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PREFACE. 


The patronage and encouragement wliicli the 
Author has received from several of the general 
olEcers, under whose command the important 
conquest of Egypt was achieved, have induced 
him to submit to the public the following 
Journal, though not originally intended for the 
Press. 

His situation affording him a particularly fa-» 
voiirable opportunity of knowing many things 
with accuracy, either from his own observation, 
or from authentic documents,^ it was his constant 
practice to commit them to j^per daily as they 
occurred. This he did, both for his own instruc- ' 
tion in his future professional pursuits, and for 
the gratification of that curiosity, which his friends 
at home might naturally be presumed to feel. 
The kindness of several brother officers furnished 
him likewise with the best information respect- 
ing those occurrences, at which he could not be 



present, as the operations of tlie campaign were 
carrying on in different parts at the same time. 
Thus the vacancies in his own Journal were filled 
up, and a general account of the whole was 
formed. 

That his statements of facts are correct, he 
trusts will not he called in question, as they have 
received the approbation of those, who were 
some of the principal actors in the scenes 
recorded: for every thing else he must rely on 
the candour of the reader. All he aims to give 
is a simple narrative of the events that occurred, 
from the S4th of October 1800, the day on 

m 

which sailing orders arrived at Gibraltar, to the 
inal conquest of Egypt; unadorned with the 
beauties of composition, or elegance of style. To 
discuss the propriety of measures, reason on the 
consequences of incidents, and bestow praise 
where so much well-earned praise is unques- 
tionably due, would be in him not merely an 
invidious task, but would deservedly expose him 
to the censure of presumption. From this, 
therefore, he has refrained, leaving the facts to 
speak for themselves ; and, not aspiring to the 
praise of an historian, he has preferred the Journal 
form, as more consonant with his views* . 



preface. 

Perliaps, however, the reader will not censure 
him severely, should he occasional iy step out of 
this track for a few moments, briefly to describ'c 
what he has seen, or to relate the feelings sug- 
gested to his mind on the spot as they aro.se. 
Of places often visited, and on which the pens of 
various travellers have been copiously employed, 
he has said but little : yet different people 
seldom see things with the same eyes, and there- 
fore some of his few remarks on them may possi- 
bly be new. On other parts, had his time and 
leisure allow^ed him to see more, he would have 
been more diffuse. In all cases he can truly say, 
he has spoken of things precisely as they ap- 
peared to himself. 

The work is accompanied by forty-one plates, 
including upwards of fifty subjects, most of 
them from Drawings made by the Author with 
the utmost attention to correctness. Taken in 
perfect security, and with al| necessary delibera- 
tion; they are, at least, not the hasty sketches of 
a solitary traveller, who holds the pencil with a 
trembling hand ; or the productions of remini- 
scence, executed in the retirement of the closet, 
from a few strokes made by stealth. For their 
fidelity, therefore, he can venture to pledge 
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Mmself, howeTer little merit in other respects tliey 
may be found to possess. The large map of the 
course of the Nile, the plans of the peninsula of 
Abonkir, the town of Alexandria, and the battle 
of the 21st of March, and the views of the city 
and castle of Cairo, the Author owes to tlie 
kindness of some officers of the highest character 
and abilities. 


Highly flattered by the reception given to the 
former edition of his work, the author is happy 
to observe, that he has not found occasion to cor- 
rect any mistake of moment : at the same time he 
has embraced the opportunity afforded him by tlie 
pr-esent, to mention a few particulars, which had 
not before come to his knowledge ; and to insert 
some additional papers in the Appendix, with 
which he has been favoured since the first 
published. 
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J O U R N A L 

OF THE ■ 

EXPEDITION TO EGYPT. 


G I B R A L T A R.' 

O N tlie 24tli of October 1800, orders having 
been received from England, the two armies 
iindertbe command of Sir Ralph Abercromby,K.B., 
and of Lieutenant General Sir James Pulteney, 
were divided. Sir Ralph retaining the greater 
part under his command, the remainder, com- 
posed entirely of corps for limited service, was 
placed under Sir James Pulteney, with orders to 
proceed immediately to the defence of Portugal, 
which was then menaced by the joint preparations 
of the French and Spaniards. 

From these circumstances it was conjectured, 
that the army under the command of Sir Ralph 
Abercromby was destined for some very distant 
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expedition : and tliat it s operations were lo bo 
directed against some country out of Europe 
appeared eyident, from the arrangement which 
took place in the garrison here ; the forty-fourth 
regiment, though very weak, being ordered to 
accompany Sir Ealplfs army, while the sixty-third, 
not being for general service, supplied it’s place. 

Among the various conjectures which were form- 
ed respecting the destination of the expedition, 
that Egypt was to be the theatre of warfare, ap- 
peared most probable ; and to this point every eye 
was directed with the most ardent and sanguine ’ 
expectation. To meet the justly celebrated army 
of the East, was now the favourite hope, and little 
doubt was entertained of the event. Few Eimlisli 

O'" 

armies were ever better composed; few, if any, ex- 
peditions more judiciously arranged ; and never 
did general officers more fully enjoy the confi- 
dence of those under their command. 

Majors General the Hon. J. H. Hutclnnson, 

“ - - - - Coote, 

“ - - " - Cradock, 

” " ^ - - the Hon. G. Ludlow, 

- - " “ - Moore, 

• ' “ Earl of Cavan y ^ 
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Brigadiers ..Gen tlie J. Hope, 

- - - - - - Stuartj 

- - - - - - Doyle, 

~ - - - - - Oakes, 

- ^ - - - - Lawson, 

were attaclieci to tlie troops serving under the im- 
mediate command of Sir Ralph Abercromhy, to 
whom the choice of his own officers was wholly 
committed. 

Majors General Morshead and Manners, Briga- 
diers General Fisher, and the Hon. T. Maitland, 
were to serve under the immediate command of 
Lieutenant General Sir James Pulteney ; and the 
island of Minorca, for which the fleet was to sail 
by divisions, was appointed for the next rendez- 
vous of our army. 

Before I proceed with my account of the ex- 
pedition, perhaps it will not be unpleasing to the 
reader, to find here a brief description of Gib- 
raltar, the first place of rendezvous of our forces. 

The Rock of Gibraltar is one thousand three 
hundred feet above the level of the sea, and is 
joined to Spain by an isthmus of low land , which 
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widens progressively as it approaches tlie Spaiiisli 
lines. These extend entirely across it, and are 
flanked by two forts, the principal of which is 
See the Plan ■ called St. Philip. The lines are defended likewise 
Plate 3 .’ fly a niiinber of guns, planted along them, and 
entrusted to the care of the garrison, lodged in mi- 
serahle barracks. The space between the foot of 
the rock and these lines is known by the name of 
the Neutral Ground. Here the governor has a 
small field, which supplies him with a sufficient 
quantity of hay. 

The town of Gibraltar is situate at the foot of 
the rock opposite Algesiras, and is protected, on 
that side which appears most assailable, fly the 
line-wall, the foot of which is washed by the sea. 
Along this wall is the king’s bastion, by the fire 
from which the floating batteries were destroyed 
on the 13th of September 1782 . In this bastion 
Lieutenant General Sir Robert Boyd, k. b., was 
interred, agreeably to his own request, in a tomb 
erected fly himself. On the summit of the rock is 
, the signal-house, commanding a very extensive 
prospect; and a new signal-house was building 
fly governor 0 Hara, at the southern extremity 
of the rock, which aflbrds a belter view of the 
straits. 
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The rock towards the town is a gradual de- 
scent ; hut on the Mediterranean side it is exces- 
sively steep ; notwithstanding which, along flight 
of steps has been made in the rock, reaching 
down to the sea, and called, from if s situation, the 
Mediterranean Stairs. 

The difterent galleries and lines called King’s, 
Queen’s, and Prince’s Lines, St. George’s Hall, 
&c. are works of uncommon ingenuity and ex- 
treme labour, and have added considerably to the 
natural strength of Gibraltar. I have however 
been told, that in case of siege they cannot be of 
much service ; as, from the very thick smoke, and 
the loud report of the guns in these cavities, it 
would, in a short time, become impossible for the 
artillery men to remain at their posts. These ob- 
jections to their use seem very plausible; but what 
real weight they may possess, I leave better in- 
formed persons to decide. 

New works are constantly carrying on in the 
fortress; but it is to be apprehended, thai,, by 
being thus continually made stronger, it may be- 
come weaker, as, in some time, the garrison can- 
not be sufficiently numerous to defend the works. 
Every regiment here, beside the daily w^orking 
parties, has a fixed number of constant workmen. 
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wlio are never seen by their corps, e^icept for an 
hour or two at the Sunday parade. 

The town was paving, and contains some very 
excellent houses j among the best of which are the 
governor’s, known by the name of the Convent, the 
lieutenant governor’s, chief engineer’s, com mis- 
sioner’s, general Wemys’s, Mr. Cardona ;uid 
several others. There is one principal slreel lead- 
ing from South Port to Water Port ; ail the o! bers 
are extremely small and narrow. Ciiarles llnr 
Fifth’s wall commences at Sooth Port, and ex- 
tends to the top of the rock, near the old signal- 
house, shutting in what is called the tow'n. 

A very good road, skirted with trees, and pa- 
rallel to which runs the a(|ueduct, reaches i’rom 
South Port to that part of Gibraltar called the 
South,” w’here there are barracks and an extensive 
naval hospital. These, with several other buildings, 
form what may be termed a second town. The gar- 
rison and inhabitants were very much distressed 
for water, owing to the want of rain the preceding 
season, and perhaps to the great quantity con- 
sumed by the ships of the expedition, many of 
which were allowed to water here. It is also said, 
that the grand parade, the sand of which is beaten 
,down and levelled, i® very prejudicial to the aque- 
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duct ; as the rain, wiiich filtres and oozes tlirongli 
the loose red sand, cannot penetrate through so 
hardened a surface. Gibraltar is wholly furnished 
with water from cisterns, which are filled in this 
manner by the rain. Three or four wells however 
were sinking in the rock, to procure a supply of this 
necessary of life, and in the mean time the inha- 
bitants were obliged to go for water to the neutral 
ground, where it is very bad and brackish, espe- 
cially at the spring tides. Indeed it is so bad, and 
the scarcity is so great, that they sometimes pay 
five reals (near two shillings sterling) for a small 
keg of better water, which they buy from the sol- 
diers. 

If water be scarce, wine, on the other hand, 
is in such abundance, and so cheap, that in no 
part of the world exists such repeated scenes of 
intoxication. It is indeed distressing to see whole 
bands of soldiers and sailors literally lying in the 
streets in the most degrading state of inebriety. 
Drunkenness is no crime in the garrison, except 
in those who are on duty ; and every man coming 
olF a working party is ordered to be paid eight- 
pence on the spot, which he immediately proceeds 
to spend in a kind of bad wine, called black-strap. 
Houses for the sale of this pernicious liquor are 
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found at every step, and furnisli no smali ;:x ) t j 
the revenue. 

The situation of officers here, especially in mie 
of war, is very melancholy ; cooped up in a prison, 
from which it is impossible to stir, and with no 
other amusement or resource, but what they can 
find among themselves. I must, however, except 
the garrison library, which, to a mind susceptible 
or desirous of information, is an institution of tiic 
most useful and advantageous kind. A committee 
of officers is appointed, to whom the choice of the 
books is left; and in the selection none are ad- 
mitted but the most approved productions. All 
interesting new publications are purchased, and 
likewise a regular succession of the best English 
papers. Every officer, on his arrival at Gibraltar, 
gives one week’s pay to the fund, which constitutes 
him a subscriber, paying only the additional sum 
of four dollars annually. By means of this trifling 
contribution, the library is well supplied ; and a 
new building is now erecting, better calculated l or 
literary pursuits. This will be completed by the 
assistance of a separate subscription made a few 
years ago. 

In time of peace, the garrison is more fertile 
in amusement, an intercourse being then permitted 
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with tlie Spanish territories. Hence, too, the forces 
are amply and cheaply furnished with every thing 
they can want. But when wwr, destroying all 
friendly communication, cuts off these supplies, 
the coast of Barbary becomes the only resource : 
and it is a very precarious one ; for when the 
plague rages there, which is so often the case, the 
most rigorous and strict measures are necessarily 
taken, to prevent it’s introduction into the garri- 
son, of w^hich it would most undoubteclly prove 
the ruin. To guard against this dreadful malady, 
a lazaretto is established on the neutral ground, 
where quarantine is performed. In the event of 
war on the one side, and pestilence on the other, 
it often happens, as was the case when I was there, 
that the garrison is compelled to live entirely on 
salt provision ; not having even the advantage or 
comfort of vegetables, which are scarce, and very 
dear. 

During the summer, the climate is excessively 
hot, and the reflection of the sun from the rock is 
dreadful, and very distressing to the eyes. In 
winter the weather is often very cold, and the 
damp from the heavy rains so great, as to render 
Are necessary for two or three months of the year. 
Notwithstanding these inconveniences, the climate 
is far from being nnhealthy. 
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enemy from firing on our ships, when so com- 
pletely in their power, I cannot imagine. Proba- 
bly the extreme respect, which the Spaniards pay 
to the Sabbath, might have operated in our favour. 
But whether it were bigotry, or inertness, that ren- 
dered them so unusually respectful, we certainly 
felt ourselves much indebted to the motive. 

The town of Algesiras, situate nearly opposite 
Gibraltar, is a nest of privateers and gun-boats, 
which are extremely annoying, and often very dan- 
gerous. Lying close along shore, under the pro- 
tection of numerous batteries, they watch the fa- 
vourable opportunity, dash out, and seize their 
helpless prey. Each of the gun-boats carries a 
long twenty-four pounder ; and keeping at a pru- 
dent distance from our batteries, they oblige the 
merchant vessels to strike to their cowardly supe- 
riority. We witnessed three or four instances of 
this during our stay in the bay. 

After a very fine and pleasant voyage of seven 
days, during which we chiefly coasted the ele- 
vated shores of Spain, we anchored in the safe 
harbour of Mahon, at about eleven o’clock on the 
ninth. In our passage we perceived at a distance 
the islands of Formentera, Majorca, and Ca- 
brera. 

On our amval we found detachments of the 

C2 


J O U R N A L O F T 11 E 

greater part of tlie regiments belonging to the 
expedition, which had preceded us ; and the re- 
mainder of the army, forming the third division, 
under convoy of the Ajax, was shortly expected: 
Sir Ralph Abercromby, without stopping at this 
island^ had proceeded to Malta, leaving orders for 
the remainder of the forces to follow him from this 
place, and by divisions, in the same manner as 
they had sailed from Gibraltar. We now found, 
that at Malta all the necessary plans and arrange- 
ments were to be made, and we were no longer 
left to conjecture as to the destination of the ar- 
mament, Egypt being avowedly it’s object. 

MINORCA. 

The island of Minorca has been subject to 
as many changes within the last century, as 
most places in the world. It belonged to Spain 
until I 7 O 8 ; when it was taken by the English, 
who kept possession of it in conformity to the 
treaty of Utrecht in 1713. It was taken from 
us in 1756 by the French, under the command 
of Marechal de Richlieu ; but was however re- 
stored to us at the peace of 1703. From that 
period to 1782, we remained peaceable masters 
of the island, when it was taken by the French 
and Spaniards, under the Due de Crillon, after a 
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very glorious and gallant defence in Fort St. Phi- 
lip, the bulwark of the island. The Spaniards re- 
tained it till 1798 , when it surrendered to the forces 
under, the command of Sir Charles Stuart. The 
landing was elfected in the Bay of Addaya, on 
the 7th of November, and the Spanish troops re- 
treated to Citadella, where the final capitulation 
for the possession of the whole island was signed 
on the 25th of November. By the late peace, it 
is again restored to the Spaniards. 

The air in Minorca is damp, and the soil dry, 
light, and in many places barren. The sum- 
mers are clear, dry, calm, and excessively hot. 
I>uring the winter, and especially about the 
autumnal ecpiinox, there are frequent storms, and 
the rains then fall with uncommon violence. In ge- 
neral there is so little earth, that the island ap- 
pears to be but one large irregular rock, covered 
here and there with mould, and an infinite variety 
of stones. The fences throughout the island, as 
in many parts of Spain, are walls composed of 
rough fragments of stone, without mortar. It 
abounds with game, such as partridges, wood- 
cocks, rabbits, &c. IPs coasts are well supplied 
with fish ; and vegetables grow on it’s thin soil in 
the greatest luxuriance. Fruits, more especially 
grapes, are here excellent, and in great abundance. 
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and the Minorca honey has been long reiiowmHl 
for the delicacy and fineness of it’s fiavour. In. the 
centre stands Mount Toro, on the summit of which 
is a convent, where even in the hottest months 
the monks enjoy a cool air, and at all times a de- 
lightful and extensive prospect of the whole islaml. 
They are extremely attentive and hospitable to all 
their visitors, whicli, from the advantage of tlieir 
situation, are pretty numerous. 

The population is computed at twenty-seven 
thousand. The inhabitants are not all of Spanish 
extraction, but descendants of most nations. 

Ciiidadella, or Citadella, is commonly reckoned 
the capital of the island, and is the residence of 
the bishop ; but it seems to have lost it’s supe- 
riority, as we have at all times transferred tlie seat 
of government to Mahon. This town derives 
it’s name from the Carthaginian general Mago, 
who is universally admitted to have l)een it’s 
founder. It gives it’s name to a very capacious 
and secure harbour. 

Mahon is a neat pretty town, remark able 
for it’s uncommon cleanliness. Most of the 
houses are lofty, and well built. The church (;s, 
though extremely massive, and clumsy in their 
architecture and external appearance, are exten- 
sive buildings, and very richly decorated in their 
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interioDT. The streets are in general narrow and 
ill paved. 

Fort St. Philip having been razed and blown 
np by the Spaniards after the peace of 1783, Sir 
Charles Stuart began the erection of another on 
it’s ruins, to be called Fort George. This situation 
is not the best that could have been chosen, being 
partly commanded, yet it was thought expedient 
to prefer the old site, as the greater part of the 
ancient casemates had escaped destruction, and 
were still in a tolerable state of repair, by which 
much of the expense and labour was saved. It 
was yet far from being finished. On the oppo- 
site side of the harbour is Cape Mola, where 
it is generally agreed, that a fortress might be 
constructed to much more advantage. Some 
works were formerly commenced there, but were 
never completed. 

Near it is Mount Stuart, standing at the en- 
trance of the harbour, and defended by a small 
round tower, cannon proof, and having a piece of 
heavy ordnance mounted on if s top,, which is 
hat. This gun being en barhette, and placed on a 
travelling carriage, can be used against any wish- 
ed for point. In the tower there is a guard of a 
sergeant and twelve men, who are always provided 
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with ten days provision. Within the tower is a 
ivell, and the only entrance is by means of a lad- 
der, so that this being drawn up, all access is 
very difficult. It is an excellent mean of de- 
fence, and every creek or bay in the island, where 
there is a possibility of making a descent, is dti- 
fended by a tower of this description. 

On the other side of the liarbonr, and nearly 
opposite to Fort George, is the Lazaretto, encom- 
passed with high walls, and containing excellent 
barracks for two thonsand five hundred men. 
There is a second lazaretto built in a small island 
in the karhour, which is appropriated to tlie per- 
formance of quarantine. 

Near this small island stands a larger, on which 
there is a very fine and extensive hospital for the 
navy., A guard is always placed on it, to pre- 
vent the landing of liquors, or any other article, 
without permission. 

At the head of the harbour, facing Mahon, are a 
very good dock-yard ahd careening wharfs ; which 
are of the more importance, as we have no other 
ill the Mediterranean. Lieutenant-general Sir 
-Charles Stuart was the governor of the island, and 
lieutenant-general Fox lieutenant-governor. To 
general Fox the troops, during their stay here, 
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were indebted for every kind assistance and at- 
tention. No man ever showed himself more 
anxious to promote the good of the service ; and 
few ever did it more effectually. By his orders 
the garrison surgeon visited every ship arriving 
with troops, and every comfort, 'which the island, 
afforded, was allowed to the men. 

In the internal economy of the island, the lien- 
tenant-governor appears to have been actuated by 
the same zeal ; and all the inhabitants, civil as well 
as military, do justice to his exertions. A very 
fine road was making from Port Mahon to Ci- 
tadella, to facilitate communication, which before 
was almost impracticable. * 

For some days the weather here was so ex- 
tremely boisterous, as to prevent our sailing. The 
rain too was constant and heavy. Very serious 
damage might have accrued to our fleet from it’s 
very crowded situation, had it not been so com- 
pletely protected by the well-sheltered harbour of 
Mahon. One transport only, the Orpheus, was 
driven against the rocks, and a little damaged. 

November the ^Ist. After a pleasant and re- 
freshing stay of a fortnight, we left the hospitable 
shore of Minorca, and steered for Malta, our 

D 
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* n-ext rendezvous. Our passage was a little te» 
dious, owing to light and contrary winds; but 
the weather was constantly fine, and the sky clear 
and serene. On the 26th we were in sight of Sar- 
dinia. This island, the late king of which, deprived 
by the French of all his other possessions, was at 
length induced to retire to a convent, is extremely 
fruitful, though mountainous, and, if properly 
cultivated, would become abundantly productive. 
It’s greatest length is one hundred and fifty miles 
from north to south, and it’s circumference is 
computed at about four hundred and fifty. On 
the 2iSth we discovered Cape Bon, on the African 
shore : the next day we passed close to the small 
island of Pantalaria, subject to the king of the 
Two Sicilies, which is very high in the centre, and 
stands nearly in the midchannel between Africa 
and Sicily. It is inhabited, and said to be very 
fertile. On the 60th we saw Sicily, and were all 
day abreast of Gozo, the wind having entirely 
failed us. 

December the 1st. Malta. 

This morning, after successive hopes and fears, 

we succeeded in entering the narrow but beau- 
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tifiil liarboiir of Malta. I trust I shall stand 
excused in dwelling somewhat diflhisely on this 
little island, well known in the annals of history, 
yet the value of which is far from being properly 
appreciated in England. It’s safe and commo- 
dious harbours, it’s immense population, and, I 
may venture to say, it’s impregnable fortifications, 
were by no means estimated, previous to the 
event which placed it in our hands, according to 
the preeminence they hold, if not in the world, at 
least in the Mediterranean. 

The harbours of Malta are extremely spacious, 
and from their numerous coves capable of con- 
taining four or five hundred large vessels, to which 
they afford the most complete shelter. That of 
Mahon is by no means equal to them; hut it’s 
distance from Great Britain is indeed somewhat 
more convenient. 

Marsa Muscat harbour, though very good and 
commodious, is made use of only for vessels 
performing quarantine. In it is a remarkably 
fine lazaretto, built on a small island connected 
to Malta by a bridge. On this island is also fort 
Manuel, constructed in 17^6 by a grand master 
of that name. It is a well built regular fortifica- 
tion. In the centre of the area stands a statue in 
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bronze of the grand master Manuel cle Vilh^ua. 

When the French troops evacuated la Valette 
and it’s dependencies, they were placed here, till 
ships could be procured to transport them to 
Toulon. 

The population of the island, before the over- 
throw of -the order in 1798, was computed at 
one hundred thousand inhabitants ; a number 
almost incredible for so small a surface. Of 
these several have fallen in the field ; many have 
emigrated ; and a considerable portion was em- 
barked with the French anny under Bonaparte, 
at the time of it’s sailing for Egypt. 

It’s fortifications are far too numerous to be de- 
scribed in a work of this nature. Suffice it to say, 
that the castles of St. Elmo and Ricasoli, which 
defend the mouth of the great harbour, the for- 
tifications surrounding la Valette, &c., do not 
yield in strength or beauty to those of any forti- 
fied place in Europe. 

In the middle age Malta was wrested by the 
French from the Saracens : it afterward became a 
fief of the kingdom of Sicily, and was transferred 
to Lewis the Xllth at the time of the conquest of 
Naples. The knights of St. John of Jerusalem, 
being driven from Rhodes in 15213, received it 
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as a fief from the emperor Charles the Vth. 
They did homage for it to the king of Sicily. 

The French fleet, destined for the conquest of 
Eg;fpt, appeared off this island on the 10th of 
June, 1798. Permission was immediately requested 
of the grand master, to allow the ships of the 
squadron to enter the harbour of Malta, and the 
vessels of the convoy to water at the different 
anchorages of the island. This was of course, 
proforma, refused. The refusal seemed to have 
operated as a signal for disembarkation, which 
was effected immediately, and at different points. 
This object accomplished, the French advanced 
close to the walls, w'ithout allowing a moment for 
hesitation. Still might they have been opposed, 
and probably with success ; but, in their admira- 
tion of the bravery of the assailants, the Maltese 
appear to have forgotten that they were enemies; 
and this place, strongly fortified by nature and 
art, which might have sustained a siege memora- 
ble as that which in 1565 immortalized the me- 
mory of Jean de la Valette, was lost by the in- 
activity of a moment. The disembarkation being 
quietly permitted, and the enemy suffered to ap- 
proach the walls unmolested, it may be sup- 
posed, that all resistance must be then vain. Some 
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opposition how€r¥er was made ; but undeF such 
circumstances it could not he other than feeble, 
and may probably be better termed a deliberation 
between cowardice and shame. It was not of 
long duration ; in twenty-four hours, the surren- 
der of the place, and of all the forts, together 
with the navy, consisting of two sixty-four gun 
ships, one frigate, and four galiies, witli the nu- 
merous artillery, magazines, treasures, and other 
property belonging to the order, was agreed on, 
and signed on board the Orient, on the 1 3tli of 
June, at midnight. 

Thus passed under the dominion of France this 
celebrated island, which in all times, ancient and 
modem, has been justly considered as so im- 
portant. 

Having thus by an able blow efiected this im- 
portant conquest, destroyed the territorial and 
political existence of the order, and reinforced 
and victualled bis fleet, Bonaparte lost not a mo- 
ment in reembarking his troops, leaving however 
a strong garrison, under the command of general 
Vaubois. 

The French remained in quiet possession of 
the island till the latter end of 1799, when the 
Maltese, exasperated hy the continual oppressions 
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and impolitic measures of their new masters, rose 
suddenly, as one man, against them, massacred 
the entire garrison of Civita Vecchia, and penned 
up the remaining French within the town of la 
Valette, and it’s dependencies. 

In this state of strict and effectual blockade, 
an English squadron, under captain Martin of the 
Northumberland, preventing any communication 
by sea, the garrison remained till March ; when 
two British regiments from Messina, the thirtieths 
and eighty-ninth, joined the Maltese, and were 
shortly after followed from Minorca by the thirty- 
fifth, consisting of two battalions, and the forty- 
eighth, under the command of major-general 
Pigott. At this time the enemy was reduced to 
the greatest imaginable distress from the want of 
provision ; but still continued to hold out against 
famine, that worst of enemies. At length, seeing 
no possibility of relief, and having but three 
days scanty allowance of bread, the brave and 
persevering general Vaubois surrendered to the 
British forces under major-general Pigott, on the 
5th of September. 

A corps of about nine hundred Neapolitaiii 
troops had joined the Maltese during the block- 
ade, and were doing duty in the island. They. 
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are fine stout men, but badly officered, and 
wretchedly clothed. 

La Valette, the seat of government, is a very 
regularly. .Budyjpwn. It’s principal streets are 
wide and;4raiK^j;well paved, and furnished with 
good fooipjat||J\'i/be buildings are all of freestone, 
with/wliiti^flife^liind abounds; and the nuiner- 
, ''ous supcjS'^fe^l^^^and hotels, formerly belonging 
to .the' kni^^^llbe order, give to la Valette a 
'.'superiority.S>f^r:a 5 y town of equal size. The two 
>; palaces of ,4r^?gfafnd master, adjoining each other, 

‘ v are fine strh'ftthtj^^ f Their interiour seems to have 

, . .. , . J- ^ 

been very magnificent, and still retains several 
marks of splendour, though they are much injured 
by dilapidation', and the greater part of the costly 
fufnitufe"bas,^e'en taken away or destroyed. The 
council chanaberds lined with the most beautiful 
gnbebn tapesfry^l'i^d the other apartments are 
\ adorned, of the different actions 

and yalia^L^e^]|l^hl^; which occurred during the 
•-i#(|nyor.abln s^^^ island by the Turks. Ad- 

and cominunicating with it, 
'** in the best pos- 

posse of the place. 











EXPEDITION TO EGYPT. 


25 


It contains eiglitcen thousand stand of fire arms, 
independent of a variety of swords, spears, and 
other ancient weapons, all of which are very 
tastefully and neatly arranged. 

The churches are extremely numerous, and all 
very fine buildings. That of St. John, the patron 
of the order, is however far superiour to the rest. 
The roof is most beautifully sculptured, and adorn- 
ed with some good paintings. The grand altar,” 
says Brydone, is a piece of very curious and ele- 
gant marble ; the pavement, in particular, is the 
richest in the world. It is composed entirely of 
sepulchral monuments (of persons belonging to 
the order) of the finest marbles, porphyry, and a 
variety of other valuable stones, admirably joined 
together at an incredible expense, and represent- 
ing, in a kind of Mosaic, the arms, insignia, &c. 
of the persons whose names they are intended to 
commemorate. In the magnificence of these and 
other monuments, the heirs of the grand masters, 
commanders, &c. have long vied with each other.” 
Vol. II, p. 22l6. 

Water, which in a climate like this is so great a 
luxury, is found every where in abundance, and 
scarcely a street is without one fountain at least. 

The works round this town, and the adjoining 
places, as Floriana, Cottoniera, and Vittoriosa, are 
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perkaps the iiiost exiensive of any m the worLI, 
mi, as I before observed, exireiiicly sl.roiig. 
Tkey were, kowever, in many parts, and especi- 
ally at Floriana, in a very ruinous stale ; o’vving 
to tke little attention paid to tkem by tin? 
Freiick, and to tke very remiss adminislnilioii 
of tke late grand master, Hompcsck, wko is 
excessively disliked by tke Maltese, and generally 
accused of kaving occasioned tke overthrow of tin? 
order. Tkese works are also nearly deprived of 
their guns ; upwards of one hundred of I be finest , 
and of the heaviest calibre, kaving been carried 
by the French to Egypt. A great number, how- 
ever, still remain in the arsenals, and might he 
mounted on the ramparts with very little diOiculty. 
The following particulars, relative to the founda- 
tion and present state of the town of la Vale tie, 
may perhaps he acceptable to the reader. 

On the 18th of May, 1565, the Turkisli fleet, 
having on board forty thousand men, appeared oil" 
Malta ; and on the 24th of the same month, ihis 
formidable armament opened it’s batteries against 
Fort St. Elmo, which was taken on the 25 lb of 
June following, notwithstanding the almost incre- 
dible eflerts of the knights composing the gar- 
rison, every, man of which was either killed or 
Wounded. 
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This did not, however, discourage the gallant 
la V alette, then grand master of the order. With 
a valour and constancy, that have rendered his 
name for ever celebrated, he continued to resist 
and repel the reiterated attacks of his numerous 
enemies, and at length forced them to raise the 
siege on the 8th of September in the same year, 
after having left thirty thousand men under the 
walls. 

This almost unexampled bravery and perse- 
verance of a handful of 'knights, when compared 
with the multitude of the assailants, almost sur- 
passed credibility ; and so damped the ardour of 
their inveterate enemies, as to secure the order 
for ever after from Turkish invasion. 

Previous to the siege, the principal residence 
of the order was at the Borgo, on the eastern side 
of the great harbour ; but la Valette, having ex- 
perienced it’s inconvenience, formed the resolu- 
tion of building the town that now bears his 
name, the first stone of which he laid in 1566,. 
immediately after the fatigues of the glorious 
siege he had sustained. He died in 1568, before 
it was completed, and his successor de Mont 
finished it in May 1571 ; on the 18th of which 
month, the order left the Borgo, and took up 
their residence in the new city. The kings of 
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France, Spain, and Portugal, and likewise the 
Pope, contributed very considerable sums, toward 
the expense. 

La Valette is situate in latitude 35” 54' north. It 
has three gates : the Porta Reale, toward Citla 
Vecchia, and the interiour; that of Marsa Muscat, 
leading from the harbour of this name ; and that 
called la Marina, being the entrance to tlie town 
from the eastern and principal harbour. The 
chief street is the Strada Reale, extending from 
the Porta Reale to the castle of St. Elmo. The 
rest intersect each other at right angles, and 
are generally narrow, for the purpose of keep- 
ing out the sun. They are all paved, and the 
town being principally built upon a hill,, very low 
and easy steps are placed on either side of the 
streets, for the convenience of foot passengers. 

The tops of the houses are all flat terraces, 
from which the rain water is conducted by pipes 
into a cistern below, provided for the purpose. 
Every family is thus furnished with abundance of 
good water at home, and there are besides public 
reservoirs and fountains, placed in dilferent parts 
of the town, which are supplied by an aqueduct 
commencing at Dier Chandal, in the southern 
part of the island, and Upwards of nine English 
B^es in length. This aqueduct was erected at a 
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very considerable expense by the grand master 
deWignacourt. 

The houses and edifices of every kind are built 
with a white stone, obtained from the quarries 
in the island. It is of a very soft nature, which 
renders it easily adapted to any purpose ; and to 
this facility we are to ascribe the numerous orna- 
ments, with which all the architecture of the 
island abounds, as also the beautiful symmetry 
of the fortifications. 

• There is a public library, which is well pro- 
vided with books, both as to choice and number. 
It belonged to the order, and was increased by 
the private libraries o-f the knights, which, at 
their deaths, augmented the general collection. 
The duplicate copies were sold, and the pro- 
duce thence arising served to purchase such eli- 
gible books as it did not possess. The library 
contains likewise many objects of curiosity, as 
some fine statues, prints, and several valuable 
articles of natural history. No book is suffered 
to be taken out of the library, but seats and 
tables are provided for the use of those who fre- 
quent it. An immense and very beautiful build- 
ing has lately been erected, to which the library 
was to have been transferred. This, however, 
has never been carried into execution, and the 
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house is now convexted into a vast, assembly and 
cofFee room. 

La Valette possesses "'an opera house, small 
indeed, but neat, though now much out of 
repair. Italy and Sicily supply it with very tole- 
rable vocal performers, and it is a very agreeable 
entertainment for the garrison . It was cxcessi vei y 
crowded every night by the officers of the expe- 
dition, to whom it was a great source of amuse- 
ment. The price of admission is one shilling. 
Prostitutes of all ages, from the lively girl of six- 
teen, to the crazy dame of sixty, swarm through- 
out the town ; and their acquaintance is ex tremely 
dangerous, as few of them are free from a certain 
disorder of a pernicious and inveterate nature. 

Provision of every kind is here in the greatest 
abundance. Though we overran the island with 
troops, every thing was pretty reasonable, and 
no want was perceived. Sicily furnishes a suffi- 
ciency of cattle ; and Malta and Gozo produce 
quantities of excellent fruit and vegetables. They 
possess a very great luxury here, which I nevtu 
knew in any island equally hot : this is ice, which 
they import in very iarge quantities, and of the 
finest c|uality, from Mount ^tna. It is some- 
times so abundant, that water is generally cooled 

with it. In any cofieehouse you can call for an 
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ice cream, witli as much certainty as in a confec- 
tioner’s shop in Bond street. 

The trade carried on at this time was extremely 

«/ 

brisk. The English factories from Naples, Leg- 
horn, and Palermo, had taken refuge in this town, 
which was the emporium of the British trade in 
the Mediterranean, and whence English goods 
were smuggled into Italy, and thus found their 
way over the Continent. 

Convents and religious houses are no where 
more numerous than in Malta. Priests and friars 

't, ■./' ■ . . 

are met at every step, and still retain over the 
minds of a superstitious people an unbounded and 
despotic sway. 

Although la Valelte is built with great care and 

m. 

regularity, yet it is sufficiently obvious, that the 
chief attention has been directed to the construc- 
tion of the fortifications. This in part accounts 
for their being perhaps the finest and best finished 
of any in Europe. Besides, the successors of la 
Valette, desirous of emulating his example, have 
constantly added to them ; and in fact rendered 
the works so considerable and extensive, that seve- 
ral of them have become nearly useless, and would 
require, in case of a siege, much too great a num- 
ber of troops to defend them. 
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Tlie modes of conveyance used here are carri- 
ages without springs, made to contain two or four 
persons, and drawn by a single mule, driven by a 
man on foot, whose station is close to the vehicle, 
and who, sometimes at a trot, but most generally 
at a gallop, keeps pace with the animal. Th€;y are 
very clumsy awkward carriages, and, as they pass 
over the rough pavement, shake the unfortunate 
passenger almost to pieces. A long string ol' 
these vehicles, numbered, always stands in the 
Strada Reale for hire. Drays also, drawn by one 
mule, are found in every part of the town, and 
are very useful. The mules in this island are 
very tall and strong 5 it is surprising how they 
go up and down the steep slippery streets, some 
of which are literally flights of steps, without ever 
stumbling. » 

Civita, or Citta Veccbia, tbe residence of the 
bishop, is about sis! miles distant from la Valette. 
It stands upon an eminence, and is surrounded 
with fortifications. 

It is impossible sufficiently to admire the cathe- 
dral of St. Paul, the tutelar saint of this island, 
on which he was wrecked. It’s wonderful symme- 
try, it’s dome, and the fresh and highly coloured 
paintings, with which it is adorned, must strike the 
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most incurious beholder. In tills cliurcii is the 
greatest variety of marble I ever beheld : the lapis 
lazuli, the green and yellow antique, with several 
others, meet the eye in every direction. The 
most admirable effect is produced from the inge- 
nious manner in which this different assortment of 
marbles is disposed and combined. 

Without the town, in what is called the Rabatto, 
is the grotto of St. Paul. To this highly vene- 
rated spot you descend through numerous chapels, 
and at length come to a small space, scooped out 
of a soft and chalky kind of white earth, in the 
centre of which stands a marble statue of the 
Saint ; far inferiour however to another very beau- 
tiful one of the same Saint, placed in an adjoining 
chapel, and executed at Rome by Melchior Caffa, 
a native of Malta. People never leave this grotto 
without filling their pockets with pieces of St. 

Paul’s stone, to which the superstitious inhabi- 
tants ascribe all possible powers ; they also affirm, 
that the mass never decreases, whatever quantities 
are taken from it. 

At the extremity of the Rabatto are the Cata- 
combs, These are excavations divided into nu- 
merous passages, most of which are stopped up, 

as otherwise it would be very easy to lose your- 
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self in tMs subterranean labyrinth, and most pro- 
bably perish there. During the frequent wars 
aud revolutions, which this island has experi- 
enced, the Catacombs have been used as a place 

' " f ■ ■ ■ 

of safe retreat. In them are still shown the re- 
mains of a chapel, and of two mills for grinding 
copi ; a small statue, said to be St. Peter ; and 
a recess near the entrance, where a centrnel was 
placed on the look out, to give alarm on the ap- 
proach of an enemy, 

Midway between la Valette and Citta Vecchia 
is San Antonio, formerly a country seat and plea- 
sure garden of the grand masters. This is a real 
prodigy in a country, where the highest cultivation 
pr od uce s so very little to please the sight. Every 
thing grows there in the greatest luxuriance ; the 
grounds are abundantly watered, and are covered 
with citrons, and those delicious oranges so highly 
and justly esteemed. In any country this would 
pass for a very neat and beautiful garden. 

Beside San Antonio, the grand masters had' 
another' delightful country residence, named the 
Bosch etta, at the distance of a mile and half on 
the other side of Citta Vecchia. The grounds 
about it are more extensive ; and the house much 
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larger and finer tlian San Antonio ; but it is 
shockingly out of repair, and now nearly de- 
serted. It is really melancholy to behold the 
ruined and desolated appearance of a spot so rare 
and so desirable in an island like this. From the 
top of the house you command a view of all 
Malta, with the sea every where around it. But this 
view, especially when compared with the gardens 
immediately under you, is far from pleasant. 
Nothing is to be seen but dry walls, dividing the 
numberless possessions of a stony and parched 
soil, which reflects an amazing glare, and presents 
scarcely a solitary tree to relieve the eye. 

Going from la Valette to Citta Vecchia, a very 
astonishing proof of what the industry and per- 
severance of man can efiect is to be seen in the 
fertile and highly cultivated state of the island, 
which, though apparently nothing more than a 
bare rock, is forced, by the most assiduous la- 
bour, to become productive and favourable to 
vegetation. To prepare it’s artificial soil, for so it 
may with propriety be called, the rock is broken 
into pieces, the larger and harder of which are 
used for constructing the fences round the fields. 
The smaller and softer are again beaten and re- 
duced to powder, to which a very scanty portion 
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of earth, scraped from the surface of the rock, is 
added. This mixture is susceptible of a surpris- 
ing degree of cultiyation and fertility. It pro- 
duces abundance of corn and vegetables, great 
quantities of white and brovrn cotton, &c. ; thus 
amply repaying the toil and labour of it’s indus- 
trious fabricators. 

If the Dutch by their industry have vrrested 
valuable lands from the dominion of the sea, the 
Maltese, equally ingenious, have, by their unre- 
mitting efforts, changed a useless and barren rock 
into a fertile and productive island. 

The language of the middling classes at Malta is 
the Lingua Franca, a mixture of the Italian and 
Arabic ; but the common people speak the Arabic, 
which to this day retains among them all it’s 
purity. The current coins are crowns, half 
crowns, and quarter crowns, in silver ; and eight- 
penny, fourpenny, and twopenny pieces, in copper ; 
all bearing the impression of the reigning grand 
niaster. The copper money is very remarkable ; 
the eightpenny piece being no larger than our 
penny, and not thicker than an old halfpenny, 
the others are proportionally smaller. Dependant 
on Malta are the small neighbouring islands , of 
(Jozo and.Cumino, the former of which is very 
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populous and productive, and Las a regular Luilt 
fort upon it. 

^The island of Sicily, with the smoking summit 
of Etna, is plainly discernihle from Malta in 
clear weather ; and swarms of boats, called spa- 
ronaros, keep up a continual intercourse between 
the two islands ; by means of which Malta draws 
most of her supplies from Sicily. ' These boats are 
long and narrow, have a short deck at the head 
and stem, carry two masts, and row ten or twelve 
oars^ 

ORIGIN AND DESCRIPTION OF THE ORDER. 

This celebrated order was founded as early as 
the year 1099j by a French knight, named G4rardy 
under the title of Hospitalers of St. John of Je- 
rusalem, for the purpose of serving and assisting 
the poor, sick, and wounded. 

In 1118, the order assumed a military form, 
and Raymond Dupuy was chosen first grand 
master. 

In 1991, the knights were driven from Acre, 
their , last hold in Palestine, and took refuge in 
Cyprus, where they were received by Henry the 
Ild, king of that island, who gave them the town 
of Limisso. Here they remained till the month of 
August 1510, when they took the town of Rhodes 
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By storm. From this time they assumed the appeF 
lation of Knights of Rhodes. 

The island of Rhodes remained in their posses- 
sion, notwithstanding several attempts made by 
their inveterate foes tB% Turks to recover it, un- 
till the 1st of January ; when their grand 
master, Yiliiers de ITsle Adam, after the most 
gallant and obstinate defence, was compelled to 
surrender it to the Porte, and with all the sur- 
viving knights, and four thousand of the inhabi- 
tants, left the island. Malta was then bestowed on 
them by Charles the Vth, and they retained pos- 
session of it till 1798. 

The order consisted of a grand master, and 
one thousand knights, from the dilferent Roman 
Catholic states of Europe. They were divided 
into iangues or tongues, nine in number ; viz, 
three in France ; two in Spain ; two in Germany ; 
one in Portugal ; and one in Italy. These were 
again subdivided into commanderies, from which 
the order received it’s annual revenues. The 
salary of the grand master amounted to thirty 
thousand pounds per annum, which, joined to 
those of the different knights, in addition to their 
private fortunes, diffused oyer this diminutive 
island an amazing qnanti^ of money. Hence 
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arose the magnificence of the edifices both pnhlic 
and private, of the churches, of the fortifications; 
and hence, too, the astonishing and almost incre- 
dible population of the island. 

Of the above numbeY of knights, five hundred 
were obliged to reside in the island ; the others 
were generally employed in the land or sea ser- 
vice of the nations, to which they belonged ; suh- 
ject, however, to reside, in their turn, at Malta. 
No person could be admitted as a knight, with- 
out being able. to trace a noble ancestry for seven 
bund red ‘years, and serving a certain number of 
campaigns against the Turks. It was also requi- 
site, to make a vow of chastity, and swear never to 
be at peace or in amity with the Turks, or other 
infidels. Such were the primitive regulations of 
the order, but for many years past they had in 
general but little attention paid them. Indeed 
the order had begun evidently to decline ; it’s 
navy was become so insignificant, as scarcely to 
deserve the name ; its military ardour had sub- 
sided, and without having ever entered into any 
direct treaty with the Porte, it’s animosity against 
that power was merely nominak 
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D E P A R T U R E F R O M MALTA. 

During our Stay, some of the regiments be- 
longing to the expedition were lodged in barracks 
in the town of la Valette ; such as could not be 
accommodated on shore were occasionally landed 
for exercise; and, before we sailed, every corps 
had been minutely inspected by our commander 
in chief. 

On our departure, the two battalions of the for- 
tieth regiment, being enlisted for limited service, 
were left to garrison Malta, &c. ; the thirtieth 
and eighty-ninth embkrked in their stead. The 
four flank companies of the fortieth, however, 
gallantly offered their services, which were ac- 
cepted, and colonel Spencer took the command of 
this brave party. It is a circumstance not to be 
omitted, that the forty-eighth regiment, in the 
handsomest manner, and totally unsolicited by 
it’s oflicers, also volunteered for Egypt; but Sir 
Ralph Abercromby was obliged to decline it’s 
offer, regretting, that the weak state of the garrison 
would not allow him to avail himself of it^, 

* At a fubfequent period, ihe 48th regiment was actually embarked, and on 
the point of sailing for Egypt, when the el Carmen arrived at Malta, with the 
information of the surrender of> Alexandria. 


EXPEDITION TO EGYPT. 41 

It was determined, that the fleet should sail 
from this place in two divisions for the Bay of 
Maerij in Caramania, on the southern coast of 
Asia Minor. 

The object of our repairing to one more ren- 
dezvous, before we took our final departure for 
the sandy shores of Egypt, was to make certain 
preparations, which could not so well he done at 
Malta, and also in the expectation of being there 
joined by a Turkish fleet, and receiving other 
assistance from the Porte. 

The stay of the army at Malta proved an unex- 
pected source of wealth to the island, and the 
Maltese will ever recollect with gratitude the ge- 
nerosity and good conduct of the troops. The 
first battalion of the twenty-seventh regiment, and 
three companies of the second, were unfortunately 
left behind at Malta, in consequence of their very 
sickly state. They were to follow as soon as 
possible. 

A corps of Maltese pioneers was embodied to 
accompany the army, and to be attached to the 
staff corps. Major-general Pigott was left to com- 
mand in chief at Malta, with major-general Vil- 
lettes and brigadier-general Moncrief under him ; 
and captain Ball, of the royal navy, to act as civil 

G 
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govern oTj no one having then been appointed to 
the island. 

The celebrated Tallien, unable to elude the 
vigilance of our cruizerSj was taken on his passage 
from Egypt to France, and brought into Malta, 
while we were there. 

We now expected every moment to sail, the 
signal for getting under way being often made, 
but as often obliged to be countermanded, owing 
to the inconstancy of the winds. 

December the 20th. 

At length we set our sails with a fine steady 
breeze from the south west. The harbour, how- 
ever, is so deep and narrow, that it was with dif- 
ficulty we could move out in succession, for we 
had crowded the harbour as much with ships, as 
the shore with troops. 

We now, for the last time, steered our course 
toward a friendly shore. Our division consisted 
of thirty-eight large ships, chiefly men of war, 
prepared and fitted for the accommodation of 
troops. These have every advantage over com- 
mon transports, being in general very roomy, 
and fast sailers. 

Om the 2fith and 27th we were abreast of 
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Gaiidia, with very little wind, and could distinctly 
see the celebrated Mount Ida, the summit of 
which was entirely covered with snow. 

On the 28 th at daybreak, wc were off the small 
islands of Caso and Scarpantho. The latter of 
these, the ancient Carpathus, is about twenty-two 
miles in length, and eight in breadth. It is very 
mountainous, as wm could perceive, and abounds 
in cattle and game. It has several quarries and 
iron mines, and a few good harbours. The Turks 
are masters of it, but the inhabitants are Greeks. 

The town of the same name is the only one in it, 
and is situate on the western side. 

At two o'clock the same day, we were nearly 
abreast of the celebrated island of Rhodes, but, 
though at no great distance from it, could dis- 
cern very little on account of the haziness of the 
weather. The principal town is of the same 
name, and though greatly declined from it’s 
former splendour, is still a very handsome place. 

It has a good harbour, with a narrow entrance 
between two rocks, on which are two towers built 
to defend the passage. Here, in all probability, 
stood the famous colossal statue of Apollo, reck- 
oned one of the seven wmnders of the world. 

It was seventy cubits high, and between it’s legs 
ships might pass with all their masts standing, 

G 2 
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and sails spread. It’s head represented the suny 
in 6ne hand it held a light house, in the other a 
sceptre. It was thrown down by an earthquake; 
and when the Saracens made themselves masters 
of the island in the year 665, they broke it to 
pieces as it lay on the ground, and carried away 
the vast quantity of brass it produced. The 
knights of Jerusalem, taking this island in 1310, 
retained it till it was wrested from them by the 
Turks in 1523. The air is good, and the soil 
tolerably fertile, but badly cultivated, as may well 
be expected from the unpardonable indolence of 
it’s present possesors. The Turkish government 
has here a very good dockyard, superintended 
by an English shipbuilder. 

About four o’clock the wind began to increase, 
and the sea to grow rough. The sky lowered, 
and every thing announced the approach of foul 
blowing weather. The night was very tempestu- 
ous, and the navigation among the number of 
islands, with which we were surrounded, being 
very dangerous, we lay to till daylight, during 

which time a heavv swell tossed us about most 

*/ 

.umnercifully. 
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D ECEMBER tbe 29th. 

The morning was gloomy, and the appearance 
of the horizon did not promise a speedy termina- 
tion of the gale. The situation of the fleet was 
at this moment rather perilous, as from the fog 
in which we were enveloped, it was with the ut- 
most difficulty we could obtain sight of Rhodes, 
or even of each other. About one oTlock our 
anxiety was a little relieved by the prospect of 
land, which we rightly concluded to he the wes- 
tern point of the gulf of Macri. At two, we 
entered the bay of Marmorice, following the 
headmost ships, which were our only guidance 
into it. The sight of so many vessels sailing be- 
tween the two narrow ridges of elevated moun- 
tains, which form the intricate entrance into this 
bav» ioined to the dismal and lowering aspect seethePkn 
of the atmosphere, rendered more awful by long 
and repeated flashes of lightning, made the scene 
impressively grand and solemn. 

The entrance into this singularly beaiitifiii 
haven, which is sufficiently spacious to contain 
all the navy of Great Britain, is, as I before ob- 
served, narrow, lying between two ranges of steep 
mountains, that extend to the seashore. From 
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tills tlie yiew opens at once upon a sheet of iin- 
riilfled water, nearly twenty miles in circumfe- 
rence, surrounded by lofty hills, rising one above 
the other like an amphitheatre, most of them 
thickly covered with trees, composing the richest 
variety of shades, and reaching down to the very 
edge of the water, into which some of them 
actually dip their pendent branches. In other 
parts of the surrounding scenery, huge masses of 
rock, broken and rugged, with scarcely a sign of 
vegetation on them, project into the water, vary- 
ing the scene, and adding considerably to ifs 
wild sublimity ; while beyond the woody hills 
prodigious masses of barren mountains appear, 
rising one above the other in pleasing confusion, 
with here and there scattered clumps of trees, 
climbing almost to the top. 

To attempt describing all the varieties of this 
immense scenery of wood and mountain, where 
every change of position gives a new outline and 
fresh tints to please the eye, would be a vain 
effort; but the view is most particularly beautiful 
and sublime, when, on a calm evening, the rays 
of the setting sun, throwing over the surrounding 
scenery a rich and glossy stream of light, display 
a rnagnificence beyond the utmost stretch of fancy, 
and equally above the delineation of the pencil. 
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town of Marmorice stands at tlie bottom 
of tbe bay, almost opposite to the entrance of it. 
The houses, being of a grayish stone, and partly 
built upon a rock of the same colour, jetting into 
the sea, it is difficult to distinguish the town from 
the adjoining hills. Indeed it consists only of a 
few miserable hovels, heaped together without any 
regularity, which inspire the mind with an idea of 
the wretchedness of the inhabitants, who are for 
the most part Greeks ; and the remains of an old 
castle, with two or three unserviceable guns, 
mounted on ita walls. In this castle, on our ar- 
rival, most of their women were locked up ; but 
when the people found, that we came w ith peace- 
able and friendly intentions, they w ere soon freed 
from their imprisonment. 

The timid and oppressed Greeks are now go- 
verned by a despotic Aga, who tyrannizes over 
them with impunity. At the extremity of the 
town stands a neat mosque, with a lofty minaret, 
from which the Iman, with a loud voice,, calls the 
followers of Mahomet to prayers'*', to which in ge- 
neral they are very punctual ; and near it is a 
plentiful spring, where, previous to entering the 


* No bells are allowed in the Turkish dominions; even ships, coming into 
the harbour of Constantinople; are not permitted to ufe theirs. 
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mosque, tlie Turks perform their ablutions. Few 
people are so strongly attached to their religion, 
or so exact and methodical in it’s exercise, as the 
Mahometans. Often have I seen them in the 
middle of a^ field, or of a dirty street, kneeling 
upon a small carpet, and with their faces turned 
either to the east or west, as the sun happened 
to be xising or declining, repeatedly prostrating 
themselves, and offering up their fervent devo- 
tions to the great prophet. 

January the 1st, 1801. 

The second division of the fleet arrived this 
evening, after a boisterous passage, having sailed 
the day after us from Malta. 

The Minotaur and Northumberland, with the 
Penelope frigate, left the bay this morning, to 
cruize ofl* Alexandria, in order to prevent any 
aliips or reinforcements from entering that har- 
bour, They are to relieve Admiral Sir Richard 
Bickerton in the Swiftsure, and Sir Sidney Smith 
in the Tigre, who will then join us here. 

Several regiments being a little sickly from a 
long confinement on board ship, and constant 
living on salt provision, the commander in chief 
ordered all the sick men to be sent on shore, 
and there encamped. Every possible advantage 
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was derived from this salutary measure, and sick- 
ness rapidly disappeared. Change of diet also 
contributed much to this desirable end. Ships 
were sent to Macri, Rhodes, and the neighbour- 
ing places for cattle, vegetables, &c., and fresh 
bread was occasionally issued to the army. 

It is a custom in the navy, to victual the sol- 
diers at only three quarters allowance ; this quan- 
tity being deemed sufficient for men who work 
little, and are only for a short time at sea. But 
in a case like the present, where soldiers, on board 
troop-ships weakly manned, are obliged to do as 
much work as the sailors, and detained on board 
for months together, the pittance is too small, 
and it is but fair, that they should receive the 
same allowance as the sailors. Sir Ralph Aber- 
cromby, fully aw^are of this circumstance, repre- 
sented the business to admiral lord Keith, who 
immediately placed the soldier on the same foot- 
ing with the sailor in this particular. 

Our stay in the bay promised to be of long 
duration, four or live weeks being talked of as 
certain. Fortunately the weather was extremely 
fine, and we had the advantage of a clear and 
serene sky. The mornings and evenings were 
very cold and chilly ; but, as the sun got up, the 

day became delightfully pleasant. 

H 



January tlie l£th. 

Tlie i^th. and 26tli light dragoons arrived this 
day from Lisbon, but, unfortunately, without 
their horses. The officers were the only mounted 
men in the regiments. This circumstance was the 
more distressing, as the four or five hundred horses 
we had received from the interiour of the coun- 
try were so miserably weak and bad, as to be 
totally unfit to mount our cavalry. No idea can 
be formed of the wretched and motley assemblage 
of horses, with which we were furnished. They 
were of all colours and sizes, and their backs and 
feet in a miserable condition. From this and 
several other circumstances, it appeared but too 
plainly, that no great reliance was to be placed on 
our tardy allies, the Turks. They will probably 
think of assisting the expedition when too late, or 
when their aid is no longer wanted. 

There is a very fine convenient plain close to the 
strand, and sufficiently large for two brigades to 
manoeuvre at the same time. The regiments 
landed here every day from their ships for exer- 
cise, and were particularly practised in forming 
hollow and solid squares ; this being considered 
as the best and most efficient mode of repelling 
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the attacks of cavahy, in which consisted the 
principal force of the enemy we were to meet, 
and in which we were so deficient. 

The country, though for the most part hilly, 
is capable of being rendered extremely fertile, 
and if properly cultivated, would amply repay the 
labour. But what improvement can be expected 
from an indolent people, who only think of the 
present moment, and live only for themselves ? 
Abundance of game is found in the woods, and 
on the mountains ; wild bears and wolves are 
also very plenty ; but the most numerous of all 
are the jackalls, which go about in large bodies 
during the night, prowling for food, and set up 
a cry all together, like a well trained pack of 
hounds. In search of prey they came regularly 
every night close to our tents. 

On the east side of the entrance into the bay, 
on the top of a very high rocky inoimtain, are the 
remains of an ancient fortification, said to have 
been erected by the knights of Rhodes, after their 
expulsion from that island in 15^3. Here they 
remained, until by the munificence of Charles the 
Vth they were enabled to repair to the island of 
Malta. 

H 2 
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January the 21st. 

At nine o'clock this morning, major-general 
Coote’s brigade, and the reserve, were placed in 
all the boats of the fleet, collected for the pur- 
pose ; and having assembled round the several 
appointed ships, moved off* in a line towards the 
shore, where the boats immediately took ground. 
The troops hastily leaped out, and formed instan- 
taneously fronting the country. This done, they 
reentered the boats, and rowed olF to their respec- 
tive ships. This manceiivre has been performed, 
and will be hereafter repeated, at the comman- 
der in chief s request, as it accustoms the men 
to get into the boats, teaches them how they are to 
place themselves in them, and instructs them in 
what manner they are to form as soon as they 
reach the shore. It also ascertained the number of 
men which the boats of the fleet were capable of 
containing. The wisdom of this measure is obvi- 
ous ; and it will, doubtless, prove very beneficial. 

The inhabitants of the neighbouring towns and 
villages, now familiarized to us, began to come 
down the mountains in crowds, attracted by cu- 
riosity, or the hope of gain. Provision of all kinds 
consequently became very plenty, and, in gene- 
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ral, pretty cheap, although the people attempted 
to impose on us as much as possible. They were 
particularly exorbitant in their demands for their 
horses, of which a great number has been purchased . 
All these horses were stallions, low, but strong 
limbed, and altogether very serviceable. Gray is 
the predominant as well as the favourite colour. 

All the Turks w^ear turbans, loose jackets, short 
pantaloons, morocco slippers, and a sash round 
the waist, in which they constantly carry a long 
dagger and a brace of pistols. They are in gene- 
ral stout well-proportioned men, and very mus- 
cular. Their skin bears the marks of a hot broil- 
ing sun. Their heads are close shaved, and co- 
vered by a small scull-cap, which is hidden under 
the turban. None but the descendants of Ma- 
homet, who are pretty numerous, are entitled to 
wear green ; and these distinguish themselvea 
by a turban of this colour. Few women are ever 
to be seen, and even then are so muffled up and 
concealed in long vestments, as to leave nothing 
perceptible but their eyes, which are so ugly as 
to suppress any desire of seeing the rest of their 
persons. 

Two Turkish sloops of war this day arrived in 
the bay under the command of the Capoutan Bey,. 
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the second officer in the Tuxldsh navy. They 
are handsomely built, and well painted, but I 
believe little calculated’ for fighting. 

The rainy , weatfifer, which now commenced, 
and ilie cold* chil| iilifids which blew in gusts 
through the dpenir^/oj the mountains, began to 
make bur stay on ^jnp and uncomfortable. 

The ; dck and > GoB^Se^<!Ant therefore received 
orders*itp be in read^ss jo reimbark. 

■■U'i ' Janua'#^: the 23d. 


This day major-general Moore returned from 
Jaffa, whither he had been sent to know the 
grandiwi^^^plans^ a^ concert measures with 
him forT3^S^@ii&i^g The result was 

such as might have been expected, and our hopes 
of success cahiibt be placed upon any coopera- 
tion of his highness. For what could be effected 
by a disorganized army, composed of an assem- 
blage from all countries and nations, without any 
dependence on it’s officers, without discipline, 
with little or no .SLUthority in it’s chief, witli out 
any magazine, and" afflicted whb the exterminat- 


ing plague ? 

ATurkish camp may not unaptly be compared to 
a confused and c^owdedfair, in which every person. 
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Ivlietlier officer or soldier, pitches his tent where 
he thinks fit. No police, no cleanliness, are main- 
tained : dead camels and horses, with offal and 
filth of all kinds, are heaped up in every place 
and corner. No guards, no picqiiets, are mounted 
even in the face of an enemy; no duty is done ; 
ill fine, each person lives and forages for himself, 
and pays no attention to any other concern. 

The strength of a Turkish army can never be 
ascertained, as all the authority of the grand 
vizier cannot compel them to be mustered. Se- 
veral revolts have been the consequence of such 
attempts. In times of prosperity and success, 
the army increases in proportion with the hope 
of plunder ; but should it experience a defeat, 
the general is entirely deserted, and left to seek 
his safety in flight. 

Brigadier-general Koehler, wlio had been for 
a long time with the vizier, and ivas perfectly 
acquainted with the manners, customs, and plans, 
of our allies, had fallen a victim to the ravages of 
the plague. 

Generals Julien and Verdier have been taken 
on their passage from Egypt to France by our 
criiizers off Alexandria. 
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January the 29tli. 

Being so near Maori, which was our first desti- 
nation, and having heard much of the anlicjuities 
to be seen about it, I determined to avail myself 
of the opportunity, and, having obtained leave, 
took my passage in a transport with majors Hall 
and Forster. After a passage of twelve hours we 
anchored in the bay, which, though v^ry spaci- 
ous, is not by any means so romantic and beau- 
tiful as that of Marmorice. 

We found here the Capoutan Bey’s ship, 
mounting eighty-six guns, and named the Tousi 
B achri, or Peacock of the Sea, We immediately 
waited on his excellency, by whom we were very 
courteously received, and who promised to pro- 
vide us with horses, and a guide to go to the 
nearest Greek town. When vve had staid some 
time, and drunk coffee, we took our leave, and re- 
turned on board. After dinner we went on shore, 
where we were greatly amused by the sociable- 
ness and conviviality of the inhabitants, who forced 
us into a coffeehouse, to smoke and drink coffee* 
We then explored the remains of an amphithe- 
atre, some parts of which were still in a state of 




md Darner, 


TUEKISH PASTIMES » 






E X P E D I T I O N T O E G Y P T. 

tolerable preservation. The arena is ploughed 
up, and turned into a field. r 

Jan uary the SOth. 

At eight this morning we left our ship, and 
went on shore, accompanied by the Capoutan 
Bey’s dragoman, or interpreter. We staid in the 
town of Macri till eleven, when having procured, 
or rather pressed horses and a guide through the 
all powerful influence of our escort (a Janissary) 
we took the road towards the Grecian village of 
Kaya, where we arrived at one, after passing 
through a small Turkish town, situate in a large 
plain covered with fruit trees. This town was 
erected apparently with a view of keeping the 
neighbouring Greeks in awe. 

Kaya is placed on the slope of a hill, descend- 
ing into the above mentioned plain, and consists 
of about three hundred houses, built at a distance 
from each other, and consequently covering a great 
extent of ground. We were here treated with 
all imaginable hospitality. Never was there a more 
striking contrast, than that between the manners 
of this enslaved people, and those of their despo- 
tic neighbours. It was towards evening when we 
left the place ; at which time all the merry inhabi- 

i 
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tants, mep, women, and children, were assembled 
in front of their miserable houses, the younger 
part gaily dancing to the sound of the lera. This 
instrument resembles the fiddle, but has only 
three strings, and produces a much shriller tone. 
It is played upon with a bow in the same man- 
ner, and is generally accompanied with the voice. 
Milton appears to have been acquainted with it 
in Italy, where it has the name of rihecca. 

‘ When the jocund rebecks sound, 

To many a youth, and many a maid. 

Dancing in the checker’d shade.’ 

L’ALLEGRm 

They seemed unconscious of their misery, and 
a look of happiness and contentment appeared in 
the countenances of all around. But it is melan- 
choly to think how rigorously they are treated, 
and how cruelly oppressed. 

The women are tall, handsome, and well made, 
and the easy elegance of the Grecian dress be- 
comes them very well. They have not the absurd 
Turkish custom of concealing their faces, which, 
on the contrary, they seem to delight in display- 
ing ; and which would be pretty, if divested of 
the many little medals with which they are 
covered. After a better repast than we could 
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possibly have expected, we left Kaya, much gra- 
tified by our excursion. > : 

January the 31 st. 

Early this morning we went again to Maori, 
and wandered about the numerous ruins that 
surround it. These mostly consist of tombs and 
monuments*, hewn out of the solid marble rocks, 
apparently with great labour and expense. From 
i, wbat we could collect, on inspection of the nnm- 
aid extent of the hntiquities around the town, 
it must formerly have been of considerable mag- 
nitude, and the grandeur and elegance of the mo- 
numents prove it to have been a place of note. 

The number of it’s inhabitants at some former 
period, from a computation we made of what the 
amphitheatre was capable of containing, I should 
take to have been from twenty to twenty-five 
thousand, at a moderate calculation. Numerous 
remains of Greek inscriptions, perfectly discerni- 
ble, beside the size of the stones, and manner 
of building, speak certainly as to it’s antiquity. 
We know from the ancient geographers, that the 
town of Telmessus formerly occupied this situa- 
tion ; and the inhabitants, though grossly ignorant, 
still retain the tradition of the name. ; 


* See a sketch 
of two of 
these monu- 
ments, Plate 



JOURNAL OF THE 


We likewise visited llie ruins of an old fort, 
standing on tbe summit of an almost inaccessiMe 
rock, to the eastward oftlietown. This, how- 
ever, is not equally ancient with the rest, and in- 
deed bears indisputable prooife of being much 
more modern ; most probably it was a work of 
the Genoese. ^ ^ 

February the 1st. 

We went on shore again this morning, to coim 
pare our sketches, after which we amused our- 
selves in rambling about the amphitheatre, of 
^ See this which I took a front view^. 

Since our arrival in this place, I have had fre- 
quent opportunities of verifying my remarks on 
the scrupulous attention paid by the Turks to 
all their religious duties. No consideration can 
induce one of them to break the rigid fast, which 
they keep during the present time, called Rar 
madan, which answers to our Lent. They caur 
not even take a pinch of snuff, or a drop of war 

sunset, and: are called to 
public prayers five times a day. 

To the eastward of the town there is a very 
extensive plain,: but thinly inhabited ; and com 
sisting of the Rest soil,: cultivated in the worst 
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manner possible. In tlie evening we rowed to 
a small sandy island^, on tbe left side of the em 
tranee into the hay. It is entirely covered with 
the ruins of a onee populous town, which at pre- 
sent does not contain a single soul. We found 
nothing remarkable, but fully ascertained it to 
have been a Genoese city. 

February the 3d. 

In the evening we repaired on board the Ca- 
poutan Bey’s ship, to try if his excellency would 
procure us the means of returning to Marmorice, 
as we were afraid to protract our stay, lest the 
army should proceed on the expedition. It was 
just sunset when we got on board. On our 
reaching the gangway, we saw all the sailors, 
in every part of the ship, kneeling on their small 
carpets, and with their faces turned towards the 
west, fervently employed in prayer. The fast of 
the day was then over, and on going between 
decks immediately after, we found them at least 
as busily occupied in eating, as they had a few 
minutes before been engaged in praying. They 
were in separate messes of three or four, eating 
with their fingers out of the same dish. This re- 
past . was just of sufficient duration to satisfy 
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tlieir hunger, after which, contentedly squatting 
down, every man had his pipe and cup of 
coffee. 

The ship was very clean ; the guns of the lower 
deck were brass forty-two pounders. In the centre 
of the ship was a small neat place, serving as a 
coffeeroom, where people are busily employed 
in boiling coffee, which is sold out to the sailors. 
Having gone over every part of the decks, we 
went into the wardroom, where the captain and 
all the lieutenants live together. They also were 
at dinner, eating in the same manner, and at least 
as voraciously as any of the sailors. It was to 
us a very disgusting sight, there being some- 
times five or six greasy hands in the dish at the 
same moment. As soon as they had finished their 
meal, which was not long, as no time was wasted 
in speaking or drinking, they all sat down cross- 
legged upon their carpets, when the never failing 
pipes and coffee were introduced. In this part of 
the entertainment we could not do otherwise than 
join them. 

The Capoutan Bey, who had been also busy in 
breaking his fast, now sent word, that he was 
prepared to receive us. We thereupon went up 
to the cabin, and found his excellency in all the 
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it’s departure, we determined to lose no time, 
and accordingly went on board our small vessel 
a little before sunset. It was a mere boat with- 
out any deck, ^nd altogetber not very safe. We 
immediately hoisted our sail, and with a, fine 
breeze left the bay. 

We spent a very disagreeable night, without 
even room sufficient to stretch our legs, having 
twelve Turks in the boat, with whose close com- 
pany we should the more readily have dispensed, 
as they were extremely dirty, and covered with 
vermin. However, after an intolerably hot day, 
with the sun darting almost vertically upon us, 
we happily arrived in Marmorice bay about four 
o’clock. 

The weather, after our return, was extremely 
wet and unpleasant. The army in consequence 
became sickly, the number of men fit for duty 
diminishing twenty or thirty a week in most of 
the brigades. Our departure was therefore the 
more desirable, and the protraction of our stay, 
under these circumstances, could not be benefi- 
cial to our enterprise. 

February the 9th. 

This morning was unusually dark and gloomy, 
and thick clouds continued to gather over the 
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acljoiiiing mountains, tlie giimmits of wliicli were 
soon entirely liidden from our view. About, ele- 
ven a tremendous thunder storm came on, accom- 
panied with perhaps as heavy hail as ever was 
known. The stones were considerably larger 
than pigeons’ eggs ; and came down witlr such 
terrible force, as soon to level several of the 
tents ; the rain fell in torrents ; and the wind 
blew furiously from the south east. 

Our situation mean time cannot be supposed 
to have been very pleasant; our unfortunate 
tents levelled with the ground ; ourselves drenched 
to the skin, and our feet literally in water, as the 
ground was entirely inundated by the various 
streams rushing down the adjacent hills. The 
rain continued with unabated violence all day, 
and likewise during the night, which was the 
most blowing and tempestuous I ever passed on 
shore. The lightning w^as incessant, and, break- 
ing through the extreme darkness, increased the 
horrors of the storm. 

At daybreak it began to clear up slowly, the 
clouds dispersing by degrees; w^e then beheld 
the destructive effects of the tempest among the 
shipping in the bay. Several vessels had parted 

from their anchors, and running foul of each 

K. 



66 


JO U R N A L OF THE 


other bad caused considerable damage. The 
shore along the encampment was strewed with 
boats of all sizes, which had been driven from 
their, moorings ; providentially, however, no 
lives were lost. How dreadful must have been 
the effects of this storm at sea, when it’s influ- 
ence was thus sensibly felt in a bay so well shel- 
tered 1 

Previous to the bad weather, two regiments 
were daily employed in cutting wood for gabions 
and fascines, of which a great number were made 
by a large party of artificers, selected from the 
different corps. A great quantity of wood, to 
serve as fuel for the fleet, was also felled by the 
soldiers and sailors. 

A Chouisch baehi, a great officer of the Porte, 
had arrived atMarmorice, to hasten the supplies, 
and to order the Turkish gunboats from Rhodes. 
Little benefit, however, was derived from his 
stay; but the gunboats at length came round. 

With this bachi came also a, general in the 
Turkish army, of the name of Campbell. He 
was a native of Scotland, and said, that he was 
obliged to leave his country when only eigh- 
teen years of age, on account of a duel, in which 
he had killed his antagonist. In consequence of 
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tills lie fled to Turkey, wliere, becoming a rene- 
gade, lie entered the army, and by degrees rose 
to bis present rank. At one time be was master 
general of the ordnance, and a great favourite 
of the sultan ; but from what cause be lost his 
influence, he did not explain to us. He was sent 
to Marmorice on account of the advantage ex- 
pected to accrue from his knowledge of the Eng- 
lish language, and entertained hopes, that this 
mission would restore him to favour. A few days 
after he sailed for Jaffa, in an English sloop of 
war, to join the grand vizier. 

Febuuauy the 17 th. 

This morning there . was an assembly of all the 
general officers of the army, on board the Kent, 
when Sir Ralph Abercromby explained to them 
his intentions, and gave his final instructions. 

Aboukir was now supposed to be the spot fixed 
upon for our landing, and Alexandria our first 
object. Strict orders were issued, to be ex- 
tremely careful of water, as it was apprehended seeAppen. 

. . ’ . : \ No- 3* 

we should find great difficulty in obtaining any in 
the country, which was the place of our desti- 
natidn. 

K 2 
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We now received the unpleasant information of 
the arrival of two French frigates, rEgyptienne 
and la Jnstice, at Alexandria; and it was re- 
ported, that they had on board a vast quantity of 
ajn munition, of which the French army was in 
great want, wvith a reinforcement of eight hundred 
artillerymen. It %vas at this juncture peculiarly 
unfortunate, that these ships should have suc- 
ceeded in eluding the vigilance of our cmizers, 
and reaching their destined port., 

February the SOth. 

Every thing was now'' embarked,, and not a tent 
was to be seen on the shore ; our departure from 
this hay being delayed only by the winds, which 
were directly contrary. The horses were put on 
hoard some Smyrna vessels, that had lately 
arrived under convoy of the Greyhound frigate ; 
and M presented a curious and 

motley assemblage of ships, polacres, xebecs, fe* 
liiccas, &c. 

February the 2l3d. 

• At seven this morning the signal to unmoor was 
made from lord Keith’s ship, and was quickly 
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followed by tlie sigiial for weigliiii^^ Accord- 
irigiy the sMps began to move out of the harbour 
in succession ; and at five in the evening rear-admi- 
ral Sir Richard Bickerton, who had remained to 
see all the ships out of the bay, gave inforiuatioii 
by signal, that this was efFected. The fleet then 
immediately crowded sail, with a fresh northerly 
wind. It was a noble sight to behold so niinie- 
roiis and formidable an assemblage of ships, vying, 
as it were, to outsail each other, and anxious to 
reach the scene of action. 

On the 25 th, being nearly half way across, 
the wind suddenly changed, and became com- 
pletely foul. The gale continued to increase til 
the 27th, when it blew tremendously. The sea 
ran mountains high, and the heaviness of the 
swell made the ships labour exceedingly. This 
w^as too much for the small craft, such as the 
gunboats, feluccas, &c., so that they all abandoned 
us in the night, and made the best of their way 
toward the island of Cyprus. 

We had been particularly unfortunate in the 
•weather since we left Marmorice, which we felt 
the more, as we were so near the termination of 
our voyage ; but next morning the wind greatly 
abated. It occupied the entire day, however, to 
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collect tlie fleet, wliich, as may be imagined, bad 
been miicli dispersed during the gale. 

Maech tbe 1st. 

On the evening of this day, we distinguished 
land, scarcely raised above the level of the sea, 
and at no great distance. This we supposed to 
be either Alexandria or Aboukir. Apprehensive 
of overshooting our destinatio.n, we stood ofFunder 
an easji" sail all night ; and making for the land 
again early the next morning, at about ten o’clock 
we anchored in the celebrated bay of Aboukir. 
The day being fine when we arrived, the necessary 
signals for preparing to land were immediately 
made. The troops were at the height of expec- 
tation, in good spirits, and impatient to get into 
the boats, when the wind freshened, and blow- 
ing right on shore, necessarily created such a surf, 
as must have rendered the landing impracticable. 
The signal, therefore, was annulled. This was 
evidently felt as a disappointment, and the ardour 
of the moment was succeeded by regret. 

The French frigate la .Il6gen^r6e arrived at 
Alexandria on the 1st of March, with two hun- 
dred men of the fifty-first demibrigade, six hun- 
dred artillery, and a great quantity of ammuni- 
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tion; andtlie brig Lodi arrived there the same 
day, with intelligence of a reinforcement of five 
thousand men in Gantheaume’^s fleet. 

The hay of Ahoukir, without going farther 
hack than the Croisades, has been the rendezvous 
of several fleets and armaments ; hut it has lately 
been rendered more celebrated by lord Nelson’s 
destruction of the French fleet. 

It is a very wide and extensive hay, yet so 
shallow within four or five miles of the shore, 
that even transports cannot venture in any closer. 
In the present instance some of our ships of war 
lay nine or ten miles out. It is, however, very 
good holding ground. One of the anchors of 
r Orient, and another very ancient one, with 
three flukes, were taken up after our arrival. 

The Foiidroyant, lord Keith’s ship, struck on 
a wreck, supposed to he that of rOrient, or some 
other French ship, sunk in the battle of the Nile. 

The land all round this open hay is low, with 
a few sandy elevations, and interspersed here and 
there with date trees. At the extremity of the 
peninsula of Aboukir stands a well built fort, 
having a tower in the centre, from which the 
garrison appeared to be very busy in making sig- 
nals ; and about half a mile from this point is a 
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small island, where the French had a mortar bal- 
tery on the memorable first of August 1798. It 
is now well known by the name of J^elson s 
island. 

Immediately on our arrival here, we learned 
the unfortunate and very unexpected news of 
the death of major M'Kerras, commanding engi- 
neer on the expedition. He had been ashore on 
the peninsula a few days previous to our arrival, 
to compare and rectify some plans of it, and was 
returning to the Peterel sloop of war, when his 
boat was chased by a French gerine, and an un- 
lucky shot, striking him in the forehead, caused 
his instant death. Major Fletcher of the same 
corps, who was also in the boat, was taken pri- 
soner. However we might have lamented the 
death of major M^Kerras as an esteemed indivi- 
dual, yet our regret was considerably increased, 
on reflecting how seriously his loss must be felt 
by the expedition. Endowed with a great share 
of professional talent, active, entei'prising, and 
ever indefatigable in the prosecution of the public 
service, his death was no less a misfortune to the 
army, than a calamity to his friends. 

The wind still continued to blow fresh, and on 
the shore. The sea ran extremely high, and 
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several of the ships parted from their anchors. 
Oiir situation now became extremely vexations- 
tlioiigh opposite the place of landing, the per- 
verse obstinacy of the winds prevented us from 
attempting our object. Mean time the French, 
fully aware of our intentions, were left iindis- 
turhed, to collect their scattered troops, and 
make their dispositions for opposing our de- 
barkation. Every moment we were delayed, 
added to their means of defence. In the mean 
time, the three companies of the second battalion 
of the twenty-seventh regiment, which had been 
left at Malta, arrived in the Romulus, under the 
command of lieutenant-colonel FI. Smith. 

At length, on the 6th, the weather became 
fine and moderate, yet the sea still ran so high, 
and the surf w as so fierce, that no hopes of land- 
ing at present could be entertained. Sir Sidney 
Smith, always anxious to be actively employed, 
went in shore wdth two armed launches to attack 
a French goo-boat, which had stationed itself at 
the entrance of Lake Maadie or Aboukir. It w^as 
soon abandoned, and Sir Sidnev, havino- throw n 
the gun into the lake, and otherwise dismantled 
the boat, came off with a French corporal of artil- 
lery, whom he had taken prisoner, an Arab, and 

L 
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a jack ass. The corporal informed the commander 
in chief, that the French force, assembled to op- 
pose our landing, consisted of between two and 
three thousand men. On the 7th, the weather 
still continuing moderate, the swell began consi- 
derably to abate. It was therefore determined, 
to attempt the landing early next morning, and 
orders were issued accordingly. Tbe first disem- 
barkation to consist of the reserve under major- 
general Moore, and general Oakes ; the brigade 
of guards under major-general Ludlow ; and a 
part of the -first hrigade, consisting of the second 
battalion of royals, and the first and second bat- 
talions of the fifty-fourth regiment, under the 
command of major-general Goote ; with ten pieces 
of cannon, and a proportionate number of artil- 
lery men. 

EIGHTH OF MARCH. 

At two o’clock in the morning a rocket was 
fired from the admiral, which was the signal for 
all boats to repair to the appointed ships. About 
half after three, the boats, being filled witli 
troops, began to move off towards the rendezvous. 
Three armed vessels were stationed in a line oppo- 
site the shore, and out of gunshot, round wliich 
6 
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tlie Loats were to form, and wait the order for 
pushing to the land. 

Each flat-bottomed boat contained about fifty 
men, exclusive of the sailors employed in rowing. 
The soldiers were ordered to sit down on the bot- 
tom, holding tlseir firelocks between their knees. 
All the boats of the fleet were engaged either in 
towing the flats, or carrying troops. They might 
contain in the whole near five thousand men. 
Six thousand had been intended for lauding, but 
above a thousand remained in the ships, from the 
want of means to convey them. 

The moment was awful ; and the most solemn 
silence prevailed, as the boats pulled to the ren- 
dezvous, a distance of about five miles. Nothing 
was heard but the hollow and dismal sound of 
the oars, as they dipped into the water. 

The boats continued coming up till a little 
after eight, w hen every arrangement being made, 
and as correct a line as possible formed, the 
centre boat, in which wns the honourable cap- 
tain Cochrane of the navy, who superintended 
the whole, threw out the signal to advance. 
Every oar was instantly in motion, polling eagerly 
toward the shorer^ ^ 

L 2 
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In order to protect onr approacli, the iTartariis 
and Fury bomb vessels commenced throwing 
shells as we passed them* Two gunboats, and 
three armed launches, kept up a constant firing 
for the same purpose, though with little elFect, 
We continued to advance unmolested, and not a 
Frenchman was to be seen, either on the sand- 
hills, or on the strand ; when suddenly, as we got 
within reach, they opened a tremendous and 
well supported fire from fifteen |)ieces of artillery, 
which had been disposed otf the hills that lined 
the beach, and from the guns of Aboukir castle. 
Shot and shells now fell in profusion, striking 
the water all round the boats, and dashing it upon 
us. This, however, was comparatively but a 
feeble opposition. On our nearer approach, we 
were assailed with such a terrible shower of grape 
shot and langTage, as was never before probably 
directed against so Small a point, and could be 
compared only to the effects of a violent hail storm 
upon the water* 

Was there a more trying moinent. Our 
troops penned up so close, as to be unable to 
movCj and exposed to a galling and destructive 
fire, without the power of returning it, or taking 
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any measures of defence. Two boats were siiiilc. 
Close to that in whicb I was embarked, a flat, 
conveying part of the Coldstream guards, ivas 
struck in the middle by a shell, which, bursting 
at the same instant, killed and dreadfully wounded 
numbers; the rest went to the bottom. Many 

ft/ 

were picked up, but in such a state, as to be in- 
sensible of the obligation. The sinking of a boat 
could, indeed, scarcely be otherwise than fatal. 
Embarrassed with belts, loaded with three days 
provision, and his cartouch box filled with sixty 
rounds of ball cartridge, a soldier could find in 
swimming only an ineffectual struggle for life. 

Nothing, however, could dismay troops so 
brave. Surrounded by death in it’s most fright- 
ful shapes, their courage was not to be damped. 
Through a fire rendered doubly tremendous by 
the impossibility of resistance, we continued 
steadily to advance, cheering and huzzaing as if 
victory had already been in our grasp, though 
yet without the power of returning a single shot. 

It was near nine when the first boats took the 
CTOund. Numbers of our men were at this mo- 

O 

ment lost, being shot in the boats, or bayooetted 
in the act of stepping out, by the enemy, who had 
come down to the water’s edge, to receive us as 



JOURNAL OF TH£ 

we landed. The regiments formed immediately 
as tliey got out of the boats, and lost not a mo- 
ment in advancing. 

The four flank companies of the fortieth, on 
the right of the whole, and the twenty-third next 
to them, in the most spirited manner charged up 
a hill rising almost perpendicularly from the sea- 
side, the sand of which yielded under their feet 
as they climbed up. A body of the French, the 
brave sixty-first demibrigade, who were drawn up- 
on the top, panicstruck by such intrepidity, pre- 
cipitately retreated, leaving two pieces of cannon 
behind them. ^ On the left, where majors-general 
Coote and Ludlow commanded, a body of up- 
wards of two hundred of the enemy’s cavalry 
charged part of the guards and of the royals, as 
they came out of the boats ; but more of the 
troops landing, and coming to their assistance, the 
French were speedily repulsed, sufiering a very 
considerable loss. 

The contest on shore lasted about twenty 
minutes, when the enemy gave way in every 
quarter, and we got possession of the hills, whi- 
ther the body of seamen under Sir Sidney Smith, 
with their accustomed alacrity, dragged up seve- 
ral field pieces. 
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The French retreated along lake Abonkir, 
called by them lake Maadie, having first de- 
tached a part of the fifty-first demibrigade to 
Aboukir castle. They took a position in the 
plain, a mile from the beach, with their right to 
the lake, and their left toward the sea, which 
point was protected by two guns and all their 
remaining cavalry. 

The force that opposed our landing was com- 
manded by general Friant, and consisted of two 
battalions of the grenadiers of the sixty-first 
demibrigade, two battalions of the seventy-fifth, 
one of the fifty-first, one of the twenty-fifth, the 
eighteenth and twentieth dragoons, about one 
hundred and twenty artillery; in ail about two 
thousand five hundred men, and fifteen pieces of 
cannon. Their loss, at a very moderate eompu- 
tation, was four hundred men in killed, wounded, 
and taken ; six pieces of cannon, and one howit- 
zer. General Martinet, who was a captain in the 
French navy at the battle of the Nile, and at the 
time of this action commanded the nautical legion, 
was left dead on the spot. Our loss was six hun- 
dred and fifty-two, in killed, wounded, and missing, 
exclusive of the seamen in the boats, and those 
under Sir Sidney Smith. 


Sir 

Abercroui-' 
l3y’s difpatch ‘ 
of the mil of 
Jvfardij Ap- 
pendix, Mo. .4, 



80 


J O U R N A L O F T H E 

Sciircelj was our clebai'kation ejBected, aod our 
efforts crowned with victory, when our anxious 
commander ill chief came on shore. Until that 
period major-general Coote was the senior gene- 
ral officer with the troops. 

We now drew up opposite the enemy, and 
in this position both armies remained cannonad- 
ing each other till about eleven o’clock, when the 
French were perceived retreating silently along 
the lake, and apparently in good order. They 
halted, however, fora short time, at the post of 
Mandara, a small redoubt, built on a height in 
the narrowest part of the peninsula, about four 
miles from the place of landing, 

“ Immediately upon the retreat of tlie enemy, 
our armed launches entered into lake Maadie, or 
Aboukir, and measures were adopted for supplyr 
ing the army by means of the boats of the fleet, 
a depot of provision and ammunition being esta- 
blished on it’s banks for this purpose. 

The second division, having landed, came up at 
this juncture, which made us change our position, 
advancing in columns of regiments, by brigades, 
and halting about dark. The army was then 
formed in four lines, extending from the sea on 
the right, to lake Aboukir on the left ; the reserve 
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and the guards forming the first line ; major-gene- 
ral Coote’s brigade the second ; major-general 
Cradock’s the third ; and major-general the earl 
of Cavan’s the fourth. Such parts of brigadiers- 
general Stuart and Doyle’s corps, as had landed 
in the course of the day, took their ground in 
front of Aboukir castle, which had refused to 
surrender on bein«: summoned. About seventv 
mounted, and two hundred dismounted cavahy, 
also came on shore in the evening. Those that 
were mounted immediately took the duty of 
vedettes and of the advance ; the rest remained 
near Aboukir. 


March the 9th. 

This day it blew extremely fresh, which pre- 
vented the landing of any stores, provision, &c. : 
but, notwithstanding the apprehensions we had 
been led to entertain to the contrarv, we found a 
very tolerable supply of good water, by digging 
about four feet deep in the sand. We were like- 
wise convinced, tliat it sometimes rains in Egypt, 
for we had a smart shower. 

No camp equipage was yet allowed to be 
landed, but the troops were enabled to shelter 
themselves pretty comfortably by making huts 

M 
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with the houghs of the date tree, which abounds 
in this peninsula. Our commander in chief had 
no other habitation. 

The parts of generals Stuart and Doyle’s bri- 
gades that were before Aboukir, now joined us. 
The second or queen’s regiment, with four hun- 
dred dismounted dragoons, under the command 
of the earl of Dalhousie, being all the troops 
left for the reduction of that fort ; and the army 
advanced it’s position about a mile toward Alex- 
andria. 

March the 10th. 

This day being extremely fine, and the weather 
quite calm, we had the pleasure of seeing the rest 
of the army, and most of the horses, coming on 
shore. Immense quantities of provision, stores of 
all kinds, and forage, were also landed, by ineans 
of lake Aboukir, close* to our position. In the 
evening of the 9thj seven companies of the second 
battalion of the twenty-seventh regiment arrived 
from Lisbon, and joined the army on this day. 

This lake is of a very modern date, having been 
formed by an irruption of the sea so late as 177 d* 
A stone dyke, the greater part of which is to this 
day standing, was the only" barrier, which kept out 
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the sea from a plain much lielow it’s level. This 
was broken clown by the fury of the waves in a 
violent gale, and the water j rushing in with impe- 
tuosity, destroyed several villages, and formed the 
present extensive inundation. The kalisch or 
canal of Alexandria divides it from the site of lake 
Mareotis, which was almost every where dry, 
having no communication with the sea. 

Lake Aboukir is navigable in most parts for 
boats and small craft: it also abounds in excellent 
fish of different kinds, especially mullet, which 
afforded a welcome and plentiful supply to our 
army ; the Arabs being glad to find so good and 
ready a market. 

The advantages which we derived from this lake 
were great indeed ; and to the accommodation it 
afforded us in many respects we are in some de- 
gree indebted for our success. All our provision, 
ammunition, guns, and stores of every description, 
were brought up to us with the greatest facility in 
boats ; but had we been without this mode of 
conveyance, our means of land carriage were so 
feeble, that the moment of action would probably 
have been lost, before supplies could arrive. Two 
or three hundred miserable horses or mules could 
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Jje of very little effective assistance in the Iieavy 
sands of the peninsola. 

By affording a harbour for our gunboats, the 
lake was also of the greatest service ; these boats, 
exclusive of other advantages, were no small secu- 
rity to our left flank. It is rather unaccountable, 
that the French, so long masters of this country, 
did not keep a strong force of armed boats on this 
lake, which would have annoyed us materially on 
our landing, or in any future movements. 

On the 11th, lieutenant Guittera, surgeon Smith, 
and thirteen men of the Corsican Rangers, ad- 
vanced in front of Mandara redoubt, were sur- 
rounded by a detachment of the enemy s cavalry, 
and taken prisoners. 

Advance of March the 12th. 

At seven this morning ail the troops moved 
from their position in two colums. The reserve, 
and the brigade of guards, remaining on their 
ground at and near Mandara redoubt, till ibe 
body of the army came up to them. 

The French cavalry, which had been reinforced 
since the lOth by near three hundred men of the 
twenty-second dhasseurs d clieval, was posted at 
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an old rnined tower a mil© and a half from Man- 
dara. About a mile in front of the redonbt, oiir 
advanced guard came up with the enemy’s vedettes, 
when a smart skirmishing commenced ; but we 
continued to advance without meeting any serious 
opposition, as the enemy’s force, which consisted 
chiefly in cavalry, retreated regularly as we came 
up with them, after exchanging a few shots. 

At lialf past one we arrived upon our ground, 
and formed in two lines, extending from the 
sea to the lake. The French were drawn up in 
our front, occupying a very strong position along 
a range of hills, with their left supported by an 
old ruin. A short time after we had halted, they 
opened a smart fire on us, from two pieces of can- 
non, which killed tvro men, one of the third regi- 
ment of guards, and one of the royals, and wounded 
two more. We were not long in returning the 
salute, and it is presumed we must have occa- 
sioned some loss on their side, as their fire was 
immediately silenced. The advanced posts and 
cavalry vedettes continued skirmishing till dusk? 
without doing each other any material injury. 
Our loss in the course of this day was very 
trifling, compared to the extent and advantage 
of the ground we gained. It consisted in two 
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men killed, one lieutenant'^, four privates, and 
four horses wounded. The loss of the French 
could scarcely have been less. Colonel la Tour 
Maubourg, commanding the twentieth dra- 
goons, we know was severely wounded in the 
face by a splinter of one of our shells. 

Our troops remained on their arms the whole 
night, the ninetieth and ninety-second regiments 
being placed along our front as advanced pic- 
quets. 

It was now determined to attempt driving the 
enemy from his position in the morning, and 
orders were given for marching forwards at 
daybreak. 

Action of the 13th of March. 

Although the orders mentioned, that we Aiould 
march from our ground at five in the morning, 
yet, owing to some untoward circiimstances, it 
was half past six before the army began to move : 
the whole in columns of march, with the left in 
front, and in the following order : 

Major-general Cradock’s brigade in front, with 
the ninetieth regiment as it’s advanced guard. 
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Major-general lord Cavan’s on Ms left, near 
tlie lake, witli liis advanced guard, tbe ninety- 
second, on a parallel with the head of general 
Cradock’s column. 

Major-general Coote’s brigade, immediately in 
the rear of general Cradock’s, to support him in 
case of necessity. 

The reserve moved in two columns near the 
sea, parallel with the head of general Coote’s 
brigade. 

The guards were on a line with the second 
column of the reserve. 

Brigadier s-general Stuart and Doyle’s brigades, 
with the dismounted cavalry, moved in the rear 
of lord Cavan’s brigade, near the lake. 

The object was, to turn the enemy’s right. 

As we advanced, the French commenced from 
a numerous, and admirably well served flying 
artillery, a very destructive fire upon us ; which, 
ei^ladmg the depths of our columns, and nco- 
cJietting from division to division, caused great 
havoc in our ranks. The columns were imme- 
diately , and with the greatest precision, deployed 
into line, excepting the reserve, which continued 
in column the whole day near the sea, and briga^- 
dier-general Doyle’s brigade. 



At this moment, the enemy, in expectation of 
taHng advantage of this change of disposition, 
came down from the heights to attack ns. A 
considerable body of cavalry, the twenty-second 
chasseurs, made a spirited and impetuous charge 
on the niiietieth regiment, w^ho, with the coolness 
and intrepidity of veterans, received them un- 
broken upon the points of their bayonets. The 
French were then obliged to retreat, having’ 
received a well timed volley as they wheeled 
about, which brought great numbers of them to 
the ground. 

Their attack on other parts of the line was 
attended with no better successj being repulsed in 
every quarter. The eigbtb and eighteenth regi- 
ments on the right, and the thirteenth in the 
Centre of major-general Gradock’s brigade, when- 
ever they came up to the enemy, poured so warm 
and so regularly kept up a fire of musketry, as 
to force Ihem precipitately tmretr eat . The ninety- 
second, opposed to the sixty-first demibrigade, 
and under a heavy fire from two field pieces, 
loaded with grape shot, advanced unshaken to 
their very mouths, forcing the enemy, by a pre- 
cise and well continued fire of musketry, to aban- 
don them. The regiment of Dillon, moving close 
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to tlie canal of Alexandria, behaved also witli 
great gallantr|^, repelling a body of the French, 
which was opposed to it, with considerable 
loss. . ' ’ ^ 

Our motions were slow, we being often obliged 
to halt for the artillery ; which, not being drawn 
by horses, but by men, was dragged Avith great 
difficulty and labour through, the heavy sands. 
During these intervals, the enemy, whom we 
forced every where to give way, regularly rallied, 
and, bringing up their dying artillery, galled us 
bitterly. But as soon as we were again in mo- 
tion, they wheeled about "with them, and going 
off full gallop, took at a distance a new position 
for annoying us. 

This lasted till about half past eleven, when 
the French, astonished at our intrepidity, which 
nothing could surmount, and hard pressed by our 
steady fire, continued to retreat regularly from 
hill to hill, till close under the walls of Alex- 
andria. Here they Tallied upon the heights, and 
Ave halted in a long plain at the foot of them. 

In this situation we remained, the men being 
ordered to sit down, uncertain Avhether Ave should 

attempt to force them from this ncAv position, 

- N- 
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rendered formidable by nature, and defended by 
a powerful artillery. 

Our army, in tbe highest spirits, and elated by 
it’s recent success, was impatient to proceed; but 
Sir Ralph Abercromby, perceiving, that, if we 
drove the French from the heights, we could not 
retain them, as they appeared, on reconnoitring, to 
be commanded by forts Gafarelli and Cretin, 
deemed it improper to make an attempt, which 
must have been attended with a useless waste of 
blood. 

Mean while the enemy, not finding himself likely 
to be forced, brought up several pieces of heavy 
cannon from the adjoining works, and kept up a 
continual fire upon us, to which we lay completely 
and unresistingly exposed. Whole files were 
every instant swept down, and the chasm it occa- 
sioned as quickly filled up. 

About half past two major-general lord Cavan’s, 
and Brigadiers-general Stuart and Doyle’s bri- 
gades, posted on an advanced sandhill near the 
canal, made an attempt upon the enemy’s right ; 
and the forty-fourth regiment, in the most gallant 
manner, charged a body of the French, placed 
with a howitzer on a bridge over the canal, and 
quickly dislodged them ; but such a tremendous 

X 



fire was opened upon them from every part of the 
hills, that they were obliged to retreat. 

Near thirty pieces of cannon played upon this 
handful of men, and the earth was literally plough- 
ed up all around them. 

The commander in chief having determined to 
take up the same range of hills, which the enemy 
had occupied the night before, and from which 
we had driven them in the morning, the army 
began to move from the plain about four o’clock, 
and retired by degrees ; generals Coote and 
Cradock’s brigades bringing up the rear. 

Our loss in this action was very considerable, 
one thousand three hundred men being killed and 
wounded. The wounded were in a situation pecu- 
liarly distressing ; for their wounds having been 
mostly occasioned by cannon shot, even such as 
recovered were necessarily rendered cripples, and 
wholly lost to the service. The loss of the 
French may very safely be calculated at seven 
hundred men. General of division Laniisse was 
slightly wounded. We also took four pieces of 
cannon and one howitzer. 

Our force actually in the field was about 
fourteen thousand ; that of the enemy nearly seven 
thousand. But though so much superiour in 
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point of numbers, we laboured under great disv 
ad vantages from our deficiency in cavalry and 
artillery; in both of which the French had a 
decided superiority, had not two hundred 

and fifty cavalry mounted, and those so wretchr 
edly, as to be scarcely able to act. had 

upwards of six hundred mounted on excellent and 
remarkably well trained horses. In artillery 
their superiority was still more considerable ; as 
they had in the field nearly forty pieces of cam 
non, and most of them curricle guns, while the 
few that we had were slowly and with difficulty 
dragged along by sailors and soldiers. 

March the i4th. 

The position of the army was now as follows 

The first line, consisting of the reserve, a little 
advanced on the right, close to the sea; the 
guards, and major-general Coote’s brigade, on a 
hill in the centre ; and major-general Cradock’s 
brigade in a plain, on the left, near the canal of 
Alexandria, about two miles in front of the posi- 
tion we occupied the night before, 
f The second line was composed of brigadier- 
general Stuarfs brigade on the right; brigadier- 
general Doyle’s in the centre ; and major-general 



lord Cavan’s on tlie left ; the mounted cavalry of 
the reserve w^ere posted in a hollow, through 
which the road to Aboukir passes, between the re- 
serve and the brigade of guards, but a little in 
their rear. This day the castle of Aboukir was 
completely invested. Five twenty-four pounders, 
and a few mortars, were landed, and brought 
against it. 

Several fine Turkish horses were now sent by 
the grand signior from Constantinople, and Sir 
Ralph presented one of them to each of the gene- 
ral officers. 

Numerous working parties began to be em- 
ployed in throwing up works, and fortifying our 
position. Heavy guns, and quantities of ammu- 
nition, were landed at the depots, situate at the 
head of lake Aboukir, about a mile in the rear of 
our lines. 

On the night of the 15th the service lost 
colonel Brice, of the Coldstream guards. Being 
field officer for the night, in going his rounds he 
mistook his way, and falling into the French linci 
was shot by a vedette. The colonel was greatly 
regretted by all the army, , but especially by the 
officers of his regiment, by whom he w as extremely 
beloved. 
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Camp equipage was now issued^ but in small 
proportions, some corps having tents only at the 
rate of thirty-nine men to each, though made to 
contain hut fifteen. 

The Arabs, satisfied of our friendly disposition, 
began to come from the interiour, with abundant 
supplies of provision, and of horses. Mr. Bald^ 
win, formerly English consul at Alexandria, was 
appointed superintend ant of this market, which , 
without his efforts, must have been very irre- 
gular. 

March the 17th. 

Aboukir castle, after being nearly converted 
into a heap of ruins, was delivered up to us this 
day. The garrison surrendered prisoners of war, 
but the officers were allowed to retain their 
swords. The artillery found in the fort w^as 
extremely fine, the pieces being mostly brass, 
and brought over by the French to this country. 
Of those which we had taken in the field, some 
were Turkish. Immediately after the surrender, 
lord Dalhousie, with the queen’s regiment, joined 
the army. They were replaced at Aboulcir by 
the battalion of marines. 
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March the 18 tli. 

About three o’clock in the afternooh, a small 
body of French cavalry and infantry was ob- 
served reconnoitring on the canal of Alexandria, 
between our left and the village of Bedah, and 
several Arabs, coming to our camp with provision, 
were stopped by them, and some killed. In an 
instant our few cavalry were mounted, and, going 
off full speed along the canal, came upon the 
enemy, who waited to receive them. 

Our horse charged right through theirs, and 
made several prisoners ; but scarcely had they 
elFected this, wBen the infantry, concealed behind 
the parapet of an old redoubt, opened a destruc- 
tive fire, taking them in flank ; and the French 
cavalry, then wheeling about, charged our people, 
and took several prisoners in their turn. A com- 
pany of the Minorca regiment, under the com- 
mand of captain M‘Kinnon, hastened to the sup- 
port of our cavalry, but were not able to come 
up soon enough to be of any assistance. 

Our loss in this unfortunate skirmish was 
thirty-three men, and forty-two horses, in killed, 
wounded, and taken. Golonel Archdall, of the 
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twelfth dragoons, who headed the party, lost 
an arm. 

By the general orders of this day, the troops 
were in future to be under arms half an hour 
before daybreak, and not to be dismissed till half 
an hour after. 

March fh^ 19th. 

This evening five hundred; Turks joined the 
army. They were landed from the Capoutan 
Bey’s ship, and two others, which have arrived 
with him in Aboukir bay. Five or six thou- 
sand more were hourly expected with the Ca- 
poutan Pacha. Those already arrived encamped 
near the depot ; and almost every one of their 
tents had a little flag flying before it, in which 
were displayed all the colours of the rainbow. 

The ninety-second regiment, being much re- 
duced in numbers since the action of the thir- 
teenth, was ordered to Aboukir castle ; the 
marine battalion supplying it’s place in major- 
general Coote’s brigade. 

V arious and contradictory reports of Menou’s , 
movements, in consequence of our successful 
landing, now reached us. Some accounts said, 
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tliat lie bad left Cairo on tbe 16th ; while others 
reported, that he had already arrived at Deman- 
hour with eight thousand men. Very little 
credit, however, was given to these rumours; 
and still less apprehension entertained of his 
attacking our position, which we had fortified 
with two redoubts, not yet finished, for they were 
still open in the rear, one on our right, in front 
of the old ruins of Kasr Kiasera, or the castle of 
the Caesars, mounting two twenty-four-pounders ; 
another along the canal on our left, with one 
twelve-pounder; and several small fleclies, with 
one or two guns, disposed at intervals along the 
front of the line. 

Battle of the 21st of March. 

Atdialf past three this morning the troops were 
getting under arms, when they were alarmed by 
a pretty smart fire of musquetry proceeding from 
the farthest fl^che, on the canal toward our left. 
This was conceived to be nothing more than a 
feint, t5 harass our troops, or try their alertness; 
for we were yet ignorant of the junction of all 
the French forces at Alexandria, However, on 
it’s continuing for some time, with now and then 
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a camion shot, brigadier-general Stuart was aetii- 
ally on bis inarch with his brigade, to Support 
the point attacked, when lie was stopped by a 
very heavy fire both of cannon and musquetry, 
which commenced on our right. ^ ’ 

liii this false attack on the left, the enemy, ra- 
pidly advancing, entered a sinall fleche at the same 
lime with the out eentinels. They immediately 
turned lire twelve-pounder, which was mouiited 
in it, upon o>ur men, and had actually fired one 
shot from it, when a redoubt in the rear of this 
flee he opening it’s fire upon them, they quickly 
retreated, carrying off with them three officers, 
one sergeant, and ten rank and file of the fifth 
brigade. They had one officer and four privates 
killed in the fleche, but took away their wounded. 
The French, thinking to have drawn all our at- 
tention to the left, had hastily advanced with their 
whole body, having easily driven in our picqiietSv 
Their object, as it afterward appeared, was first 
by a sudden and spirited attack to turn and over- 
throw the reserve, which by it’s advanced position 
was separated a little from the rest of the army. 
This accomplished, their next aim was to force o 
centre with their united troops ; and,, while the 
attention of our Ifeft was fully occupied by the false 
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attack, tlie whole force of their cavalry, in which 
they were very strong, was to avail itself of a 
favourable opportunity, and, by an impetuous ' 
charge, drive us into lake Aboukir, thus at one 
blow deciding the contest. 

For this purpose, general Lanusse’s division, 
forming their left wing, advanced boldly against, 
our right; general Sylly’s brigade marched straight 
upon the redoubt ; while another, under general 
Valentin, proceeded along the seaside, to pene- 
trate between it and the old ruins. 

General Sylly’s brigade took possession of a 
j^mall redan, in which there was a gun ; but, stag- 
gered by the heavy fire from the redoubt, was 
obliged to fall back. The brigade moving along 
the sea was stopped in it’s progress by the fire 
from the old ruins, which were defended by the 
twenty-third and fifty-eighth regiments, and the 
dank companies of the fortieth. Still attempting 
to force it’s way between them and the redoubt, 
the sixty-ninth demibrig^de was taken in flank 
by one of the twenty-four-pounders loaded with 
grape shot, and nearly exterminated. On this 
the remainder of the corps refused to advance ; 
when general Lanusse, using his utmost eflbrts 
to rally them, and bring them to the charge, had 
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his thigli carried off by a cannon shot. Com- 
plete confusion then ensued, and a general dis- 
persion of this column took place. 

General Sylly's troops, not being able to clear 
the ditch of the redoubt, attempted to turn it, but 
were repulsed with great loss by the spirited 
opposition of the twenty-eighth regiment posted 
in it. 

While this was passing on the light of our line, 
general Rampont’s dwision made an attack on the 
centre, extending as far towards the left as the 
ninety-second'^. It attempted to turn the left of 
the brigade of guards, wbich was a little ad- 
vanced; but was received with so warm and 
well kept up a fire from the third regiment of 
guard s, whose left was thrown back, and from 
the royals, as to be forced, after a sharp contestj^ 
to retreat with great loss. 

General Destin, with his division, penetrated 
through the hollow, leaving the redoubt on his 
left, and endeavoured to reach the old ruins. He 
was there warmly received by the forty-second, 

^ When the firing commenced in the morning, the ninety-second was on 
it’s march to Abouhir, and already two miles from the camp. As soon as the 
firing was heard, it returned under the command of major Napier, rejoined 
33aajor-general Coote’s brigade, and behayed with it’s usual gallantry. 
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dnd attempted to withdraw his troops ; but a 
battalion of the twenty-first demibrigade having 
advanced too far, was surrounded, and obliged 
to lay down it’s arms, and surrender to the forty- 
second and fifty-eighth regiments. 

Repulsed in every quarter with the same ob- 
stinate resolution, and finding it impossible to 
penetrate through any part of our line, the 
French infantry at length gave way, and dispersed 
in all directions behind the sandhills. 

At this juncture the French general in chief, 
Menou, foiled in all his attempts, determined to 
make one last desperate effort at carrying our 
position. For this purpose he ordered the main 
body of the cavalry, under brigadier-general 
Roize, to charge j and general Regnier, at the 
head of the divisions, Lanusse, Rampont, Friant, 
and the eighty-fifth demibrigade, to support it. 
General Roize, convinced at once of the inutility 
and hazard of the attempt, twice remonstrated ; 
and it was only at the third peremptory order, 
that he obeyed. 

Accordingly, the third and fourteenth dragoons, 
under general Boussart, came up with all the 
impetuous fury of men certain of being sacrificed, 
and charged through the forty-second regiment, 



reiicliing as far as tlie tents. Here, however, 
they were elFectu all j stopped; the horses, en- 
tangled in the cords, were, for the most part, 
killed and many of th^^^ were obliged to 

seek their safety on foot. At this juncture the 
Minorca regiment came to support the forty- 
second, and drew up in the vacant space between 
the redoubt and the guards. The second line 
of French cavalry, composed of the fifteenth, 
eighteenth, and twentieth dragoons, with general 
Roize at their head, made another desperate 
mharge As it would 

have been impossible to withstand the shock, 
they opened with the most deliberate composure 
to let them pass then, facing about, they poured 
upon them such volleys, as brought numbers, 
both of men and horses, to the ground. The 
cavalry then endeavo.ured to force it’s way back, 
blit this they were unable to effect, and the 
greater part were killed or wounded in the 
attempt, general Roize himself falling on the 

A circumstance^ as fortunate as it was unexpected^, contributed also verj 
materially to the overthrow of the French cavalry. The ground in tlie rear of 
Hie forty-second was full of holes^ between three and four feet deep. These 
excavations had been made by the twenty-eighth reglmentj, as convcniencies 
to sleep in^ previous to the landing of the camp equipage. The enemy";?; 
cavalry^ .charging over these^ was completely broken and routed. 



spot. A standard, covered with the military 
exploits of the corps to' which, it belonged, ac- 
cording to general Regnier a bat alioii of the 
twenty-first demibrigade, fell into the hands of 
the Minorca or Queen's German regiment. It 
was taken by a private, named Anthony Lutz, for 
which he received a certificate from the adjutant- 
general, and the sum of twenty dollars. This man, 
never having learned to write or read, was inca- 
pable of being made a sergeant, to which post he 
would otherwise have been advanced. In fue 
early part of the action, a standard had been 
wrested from the French by the forty-second 
regiment, which was however unfortunately re- 
taken from them, at the moment of the impetm 
ous charge of the enemy’s cavalry. 

The French infantry, unable to give any assist- 
ance, and exposed to the fire of our guns, lostagreal 
number of men. General Beaudot was mortally 
wounded ; and when the broken remains of the 
cavalry formed again in the rear of their infantry, 
not one fourth of those who had chai’ged could be 
collected. 

It must have been at this period, that the 
gallant veteran, Sir Ralph Abercromby, received 
the unfortunate wound, which deprived the army 



of a clistiiignislied and beloved commander. It is 
impossible to ascertain the exact moment, as he 
never complained, or revealed the circumstance 
of his being wounded to any one, till it was per- 
ceived by those about him. No entreaty could 
even then prevail on him to leave the field, till 
convinced by his own eyes of the enemy’s 
retreat. 

During this the right of the French army con- 
tinued motionless opposite to our left; ; but a warm 
cannonade was maintained on both sides, and the 
riflemen and sharp shooters, scattered along the 
fronts, kept up an incessant fire. 

After the last effort of the cavalry, the French 
army remained drawn up in order of battle, con- 
tenting itself with keeping up a heavy cannonade, 
which we warmly returned. By this cannonade 
our second line suffered very considerably, be- 
cause great part of the first line being disposed 
along a height, the French were obliged to give 
great elevation to their guns, so that the balls, 
clearing the height, fell in among the ranks of 
the second line posted behind it. The enemy 
seemed wavering, and uncertain whether to 
attempt another attack ; and in this debate 
between prudence and courage, their troops lay 
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completely under the fire of our guns, which 
caused a dreadful havock among them. Pre- 
sently, howeYer, two of their ammunition waggons 
hlew up with a dreadful explosion, and their 
fire began considerably to slacken, most probably 
from a want of ammunition. 

Things remained in this state till about half 
after nine, when the enemy, losing numbers to 
no purpose, and not daring to renew the attack, 
began their retreat under the fire of all our artil- 
lery. At ten o’clock the firing had totally 
ceased on both sides; and thus ended the glo- 
rious and ever memorable action of the 21st of 
March. 

Our loss being one thousand four hundred 
and sixty-four, in killed, wounded, and missing, 
was certainly very considerable ; though slight 
when compared with that of the enemy, which, 
at a very moderate calculation, must have amount- 
ed to four thousand men, for no less than one 
^thousand one hundred and sixty were counted 
by the provost marshal left dead upon the field 
of battle, exclusive of those within the French 
vedettes, which of course he coidd not reckon, 
and of which there were certainly many. Ge- 
nerals Lanusse, Roize, and Beaudot, were killed, 
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and generals Destin, Sylly, Eppler, and several 
other officers of rank, wounded. In tlie pocket 
book of general Roizewere found some interest- 
ing papers, for wliich see the Appendix, No. 9- 
We took in this engagement two luindred and 
fifty prisoners, two pieces of cannon, and one 
standard. 

O n our sid e, the comm and er in chief w^as mor- 
tally wounded ; major-general Moore, brigadier- 
general Hope, adjutant-general to the army, and 
hrigadiers-general Oakes, Lawson, and Sir Sid- 
ney Smith, were likewise wounded ■*. 

The gunboats on the right, under the com- 
mand of captain Maitland of the royal navy, were 
of the most essential service, and did very great 

The effective force of the British army in the field on this memorable 
day was under twelve thousand men; that of the Freuds from the most 
exact computations that could be have been less than twelve 

or thirteen thousand able and experienced soldiers^ exclusive of artillery. 

Our efiective strength on the 7th of March^ as appears by the official returns 
■’St the .end of the .Appendix, ■ was.'-':,, ' - 14697 rank aod'file; 

'Subtracting frointhisy-iiuinbeL:- ^ 666,' our loss om the 8th, 'of ;M'arch.p 

11£9 ditto 13tb ditto, 

13 on the ISth ditto, 

'5:aO on diflerent .ser\ices, and noil- 
■ ,,coEibatants> , 

about 600 sick or convalescents. 

' ■■ ■■ ; 

leduces oir force actually m the field on the 21sfc of March to 1 1739, 
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execution among tbe Frencli troops posted be- 
Jiind tlie sandhills. 

At one time, during the engagement, we W'en; 
ill the greatest distress imaginable for want of 
ammunition ; several guns were left with scarcely 
one round, and many regiments were in a similar 
situation. This circumstance was owing to the 

want of means of conveyance. Had it not been 

%/ ■ 

for this temporary deficiency, the loss of the 
enemy would have been iiiuch more consi- 
derable. 

As general Menou built his chief hopes of 
success upon the sudden overthrow of our right 
wing, and the consequent CGnsternation of tlie 
army, he had preferred making his approach 
while favoured by the night, that he might arrive 
close to oiir position unperceived, and thus 
avoid the destructive fire of our entrenchments, 
and of the gunboats. In fact the attack w’as as 
sudden, as it was unexpected ; and had general 
Laniisse waited a little longer for the eiiect pro- 
duced by the false alarm on our left, the conse- 
quence might have been very serious, as the Mi- 
norca regiment, and the rest of general Stuart’s 
brigade, afterward of such very essential service 

' P .:2 ■ 



108 


J O U E N A L O F TUB 




on the right, were actually on their march to the 
threatened quarter. 

The five hundred Turks remained in the rear 
during the whole action. When the danger was 
over, they paraded on a small hill in our front 
with their numerous flags flying. About tw o 
hundred Bed oween Arabs, mounted on horse- 
back, came in to us across the ancient bed of 
lake Mareotis, before the firing had entirely 
ceased, and expressed their joy at the defeat of 
the French. 

The ground in our front, and even between our 
lines, was strewed with the bodies of the enemy’s 
slain, which the Turks and Arabs were very desi- 
rous to strip and plunder, had they, been allowed 
by us. Before night almost all the dead within 
our vedettes had been buried ; but within the 
French lines it was very different, for numbers of 
men, horses, and camels, were there left to rot, and 
infect the air with their noisome exhalations. 

When Sir Ralph Abercromby had seen the 
enemy retreat, he attempted to get on horseback y 
but his wound, which was probed and dressed in 
the field by an assistant surgeon of the guards, 
having become extremely stiff and painful, he 
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tould not mount, and reluctantly suffered himselF 
to be placed upon a litter, from which he was 
remoYed into a boat, and carried on board the 
Foudroyant. Here lord Keith received him with 
all possible affection, and every care and attention, 
which his state required, were early paid him. 

This misfortune befalling our illustrious com- 
mander, of whom it threatened to deprive us, 
combined with the reflection on the many valuable 
lives that had been lost, to damp the joy and 
triumph we should otherwise have felt on obtain^ 
ing such a brilliant victory. 

There being . some reason to apprehend, that 
the enemy intended to repeat their attack during 
the night, our troops remained under arms, and 
at their alarm posts, till morning. Had the French 
again tried our strength, however, they would 
have met even a warmer reception than they 
had already received ; for two additional twenty- 
fonr-pounders had been brought up, and placed' 
on a commanding ground in the rear of the third 
regiment of guards ; great abundance of ammu- 
nition of all kinds had been also conveyed from 
the depot to the lines, which had been strengthr 
ened by trous de loup, trenches, &c. 
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March the 25tli. 

The Capoiitan Pacha, with five sail of the line, 
aocl about five thousand Turks and Albanians, 
anchored this morning in the bay of Aboukir. 
With pleasure we beheld this first proof of the 
cooperation of our allies : but the grand vizier 
had not yet passed the Desert, and seemed in- 
clined to second our efforts very slowly in that 
quarter. All the line of battle ships, lord Keith’s 
excepted, this day prepared to sail on a cruize. 

March the 29th. 

This morning arrived the melancholy tidings 
of Sir Ralph Abercromby’s decease. At eleven 
the preceding night death snatched from us this 
beloved coininander. The wound which he 
received on the 21st, bringing on fever and 
inortification, oceasioned this lamented event, 
and our valiant general was lost to us at the 
moment when we stood most in need of his 
assistance. The ball had entered the thigh very 
high up, and, taking a direction towards the 
groin, had lodged in the bone, whence it could 
liot be extracted. ^ ^ 

V ": i , y, ■ ; ; ; . „ ; 
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lii tlie action of the 13tli of March^ he had 
suffered a coiitiisioii in the thigh from a musket 
hall, and had a horse killed under him. On the 
Sist, at the time when he received his death 
'wound, he was in the very midst of the enemy, 
and personally engaged with an officer of dra- 
goons, who was at that moment shot by a cor- 
poral of the forty-second. Sir Ralph retained the 
officer’s sword, wdiich had passed between his 
arm and his side the instant before the officer 
fell,. 

During the seven days, which elapsed from the 
period of his being wminded till his death, the 
anguish and torture he endured must have been 
extreme. Yet not a groan, not a complaint 
escaped his lips, and he continued to the last a 
bright example of patience and fortitude. He 
thought and talked of nothing else to all around 
him, but of the bravery and heroic conduct of the 
army, wdiicli he said he could not sufficiently 
admire. . ; 

A man who has served his country in every 
c|uarter of the globe; who, as a commander, 
devotes to his iroOps an attention almost parental; 
as a soldier, shares in all their hardships and all 
their dangers ; w ho, at an age when he might 



nation, long oppressea ny a sanguinary 
caught the first glimpse of an honourable joe 
and while a grateful people bent over the g 
of their departed hero, they beheld the yet ti 
olive, sheltering itself in the laurels which 
circled his tomb. 

The command of the army now devolved u 
major-general Hutchinson. 

Since our victory over the French, abund£ 
of fresh provision of all kinds came in. Am 
the rest, numbers of sheep, fowls, and es 
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April the Sid. 

At twelve o’cloct all our firoops were under 
arms, to receive the Oapcmtan Pacha. He rode 
along the lines, accompanied hy major-general 
Hutchinson, and followed by a numerous train of 
attendants, mounted on beautiful and richly capa- 
risoned horses, and dressed in all the splendour of 
Oriental magnificence. His highness went along 
the ranks, without seeming to he much pleased 
or struck with the appearance of the troops, 
whose harassed looks, and simple dress, little 
accorded with the glitter of gold and silver by 
which he was surrounded. He was saluted with 
one and twenty guns, both on his entering and 
on his leaving our camp. 

Several of the enemy watched an opportunity to 
desert, and come over to us. On this account 
double vedettes were placed along the French 
line. A Mamaluke deserted from them this day, 
to whom the Capoutaii Pacha gave a purse full of 
sequins, . 

The succeeding days the weatlier was extremely 
unpleasant. The wind, bemg very high, hlew the 
sand about with great violence into our faces and 

eyes, so as to incommode us very much. This w as 

: Q ■ • 



I 

a eireumstuiice, from wliidi we had not jet suf- ! 

ieredj tlioiigli we afterward experienced it too 
frequently, before we left Egypt : and to this I 

cause perhaps may chiefly he ascribed the com- | 

plaints of the eyes, with which so many of our 
men were afflicted, and by which many lost their ? 

sight, though some have happily recovered it | 

since their return to England. | 

■ General Hutchinson, aware of the advantages 
which must accrue from the possession of Rosetta, I 

as it would open to us the Nile, and ensure our 
further supplies, now determined to make himself i 

master of the place. For this purpose he de~ f 

tached Colonel Spencer on the fifth, with four f 

thousand Turkish troops, the fifty-eighth regi- I 

ment, the four flank companies of the fortieth, 
thirty mounted cavalry of Hompesch’s dragoons, 
and three pieces of cannon. In consequence of 
the roughness of the weather, colonel Spencer | 

could not leave Aboukir till the sixth, qn which | 

day he was reinforced by the queen’s regiment, 
making in all about one thousand British, and 
four thousand Turks, under bis command. He 
crossed lake Aboukir at the entrance, where we I 

had established a ferry, and encamped near the I 

^yilage'^-c’of Edko^.^^^ : - V;: ^ ;;; | 
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Great hopes were entertained from this diver- 
sion, which was intended to divide the enemy’s 
force, less able to bear a division from his recent 
loss. ^ ; ; . . : :• 

Three men of Ilompescifs dragoons, wliile 
vedettes, deserted to the enemy on three siicces- 
sive moiTiings. This was a bad example, especi- 
ally when it is considered, that "sve had a brigade 
entirely composed of foreigners, great part of them 
deserters, whom it was well known the enemy 
would do all in their power to entice over to them. 
Accordingly general Hutchinson, wishing to stop 
the evil at it’s commencement, ordered the corps 
to he immediately dismounted, and sent to do 
duty in the rear at Aboukir. The service required 
this measure, though apparently severe on the 
olFicers and privates of the regiment, who had 
hitherto on all oecasions behaved with gal- 

Golonel Cameron of the seventy-ninth, with two 
hundred infantry and fifty cavalry, was sent on the 
9th to reconnoitre along the canal; and proceeded 
considerably heyond Bedah, without meeting 
the slightest opposition. Previous to this measure, 
our supplies from the Arabs had been completely 

cut olF for three or four days. 

■Q.2 
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On the lOtli the second battalion of royals 
inarched from camp, to join colonel Spencer's 
corps. : 

General Hutchinson having determined to 
carry on the active operations of the army on the 
Bosetta side, it became necessary to secure our 
present position, which was intended to remain 
merely on the defensive, as much as possible against 
any future attack. For this nothing could be of 
greater utility, than letting the waters of lake 
Aboukir into the bed of the Mareotis ; as our left 
would thus be rendered more secure, since to 
turn it would become impracticable ; and at the 
same time our gunboats would be enabled to get 
in, and annoy the enemy. The site of lake Mareotis 
had been accurately surveyed, and it’s level found 
to be nearly ten feet lower than that of Aboukir. It 
was therefore obvious, that by cutting through the 
canal of Alexandria, which was the only sepa- 
ration between the two lakes, the water must flow 
in very copiously. 

Accordingly on the Hth, a working party 
began to cut tbrough the eanal ; and on the 13 th, 
the water rushed in with impetuosity through 
seven channels made for the purpose, to the 
great satisfaction of the whole army. The vio-* 
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ience of the water, flowing in through the cuts 
in the canal, was so great, as not only to de- 
stroy every thing in it’s way, hut to unite four 
cuts of the seven. By this the gap was rendered 
too wide to admit a bridge, and the communica- 
tion was supported by means of boats stationed 
near the opening, in which the Arabs coming with 
provision were ferried over. 

The eighteenth and ninetieth regiments marched 
the same day, to reinforce colonel Spencer near 
Rosetta. 

On the 14th, our troops entered the town 
of Rosetta without opposition. The French 
garrison, composed of two battalions, having 
abandoned it, and retreated across the Nile to 
Fouah. 

Fort Jiilien, situate below the town near the en- 
trance of the Nile, was thus left to it’s own means 
of defence. Several French gunboats, stationed 
at the boghaz, or bar of the river, retreated on the 
approach of ours, and took shelter under the 
fort, the siege of which was left to the queen’s 
regiment, commanded by lord Dalhousie, while 
the British and Turkish gunboats, having entered 
into the river, kept up a brisk fire upon those of 
the enemy, three of which were sunk, and one 
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Jjlo^ra up. The thirtieth and eighty-miitli regi- 
nients marched to Rosetta on the 17 th> and were 
followed the next day by the eighth and se- 
venty-ninth, under the command of major-general 
Cradock and brigadier-general Doyle. Until the 
arrival of these two general officers, the v^erjj" 
considerable corps of troops, encamped on the 
heights of Aboumandour, were under the orders 
of colonel Spencer, who was pushing on the 
siege of Fort Jiilien with great vigour. On the 
19th, this fort surrendered, after a very gal- 
lant defence, on the same terms as the castle of 
Aboukir. The garrison, which consisted of about 
three hundred men,' mostly invalides, had lost 
forty-one in killed and wounded. Our loss, dur- 
ing the siege, was one lieutenant^ and two pri- 
vates of the cpieeffis regiment killed. The Ca- 
poutan Pacha was on shore all the time^ and 
extremely active. 

Rear-admiral Sir John Borlase Warren, with 
seven sail of the line, joined lord Keith on the 
S2d, off Alexandria, after having chaced the 
French squadron under Ganth^aume, of which he 



* Lieatenant Derislej, who was uafortunately shot, through mistake, in the 
night,' by one of his own centiaels. 


lost sight in a fog. The fleet now consisted of 
eighteen ships of the line, including three Turkish 
men of war under the Capoutan Bey. 

April the 24tb. 

This day major-general Hutchinson left the 
camp, to take the command of that part of tlie 
army, which was posted near El Hamed ; where 
the qnarter-master-general, lieiitenant-colonel An- 
strnther, had already preceded him* He in- 
tended, immediately on his arrival, to commence 
offensive operations against the body of French 
troops under general Lagrange, which occupied 
a strong intrenched position in front of the village 
of Eiaft. 

Major-general Coote had the command of the 
troops left in the position before Alexandria, and 
removed his head cpiarters close to number o 
redoubt^. This redoubt standing on elevated 
ground, and commanding the whole of the en- 
campment, was considerably enlarged and strength- 
ened, and every precaution was taken to make up 
in vigilance what we wanted in numbers : for, the 


. ^: Tlie redoubts were named fimi tlieir-OTafbers^ as ' they, followed; ill siicees- 
eioBp, begiiiniog ficoiii the 



fiftieth and niiiety-second regiments having joined 
general Hutchinson’s division, the troops on the 
peninsula vvere reduced to about six thousand. 
It had of course become necessary for us; to 
render our situation as strong as possible ; and 
no time was lost in doing this. 

in the mean time the force of the water at the 
gap had become greater than ever, and as the 
current flowed with tumultuous rapidity, it swept 
down large pieces of the canal ^ into the inunda- 


^ The canal of i^lexandria was made to convey the waters of the Nile, which 
it received a little below Rahmamch^ into the capacious cisterns, that exist to 
this day under the ruins of the ancient Alexandria. 

It is about seven feet wide, and was entirely lined with bricks ; but these are 
BOW scarcely perceptible, owing to the layers of nsud, which the waters of the 
Nile annually leave behind them, and which the indolence of the present inhabi- 
tants of Egypt never attempts to remove. Thus this valuable canal, formerly 
so convenient and advantageous a mode of conveyance between the Nile and 
the Mediterranean, has become no longer navigable ; and every kind of mer- 
chandize must be transported from one to the other in boats, which are obliged 
to make a circuitous passage, exposed to the hazard of the sea, and to the very 
dangerous passage over the 6ogAa;s, or bar of Rosetta ; all which might easily 
have been avoided by an incluatrioiis people. 

This canal is now probably ruined for ever, in consequence of the cut made 
by us to let the waters of lake Abonkir into the bed of the Mareotis ; as the vio- 
lence of the current has increased the opening to such a width, that the apathy 
of the Turks cannot be expected to attempt repairing the damage. Thus 
Alexandria will lose the benefit of the overflowing of the Nile, but will not on 
this account be rendered uninhabitable for want of water, as the place where 
we were encamped, and indeed the whole peninsula of Aboukir, affords good 
water in abundance by the easy method of sinking wells. In this way we always 
obtained an ample supply, even during tlie hottest and driest months. 
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tion, wliicli extended as far to the westward as the 
eye conld reach. Lake Aboukir in consequence 
subsided considerably, as it emptied it’s water 
faster into the Mareotis, than it was replenished 
by the sea, so that our boats repeatedly got 
aground in it. 

During the night of the ^8th, we had a very 
severe storm of thunder and lightning, accompa- 
nied with a great deal of heavy rain. 

On the 3d of May, Sir Sidney Smith, arrived 
in our camp from Rosetta. H had been actively 
employed in that quarter since the commence- 
ment of the operations, but now intended leaving 
us, to repair on hoard his ship. The rumour of 
his departure excited much regret in the whole 
army. An Arab courier arrived this day with 
dispatches for Sir Sidney, from Osman Bey Tam- 
hourgie, the present chief of the Mamalukes, 
announcing the death of the celebrated Mourad 
Bey. This chief was on his way to join us, when 
the plague cut him off. He was of an open, sin- 
cere, and generous character. When compelled 
to make peace with the French, he avowed that 
his only reason for it was his inability longer to 
continue the war. As soon as he thought he 

could shake off their yoke with safety, he de- 

R 
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dared in our favour. His deatli therefore Imp - 
peiied at a very iinfortuiiate moment ; hut his 
Biiccessor appeared well disposed to follow his 
example, and assist us with all the means in his 

power. 

May the 5th. 

The division of the army encamped at El Ha- 
med, and commanded by major-general Hutchin- 
son, marched thence in two columns ; the right 
proceeding by the beach of lake Edko, under 
major-general Cradock ; and the left by the road 
on the banks of the Nile, under the orders of 

brigadier-general Hoyle. 

They took a position on the canals to the north 
of the village of Herout. The ground occupied 
by the body of Turks under the Capoutan Pacha 
was along a canal, about two miles in front of 
them; and the intervening ground was so bad, 
that it would have been very difficult to move up 
to it’s support, had it been attacked. 

Colonel Stewart of the eighty-ninth regiment 
was detached across the Nile, with his own bat- 
talion, and twelve hundred Albanians, to keep 
parallel with our main body on that side oi 
the river. The object of this was, to prevent 
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the enemy from passing at Fouali with a small 
force, to annoy our flank, or our gunboats, of 
which about fifty English and Turkish had em 
.tered the Nile, since the reduction of Fort Julien, 
and proceeded up the river on our left. 

On the 7th the army advanced to Elaft, in con- 
sequence of the retreat of the enemy from that 
post. 

It appeared, that the French had taken consi- 
derable pains to strengthen themselves in this 
position, as several batteries and works had been 
thrown up, and a regulaxdy entrenehed camp 
formed. On the whole it was very strong ; for 
though apparently open on the left, the country 
was so intersected by cuts and canals, that it 
would have been extremely difiicult to have 
turned this flank, which at the same time was 
defended by batteries. Their right was pro- 
tected by a number of gunboats and germes, and 
a battery of four guns upon a small island, com- 
manding the passage they had left free ; the other 
passage was stopped by several germes, sunk for 
this purpose ; and in their front was a very deep 
canal with abrupt sides. 

Such was the strength of the position, wdiich the 
enemy abandoned in the night of the 6th, carry- 
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ibg witii tliein eveTy thing, except thirteen germes 
laden with rice and stores, which our column in 
the Delta, under colonel Stewart, cut off in their 
retreat. Some Albanians, who pushed on, got 
hold of fire unfortunate French soldiers, whose 
heads they unmercifully cut ofi^ and brought 
hack with them, to claim the reward of their 
barbarity ; for a certain sum is given by the 
Turkish commanders for the head or ears of an 
enemy. : 

General Lagrange retired toward Rahmanieh 
with his corps, consisting of nearly four thousancl 
five hundred men, nine hundred of which were 
the flower of the French cavalry. 

The inundation of the Mareotis having nearly 
reached it’s proper level, and the force of the 
current at the cut being much diminished, majors 
general Coote, anxious both to secure his own 
position, and to annoy that of the enemy, got six 
gunboats into this new lake. Sir Sidney Smith, 
who still remained with us, offered to accompany 
lieutenant-colonel Duncan, in order to explore 
• ;and: ascertain , 

They found, that it reached a considerable way 

to the westward of Marabout. The general depth 

was from five feet and a half to eight feet, and 
1 ' 
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several small islands, which still appeared above 
the water, were disappearing fast. One larger 
than the others, and close to the shore on the 
westward of Alexandria, had been fortified by 
the French with a few guns, and called Ish 
Marioiit. 

Alexandria was thus cut off from alt commu- 
nication with the interiour, except through the 
desert on the west ; so that the route, which the 
convoys were obliged to take from this place to 
Demanhour, was extremely 'circuitous, and very 
harassiBg, on account of the want of water on the 
road. 

M Coote vvas very desirous of open- 

ing a conamunication with general Hutchinson, by 
means of a strong patrole of cavalry sent over the 
canal ; but for this he had not a sufficient number 
of mounted dragoons With him. The officers of 
his divison, however, came forward with a very 
laudable zeal, and made an offer of their horses, 
which was gratefully received.. These supplying 
the place of those of the cavalry employed on the 
camp duties, a patrole of one hundred dragoons, 
and one three-pounder, was sent out. They com- 
menced crossing the cut at seven at night, but it 
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was not possible to ferry them all over before 
three in the morning oM^ 

Major Moore, of the twenty-sixth regiment of 
dragoons, commanded this detachment, which I 
accompanied. At half past six in the evening, 
we returned to onr camp, after having gone as 
far as Birket, without seeing any thing of the 
enemy, or of general Hutchinson’s patroles, who 
were to have met us there. Three hundred men 
from the flank companies of the resen^e had been 
detaclied to Bedah, and had taken a strong posi- 
tion to support the cavalry in case of a retreat. 

A large convoy of the enemy, escorted by’^ up- 
wards of one hundred men and a fonr-pomider, 
passed through Birket on their way to Alexandria 
only the day before. 

On the 9th major-general Hutchinson moved 
forward from Elaft tovrard the enemy, who were 
posted near the fort of Rahmanieh, behind the 
canal of Alexandria, which ran entirely along 
their front. Their cavalry was on the right, near 
the Nile, and their left was covered by a low fort 
mounting four guns. 

The detachment under colonel Stewart marched 
at five in the morning, to attack the French at 
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Dessoiig, while the main army was to attack 
them at Rahmaiiieh. About six he perceived a 
piccjuet of forty cavalry on the opposite bank of 
the Nile, who having reconnoitred his strength, 
the enemy sent a party of three or four hundred 
men, consisting of grenadiers, light artillery, and 
cavalry, to attack the eighty -ninth regiment, which 
at that time was his whole force, the Turks not 
having yet come up. On this colonel Stewart 
took up a position, to wait for the cooperation of 
the gunboats under captain Curry. The Alba- 
nians in the mean time arriving, a skirmish took 
place between them and the French when lord 
Blaney advanced with the eighty-ninth, to cut off 
the enemy’s retreat to their boats. The French, 
however, perceiving his intention, commenced a 
smart fire ; and colonel Stewart ordered the artil- 
lery to advance, which, supported by the eighty- 
ninth, gained the enemy’s rear. A sharp conflict 
then took place, the enemy endeavouring to cover 
their boats, in which they were assisted by a heavy 
fire from two batteries on a small island, within 
musket shot ; and thus they effected their retreat 
across the river. One of the English gunboats 
was sunk, and a lieutenant and several men 
killed: but the French gunboats were forced to 



retErn to Ralimanieb, after one liacl been snnk^ 
and seventy-three large loaded germes taken. 
An irregular fire of musketry was kept up during 
the night, and another French gunboat, attempt- 
ing to escape, was taken, with a quantity of 
powder on board. 

While this affair took place on the left bank of 
the Nile, on the right bank, about noon, the 
French cavalry, having advanced toward our 
main army, halted, and drew up in order of 
battle. 

The Turks formed our left wing ; major-general 
Cradock’s brigade, the right ; the reserve, under 
colonel Spencer, and brigadier-general Doyle’s 
brigade, making a second line. The Turks were 
rather advanced, and outflanked general Cra- 
dock’s wing on the right. The British cavalry 
was stationed in front of the right, that of the 
Turks in front of the centre. 

In this order the line advanced ; the French 
skirmishers being effeetually kept in check by the 
Turkish cavalry. These, however, soon fell back 
in great confusion, the enemy having brought 
forward a gun to bear against them, a few dis- 
charges of which made them wheel about, nor 
could they again be induced to show themselves 
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ill front during the remainder of the day. The 
Tiirhs, in general, will not stand the fire of a 
warm cannonade, and have an uncommon aver- 
sion to well directed artillery. On the left the 
French sharpshooters, scattered along the front 
of the Turks, kept them for a long time at bay, 
but could not prevent their gaining ground. 
The British troops on the right did not attempt 
any thing, until they moved up to the canal of 
Alexandria, which had been abandoned bv the 
enemy. There they remained till nearly dusk, 
when, the Turkish line being driven in by a 
body of French troops, major-general Cradock’s 
and brigadier-general Doyle’s brigades were 
obliged to make a movement to the left, in order 
to cover their retreat. Some of the British light 
infiintry companies were sent out to check the 
progress of the enemy, who w as soon compelled 
to fall back, and retreat with some loss. 

Darkness coming on put a stop to the firing on 
both sides. Our loss was not more that twenty 
men in killed and wounded, that of the enemy, 
though slight, w as more considerable. 

Thus ended the action of Rahmanieh, perhaps 
better called a skirmish, but certainly not de- 
serving tlie name of a battle. 
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During tlie night, tlie enemy, conscious of their 
inahility to Tetaiii their position against siicli a 
siiperioiir force, and apprehensive of being taken 
in the rear by oiir gunboats, quitted the place, 
and retreated with all possible expedition towwd 
Cairo. Several germes, laden with provision and 
ammunition, were left behind, and fell into our 
hands. 

One hundred men, who were left in the fort of 
Rahmanieh, together wdth a numher of sick and 
invalides, surrendered to us the next day. 

As there were strong reasons to apprehend, 
that the plague had very lately raged at Rahma- 
nieh, general Hutchinson ordered centinels to be 
posted round the town, to prevent the British 
soldiers from entering it; and Rahmanieh and 
Demanhour were garrisoned solely wdth Turks. 

The army moved on the 11th to Shibraghite, a 
village on the hanks of the river, about twelve 
miles in front of Rahmanieh ; and colonel Stewart 
took up a parallel position on the opposite bank, 
encamping at Mehallet Dye. 

That he might be less delayed in the pursuit 
of Lagrange, general Hutchinson now ordered 
the men’s knapsacks to be left to follow^ the army 
ill germes. On the 12th he reached Kafr Hoiidig. 
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0 wing to the wind, the flotilla eould not come np 
with the army on that day, for which reason he 
halted in that position ail the 13th, 

On the 14th, the army again advanced, and 
encamped between the villages of Kafr Lahaiss 
and Shabour, colonel Stewart, with his corps, 
halting in front of Benoiifar. 

A convoy of seventy germes, w4th provision, 
ammunition, and clothing, for the French troops, 
and about five thousand pounds in money, here 
fell into our hands. This convoy had come 
down the Nile from Cairo, passed throiigh the 
canal of Menouf, and was proceeding to Rahma- 
nieh, ignorant of the capture of this place. Be- 
fore our army could come up, the convoy was 
plundered of many valuables by tlie Turks and 
others. 

The 2:ermes were escorted by about two hun- 
dred men of the twenty-fifth demibrigade, whom 
the advanced guard of the Turks attacked. The 
French got out of their boats, and formed on 
shore, keeping up a smart fire of niusketr}?^ upon 
the Turks, to whom, conscious of the fate which 
awaited them if they fell into their hands, they 
W’^ere determined not to submit. However, after 
a short resistance, a reconnoitring party of the 

S 2 . 
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eleTentli light dragoons fortunately came up, to 
whom the French joyfully surrendered. All those 
who had heen killed or wounded had their heads 
cut off hy the Turks and Arabs. 

A small detachment of French cavalry, consist- 
ing of three officers and forty men, going from 
Alexandria to Ramanieh, were made prisoners 
by a party of our dragoons, on the day of the 
surrender of the latter place. They were going 
from Alexandria to Cairo, as an escort to one of 
general Beliard’s aides-de-camp, charged with dis- 
patches from Menou. This party had slept at De- 
manhour the night before, and knew nothing of 
the capture of Rahmanieh. They had been fol- 
lowed the whole morning, and extremely harassed 
by a horde of mounted Arabs, who killed two, 
and wounded seven or eight of them, among the 
latter was the aide-de-camp, vvho afterwards d 
of his wounds. A troop of the twelfth light dra- 
goons, which happened to be watering at a small 
distance, cameup,and took them prisoners without 
opposition. This detachment had been previously 
reconnoitred and attacked by a part of the Corsi- 
can Rangers, posted at the village of Mchallet 
Daout ; when, after having lost a few men killed 
■and wounded, they took a circuitous route to 





avoid the village, and thus fell in witli our 



On the same day, information having been 
brought to camp, that a party of the -enemy had 
been seen moving toward Demanhour, brigadier- 
general Doyle was ordered to follow them with 
the cavalry, and a regiment of his brigade. He 
immediately went off in pursuit of them, and 
having posted the infantry about halfway, pro- 
ceeded to Demanhour with the cavalry, where 
however no enemy was to be found. 

On the 15th, general Hutchinson advanced 
close to the villages of Surat and Waiighit, and on 
the next day the main body of the army marched 
to Algam, and colonel Stewart to Nadir. 

Mean while every thing remained cpiiet in the 
entrenched position before Alexandria; and work- 
ing parties were daily employed in strengthening 
and repairing the works, which, being made of 
loose sand, were continually crumbling and giving 
way. A very dangerous and epidemical disorder, 
however, had broken out among the patients at 
Aboiikir hospital. 

On the 10th of this month, about twenty 
stofesliips and victuallers arrived in Aboukir bay 
from England, having touched at Malta in their 
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passage. They had on board the first battalion 
of the twenty-seventh regiment, with five hundred 
recruits, and convalescents from different corps, 
making in all one thousand and sixty-six rank and 
file. The twenty-seventh regiment, commanded 
by colonel Graham, was immediately marched to 
Rosetta, by general Hutchinsoifs orders. 

Our gunboats, on the new inundation, often 
w ent in chace of those belonging to the French, 
which w^ere seven in number, but w ere never able 
to come up with them, as they w ere much faster 
sailers. 

On the 17th, at one in the morning, an Arab 
arrived in general Hutchinson s camp at Algam, 
w ith the intelligence, that a body of the enemy 
w ere moving on his right through the Desert, with 
the supposed intention of pushing from Alexan- 
dria to join Lagrange at Cairo. 

In consequence of this information, major-gene- 
ral Hutchinson ordered brigadier-general Doyle, 
who had volunteered his service, to follow them 
into the Desert with the cavalry, and his owm 
brigade ; and major-general Cradock was directed, 
to be prepared to give his support, in case of 
necessity. 
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At one o’clock, brigadier-general Doyle, iritli 
tbe cavalry, not two liundred and fifty in number, 
came in sight of the enemy, after a fatiguing pur- 
suit of ten miles through the heavy sands ; and 
major Wilson, of the Hompesch hussars, was im- 
mediately sent towards them with a flaff of truce. 

This officer was at first fired upon, but was after- 
wards suffered to come up, and the wdiole convoy, terms 
after some demur, surrendered without resist- 

report, in the 

ance. Appentlix, 

No. 15. 

Major-general Hutchinson came up just after, 
and ratified the conditions, which had been granted 
by general Doyle. 

The infantry had hurried through the Desert 
with all possible speed, extremely harassed by the 
excessive heat, it being midday, and by a general 
want of water, which it w^as not possible to pro- 
cure ; but could not come up until tlie enemy 
bad surrendered. 

This corps, which had been sent to collect pro- 
vision and forage in the province of Bahireh, 
consisted of two hundred of the dromedary corps, 
sixty-nine artillerymen, three hundred and thirty 
infantry^, with one piece of caiinoii, and a stand 
of colours, and escorted a train of four hundred 
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and sixty camels. It left Alexandria on the 13th 
of May ; hut finding most of the villages aban- 
doned, and totally destitute of provision, the chief 
of brigade. Cavalier, determined to push for Cairo; 
not suspecting that general Hutchinson had yet 
left Rahmanieh, and was on his way for that 
place, when he perceived our flotilla upon the 
Nile. Cavalier then attempted to penetrate into 
the Desert, where he was soon overtaken by 
general Doyle and our cavalry. 

The French had been followed, ever since 
they left El Och, by a body of seven or eight 
hundred Arabs on horeback, who annoyed 
them excessively, and prevented their sending 
out reconnoitring parties, as these, once sepa- 
rated from the main body, would soon have 
fallen a sacrifice to their inveterate animosity. 
The regiment of dromedaries had been a very 
iiseftd corps to the Freneli. It was composed of 
picked men, chosen from the whole army, who, 
mounted upon these very swift animals, were 
employed in pursuing the Arabs through the 
Desert, and overtaking them where it would have 
been impossible for any other troops. Tribes of 
Arabs retiring into the deepest parts of the Desert, 
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where they tlioiiglit themselves secure, were soon 
dispersed by them, and their numerous flocks of 
sheep, sometimes as many as two or three tliou- 
sand, became the property of the captors, among 
whom the value was afterwards divided. By 
these means, several individuals of this corps had 
accumulated to the amount of forty or fifty thou- 
sand livres, [sixteen or twenty hundred guineas] 
'ivilh which they were glad to return to France. 
I have heard it confidently asserted, that, 
when attacked hy a very superiour force of 
Arabs, the men dismounted from their dromeda- 
ries, and, making them lie down, placed them- 
selves behind them, the animal thus serving as 
a parapet to his rider. 

Since the period of general Hu tchiosoifs de- 
parture from Hamed, nearly one thousand of the 
enemv had fallen into onr hands, with the slmht 
loss on onr side of four men killed, and eighteen 
wounded. 

Lord Keith returned to Aboiikir hay from 
a cruise on the 17th, and sailed again the next 
morning, with the Kent, a seventy-four-gun 
ship, in consequence of having received intel- 
ligence, that the French squadron under Oan- 
theaume was out at sea. The Phoenix frigate 

T ■ 
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had been chaced by it near the island of 
Elba 

On the 20th, information was received, that a 
corps of Turks, under Ibrahim Pacha of Aleppo, 
had entered Damietta. The strong fort of Lesbeh, 
well supplied with ammunition, &c., and com- 
manding the entrance of the Damietta branch of 
the Nile, was evacuated by the French. The 
garrison, after having spiked the guns, and de- 
stroyed every thing in their power, crossed the 
river on the 9th of May, and retreated to the fort 
of Bourlos, at the entrance of the lake of that 
name. This was also abandoned, and the united 
garrisons, making nearly seven hundred men, not 
being able to join Lagrange’s division, which 
had retreated to Cairo, embarked in several small 
Vessels, with the intention of reaching Alexandria. 
Upwards of three hundred of these were taken 
by our cruizers, and those of the Turks; and 
eighty-nine Italians deserted, and gave themselves 
up to the British commander at Rosetta. 


This squadron^ bringing out considerable reinforcements from France^ was 
anxiously expected by the French commander in chief. 

Had Gantheame succeeded in landing his troops^ either near Marabout^ or 
even farther west, major-general Coote's situation, in consequence of his weak 
and reduced numbers,- would have become extremely critical 
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Oil the 19th, a Turkish officer arrived at Algam. 
with the agreeable intelligence of a victory gained 
by the vizier over the French at El Hanka, a vil- 
lage about six miles from Cairo. Flis highness 
the grand vizier having succeeded in assembling a 
force of about fifteen thousand men, marched 
from Jaffa on the 25th of February, He ad- 
vanced on that day as far as Yabna, a distance of 
twelve miles, but could not proceed farther, 
owing to the badness of the roads, which were in 
many places impassable for artillery", as also 
owing to the scarcity of supplies. The plague, 
w hich after having carried off seven thousand 
men at Jaffa, had ceased in that quarter, was 
then raging with redoubled violence among the 
troops composing his advanced guard at El 
Arisch, and in the short space of a month, had 
reduced their numbers from four thousand to 
fifteen hundred . At Y abna his highness was rein- 
forced by five hundred of Djezzar Pacha’s troops, 
well armed and appointed, sent as a proof of 
the Pacha’s sincerity and attachment to the Porte. 
After unavoidable delays attendant upon so ill- 
organized an army, the vizier advanced on the 
12th of March, and on the loth reached Gaza. 

On the 22d, Tahir Pacha, with a chosen corps of 

T'2 
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tliree thousand cavalryj proceeded to El Arisch ; I 

and on the 28th, his highness moved forward for \ 

that place with the remainder of his army, where 
he arrived- on the 30th. While at El Arisch, the 
horses, camels, and other animals belonging to 
the army, vrhieh were very nnmerons, were four | 

days w ithout any forage or food whatever, and 
many of them died in consequence. On the 2d of j 

April, the division under Tahir Pacha, accompa- | 

nied by captain Leake of the royal artillery, left j 

El Arisch, and advanced toward Katieh and 
Tinieh. On the 5th he was followed by the 2d 
di\dsion , command ed by Mehemmed Pacha, whi ch 
was accompanied by captain Lacy of the engineers. 

The grand vizier, with the remaining part of his 
army, and the military mission under lieutenant- 
colonel Holloway, moved forward on the l9th, 
and after a very arduous and harassing march of 
four days across seventy miles of desert, ill sup^ 
plied w ith provision, w'ater, and the necessary 
means of conveyance, arrived at Eatieh. The 
road was strewed with the dead bodies of men 
and c a ttle, and the average heat was from 105“ to 
112“ in the tents. On the 23d of April, while at 
Katieh, the vizier summoned Lesbeh and Da- 
mietta to surrenderj which had been refused. 
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The Freiicli garrisons of Saiahieli and Belbeis 
liad received orders, upon the approach of the 
enemy, to retreat to Cairo, first blowing up the 
works, destroying the magazines, and leaving tlie 
place in such a state, that an enemy might derive 
no advantage from them. These orders werc-j 
however complied wdth but in part. 

Salahieh was evacuated on the 8th of April, 
and it’s garrison retreated to Belbeis, at which 
piace the French army had it’s artillery parks 
and chief magazines. On the 10th, this place 
was Jikewise abandoned, and the joint garrisons 
marched toward Cairo, which they reached on 
the 14th. 

On the 2l7th, his highness arrived at Salahieh, 
a distance of 54 miles from Katieh. The divi- 
sions under Tahir and Mehemmed Pacha had 
cjiiitted Salahieh on the approach of the vizier, 
and had proceeded to Belbeis. On the 6th of 
May, he detached Ibrahim Pacha of Aleppo, with 
two thousand men, against Lesbeh and Damietta, 
which were found to have been evacuated by the 
enemy. On the 7th, his highness advanced to Corin, 
eighteen miles beyond Salahieh ; on the eighth 
proceeded to Belbeis in person, to appease some 
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discoiitent tliat prevailed ; and on tlie lltli liis 
whole force was concentrated at that place. 
Here he remained, to form magazines, of which 
he was in the utmost want, to put his disorga- 
nized army into some kind of order, and to in- 
erease it with Arabs, Mamaliikes, and inhabitants 
of the country, allured to his standard by the 
hope of plunder- 

ill this position he entrenched himself, and 
avowed his iixed determination of waiting for the 
French force under general B61iard, who it was 
supposed would march out of Cairo, to force him 
back into the Desert, before the arrival of the 
British forces to support him. On the 30th, he 
had sent major Hope of the British artillery, to 
summon the town of Cairo to surrender, previous 
to which some Mamalukes and Turkish cavalry, 
forming his advanced patroles, had been slightly 
engaged in a skirmish with a party of French 
dragoons, near the village of Menayer. 

General B41iard had been reinforced succes- 
sively at Cairo by general Donzelot from upper 
Egypt, the garrisons of Salahieh, Belbeis, and 
Birket-el-Hadge, and general Lagrange’s division, 
which joined him on the twelfth of May. These 
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troops, united with his own garrison, made a body 
of upwards of eight thousand men, exclusive of 
some Greeks and Copts. With this force he de- 
termined to proceed to Belbeis, there to attack 
the grand vizier, and drive him back to Salahieh, 
before general Hutchinson approached nearer 
Cairo. For this purpose he marched out of that 
place on the 15th, with four thousand infantry, 
one thousand cavalry, and near thirty pieces of 
cannon. At night he halted at El Menayer, after 
having repulsed a few advanced patroles of the 
Turks. ^" ^ 

The grand vizier, informed of his approach, and 
wishing to anticipate his attack, sent the Tahir 
Pacha, with about two thousand cavalry, and a 
few pieces of cannon, to observe the enemy’s 
motions. 

Before daybreak the Tahir Pacha’s troops 
came up with the French advanced guard in a 
wood of date trees. Both parties halted, and 
remained on their arms till daylight, when the 
Turks kept the French in play till the main body 
of the vizier’s army came up. A sharp firing then 
ensued, the Turks firmly maintained their ground, 
and after a slight action, wEich lasted near eight 
hours, and during which the Ottoman cavalry 



greatly annoyed tiie French, general Beliard 
thought proper to retreat in very good order, 
without being pursued. 

Such was the battle of Ei Hanka, in which the 
loss of the French did not amount to more than 
fifty killed and left on the ground. That of the 
Turks must have been more considerable, on 
account of the great superiority of the enemy in 
'artillery.: ■ - : 

This victory, trifling as it may appear, was of 
great consequence to our future prospects; it was 
the first the Turks had gained over the French ; 
and victory is probably never more welcome, or 
inoi'e animating, than after a series of defeats. 
Oil the’ ^Oth of May, the vizier’s army was rein- 
forced by the thirtieth and eighty-ninth regiments, 
and detachments of cavalry and artillery. 

On the 21st of May, major-general Goote esta- 
blished a post of two hundred infantry, twenty 
cavalry, and two field pieces, upon the canal of 
Alexandria near Bedah. The brigade of guards 
furnished the detachment, which was commanded 
by colonel Turner of the third regiment. The 
object of this post was to maintain an uninter- 
rupted communication with Rahmanieh, Deman- 
hour, and the interiour of the country. Bv these 
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means, the camp market was extremely well 
supplied. 

Our dragoons noiy,J,)egaii to he mounted, by 
degrees, a few hor$#s being brought in daily 
for sale, and the frequent captures lately made 
from the enemy increasing the supply. The 
12lth regiment of dragoons wanted but few to be 
complete. 

Major-general Hutchinson, accompanied by 
the Capoutan Pacha, went on the S3d to see the 
army of the grand vizier, which had arrived and 
was encamped at Beiierhasset. Colonel Stewart, 
with liis small corps, had taken post at Birchamps, 
where the canal of Menouf commences from the 
Damietta branch of the Nile, and with him the 
commander in chief remained for the night. 

That day, the i3d, we experienced the very 
disagreeable elfects of the kamsin or sirocco 
wincl, which ble\r violently, and was indeed so 
suffocating, as to make respiration very difficult. 
At the camp, near Alexandria, which was almost 
surrounded bv water, tlie thermometer rose to 
99“ in the shade : at Algam it was at 109°, 
and 120° vviiere not shaded. An Arab fell dead in 
the market place, at general Coote’s encampment, 
and a camel shared the same fate at Algam. 



The real sirocco, or, as tlie Arabs call it, the 
Icamsm (hot wind) is a south, or south east wind. 
It’s heat is very intense and oppressive, and may 
he compared to the glow from the mouth of a 
heated oven. Previous to the commencement of 
this wind, the sky, so clear in this country, be- 
comes thick and hazy, and the air is filled with 
dust and sand. The sun loses it’s brightness, and 
o jly emits a darkened light through the covering 
clouds. The heat of the wind increases in pro- 
portion to it’s continuance. You feel heavy and 
dry ; your skin is parched up, and notwithstand- 
ing the internal heat, not the least perspiration 
takes place. Languor and debility pervade the 
whole frame, and, respiration becomes extremely 
difficult. Though the sun is obscured, every ar- 
ticle, even those of the coldest nature, becomes 
hot. Fortunately this vVind seldom lasts more 
than a day, often not so long. 

On the 24 th, major-general Hutchinson pro- 
ceeded to wait on his highness the grand vizier. 
At the distance of about five miles from Bir- 
champs, he passed the Nile bn a very excellent 
bridge of pontoons, thrown across for the pur- 
■ pose of establishing an easy cmiimunicatiom be- 
tween' the two nrmies. Five miles further north 



broyglil liiiii to tlie advanced Turkisli camp^ com- 
manded by Taliir Paclia, tlie man wlio so gal- 
lantly opposed the French in the wood of date 
trees at the ])atlle of El Hanka, 

Bearriifol horses, most splendidly caparisoned, 
had been ready for general Hutchinson, and the 
Capontan Pacha, at the water’s side, and on these 
they proceeded in a long procession to the vizier’s 
tent. Here, in the midst of magnificence, and 
seated upon the most beautiful embroidered 
cushions, did they find his highness. Around 
him were all the great men and commanders of 
liis army. The famous Mamaluke chief, Ibrahim 
Bey, the Reis Eff’endi, Mahomet Pacha of Jeru- 
salem, Tahir Pacha, and the Beer Bachis, were all 
present. Chairs were provided for the English 
oflicers, who alone were permitted to sit in the 
presence of this great man. After the usual rou- 
tine of civility and salutations, coftee, sweet- 
meats, the never omitted pipes, &c., the gene- 
ral, having taken his leave, retired to a very 
superb tent provided for him ; and a guard 
of honour, composed of Janissaries, and one of 
the vizier’s chief men, w ere stationed about his 
person. 
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^ by a grand dinner, entirely in 

tbe Turkish style, at which the principal charac- 
ters of the Ottoman empire were assembled. A 
short account of the most distinguished of these 
may perhaps be acceptable to the reader. 

The present rizier is about sixty-six years of 
age. He has had the misfortune to lose an eye, 
but has been able to retain his situation, the 
jseeond in the empire, erer since the year 1799? 
notwithstanding the unfortunate battle of Helio- 
polis, and the intrigues of his enemies. For this he 
is indebted, not so much to his own abilities, as to 
the powerful protection of the Caya (i. e. superin- 
tendaut of the househoid) of the sultan’s mother, 
who possesses the utmost influence at Constanti- 
nople. Still he has every thing to fear from the 
ascendancy of the Capoutan Pacha, who is rather 
his rival than his personal enemy. But Turkish 
■rivalry cannot he dignified with the name of emula- 
■iion, and there can be little doubt but the Pacha 
Would rejoice in the disgrace of this minister. 

Though the vizier is totally unacquainted with 
PuFopean politics, and indeed with every kind 
of European knowledge, hens pretty well versed 
in Oriental literature, particularly Persian. . He is 

hy^ no means a man of bright talents ; yet he has 

" I4, ■ 
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had sulEcieiit good seose, to accomplish the very 
dliEcult task of keeping his army in some degree 
of subordinatiom 

One of the most prominent traits of his charac- 
ter is an inclination to attribute every circum- 
stance to the course of fate, which, whether it 
conduct to good or evil, he thinks irresistible, and 
any efl’ort to stem it’s torrent he considers as im- 
potent, if not impious. 

Under this unpression, when surrounded at 
Jaffa by Albanian revolters, who, in his own tent, 
presenting their muskets, threatened him with 
death, if not immediately paid, his answer .was, 
Peeke (i. e. very well). One of his greatest faults 
is allowing too much influence to his favourites, 
who are all rapacious in the Igreatest degree, ancl 
who carry on their depredations in his name, 
relying on his partiality for their justification. 
One of his favourites, formerly his cook, is the 
present Pacha of Jerusalem ; and is one of those 
supposed to have, been concerned in the murder 
of general Kieber. 

The following anecdote will place his temper 
in . it’ s most ; ami able point., of view.., His .biglin ess 
was always, and is to this day, very fond of throw- 
ing a kind of inoffensive lance, called gyritt, at 
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wliicli lie is very expert. This feat consists in 
riding up full speed against your adversary, and 
darting at him a slender staff of a hard heavy 
wood, about six or seven feet long, with all your 
force, which he does his utmost to avoid, .by 
bending himself close over his horse’s neck. The 
riders, as well as their horses, are wonderfully 
trained to this exercise. 

At one of these displays of adroitness, an 
attendant of the vizier, with whom he was play- 
ing, threw his gyritt at him, which unfortunately 
struck him full in the eye, and caufed it’s total 
loss. The vizier, convinced that the stroke was 
unintentional, sent for the man, who, fearing the 
loss of his head, had absconded. With fear and 
trembling he obeyed the summons ; when he was 
ordered a thousand gold sequins, accompanied 
with an injunction from the vizier, never again to 
appear in his sight, lest, being reminded of the 
cause of his misfortune, he might not at all times 
be able to command his temper. 

Hotwithstanding the loss of his eye, his high- 
ness is a very good looking man of his age. His 
figure is prepossessing, and a venerable white 
beard, of which he takes the utmost care, gives 
him the appearance of a warrior of old. 
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The CapoTitan Pacha has displayed, in the pre- 
sent campaign at least, his military qualifications, 
which have obtained him high renown in this 
country, hut which dwindle away when put in 
competition with the talents of an European com- 
mander. 

An ambition spurning the idea of a rival, pro- 
digal generosity, activity indefatigable, great pene- 
tration, a marked predilection for every thing 
European, and a desire to better the condition of 
every one immediately about him, are the best 
and most prominent features in his character ; but 
to his education in the seraglio he owes the oppo- 
site and dark side of his character, profound dissi- 
mulation, and a deep spirit of intrigue. 

He has great interest at Constantinople, derived 
from his own abilities, and from his relationship 
to the sultan, one of whose sisters is his wife. 
He is violent in his h atred to the person Who has 
sufiicient penetration to dev^elop his character, or 
his views ; but as his animosity increases, he puts 
on a semblance of friendship more attractive, 
and the mask of kindness never falls olF, till his 
enemy is enticed into the snare. 

Still he is the only man now aniGng the Turhs> 
who possesses enlarged ideas in politics. He has 
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been able to place tlie Turkish navy on a footing 
far more respectable, than vrhen he was put at 
ifs head j and there is not one Turkish com- 
mander, except himself, who has disciplined his 
troops with any degree of regularity. He has 
Bovr under his orders two very good regiments, 
those of Abdallah and Soliman Aga, cdminanded 
indeed by Germans, but owing much of their 
regLilarilv to his own superintendance. 

The Capoiitan Pacha has the utmost contempt 
for the vizier, which he does not endeavour to 
conceal. He took great pains to keep his army 
separate, and always wished that the prowess of 
his troops should be compared with that of the 
vizier’s forces. His pride told him, that he could 
not lose by the comparison. 

The vivacity of his mind inclines him rather to 
the French than to the English, and should he 
succeed in his views of being appointed vizier, to 
which situation his talents and ambition lead 
him, his first act would probably be to consoli- 
date an amicable treaty with France, and endea- 
vour to establish a regular and well-disciplined 
army in the Turkish empire, by introducing 
European officers. He will probably succeed in 
many of his plans, unless continual fatigue, ex- 
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cess in opium, or intrigues, cut him off in the 
midst of his career. 

There is one person in whom he reposes the 
utmost confidence, and whom on all occasions he 
consults.. This is Isaak Bey, a man of deep and 
low cunning, who has been at Paris, and is a 
complete Frenchman. He will most likely succeed 
his patron, the Capoutan Pacha, in his situ- 
ation. 

Isaak Bey possesses extremely insinuating man- 
ners, and is a very abject flatterer. His stay in 
France having enlarged his ideas, he attempted 
by his writings to reform many parts of the Ma- 
hometan religion ; at which, as may well be sup- 
posed, the Mufti took great offence, and got him 
proscribed. Isaak Bey saved himself by flight, 
and took refuge with his present master, who has 
granted him his full protection and friendship. 

The Reis Effendi, or principal secretary of the 
empire, is well known in England, where he was 
secretary to the Turkish embassy. His knowledge 
of European manners and politeness procured 
him the greatest advantages in the intercourse 
with our army. He can speak French with the 

greatest fluency, and can also write in European 

'x • 
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characters. He is a great favourite of the grand 
vizier, over whom he has a powerful ascendancy. 
He possesses very good talents, is cunning, ex- 
tremely avaricious, and supposed to favour the 
French, for whom he has a great predilection. 

The reason of the chief ofBcers of the Ottoman 
empire, civil as well as military, accompanying 
the army, is, that the Porte, or court, is always 
supposed to he with it, and all orders of the 
sultan are deemed to be issued by him from his 
stirrup. Such was the case in former wars, wFen 
the conquering sultans commanded their armies 
in person. 

On the 25th, major-general Hutchinson went 
to meet the divan, or council, in the vizier’s tent ; 
after which he rode through the camp. The 
whole army was out, and the men were placed 
in pachalics "or divisions, but in the most con- 
fused manner that can be conceived. No atten- 
tion being paid to the cleanliness of the camp, or 
burying the carcases and oifals of dead animals, 
it was astonishing, that so little sickness pre- 
vailed. The plague was fortunately not among 
them. / 
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Tlie principal part of the vizier s force, akhougli 
the smallest in point of niniihers, appeared to be 
the Mamalukes. They were trusty and brave 
soldiers, commanded by Ibrahim Bey. The Janis- 
saries were next in celebrity, blit represented as 
dangerous, on account of the mutinous spirit that 
always exists among them. The Albanians were 
in the greatest number, and are said to be good 
light troops. They are generally very prone to 
revolt, as the vizier often experienced. 

The cavalry amounted to five thousand, but 
they have no idea of discipline, and can never 
be brought to think, that acting in a body is pre- 
ferable to their loose mode of attack. Of course 
they can never make any great impression on a 
well disciplined enemy 

The grand vizier made general Hutchinson 
several very superb presents, two extremely beau- 
tiful horses richly caparisoned, a diamond snuff- 


^ When the vizier marched from JaiFa^ his army did not exceed fifteen 
thousand men; as he advanced into the conntryj, his force continued daily to 
increase ; Tiirks^ Bedoweens^ Fellahs, &c. flocked in numbers round his stand- 
ard, drawn together by the hopes of the plunder of Cairo, and of the French 
army, which was held out to them. By these means, at the time the vizier 
encamped before Cairo, his army had swelled to the astonishing and almost 
‘incredible number of nearly thirty thousand men, every individual of them 
iiioimted on horseback* ■ 


See Apj5en- 
dix, No. 
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box, and a magnificent tent completely lined 
with brocade. 

The general returned to his camp atAlgam on 
the 29th. 

On the 30th, the Caya of Osman Bey, the suc- 
cessor of Mourad, arrived at Algam, with the 
agreeable intelligence of the approach of the Ma- 
malukes, under his orders, to Ouardan, on their 
way to unite their force with ours. Captains 
Taylor and Proby, aides-de-camp to general 
Hutchinson, went in the evening with the Caya 
to wait on Osman Bey. 

This junction of the Mamalukes with our army 
was an object of the greatest importance to our 
affairs, as from the influence they were known 
to possess over the inhabitants, it in great 
measure secured to us the country, and greatly 
depressed the hopes of the French ; who, till 
this event, thought themselves sure, if not of 
their cooperation, at least of their neutrality in, 
the contest. 

June the 1st. 

The army moved forward at daylight about 
three miles, and formed a new encampment near 
the village of Mishlee. In the evening Osman 
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Bey Tamboiirgi arrived with his Mama] likes, and 
took up his ground between Terraneh and El 
Bouriareat. 

They appeared to be about one thousand two 
hundred in number ; every individual superbly ^ 
mounted, richly dressed, and attended by a ser- 
vant on foot, carrying a long stick in his hand. 
But the magnificence of the beys or chiefs was 
beyond any thing that can be conceived. They 
were lodged in spacious tents, divided into seve- 
ral apartments, the insides lined with- rich stuiFs, 
and the bottom covered with beautiful Turkey 
carpets. 

Nothing can ec[ual the grand and splendid 
appearance of this cavalry. Their horses are 
well made, strong, sleekf and plump, very sure- 
footed, stately in their attitudes, and have alto- 
gether the most beautiful appearance. The 
magnificence of the trappings, with which they 
are covered, is amazing, and the saddles and 
housings glitter with gold and silver, almost daz- 
zling the eyes of the astonished spectator. Indeed, 
a Mamaluke may be said to carry all his wealth 
about him ; his horse, sword, and pistols, beauti- 
fully wrought and inlaid with silver, are worth 
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very great sums, and constitute the chief part oi‘ 
his riches. 

These horses, as well as all those to be found 
in Egypt, have only two paces, the walk, in 
which they step out well, and a full gallop. They 
are accustomed to stop dead short, when going 
full speed ; this is effected by means of the 
most severe bit in the world, which throws back 
the horse upon his haunches ; but this practice 
very soon ruins their legs, and it is seldom they 
can hold out against it for any length of time. 

The Mamalukes, ^ as fight troops, or as 

individual horsemen, are equal, and perhaps supe- 
riour, to any in the world ; but without tactics, 
and never acting in a body, they cannot be ex- 
pected to succeed against European troops. Their 
desperate courage, and singular dexterity in 
managing their horses, were often experienced by ' 
the French, and never shone more conspicuous 
than at the celebrated battle of Embabeh, where 
they repeatedly charged the solid square of the 
French, and where so many of them fell victims 
to their ill-judged bravery 

At the battle of Embabeh^, pompously called by the French that of the 
Pyramids, the Mamalukes fought with the most desperate valour, Selim Bey, 

-■■and 



These Mamaliikes were so richly dressed and 
accoutred, that the French soldiers actually fished 
tip the bodies of those who were drowned in 
the Nile, by which they obtained very consider- 
able booty. 

The following are the names of the beys who 
joined general Hutchinson : Osman Bey Tam- 
botirgi, Mahomed Bey Elfi, Achmet Bey, Osman 
Bey Berdici, Osman Bey Hassan, and Selim Bey. 
Each of these beys made presents of horses to 
the British general officers. 

From the time of the conquest of Egypt by 
Amrou, one of the generals of Omar, the first 
calif, till the eighth century, this country was 
governed by the lieutenants of the califs, and 
by sultans of the race of the Fatimites and 
Aioubites. 

The head of the latter family was that SaladiD, 
who acquired so much fame against the cru- 
saders. It was one of his w eak successors, who 
was first obliged to commit his castles to a guard 
of foreigners, which originally consisted of young 


aad one of his brotlierSj, were severely wounded ; another^ seeing tliat all tlieir 
efforts to penetrate the French square were ineffectual^, devoted himself^ and 
forty of his MainaliikeS;, in the most heroic niaiiiier. They reined their horses 
“backwards over themselves^ and falling upon the square^ succeeded in brcakiog 
it; but perished in the attempt* 
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slaves. These had been purcjiased by the mer- 
chants from the Mogulsj who were at that time 
overrunning the greater part of Asia under 
Genghis Khan. 

This guard, called Mamalukes (i. e. in Ara- 
bic, slaves) was at one time divided into two 
corps. One thousand had the care of tlie river, 
and lived on an island near Cairo ; the other 
corps, which was more numerous, had the 
charge of the garrisons. 

It was the last sultan of the Aioubite race^ in 
the eighth century, who so gallantly opposed 
Saint Lewis, and took him prisoner, but lost his 
throne and his life on the field of battle. 

The Mamalukes, by this time very numerous, 
were governed by twenty-four beys, who had 
engrossed all the principal offices of the state ; 
and, being discontented withTouran-Shah, whom 
they suspected of some designs unfavourable to 
them, assassinated him at the beginning of his 
reign, in the year 1250, and put Azzedin Bey, one 
of their own body, into his place. 

From this time there was nothing but a conti- 
nued scene of 'treachery and murder ; whoever 
aspired to be sultan, formed a party, and after 
having murdered his rival, waited for a favour- 
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able opportunity to seize the reins of government. 
Whoever assassinated the sultan was sfeiierallv 
proclaimed in his place ; and sometimes twm or 
three reigned at the same time in Syria, Upper 
Egypt, and Cairo, who were continually at war, 
till the most daring and enterprising had de- 
stroyed the others. 

These dissensions continued, till sultan Selim 
the lid, surnamed The Great, taking advantage of 
the divisions among the beys, concpiered Egypt. 
Finding it more easy to vanquish them, than to 
make them submit to a despotic government, he 
did not attempt to give them new laws, but was 
content with delegating the power of sultan to a 
bey, who, by basely betraying his former master, 
had been of service to Selim ; and quitted the 
country six months after his first entry into Cairo, 
leaving' the Mam alukes still masters of it. 

Soliman, the legislator, the successor of Selim, 
who raised the Turkish empire to it’s highest 
splendour and greatest powder, gave a constitution, 
not only to Egypt, but to all the different pro- 
vinces composing that heterogeneous mass of 
empire. Fie found it in the first place neces- 
sary, to establish a counterpoise for the pow er 

and infliience of the Mainalukes ; to effect which , 

¥•■ . . 
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}ie establislied tbe corps of odjacklis or militia^ 
composed of natives of Egypt, and into wliicli a 
Mamaliike was on no acconnt to be admitted. 
To these corps be gave great powers, to tbe Ma- 
malukes be left nothing but honorary titles, a 
little military authority, and a few villages for 
their different officers. 

He established a pacha, as his representative, 
who was the head of the government, and who 
had the nomination of the different officers of 
state. The beys had indeed the choice of a suc- 
cessor, to fill up any vacancies among themselves, 
but they were obliged to present the person so 
chosen to the pacha in a full divan, to be in- 
vested with the dignity by him. 

The pacha of Egypt was often the road to the 
great office of the vizirate, and was sometimes an 
honourable retreat for a disgraced vizier. He 
could be formally deposed by the corps of militia 
in the divan, and made to settle his accounts 
before he left the country. The reasons for his 
being so were transmitted to Constantinople, 
where he was always replaced ; and indeed it 
rarely happened that a pacha died in his situ- 
ation, they were so frecpiently changed. 
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The divan, which assembled twice a week to 
deliberate on all the affairs of state, was composed 
of the twenty-fonr beys, the principal officers of 
the militia, and the great la^vyers. The pacha 
was the president of this assembly. 

The tribute paid to the Porte was twelve hun - 
dred purses of piastres, (about fifty thousand 
pounds) beside a quantity of rice, corn, &c. 

In this manner the goveminent went on with- 
out any event of importance, being nothing more 
than constant intrigues, sometimes between the 
Mainalukes and militia to depose the pacha; some- 
times between the pacha and militia, to check the 
daring attempts often made by the Mainalukes to 
regain their ancient influence ; and sometimes 
between the Mainalukes and the pacha, to repress 
the aspiring ambition of some chiefs of the 
militia. 

This wise constitution lasted till the middle of 
the present century, when a variety of causes 
conspired to overturn it. The beys tvere then 
beginning to take the lead in all affairs, and the 
pachas were merely ciphers, scarcely possessing 
the shadow of their ancient authoritv. 

About the year 1748, a pacha of a more de- 
termined cast was appointed, who, finding it im- 
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possible to assert bis superiority, witboiit striking 
some great blow, took a resolution to destroy 
tbe beys at once by assassination. Accordingly, 
as they were coming to take their places at the 
divan, seventeen of them were murdered ; the 
rest escaped. 

Such a daring and open act of barbarity had 
not the desired effect ; for the indignation of all 
classes against the pacha ran so high, that he was 
obliged to cpiit his situation, and save his life by 
escaping to Constantinople. 

At that period Ibrahim Caya, a determined and 
ambitious man of the Mamaluke race, had got by 
intrigue into the corps of militia, in which he held 
a very high situation. He aspired to be elected 
Sheick-el-Belled, or chief of the Mamalukes, and 
to restore them to their original authority ; and 
played his cards so well, that in a few years he 
had insinuated all the Mamalukes of his party 
into the mihtia, which gave him such an ascen- 
dancy, that he easily kept the remainder c|uiet. 
Had he lived, he would in all probability have 
succeeded in making himself a sultan of Egypt in- 
dependent of the Porte ; but he was poisoned by 
an emissary of the court of Constantinople, who 
hoped, by destroying this aspiring chiefs to re- 
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gala tlieir authority, wliieh was so completely 
shaken. 

Ali Bey the Great, a man of more talents, with 
equal ambition and intrepidity, succeeded Ibra- 
him. He was the first Mamaluke, who openly 
declared the bold design of freeing Egypt for 
ever from the nominal sovereignty of the court of 
Constantinople. Throwing off the mask intirely, 
he assumed perfect independence ; but what he 
gained by force he lost by treachery. 

Ismael Bey and Mahomed Bey conspired against 
him, and drove him into Syria, where he took 
refuge with the celebrated Daher, who had ren- 
dered himself master of Syria, and laughed at 
all the feeble efforts of the Porte to reduce him. 

Ali Bey, having received some small assistance 
from the Russians and from Daher, crossed the 
Desert to meet his opponents. A battle was 
fought near Salahieh, in which Ali was wounded 
by one of his own party, supposed to have been 
Moiirad Bey, and was in consequence taken 
prisoner. He was treated with great respect, 
and carried to Cairo, where he died a few days 
afterward. 

Ali Bey was born in Anatolia, a province of the 
Turkish empire. He W'as brought young into 



Egypt, where he was purchased in the same man- 
ner as the other Mamalukes, and raised himself 
hy his enterprising and ambitious spirit to that 
situation, which made the Porte tremble for the 
remains of it’s power in Egypt, Mourad Bey, 
as chief of the faction of Ali, soon set up for 
himself, and drove his opponents Ixom Cairo for 
some time ; but they regained possession of the 
capital, and kept it, till they both died natural 
deaths. Mahomed Bey died first, at Acre, after 
having taken the town. At the death of Ismael, 
Mourad Bey again assumed the government, 
though Ibrahim Bey nominally shared it with him. 

There was never a Sheick-el-Belled whose 
reign was of longer duration. From the year 
177 fi te 1801 , a few interruptions excepted, he 
retained possession of the supreme power. For 
this continuance in the exercise of the sovereisrntv, 
in a country where authority seldom remains 
long in the same hands, he was indebted to his 
unbounded liberality and great courage. 

At the arrival of the French army hi Egypt, 
Ibrahim Bey made his escape to Syria, but Mou- 
rad Bey gallantly fought them as long as he 
could, and was on his way to join us when the 
plague cut him off 
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made a very noble 
defence under this chief, by which their numbers 
were much reduced. They are however by no 
means annihilated, and will always derive strength 
from the aversion, ’which the natives have for the 
Turks 

During all the revolutions among the Mama- 
lukes that have taken place during the last sixty 
years, the Pacha was nothing more than an 
empty representative of the authority, which the 
court of Constantinople anciently exercised in 
Egypt, the whole power being in the hands of 
the Sheick-el-Belled. The functions of the Pacha 
were confined to receiving and 'transmitting the 
miri or tribute to the grand seignior, whenever 
the beys thought proper to pay it. It was use- 
less for him to dispute the will of the all-power- 
ful beys, and accordingly he never made any he- 
sitation at obeying their orders. Without troops. 


* The Turkish Pacha, at Cairo is now fortifying himself in that. Cit}> iii' order 
to- resist any attempts of the' Yictorioiis,:.beys^: who are masters of' all llpper- 
.Egyptj and extend -their power even .as far - as- the Pyramids-. The ' Paclia’s 
troops have been defeated by them.. iii.‘ several eiigagemeiits. ' 

The Turkish forces at present in -.Egypt consist in three thousand men at 
Damietta, two thousand at Rosetta^ and twenty tbousaEd at Cairo... Alexaii-- 
diia is still gmiisoned by British. troopst 


M7: 
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and williont any means of enforcing Ms autliority, 
liow could he do otherwise ? 

Mourad Bey possessed great qualities and great 
■vices. To a brayery that knew no bounds, he 
joined an extraordinary bodily strength ; impe- 
tiions and extremely violent, his passions often 
led him to acts of cruelty ; he was liberal to pro- 
digality, and greedily rapacious ; intrepid, active, 
and dexterous, bold in enterprise and cool in ac- 
tion ; had Mourad enjoyed the advantages of a 
liberal education, he might have been a good as 
well as a great man. 

The nominal place of chief of the Mamalukes 
was at this time possessed by Ibrahim Bey, who 
had been wath the grand vizier s army for some 
time; but, from his advanced age, was weak, and 
had very little influence over them. He took 
great pains to give no jealGUsy to the vizier, wish- 
ing to keep in his favour, though he did not 
possess his confidence. His object was to be no- 
minated Slieick-el-Belled, after the subjection of 
Egypt. At the period of the French invasion, 
Ibrahim shared the supreme power with Mourad 
Bey. When the Mamalukes were defeated at 
Embabeh, he was posted on the opposite bank of 

the Nile with a part of his troops ; and, on seeing 

s 
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tlie disastrous event of tliat day, he fled into 
Syria, whither he was followed by the Turkish 
Pacha of Cairo ; Bonaparte attempted, though in 
vain, to overtake him. After the battle of Helio- 
polis, it was he who penetrated into Cairo with 
three thousand men, where he maintained along 
and desperate contest against the victorious 
Kleber. 

Osman Bey Tamhourgi was the person 
looked upon as their chief, having been nominated 


’ Osman Tamboiirgi/ in open defiance of the pledged Ottoman feitlB 
and through the perfidious policy of that courts was assassinated in the month of 
Octobeib 1801, when going iii the Capoiitan Pacha'^s barge to dine on board Sir 
Richard Bickertoii’s ship in the harbour of Alexandria. While sailing through 
lake Bl'areotisj a Cawouash^ or messenger of stale^ appeared on the shore, and 
hailing them,' informed the Capoutan Pacha, that he' had brought dispatches of 
the utmost consequence for him from Constantinople. Upon this the Capoutan 
Pacha left the beys ; after which, as they were passing under the stern ofaTurldsh 
gunboat at anchor, a volley of musketry was fired at them, and several boats full 
of men came along side. After a veiy gallant and desperate resistance, rendered 
more furious by the idea of being treacherously sacrificed, they were overpowered 
by numbers^ and made prisoners. During the contest, Solymaii Aga, having 
killed and disarmed several of the assailants, seized the nearest Tiirk to him, arid 
lioldiiig him forcibly in his arms, opposed him to every blow that was aimed 
athimseli-^ and this in so efiectiial a; manner, thatAhe was killed iii' that 
situation. Osman Bey Ascar, Bl'ahomet Bey Mafice, and the black Caya 
the confidant of Moiirad Bey, also shared the same fate. Osman Bey Berdici, 
and Solyman Aga, were very severely wounded, but fortunately recovered, Tiie' 
survivors w-ere taken on board the Capoutan Bey’s ship, the Sultan Serun, 

Iimnediately upon the above transaction being made known to lord Huiehiii- 
son, he ordered brigadier-general Stuart, at the head‘ oPhis regiment, and' with 

' Z . : gnus 
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by Mourad Bey on his deathbed. He was of a 
violent temper ; but of no extraordinary talents. 

Mahomed Bey Elfi, so surnamed from the 
number of sequins “for which he wms purchased, 
Elfi signifying a thousand, had however the most 
extensive influence. He is gifted with great 
abilities, joined to the utmost prudence ; is of an 
open and liberal disposition, and of the greatest 
personal courage. He is about twenty -five years 
of age. 

One particular trait will stamp his character ; 


guns and lighted matches^ to proceed to the Turkish camp on the eastward of 
.Alexandria^ and to insist upon the bodies of the beys being given up to tlie Bri- 
tish, This, after some hesitation, was acceded to by the Capoiitan Pacha, and 
the remaining beys were liberated the next day, and sent to Alexandria, where 
the bodies of those who had been slain were buried by tite British army, with all 
possible military honours. While these things were passing at Alexandria, the 
grand vizier, thinking by presents, and other demonstrations of friendship, 
to have lulled the Mamaluke beys at Cairo into perfect security, made on the 
:2otliof October an attempt to seize them. Several of them thus fell treache- 
rously into his hands ; but Selim Bey, with a party of his officers and men, 
effected his escape. After innumerable hardships and difficulties (the whole 
country being under water) they arrived at Gizeli, where they were received and 
kindly treated by the comriiandunt, colonel Ramsay. As soon as lord llutch- 
inson was made acquainted with this transaction, he dispatched brigadier-gene- 
ral Stuart to the grand vizier, with a peremptory letter, insisting on the uncon- 
ditional delivery of the beys, whom he kept prisoners in Cairo. This demand 
was, after some hesitation, complied with by his highness, and on the 1 6 th of 
November the beys came into Gizeb, where they were placed under the pro- 
tection of the British army. 
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at tlie deatli of Moiirad, all tlie bevs looked up 
to him, and wished to appoint him chief, in oppo- 
sition to the desire expressed hy Mourad ; but he 
declined accepting it, thinking they were weak 
enough, without qaarrelling among themselves. 

Osman Bey Berdici was said to he an ainhi- 
tioiis and able man, but not so prudent as Ma- 
homed. He had however a great deal of influ- 
ence, and a strong party. 

But the chief counsellor of the Mamalukes, 
who transacted all their business, was a black, 
who had been Mourad Bey’s confidant. It is sup- 
posed, that it was he who persuaded Mourad to 
nominate Osman Bey Tamhourgi as his siicGessor, 
in order that he might still keep the management 
of their affairs as Caya Bey. He was a remark- 
ably shrewd, insinuating character, and was em- 
ployed in all the negotiations both with the French 
and English. 

To be a Mamaluke, it was indispeosahly neces- 
sary to have been a slave : and even the child of 
a Mamaluke could not hold any employment 
among them. The beys, kiacliefs, and other 
officers among the Mamalukes, purchased these 
slaves from merchants, who brought them to 
Egypt Thejr were of all nations and countries, 

Z2 
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some Germans aiwl Russians, but Ghiefly Geor- 
gians, Circassians, and from the other parts of 
Mount Caucasus. After having served their mas- 
ters with fidelity, they were made free, and then 
had the right of buying slaves. The power and 
influence of the beys were proportionate to the 
number of Mamalukes that composed their 
household. 

Mamalukes, while slaves, cannot wear a beard, 
which is always the indisputable proof of their 
freedom. Beside the twenty-four beys, they were 
governed by a certain number of kiachefs, an 
Employ subordinate to that of a bey. Their 
revenues consisted in those villages which were 
their individual property, and in the extortions 
and fines, which they exacted from the unfortu- 
nate inhabitants. 

i The Mamalukes are a brave and generous race, 
but are cruel and revengeful. They are also ad- 
dicted to the naost detestable and unnatural of 
crimes, which is extremely prevalent in most parts 
of the Turkish empire. 

On the 1st of June, m^or-general Coote 
received orders from general Hutchinson, to re* 
kiforce him with the twenty-eighth and forty- 
second regiments, one hundred and. twenty artil- 



expedition TO EGYPT. 


173-' 


lery, and sixty nioTiiited dragoons. These ac- 
cordingly marclied from the camp before Alexan- 
dria on the 4th of June, under the command of 
brigadier-general Oakes, who had scarcely reco- 
vered from the wound which he received in the 
action of the 21st of March. They followed the 
canal of Alexandria as far as Rahmanieh, from 
which place they continued along the Nile, 
until they came up with general Hutchinsoms 
division. 

This diminution of major-general Coote's force 
left his entrenched position very destitute of 
troops, and without a second line. His entire 
division consisted of about five thousand men, of 
whom upwards of fifteen hundred were afflicted 
with sore eyes and fluxes, which reduced it to 
little more than three thousand fit for duty. 

At the same time the plague was making very 
considerable ravages at Aboukir, whither it had 
been brought by some sick men belonging to a 
transport in the bay. On the 50lh of May, eight 
men died of it. Three of the medical gentlemen 
were seized with it, one of whom, a Mr. Alleiiy 
fell a victim to his zeal and attention to the sick, 
after an illness of seventeen hours. Had it not 
been for the measures adopted by general Coote, 


it is hard to say liow far tliis malady miglit liaTe 
extended. Appreliensive of it’s being comninni- 
cated to the camp, he sent a detachment to Maii- 
dara fedonbt, the narrowest part of the penin- 
sula, and lines of Gentries and vedettes were 
placed entirely across, so that no person could 
pass witliont a written permission. To this salu- 
tary measure, and to the strict cleanliness maim 
tamed, the camp, in all probability, owed it’s 
exemption from the plagaie. 

The whole army was likewise in the greatest 
distress imaginable for money. Neither the pay- , 
master nor commissary-general was supplied with 
any for the payment of the troops. This circum- 
stance was the more distressing, as it was impos- 
sible here to obtain cash from merchants for bills ; 
and the money received by the Arabs for provi- 
sion was buried under ground the moment it came 
into their hands, so that it was sufficiently secured 
from circulation. 

On the 6th, major-general Coote withdrew the 
post from Bedah, on account of the reduction of 
his numbers. 

A small French vessel, mounting ten guns, was 
taken and brought into Aboukir bay, having on 
board general Damas, and the Ordonnateur eii 
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Chef D aiire. In tbe night of the 5d of May, 
generals Reynier and Dam as, the Ordonnateur en 
Chef Daure, and several other officers of rank, 
had been seized by force in their houses at Alex- 
andria, and coiidncted on board two vessels in 
the harbour. They sailed on the 19th of that 
month ; general Reynier, in the fast sailing brig 
Lodi, eluded the vigilance of our cruizers; but the 
Good Union, having on board the other officers 
above named, was taken near Candia. What 
might have been general Menou’s reason for this 
violent measure was not known, but it vras sup- 
posed to have originated in a disunion between 
him and those officers, in consequence of some 
circumstances which took place in the battle of 
the 21st of March. 

The French squadron under Gantheaiime, 
consisting of four sail of the line, one frigate, one 
corvette, and five small transports, had been off 
the coast for some days. The men of war had 
between three and four thousand troops on board, 
all very sickly. This fleet had anchored by 
mistake in Lacuste bay, greatly to the westward 
of Alexandria ; but Gantheaume, fearing the 
approach of lord Keith’s fleet, which was in 
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searcli of hinij cut liis cables, and again stood olF 
to sea. 

Tbeir intention was to have landed near Derna, 
and to have marched along the sea coast to Alex- 
andria ; each man furnished with a scanty supply 
of bread and water. 

The fire transports were taken on the 7th, 
and brought into Aboukir bay. They had no 
troops on board, but artists of all kinds, as florists, 
gardeners, seedsmen, &c., in a word, quite a small 
colony. There was also a company of come- 
dians for the Cairo theatre The transports said 
they had paited with the fleet at the distance of 
near eighty leagues from Alexandria, w hich we 
supposed, however, to have been only thirty, 
under convoy of the corvette ITIeliopolis. This 
ship sue ceeded in getting into the liarb our of 
Alexandria. She carried no troops, but brought 
a supply of arms and ammunition, and the intelli- 
gence of an intended reinforcement in Gan- 
1;heaume’s squadron. Rear-admiral Sir Richard 

^ The measure of seiidmg out artists and comedians to Egj^pt was extremely 
wise and politic ; it served to impress the troops of the army of the East with 
the pleasing and encouraging idea^ that the French government was ever alive 
to the interest, and constantly mindful not only of theh advantage, but of sup“ 
plying them with the comforts and enjoyments of life, in a place where it con- 
sidered them as securely fixed, and was resolved to support them* 
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Bickertoii, with three isail of the line, heade one 
Turkish man of w^ar, went in pursuit of Gan- 
theaiime, while lord Keith, with remainder 
of the fleet, cruized oft’ the port of Alexandria. 

S I E G E ■ O F C A I R O. 

Major-general Hutchinson having determined 
upon the siege of Cairo in conjunction with the 
grand vizier, inarched from his camp at Mishlee, 
on the 4th of June, and encamped the same day 
near the village of Lockmas. On the 5th he 
moved on to Ouardan, where the army halted all 
the 6th, and on the 7th he proceeded beyond 
El Gatta. 

On that day’s march, the army advanced in three 
columns, the Mamalukes forming one on the 
right, the British in the centre, and the Turks, 
under the Capoutan Pacha, one on the left near 
the Nile, 

Meanwdiile the grand vizier’s army, following 
general Hutchinson’s motions, marched along the 
Damietta branch of the river, always encamping 
as nearly as possible in a parallel direction w ith 
him. ■ ^ - 

A A : 
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On tlie Stlij major-general Hntcliiiison moved 
forward about three miles to the southward of 
the point of the Delta, and took up his ground 
near the village of Burtos, one of the many which 
ate here scattered over the extensive plain. In 
this position the whole force destined to act 
against Cairo was consolidated. A free and easy 
communication was established with the grand 
vizier’s army, encamped at Charlahan, on the 
opposite bank of the Nile, by an excellent bridge 
of pontoons. The Capoiitan Pacha’s troops were 
in front of the British, and the Mamalukes in their 
fear. ■ 

While they were here, on the 10th, two hundred 
men of the eighty-sixth regiment, under the com- 
mand of colonel Lloyd, joined colonel Stervart’s 
corps, attached to the vizier’s army. These men 
were the forerunners of the long-expected rein- 
forcement from India. 

Lien tenant-eolonel Lloyd had commeneed his 
march from Suez on the 7th of June, having 
received orders from general Hutchinson to this 
effect : a scanty allowaBce of bad water bad been 
served out to the men of the detacbment previous 
to their setting oiiL whicb they were directed to. 
be frugal of, and to husband carefully. This, with 
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wliat could be carried on tlie camels in leatliern 
bags, was ail they had to expect until their arrival 
at the springs of El Hanka, a distance of near 
fifty miles. 

In the first day’s march, three officers found 
theiiiselves so weak and exhausted, as to be totally 
unable to proceed, and were therefore sent back 
to Suez on camels. Seventeen men also, who 
could not keep up with the detachment, were 
obliged to be left behind, with orders to join on 
eamels, as soon as they were able. 

The inten se heat, the intolerable r eflexioTi of 
the sun from the burning sand, the excessive thirst, 
and the general w ant of water, most of the men 
having imprudently expended their small store, 
rendered this march more painful and distressing, 
than can w^ell be conceived. To ease the camels, 
the officers cut off the baggage from their backs, 
and the wearied soldiers threw away their knap- 
sacks, and every other incumbrance about their 
persons. 

After a very harassing and persevering march, 
lieutenant-colonel Lloyd arrived at the welcoine 
springs of £1 Hanka, on the evening of the 9thi 
On that day eight men, out of the seYenteen who 
had heeii left beliind on the first day, joined him, 

A A 2 
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the remainder were never heard of more, aiid 
must have perished miserably in the Desert. 

Suez is situate in latitude 30° north, at the 
northern extremity of the western gulf of the 
Red Sea, which is here about a mile across. It 
is an ill-built and miserable town, thinly inhabited, 
and the country around it nothing but a barren 
and unprofitable rock. There is no good water 
to be had near it, and all kinds of provision are 
extremely dear and scarce. The great occupa- 
tion of the inhabitants is building vessels,, to be 
employed in the navigation of the Red Sea. No 
traces of the celebrated canal, which joined the 
Nile to the Arabian gulf, were to be seen. 
Ships may anchor at Suez in live fathom water, 
at the distanee of three or four miles from the 
shore. 

On the I4tli, niajor-general Hutchinson moved 
about three miles in front to th village of Saael; 
and on the 1 6th advanced with his army to a posi- 
tion just out of reach of the shot of the enemy’s 
works. The same day he was joined by the 
twenty-eighth and forty-second regiments, wnci 
had marehed from the camp before Alexandiiis 
jn twelve days. 
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His liigliiiess the vizier also moved forward on 
the right bank of the Nile, to a parallel position. 

Both armies were united by a bridge of pontoons, 
placed a little below them at the village ofDe^ 
maolioiir. 

General Hutchinson made another movement on 
the 21st, and invested the town of Gizeh, oppo- 
site to Grand Cairo. The vizier. Still follo wing his 
motions, came and eneamped close to the enemy’s 
advanced works on the other side of the river. 

Some slight skirmishing took place in the evening 
on both banks of the Nile, when the Mamalukes 
greatly distinguished themselves. 

Meanwhile active preparations were making 
for the intended siege. Heavy guns, and quanti- 
ties of ammunition and stores, wnre sent up the 
Nile to general Hutchinson : but it was sometimes 
with difficulty that their weighty cargoes could be 
got over the bar of Rosetta. The depot of the 
army was established near the river, where the 
heavy cannon, &e. were landed from tlie gerines. 

This day major-general Moore joined the army 
from Rosetta, though yet scarceiy recovered of 
the wound he had received on the 21st of Marcli. 

On the 22d, major-general Cradock was ap- 
pointed to command the British force serving 
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mth tlie combined army, and the command of 
his brigade was given to brigadier-general Hope. 
Colonel Abercromby succeeded general Hope 
as adjutant-general, and captain Taylor of the 
twenty-fifth regiment of fool , aide-de-camp to the 
commander in chief, was made deputy adjiitant- 

fi'eneral. 

' ■ ■ 

The same day general B41iard, who commanded 
the French troops at Cairo, finding himself sur- 
rounded on alF sides, his communication with the 
interiour part of the conntiy entirely cut ofi’, and 
without hopes of relief, sent a flag of truce to 
general Hutchinsoifls advanced posts, request- 
ing, that he would be pleased to agree to a con- 
ference between a French and an English officer, 
Ifilri'skt of whatever rank he should think proper, to 
S nK treat for the evacuation of Cairo, and it’s de- 
pendencies. 

To this request general Hutchinson assented, 
and brigadier-generai Hope was appointed to 
meet a French general of brigade, at one o’clock 
on that day. The meeting, however, did not take 
place, till eleven o’clock the day following, as 
some time had been necessary, to communicate 
with the grand vizier on the subject of the con- 
ference. 

6 
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Tlie Freiicli pitcbed tents on the water siclgj 
halfway between tliC: British ad ranced posts and 
Gizeh, where the deputed officers met, and which 
were called the camp de eoivferences. The officers 
on the part of the conihmed armies w^ere, briga- 
dier-general Hope, Osman Bey for liis liiglniess 
the siiprenie vizier, Isaac Bey for iiis higliiiessllie- 
Capoutaii Pacha, and generals of brigade Mo- 
rand and Donzelot, and the chief of brigade Ta- 
reyre, on the part of the general of division Be- 
liard. Each eoiitr acting party was attended to 
the ca/mp des coiifhences by a gii ar d of thirty dra- 
goons and sixty infantry. 

Immediately after the termination of the first 
conference on the 23 d, orders were issued for a 
cessation of hostilities. 

The conferences continued •without intermis- 
sion till the 28 th, when a convention was signed 
for the surrender of Cairo, and it’s dependencies. 
Hostages were immediately after exchanged ; the 
lioiioiirable colonel Paget, of the twenty-eighth, 
heiiig the officer given up on our part. 

By this convention the French were aliow'^ed 
seventeen days for the final evacuation of Cairo, 
and it’s dependencies. They were then to march 
clown to Rosetta, with their arms, baggage,, 


See tills coHo." 
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field artillery, &c. ; to be there embarked as soon 
as possible, but at the latest in fifty days from 
the ratification, on board vessels, to be furnislied 
at the entire expense of the allied powers for 
sending them to some French port. 

On the evening of the Q8tb, the combined 
pow’^ers took possession of the gate of Gizeh, as 
also of the fort of Sidkowsky, on the Cairo side 
of the river. The French seemed very jealous of 
letting us come near the works, which, notwith- 
standing their extensive and formidable appear- 
ance, were weak, and in had condition, but were 
extremely civil in every other respect. 

The Frencli garrison evacuated Cairo and 
Boiilac on the 9th, conformably to the capitu- 
lation, and retired to the island of Rodha, and 
the town of Gizeh, when the eighty-ninth regi- 
ment immediately took possession of the citadel. 

To return to major-general Coote’s division 
before Alexandria. 

Rear-admiral Sir Richard Bickerton had re- 
turned on the ISth of June, and joined the fleet 
off Alexandria, without having seen or heard any 
thing of Gantheaume’s squadron : it was sup- 
posed, therefore, to have gone back to Toulon, 



EXPEDITION TO EGYPT. 


185 


liaving found tbe impossibility of landing the 
troops, or eluding the vigilance of our fleet. 

The plague at Aboukir had nearly subsided; 
and, owing to the care and skill of the medical 
officers, very few of those attacked fell victims 
to it’s violence. This dreadful disorder had 
also broken out at Rosetta, where a surgeon of 
the ^7th, Mr. Halliday, and some others, died 
of it. 

On the 16th, the thirteenth regiment, which 
had been for a length of time extremely sickly, 
was sent to do duty at Rosetta ; and the first 
battalion of the twenty-seventh left that town, 
to supply it’s place in the camp before Alex- 
andria. 

Owing to the almost total want of money, the 
markets began to be but scantily supplied. Very 
few cattle, or other articles of provision, were 
brought by the rapacious Arabs ; but su ch as 
did come were sold cheap, in consequence of the 
very small number of purchasers. 

A sheep was then bought at the camp, near 
Alexandria, for a dollar and half, the dollar 
reckoned at four shillings and sixpence ; a dozen 
of fowls or chickens for a dollar ; five geese,, 

B B 
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and often three hundred eggs, for the same 
sum 

At nine o’clock in the moriimg of the iOth, the 
Iphigenia frigate blew up in Abouldr bay, having 
taken fire about three. She was armed en Jlute, 
a troop ship, and but lately returned from the 
island of Cyprus. Fortunately no lives were lost, 
as the seamen and others had been previously 
removed from her. 

On the 23d, major-general Cbote perceived the 
canal of Alexandria, in front of his left, nearly 
filled with water, which was flowing into the low 
swampy ground between the two positions. 

The French, wishing to contract their front, 
had let the water of this new inundation into the 
canal, and by a second cut had introduced it from 
the canal into the plain. 

When this was discovered, it was too late in 
the evening to attempt counteracting their mea- 
sures. The next day, however, our vedettes 
having been considerablj advanced in front of 
our left, with only a trifling opposition, a strong 

* When the first detachments of the Indian army reached Kenneh, in Upper 
Egypt, provision was so cheap and in such abundance, that twelve geese 
could be purchased for one dollar, and one thousand eggs for the same sum : it 
WES equally the same at Damietta. 
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working party of six iiimclred men was assem- 
Bled in the rear of No. 7 redoubt. At eight in 
the evening they commenced a very large and 
extensive dam, intended to stop the progress of 
the water, and prevent it’s imiiidating oiir front 
This party was covered by two hundred infantry, 
fifty cavalry, and two light three pounders, dis- 
posed in front, immediately in the rear of the 
vedettes. 

We continued working all night, without ex- 
periencing the least disturbance from the enemy, 
whom we perceived equally busy in making fresh 
cuts in the canal, to let in a greater tpiantity of 
water. An additional party of two hundred men 
was sent down at twelve o’clock, and the whole 
remained working till daylight. 

This arduous undertaking was pursued with 
unabated zeal, till the dam had been completed 
so effectually, as to defeat the enemy’s intentions. 
It’s length w^as about three hundred feet, it’s 
breadth upwards of thirty, and it’s elevation 
about seven. A small redoubt, wuth two twenty- 
four-pounders, was erected close in the rear for 
it’s protection. 

Early in the morning of the 25th, some ran- 
dom shots took place between the vedettes, one 
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of ^vhicli Struck lieutenant David of tlie artiliery, 
wlio was on duty at tlie dam, and wounded Min 
very severely in tlie arm. 

On tlie 5fch of July the Leda frigate arrived 
irom Engiand, and anchored in Aboukir bay. 
She had brought one hundred and fifty men of 
the third regiment of g'uards, and the same number 
of the Coldstream was hourly expected. By hei 
we also received fifty thousand pounds for the 
use of the army, and the account of very consi- 
derable reinforcements, which were to leave Eng- 
land soon after her departed 

The Active frigate, with one hundred and fifty 
of the Coldstream regiment of guards arrived on 
the 8th, and was folMWed on the 9th by the 
Madras and Agincourt, having the twenty-fifth 
and twenty-sixth regiments on board. These 
ships also brought out large sums of money, and 
intelligence of still greater reinforcements. 

Major-general Coote ordered these troops to 
be disembarked, and join him immediately. 
They all came up lake Aboukir in the boats of 
the fleet, and were landed at the depot. This 
addition to his strength was partichlarly accept- 
able, as it had been greatly reduced by the 
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ophthalmia, which "SYas very prevalent in his 
division 

On the 10th, geiierai Goote went on hoard the 
Port Mahon brig of war, and proceeded in her to 
the westward of Mexandria, where he reconnoitred 
the situation of the ground, and satisfied himself 
of the narrowness of the neck of land between 
the sea and the inundation, as also of the great 
facility of occupying it with a corps of four or 
five thousand men. This he did, as he had now 
become extremely anxious to adopt active mea- 
sures for the reduction of Alexandria, in con- 


^ The ophthalaiia^ or inflammation of the eyes^ may be looked upon as traly 
endemic in Egypt. In all the towns and villages^ and indeed all over the 
country, the natives are distressingly subject to this disease, so that eyes per- 
fectly sound and uninjured are very seldom to be seen. Even the women, who 
keep their faces so carefully and jealously concealed, have their eyes iuiC0“ 
vered, certam of not being admired or coveted for the brilliancy of them. 

' Our army,; ^ both near Alexandria,:, and .on ' the 'banks' of the Nile, was 
affected to a very great degree with an ophthalmia, attended with exquisite pain. 
Various reasons are assigned for this great prevalence of inflammation in the 
eyes, and often consequent bliiKlness, but what seem th^ probable causes 
are the excessive heat and strong light refleeted from the sands, the air every 
where impregnated vrith saline particles, the night air, and, lastly, the fine sand 
and burning dust, which are blowm about by the wiiid^^^ and fill the eye. 

Blisters applied on each temple, and bathing the eyes in salt water, were fouac 
the best cure for this painful and distressing disease. It is worthy of remark; 
that many persons, whose eyes had withstood the burning heat and pernicious 
.glare of the Egyptian sands, were afflicted with this complaint vvhen at sea, on 
their return home* 
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sequence of the reinforcements he had re- 
ceived. : , ' \: 

A small advice hoat, under Spanish colours, 
succeeded in getting into that port on the 12th ; 
and on the 1 4 th general Men on attempted to 
send a brig under a flag of truce, with fifty men 
of letters and artists to France ; but she was de- 
tained by lord Keith, and ordered back to Alex- 
andria. 

On the same day, the Monmouth arrived with 
the twenty-fourth regiment, and relieved us from 
some anxiety, as fear began to be entertained for 
her safety. 

A convoy anchored in the bay of Aboukir 
on the 18th, from Minorca and Malta. The 
troops that arrived by it were the two battalions 
of the twentieth regiment, who, being for limited 
service, volunteered their services for Egypt ; as 
did also the whole garrison of Minorca, the ancient 
Irish fencibles ; and the Lowenstein chasseurs. 
These were followed, on the 24th, by the twenty- 
second light dragoons (dismounted) from Cork. 
All these troops were disembarked, and joined 
maj or-general Coote’s division, which was thus 
increased to nine thousand eflective men. 
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Active preparations were now making iii 
Aboiikir bay for tbe einbarkation of the French 
troops, of the approacli of #hicli we had doe 
inteiligence ; for during the whole period of gene- 
ral Hutchinson’s march to and from Cairo, a con- 
tinued correspondence was maintained betw een 
him and major-general Coote, througli the means 
of a few Bedoween Arabs, kept in pay for this 
purpose. They travelled wdth the greatest expe- 
dition, upon their own horses, and in their journey 
from Cairo to the camp before Alexandria were 
seldom more than three days. Their punctuality 
and fidelity were equal to tlieir speed, and there 
never happened a single instance of their having 
violated, in the slightest elegree, the trust re- 
posed in them. 

The Anglo-Ottoman army had marched from 
the camp of Embabeh at four o’clock on the 
morning of the 15th; the British, commanded 
by major-general Moore, general Gradock being 
left much indisposed at Gizeli ; the Turks, by the 
Capoutan Pacha. Two thousand Albanians, from 
the army of the grand vizier, joined the force of 
the Capoutan Pacha ; and the vizier, with the re- 
mainder of his army, ocenpied Cairo and it’s 
environs. The thirtieth regiment, w hich had been 
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attached to colonel Stewart’s division since the 
18th of Jane; rejoined the main body of the 
army, and the eiglity-ninth regiment was left to 
garrison Gizeii and the island of Rodha. 

The French army under general B41iard 
marched from Gizeh at five o’clock, in two 
columns, and appeared to amount to about eight 
thousand fighting men. 

The British and Turks had marched from their 
left, and the French moved at the distance of 
about three miles in their rear, keeping along the. 
banks of the Nile, and regulating all their motions 
by ours. Near three hundred germes, all of 
which had French colours, conveyed their bag- 
saae, &c. down the river. One of them carried 
general Kleber’s body, and was decorated with 
a large black flag, on which his name was 
inscribed germe directed the march or 

halt of the French, by firing an eighteen-pounder ; 
they thus expressing the high regard, and great 
veneration, which they entertained for their be- 
• loved : general.'::;:: 

The Anglo-0 ttoman and French armies reached 
the environs of Rahmanieh on the 2l5th, and 
halted there. Brigadier-general Oakes had come 
to Rosetta, to superintend the embarkation of the 
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Frencli troops, whicli was to take place immedi- 
atelj upon their arrival on the coast. Brigadier- 
general Lawson, who commanded the artillery, 
and captain Brice, the commanding engineer, had 
also arrived* at Rosetta, to make the necessary 
arrangements in their respective departments pre- 
vious to the siege of Alexandria. 

The Capoutan Pacha reached Rosetta on the 
2l8th, and immediately repaired on hoard his 
ship, then at anchor in the hay of Aboukir. The 
same day the British, Turks, and French, arrived 
at El-Hamed, and in the neighhourhood. The 
British encamped between Dibe and Semasma, 
the Turks near Fort St. Julien, and the French 
at Hamed. The march of the French army down 
the Nile was very irregular, and the private sol- 
diers, who openly testified their joy at quitting 
the country, paid very little deference or respect 
to their officers ; while on the contrary that of the 
British troops was marked by it’s order and dis- 
cipline, reflecting great credit on major-general 
Moore. 

The second battalion of the royals, and the 
fifty-eighth regiment, were posted between the 
Turks and Rosetta, to prevent diem from coming 

. ■ C c ■ 
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into the town, where their presence iiiiglit liave 
created some unpleasant circumstances. 

The commander in chief, who had remained 
some days at Cairo much indisposed, came to 
Rosetta on the 30th, apparently still in very ill 
health, and on the second of August w^ent on 
hoard lord Keith’s ship. 

The French were now embarked very fast: on 
the 28th six hundred sick were sent off from 
Rosetta j and on the 1st and 2d of August, four 
thousand five hundred men, with a great part of 
their artillerymen, guns, &c. were put on board 
the vessels intended to convey them to France, 

On the 16th of July, an officer had arrived 
with dispatches for general Hutchinson, from 
major-general Baird, with the agreeable and long- 
expected intelligenee of ' his having reached 
Kenneh on the Nile, with a part of his army. 

The project of transporting a formidable body 
of troops from India to Egypt, through the Red 
Sea, was well conceived, and, in case of a more 
determined resistance on the part of the enemy, 
would have proved extremely beneficial. 

the arrival of a small 
portion of that force at Suez, under lieotenant- 
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colonel Lloyd of the eighty-sixtli regiment. This 
corps had sailed with rear-admiral Blanketj at an 
earlier period, from the coast of Malahar. 

The army from India, under the command of 
major-general Baird, did not all come from the 
same part, every presidency furnishing a certain 
quota ; and had the whole of the intended force 
arrived in Egypt, it would have amounted to 
nearly ten thousand men. 

A division consisting of his majesty’s tenth 
regiment, a battalion of twelve hundred volun- 
teers from the Bengal sepoys, and a detach- 
ment of the honourable company’s artillery, em- 
barked in Saugur roads, in Bengal, (the mouth 
of the Ganges) on the 1st of December 1800, 
and sailed thence on the 6th. They arrived at 
Trincomaly, in Ceylon, on the 1,8th, at which 
place tliey had orders to rendezvous, and wait 
for the admiraD. In this port they were joined 


* This bayy one of the finest iii: the worlclj is very extensive and safe^ : being" 
surrounded, by, high' lands^- and completely land4ocked.' ' The entraiicediito it :is 
defended by an old Dutch fortification called Osnabruck fort. There was also 
a battery' (iiow' destroyed) close' to the: water’s- edge> _■ about a- iBiie 'ancl' a-quarter 
fro!ii/the town of Trincomaly^ which stands . at the bottom of the bay. ; The 
town has nolliing remarkable^... and most of the articles of lifcy being brought, 
from MacIraSjf are consequently dear^' ''.Tisli. 'in ..gie variety is abundant, and 

i C. c’ s ; ■ ^ ' cheap ;. 
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by tbe eightieth regimentj and sailed on the 15tll: 
of February foir Point de Gall, on the south east 
extremity of the island, where they arrived on the 
18th. Gif this point they were reinforced by the 
eighty-eighth regiment, two companies of the 
eighty-sixth, under the command of colonel Mon- 
tresor, and another detachment of the company’s 
artillery. On the 27 th of March, part of this 
force arrived at Bombay, the remainder was 
obliged, through stress of weather, to put into 
Goa. From Bombay the expedition had received 
another reinforcement of a battalion of sepoys, 
which h ad sailed a few weeks before their arrival. 

At this place the Indian army first learnt, that 
Egypt was it’s destination, and that major-general 
Baird was appointed to the chief command. 

This armament, under the orders of Sir Home 
Popham, in the Romney, proceeded in small divi- 
sions across the Arabian Sea to Jedda, as the in- 
tricate and dangerous navigation of the Red Sea 
would not allow of their sailing in a large fleet. 
This sea being searcely known, and the charts of 


cheap ; the woods also aifFord great quantities of gaine^ as do, the rice and 
harley fields an immense number of snipes. The situation of the which 

was in foraier times extremely insalubrious, is no longer so, since the surround*- 
ing grounds have been cleared, and the woods cut down., 
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it hitherto published very incorrect, it was neces- 
sary to navigate it with the greatest caution ima- 
ginable, to sound constantly, and to go under 
an easy sail, or frequently even to lie to at night. 
Captains of ships, and officers in general, were 
ordered to pay particular attention to their log- 
books, and, such as were capable of drawing, 
were desired to take views and correct bearings 
of the different lands of which they came in sight. 
The navigation is indeed so bad and uncertain, 
that of this fleet seventeen sail were lost, some 
of them the finest ships. 

One of these divisions, having on board a 
part of the tenth regiment, left Bombay on the 
1st of April, and arrived at Mocha on the 20th. 
Mocha, the ancient capital of A rabia Felix, situate 
in latitude 13° 15' north, is a handsome-looking 
town from the sea, and has three forts toward it. 
Large ships are obliged to anchor four or five 
miles out, the water being very shallow nearer 
the shore. A reef of rocks extends from the 
southern part of the town a considerable way into 
the sea, and serves greatly to break it’s force, as 
it generally blows fresh in the road. The town 
is dirty and ifl built, not at all corresponding with 
it’s appearamce from the shipping, as the hoir«ses, 
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being all wMte-waslied, have at that distance a 
clean and handsome aspect. The inhabitants, not 
vet reconciled to Christians, were here extremely 
"daring and insolent. Mocha is sufficiently famed 
for the delicious coffee known by it’s name, and 
procured from Arabia. TTaving taken in watei 
and provision, the division sailed again on the 
'i2d ; and, after passing the islands of Gebel- 
Zegliir, the Sabagars, and Gebel-Tor, which last 
is high, rocky, and barren, and is reported to have 
been once a volcano, reached Jedda on the 28th.. 
This harbour is very confined, unsafe, and sur- 
rounded with shoals and banks of coral. The en- 
trance into it is sufficiently dangerous to terrify 
the boldest sailor, having two gates or rocks, not 
much more than the len^^^^^ a ship across. In 
ffie centre o^^^ first passage is a sunk rock, 
upon which la Forte frigate, one of the finest 
ships in the navy, struck, and was lost. The 
numerous shoals break the force of the sea, and 
ships, when once in, lie in smooth water, what- 
ever wind may blow. 

In 1514, one of the sultans of Egypt enclosed 
the town with a wall, to defend it against any 
attempts of the Portuguese, at that time all- 
powerlnl in the Red Sea. Part of this wall is 
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Still Standing, but in a very ruinous state. Some 
of tlie bouses are built of stone, and are altosre- 
ther greatly superiour to tlie generality of build- 
ings in Egypt. The country round Jedda is sandy 
and barren, and good water very scarce and dif- 
ficult to be procured. 

From Jedda they proceeded to Cosseir, where 
they arrived on the ITth of May, and were landed 
on the 21st. Cosseir was not th^ place origi- 
nally fixed upon for the disembarkation of the 
troops from India ; they were to have pro- 
ceeded as far up as Suez, in order to avoid as 
much of the Desert as possible ; but it was found 
impracticable at this season of the year, as the 
monsoon had already set in, and it was indeed 
with much difficulty and danger that they were 
enabled to reach Cosseir. 

At this port the remainder of the army conti- 
nued daily to arrive. Part of the eiglity-sixfh 
regiment from the Malabar coast, two battalions 
of sepoys from Bombay, detachmeBts of engi- 
neers and artillery from Bengal, and the sixty-first 
regiment, a detachment of the eighth light dra- 
goons, and some horse artillery, from the Cape 
of Good Hope, landed successively. 
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Tlie harbour of Cosseii% though very iiidif- 
fereiit, and often dangerous, is however esteemed 
the best in the Red Sea. It is situate in latitude 
26'’ 20' north, is extremely shallow, and will not 
admit of any considerable number of ships. On 
the east and south east it is quite open ; on the 
north it is protected by a reef of rocks, which 
stretolies about a mile into the sea. The town 
w'Rs once a place of great note, but is now in a 
very miserable condition. It is defended by a 
square fort, which stands upon a rising ground, and 
■was repaired and strengthened by the French. 
The country round the town is the most dreary and 
barren that can be conceived; no sort of herb, 
grass, bush, or tree, either on the coast, the 
plains, or the elevated mountains, appears to re- 
lieve the fatigued eye from the surrounding glare 
of the scorching sands. The water here is ex- 
tremely bad, and proved fatal to many of the 
men, insomuch that it was requisite to procure a 
supply from the shipping, sufficient to reach the 
y'V- newwelis.- 

From Cosseir the Indian army began it’s march 
across the great Desert on the 21st of June. 

to the general want of water, and 
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tlie great dilFiciilty of carryiog it, it was obliged 
to perform in small detacliments, searcliing for 
water wherever it was most likely to be found, 
and sinking wells for the benefit of the rear 
divisions. - , 

Daring this painfid and fatiguing march, through 
deep and heavy sands, over the most arid desert, 
one hundred and forty miles in extent, totally 
destitute of trees, or any other kind of verdure, 
the troops suffered extremely. Worn out with 
fatigue, panting with extreme heat, and often with- 
out a drop of water, the reader may well imagine 
the hardships which the soldier had to undergo. 
Mr. Dudley Rider, paymaster-general, died on the 
march through the Desert, and was buried between 
Mohillah and El-Kittah. The army lost altoge- 
ther about twelve men, most of whom died in 
consecpieiice of Coups de SoleiL 

The divisions halted at the New Wells'", Mo- 
hillah, El-Kittah, and Birambar, at all which 
places water, more or less drinkable, was to be 


Near the New Wells they saw the slceletons of -sis: of oiir.iiiariiies;, having, 
still the uniform and buttons of that corps on, for which extraoxclinary iucident 
it .was impossible’ to 'account. 

J)B 
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olstainecl. At Moliiitali tlie water h excelieivl,. 
aiicl is found close to the surface of the sand. At 
El-Eittah they saw the first houses since their de- 
parture from Gosseir, as also a bazar (i. e. market) 
close to a camp of Bedoween Arabs, and well 
supplied with good water, plenty of fruit, eggs, 
fowls, &c., at a very cheap rate. The divisions 
performed this march generally in twelve or fif- 
teen days, and the greater part of the Indian 
army was assembled at Kenneh about the begin- 
ning of July. During the inarch, fifteen horses 
belonging to the detachment of the eighth regi- 
ment of light dragoons died for want of water.. 
It was also remarked, that the black corps (se- 
poys) siiffered much more than the European 
troops, not only from the want of water, but also 
from the intense heat of the weather. The whole 
army was not ajSlicted to any great degree with 
the ophthalmia, while crossing the Desert. The 
artillery was drawn hy bullocks hrought from 
India ; these were of very low stature, but ex- 
tremely strong. 

The town of Kenneh, from it’s situation at the 
entrance of the Desert, and on the fertile banks of 
the Nile, is a place of some importance. It was,. 
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Ijowever, miicli more eoiisiderable foniierlj, ow- 
ing to it’s constant communication witli the 
Red Sea. 

It is badly built, like ail other Arab towns, and 
bad a square fort of bricks, with a bastion at each 
angle, erected by the French, but now in ruins, 
the Arabs making use of the materials for the con- 
struction of their own houses. It has also been 
damaged by the overflowing of the Nile, being 
too near it’s banks. Keiiiieh is surrounded with 
gardens, fertilized by numerous cuts communi- 
cating with the river. Major-general Baird ar- 
rived at Kenneh on the 15th of July. 

A short distance from Kenneh, several of this 
army went to see the beautiful remains of the 
antiquities of Tentyra, or Dendera. The temple 
of Isis, still in a tolerable degree of preservation, 
appears to have been one of the finest produc- 
tions of art, and most magnificent monuments 
of ancient architecture. 

That the detail of the subsequent operations 
may not be interrupted by it, I shall here pursue 
my account of the progress of the Indian army 
to it’s arrival at Rosetta, which ivas not till 

Alexandria had capitulated. 

D D s 
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The ten ill regiment left Kemieli on the S4ith of 
July, and having crossed the Nile, marched 
throiigh the following, and innumerable other 


villages.-' . 

First Day’s march. Passed Dendera and halted on the banks Distances 

of the Nile 13 miles 

2d. do. July 26th. Passed El Wokf^ andhalted at Keiasie * 12 

3d. do. July 27th. Passed Hau and Bagjura ^ to the town 

ofFarsixmlt^ - - * “ « 14 

4th do. July 28th. Passed Baganes and Samhuud^ - - - 12 

5th do. July 29th. Passed Bardis to Girgeh - * “• 15 

m 


It is scarcely possible, to form an idea of the 
wretched state and appeai’ance of the inhahitants 
in* the different villages, through which the array 
passed. ' With their nakedness scarcely covered, 
their persons all over dirt and filth, and tlieir 
disgusting eyes almost eaten up by swarms of 
flies, they present to the view a still more mi- 
serable and calamitons sight> if possible, than 
those of Lower Egypt. 


The town of Girgeh is large, and contains 
several mosques. The> houses are badly built, 



Bagjura is a pretty large town, with a mosque, and is situate at a short 
distance from the Nile. . . 


t Faisiuut is also a place of some size, and is about two miles inland from 
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and the streets extremely narrow. It possesses 
a large well supplied bazar, and seems to enjoy a 
brisk trade, especially in the leather manufac- 
ture. It is the capital of the Said, or Upper 
Egypt, and was the residence of the pacha, or 
governor of that province for the Porte. This 
was the last place where the Turks had any 
influence ; higher up the Mamalukes hid open 
defiance to the Ottoman government. 

Ill the beginning of August, the Indian army 
embarked in germes, and sailed down the Nile, 
which, having then riseh to a certain height, was 
extremely rapid. 

They passed successively the towns of Siout^', 
Monfaluul, Scbek Abadeh j*, Benisoef if, and the 


* Siout 3s a town of considerable size, about two miles from tbe rh-er^ and 
is tbe seat of a Cophtic bishop. It is well built, and may pass for one of the 
best cities in Upper Egypt. The Nile makes in this place a very consider- 
able elbow. 

t Scbek Abadeb, the ancient Antinde, capital of the Lower Thebais. It was 
built by the emperor Hadrian, and still retains some remains of the beauties of 
architecture. On the opposite side of the river are the ruins of Hermopolis, 
reckoned to have been one of the chief and most flourishing cities of the The- 
bais. Close to it is the present xkshemuneim, a place of some note. 

J Benisoef is about forty leagues distant from Cairo, and, from it’s numerous 
mosques, has, at a distance, a very grand and pleasing appearance. The French 
had here a well built square fori, but the destructive Arabs had already demc'.- 
lishedi it^n part. 
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pyramids of Sackara ; beside tiie miiiifeerless 
Tillages, TTliicli skirted both banks of the river ; 
mid arrived at Gizeli oil the 7th. The whole 
diseiiibarked on the next and following days, and 
encamped on the island of Rodha, where they 
were inspected by major-general Baird. 

On their inarch through the Desert, and in 
their passage down the Nile, the Indian troops 
experienced the greatest friendship from the 
i^rabs I vrho willingly afforded the all the assist- 
ance in their power, without which it would have 
been almost impossible for them to have reached 
Cairo. By orders from Osman Bey Tambourgi, 
the troops were uniformly supplied with provi- 
sion, &:c., free of expense ; hut it was subse- 
quently charged to them, however, by order of 
the grand vizier. 

The army remained at Cairo, Gizeh, and the 
island of Rodha, until the 28th, waiting for 
orders from Sir John Hutchinson ; when they 
again embarked, and, assisted by the extreme 
rapidity of the current, reached Rosetta on the 
31st. Here they encamped at the Distance of a 
short mile from the town, close to the tower of 
Aboumandour, 

Colonel Ramsay had been left commandant at 
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Gizeli, with some troops, and occupied fort Ihre;- 
liim at Cairo, the island of Rodha, and the 
townofGizeh. Lieutenant-colonel Lloyd, with the 
eighty-sixth regiment, and a battalion of Bombay 
sepoys, had been detached to garrison Damietta; 
and a depot had been left at Ivenneh, to facili- 
tate the communication with the Red Sea. 

On the 1st of September, major-general Baird, 
and colonel Auchmuty, his adjutant-general, 
waited on Sir John Hutchinson with the returns, 

&c. of that army. 

A convoy arrived in Abonkir bay on the Sd see the re- 

/ ■ y ■•■■tunis.of the 

of August from Malta,, having on board the chas- AppendT^^’ 
seurs BritaBnie|ues, and the regiment of Watte- 
ville, being in all sixteen hundred men. They 
came under convoy of the El Carmen frigate, 
which had also brought one hundred and twenty 
artillerymen from Gibraltar. 

Ever since the battle of the 21st of Mai’ch, 
general Men ou had ohstinately refused to hold 
any communication with our army by land, under 
pretence, that we had attempted to produce de- 
sertion among his troops. In consequence all our 
intercourse was carried on by sea, by means of 
Bags of truce passing between one of our cruizers 
and the Pharos. ■ 
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On the 7th of August, major-general Coote, 
at Sir John Hutchinson’s desire, sent a flag of 
truce to the French advanced posts ; the object 
of which was, that Mr. Est6ve, the French pay- 
master-general, who had been included , in the 
capitulation of Cairo, might be permitted to go 
into Alexandria, to settle his accouiiLs, and liave 
them signed by the commander in ciiief, previous 
to Ills return to France. Though tiiis geiitieman 
was an intimate friend of Meiiou, and his business 
urgent as well as of great Importance, the general 
refused to receive him, adhering firmly to his re- 
solution of admittingno person whatever by land. 
In consequence of this refusal, the paymaster 
sailed shortly after from Aboukir, before a flag 
of truce could be sent round by sea to Alex- 
andria. 

Brigadier-general Doyle’s brigade arrived at 
the camp before Alexandria on the 9th, under the 
temporary command of colonel Spencer, the ge- 
rangement, iieral having been, left extremely indisposed at 
No.az. ’ 'Rosetta ; and the remainder of the Cairo division 
was to follow him immediately. On the same 
day, . a new, gryaugement for , the brigading of 
the army appeared in general orders. 
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Several large Turkish gunboats, with flags and 
pendants flyiug, came into the inundation on the 
10th, and the Capoutan Pacha went round to 
Rosetta, to collect as many more as he could » 

These gunboats are very large, they have two 
masts, a main mast and a short mizen, and are 
square rigged. They carry a heavy twenty-four- 
pounder at the bow, and a twelve-pounder on 
each quarter ; are extremely flat bottomed, draw 
but little water, and are very serviceable boats. 
At this time lake Aboukir had regained it’s former 
level, and the greatest d^:pth of the inundation 
was between nine and ten feet. 

An aide-de-camp of general Menou had re- 
mained on board the Foudroyant, lord Keith’s 
ship, where general Hutchinson still was, for 
some days, but for what purpose was not known 
on shore. 

On the 11th, brigadier-general Hope arrived 
with his brigade at the camp before Alexandria ; 
and the last division of the French sailed from 
Aboukir bay on the same morning, their embark- 
ation having been planned in the most prompt 
and effectual manner, and conducted with great 
activity. 

Ee ' : 
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The general orders of the 12th stated, that 
the division of troops, to be employed on the west 
of Alexandria, was to be under the immediate 
command of major-general Coote. It consisted of 
the brigade of guards, under major-general lord 
Cavan;, the first brigade of the line, under major- 
general Ludlow ; and the second brigade, under 
major-general Finch ; making about four thou- 
sand rank and file, with a certain proportion of 
artillery, engineers, &c. 

The flotilla of gunboats, consisting of twenty- 
four,^ sailed up the inundation on the morning of 
the 13th, and anchored in a line abreast of that 
of the^ French. " This' position*^ rendered the 
enemy’s boats useless, and gave ’us the entire com- 
mand of the inundation. 

.i The reserve under major-general Moore march- 
ed into the camp before Alexandria on the same 
day ; but no regular plan of encampment was to 
take place, till major-general Coote’s corps had 
sailed to the westward, 

The whole French line was under arms during 
the night of the 13th, as, from the sailing of the 
gunboats, arrival of troops, and pther movements, 
general Menou Was apprehensive of an attack.. 

'V ■ ’ , ^ ' K - 
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It was intended, that the troops should have 
sailed for the westward on the 15th, hut there, 
not being a sufficiency of supplies in the maga- 
zines, major-general Coote caused it to* be de- 
ferred till the evening of the 16th. ^ 

Lieutenant-general Sir John Hutchinson came 
on shore on the 15th, and immediately took the 
command of the army. He had been on board 
lord Keith’s ship, the Foudroyant, ever since 
the 2d. 'I .. 

SI E G E O F ALEXANDRIA, 

The western division, under the command of 
major-general Coote, began to embark on the 
inundation, in the boats of the fleet, on the 16th 
of August, about seven in the evening, and by 
nine o’clock the whole was in the boats. Three 
battalions of inajor-general Finch’s brigade had 
previously embarked on board some of the 
Turkish gunboats, and all the flotilla wvas under 
way with a fair wind at half after nine 

* It is one of the most prominent features of the campaign, and worthy of 
being remarked, that the inundation, on which major-general Coote embarked 
with Ins division, in near four hundred boats of different denominations, was 

passable 
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At daylight the next morning, we found, that 
more than one half of the boats, chiefly Greeks 
and germes, had drifted considerably to leeward, 
the wind having nnfortimately changed during 
the night. 

This was a very nnlncky circumstance, as we 
could not think of landing, till they were alt 
collected. At ten A. M. we pushed for the shore, 
nearly opposite to the place where the enemy’s 
gunboats were anchored ; when major-general 
' Coote, perceiving a body of three or four hundred 
men with two pieces of flying artillery, posted 
on the hills near the spot where it was intended 
we should land, directed major-general Finch % 
to make a diversion upon that point with his 
brigade. This movement perfectly succeeded. 


passable at the period of the action of the i2ist of IMarch^, for infantry, cavalry, 
and artillery. By cuttmg through the canal of Alexandria, we let in tlie waters 
of lake Aboukir, and thus restored lake Mareotis to it’s extensive pristine state. 

The commimicatioii, which the Mareotis formerly had with the sea to the west« 
ward of Alexandria, having been by some means sliut up, the waters of this 
kike evaporated by degrees, and left it’s bed in the situation, in which we found: 
it on our arrival in the country. ■ 

The marines, commanded by lieutenant-colonel Smith,, had been struck off* 
the duty state of major-general Finch’s brigade on the 5th of August, and had. 
repaired on board their respective ships. This battalion, during the period of 
it's stay with the army, had always supported that eharacler, which tiie marines 
have so deservedly earned* ■ 
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and while the enemy was thus effectually kept 
in check, the I'emainder of the troops accom- 
plished their landing about two miles farther 
west, without the slightest opposition. As soon 
as we were on shore, we took our position along 
a ridge of very steep quarries, our right to the 
inundation, and our left toward a sandy plain, 
which extended to the sea. 

The soil of this position is very singular ; almost 
from the brink of the inundation rises an exces- 
sively steep ridge of quarries of a hard, flinty 
stone, stretching along the peninsula from west 
to east. This ridge is about half a mile in 
breadth, and at it’s foot commences a level, sandy 
plain, reaching to the sea. The breadth of the 
peninsula is about two miles. 

The fort of Marabout, on a small island at a 
short distance from the shore, was nearly in a 
parallel direction with general Co ote’s position. 
Marabout had a handsome square wliite tower, 
which stood in the centre of the island, and served 
as a landmark for ships making the harbour. 

Our first operation was to dig wells ; and 


, * These quarries had evidently been worked at a remote period# Alexandria 
was' most probably ; 
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to our great satisfaction, by siiiking four or 
five feet deep, we found abundance of good 
water. • " ' ; ^ 

Tbe French set fire to two of their gunboats 
on the inundation, and left them to drift among 
ours, with the intention of burning them : how- 
ever, they blew up without doing any injury. In 
the evening, the enemy made a great show of 
cavalry in the plain, and po.sted vedettes close in 
our front. 

A short time previous to our landing to the 
westward, a party of about one hundred Mama- 
lukes, under Achmet Bey, reconnoitring near 
Marabout, fell in with a body of Arabs coming 
out of Alexandria, and a skirmish immediately 
ensued, in which Achmet Bey was unfortunately 
killed. 

While affairs were in this state to the west- 
ward of Alexandria, Sir John Flutchinson had 
ordered an attack to be made along the whole of 
the enemy’s front to the eastward of the town. 
This movement took place about four in the 
. morning, and was intended not only to gain 
ground, but as a diversion in favour of major- 

The attack of a green hill, a little advanced 
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on the right of the enemy’s position, was confided 
to major-general Cradock ; and the brigade under 
the immediate command of general Doyle ^ was 
destined to carry it into execution. The thirtieth 
regiment was to march up to a small redoubt on 
the right, and the fiftieth to another on the 
left ; the ninety-second remaining in a central 
position in the rear, to support either, if neces- 
sary. The tw'o battalions of the twentieth were 
also placed in such a manner, as to be in readi- 
ness to move up to any point required. 

On the left of the enemy there w^as a small 
hill of sand, called by us the Sugarloaf hill ; of 
this major-general Moore took possession with 
very little resistance ; and thence he was enabled 
to reconnoitre the enemy’s works. This position, 
however, it was not possible to retain, as it lay 
completely exposed to the enemy’s cross fires, and 
from it’s size afiPorded little or no shelter. 

The green hill was ascended by major-general 
Cradock, without the loss of a man, the French 


^ Brigadier-genei’al Doyle^ though not recovered from a severe illness^ hast- 
ened from Rosetta on the rumour of an intended movement to join his brigade^, 
and reached camp only a few hours previous to the attack* 
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liaving fled on oisr first appearance. But finding 
(fiat we did not keep the ground, wliicli we had 
gained on our right, they made an attempt to 
drive us irom the green hill. 

For this purpose five liiindred men of the 
seventy-fifth demibrigade, their colours flying, 
drums beating, and confident of success, moved 
with two guns rapidly across the plain, toward 
the post which the thirtieth regiment occupied. 
See general They advanced with their bayonets fixed, and 
Sfthof without firing a shot, till they got very close to 

September 

Append^; the thirtieth. That corps, though not more 
than two hundred men, did not wait their arrival ; 
but, ordered by colonel Spencer, and headed by 
lieutenant-colonel Lockhart, pushed forward, in 
See tnaiGi-ge- tlic luost gallant 311 d iiitrcpid manner, to meet the 

aieral Cra- ■ ■■ 

dock's report, enemy, who immediately gave way, and were 
No. 24. driven hack to their intrenchmepts in the greatest 

confusion. They had several killed and wounded 
in their retreat, and eight men were taken prison- 
ers, being literally dragged out of the ranks hy our 
victorious troops. 

When the enemy advanced to force the thir- 
tieth regiment, the fiftM on the left, was 
ordered to move under the brow of the bill 
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parallel to the canal, that it might be able to turn 
the right flank of the French, had they persisted 
in their attack. 

During these movements, the French kept up a 
very warm and severe cannonade from their 
works, which cost us about forty men in killed 
and wounded. The manner in which their guns 
crossed each other in every direction was truly 
wonderful, and gave us an ample idea of the 
strength of their extensive lines. 

Colonel Spencer, of the fortieth regiment, had 
volunteered his services, and was actively em- 
ployed with part of general Doyle’s brigade the 
whole of the day. 

At five in the evening of the 18 th, inajor- 
p^eneral Coote moved forward about two miles, 

O 

without any other opposition than a few shots 
exchanged between his advanced guard and the 
enemy. 

He then took up his position in the following 
manner ; the guards extending across the quar- 
ries in two lines, with their right to the inunda- 
tion ; and major s-general Ludlow and Finch’s 
brigades formed en potence, fronting the sea. 
Marabout was then left a little in our rear. 

To the eastward of Alexandria, the advanced 

troops began to cover themselves, and in the 

■Ff '■■ ■ ■' 
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niglit of uiie a of two guns ^ was 

throw 11 up on the right, a little in front of a 
rninecl moscpie. On the green hill, the right-hand 
work of the French was made to look toward 
the plain, and a trench was formed, to cover onr 
right flank from the enlihiding Are, to which it 
was exposed. About half after* two on the 
morning of the 18th, the outposts on the right 
and left were attacked; but the enemy, not being 
in any force, was soon compelled to retire. 

At daybreak on the 19th, major-general Coote 
opened a battery of two twelve-poiinders, and two 
eight-inch howitzers, against the fort of Mara- 
bout. Three French gunboats were anchored 
betw^een the island and the main land ; but such 
w^as the eflTect of our fire, that before seven 
oTlock twm of them were sunk, and the third 
was forced to retire to Alexandria in a very crip- 
pled state. A germe, which came from the town 
in the evening, and anchored under the island, 
was also sunk. " 

This day, between the fort and our position, 
were found two excellent cisterns of water, which 
had been covered over. 

No cannonading took place on the 20th, as 
general Coote waited till a ba ttery of two twenty- 
four-pounders could be erected , that he might 
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Bailer llie fort willi more effect. - Tlie first Jjatta- 
lion of the fiftj-foiirth regiment, under lieutenant- 
eolonel Darby, ]iad been left to cover the siege ; 
and the light company was posted in so advan- 
tageous a situation, at the extremity of the neck 
of laud near Marabout, that not a man could 
show his head above the parapets of the fort, 
without being fired u])oii at the distance of pistol 
shot. The gaiTison was thus most effectoally 
prevented from making any use of their guns 
against our battery, as every gunner was picked 
off as soon as he appeared. 

The Turks under the Capoiitaii Paclia had 
formed a junction with general Hutchinson, and 
encamped near the depot, on the 20tli ; about 
two linndred of them joined the troops stationed 
on the green liill ; and as many more took post 
with those advanced on the r ight. 

x\fter excessive labour, twotweiity-foiir-pounders 
were brought against Marabout, four battal ions 
having been employed in dragging them from the 
inundatioo, over steep quarries and precipices. 
At daybreak, on the 21st, the battery being 
finished, and the guns moiinted, a constant and 
well-directed fire was opened - against the fort ; 
and at half after eleven the signal tower fell to 

F F g 
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tlie gromid witli a tremenclons crash, burying a 
twenty-foiir-pounder, with all the provision, stores, 
&c., in it’s ruins. Several lives also were lost in 
thefalL 

The lire from our batteries however was con- 
tinued, as the enemy rehoisted their flag, and 
showed no symptoms of surrendering. During 
the whole day they were able to fire only a few 
random shots, and one of their guns was dis- 
mounted. From the proximity of our batteries, 
every shot told, and the garrison, without case- 
mates, and without shelter, kept themselves under 
the opposite craggy sides of the island. 

At half after five in the evening, the fort being 
in ruins, and the enemy still showing no disposi- 
tion to surrender, general Coote determined to 
storm it during the night. However, previous 
to carrying this into execution, I was sent with 
lieutenant-colonel Darby of the fifty-fourth regi- 
ment, to summon the commandant to surrender 
prisoner of war, warning him at the same time 
of the unavoidable consequences of a vain re- 
sistance. 

After a little difficulty, the articles of capitula- 
tion were agreed upon and signed. The garrison 
consisted of one hundred and ninety-five men, 
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and their loss, during the siege, was about twenty 
or thirty. The commanding oiEcer was a chef 
de hataillon of the eighty-eighth demibrigade, 
and appeared very much depressed. He had, 
however, no reason to be dissatisfied with his con- 
duct, or that of his garrison ; for thej?^ had resisted 
till it was impossible for resistance to have an- 
swered any purpose. At eleven at night, tvro 
companies of the fifty-fourth took possession of 
the place. 

The honourable captain Cochrane, of the royal 
navy, having entered the ivestern or old harbour 
of Alexandria on the evening of the Slst, with 
seven sloops of war, English and Turkish, not- 
withstanding the precaution which the French 
had taken of destroying all the buoys and other 
marks, major-general Coote determined imme- 
diately to move forward, to attack the enemy, 
and take as advanced a position near the towTi 
of Alexandria, as prudence and security would seemajor-ge- 
permit. Accordingly, at daylight on the morning 
of the £2d, all the troops were under arms, 
with the addition of one hundred and fifty of the 
Lowenstein riflemen, who had landed late at 
.night from the eastward. We advanced at half 
after six, and the ships of war in the harbour, and 
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tlie Rimlerous gunboats oii tlie iiiuiidalion, uiidef 
captain Stevenson of tbe royal navy, got under 
way at tlie same 

The troops marched to meet the enemy, who 
was very strongly posted on a ridge of liigh 
rocky hills, having his righ secured by the sea, 
and by two heavy guns e/* and Ins Jefi: 

by the inundation, and two batteries containing 
three more guns of the same calibre. Beside 
these, numerous pieces of flying artillery were 
placed in the intervals of his line. 

^ O the ground in 

three columns ; the guards forming two upon the 
right, under major-general lord Cavan, near the 
inuiidation • and major-general Ludlow’s brigade 
foriiiing the third, upon the left, close to the sea, 
having the first battalion of the twenty-seventh 
regiment in advance. Major-general Finch’s bri- 
gade composed a reserve, and was destined to 
give it’s support, wherever it might he rec|uired. 

In this manner, the field artillery always with 
the advance, the troops continued to move for- 
ward with the greatest coolness and regularity, 
iinder a heavy fire of musketry and cannon. 
As w'^e advanced the French retreated ; nor did 
we give them much time to breathe, till close 
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onder tlie works of the town. Here we halted, as 
near to the redoute des Bains as we possibly 
could, the enemy giving ns no farther disturbance 
during the remainder of the day. 

Our loss was trifling, when compared to the 
advantages w’^e had gained, and the difficulties we 
had to surmount in a country, which at every 
step afforded our opponents the means of niaking 
the most desperate resistance. The loss of the 
French, from the constant fire of the ships and 
gunboats on both their flanks, added to that of 
our line, may reasonably be presumed to have 
been much greater. Seven pieces of ordnance 
were left behind by them, in the hurry of their 
retreat, and fell into our hands. 

Never, perhaps, wvas there a more grand or 
superb spectacle, than that which the aflair of 
this morning afforded. The army moving in sepa- 
rate and regular columns over the narrow isthmus ; 
the fire of our great guns and musketry ; the 
ships of wur and the gunboats keeping up a 
constant cannonade upon our right and left, and 
advancing gradually with the troops; presented 
all together, assisted by the fineness of the morn- 
ing, a sight rarely to be seen, and in beauty seldom 
equalled. ■ ’ ■ 
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Information haying been received, that general 
Menou intended to attack major-general Coote in 
force, before the troops ^ ordered to join him 
could arrive, the commander in chief directed a 
diversion to be made in general Coote’s favour 
along the eastern front of the enemy’s line. Ac- 
cordingly, at four in the morning of the 23d, our 
picqiiets drove in their outposts, and the heads of 
columns were shown in the plain at daybreak ; 
while the Turks, on the right, advanced and took 
possession of the Sugarloaf Hill. We lost five 
or six men in performing these movements, the 
French having opened all their guns upon our 
troops, when retiring to their respective po- 
sitions. 

Early dn the morning, colonel Spencer landed 
to the westward, with brigadier-general .Blake’s 
brigade, of which he had the temporary com- 
mand. Two hundred and fifty Mamalukes, under 
the orders of captain Chollet of the Hompesch 
drageons, also joined major-general C note’s divi- 
sion, and encamped considerably in the rear. They 
came from Damanhourj and crossed the Desert 
along the banks of the inundation ; and in the 


* The sixth brigade under colonel Spencer. 
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course of tlie day, a body of seven hundred 
Turks, detached from the Capoutan Pacha’s 
force, arrived, and took up their ground in the 
rear of colonel Spencer’s brigade. 

About two in the afternoon Sir John Hutch- 
inson, major-general Cradock, and the chief 
engineer, came round by the inundation, to 
reconnoitre general Coote’s position. After 
having minutely examined the enemy’s works, 
and the nature of the ground, it seemed to be the 
general opinion, that this side was the most 
proper for carrying on the offensive operations 
of the siege. The commander in chief likewise 
appeared to be much pleased with the progress 
we had made, and thanked major-general Coote, 
in the warmest terms, for his active, unremitting, 
and successful efforts, which, in so short a space 
of time, had driven the enemy under the very 
walls of Alexandria. 

Ten or twelve ships of war, under the command 
of captain Stephenson of the Diane, now entered 
the harbour, and formed in a line ahead, protect- 
ing general Coote’s left flank. 

The French sunk several old vessels in a line 

opposite to their ships of war, most probably to 

G G 
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to prevent ns from effecting a landing on tlie 
presquile des Figuiers. They had also working 
parties in the plain between iis and the town, 
which we constantly annoyed, by night and day, 
with the fire of onr gnnboats on the inundation. 

It was a very unfortunate circumstance, that, 
notwithstanding all possible exertions, and re- 
peated trials, no water coidd be found in the 
neighbourhood of major-general Goote’s present 
encampment, which w^as on a rocky soil. The 
men were consequently obliged to go as far as 
our last ground, four miles distant, to procure 
this indispensable article. Th e Mamal ukes, how- 
ever, assisted us greatly on this Gccasion, by 
sending their camels loaded with skins filled with 
water. 

On the 24 th, a flag of truce came to Sir J ohn 
Flutchinson, with a very fulsome complimentary 
letter from general Menou, to thank him for 
his care of his wife ; whom the Turks, when she 
fell into our hands at the surrender of Cairo, 
would have beheaded for marrying a Frenchman, 
had not general Hutchinson interposed his au- 
thority ; and who had been sent round from 
Rosetta to her husband at Alexandria. This, 
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liowever, I believe was done more as an over- 
ture tlian any tiling else ; especially as, con- 
trary to liis avowed principle, it was sent by 
land. 

On the morning of the 25th, major-general 
Goote opened a battery of four twenty-fonr- 
p Guilders, and another of four mortars, against 
the redoute des Bains. During the course of 
the morning, the enemy threw several thirteen 
inch shells from two mortars in the redoubt, 
which, falling and bursting all around and over 
the camp, annoyed us very much. Fortunately 
their fusefcs were extremely old and bad, so that 
very often the shells did not burst. Only one 
man was wounded by them, and this occurred 
in a very singular manner. Eight men of the 
third regiment of guards were lying asleep in a 
round tent, when a large shell fell directly 
through the centre, and, taking off the foot of 
one of the soldiers, buried itself nearly ten feet 
under ground, without bursting, or doing any 
other damage. 

Anxious to get nearer the redoute des Bains,^ 
that his guns might act against it to greater 
advantage, major-general Coote directed lieu- 
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teiiarit-colonel Smith, with the first hattalk)n of^ 
the twentieth, assisted by a small detachment of 
the twenty-sixth regiment of light dragoons, under 
lieutenant Kelly, to attiick and drive in the French 
butposts. Upon thn righ of their position. The 
second battalion of the fifty-fourth regiment, 
under the command of lieiitenant-cblonel Layard, 
was at the same time disposed along a strong 
ridge of sand hilis, to support him in case of 
accident. 

/ Soon after dark, lieutenant-colonel Smith 
commenced the attack, by turning the left of the 
enemy’s picqiiets, and scouring the hills. This 
service was performed in the most cool and 
spirited manner, not a shot was fired by the 
twentieth, they were not even permitted to load, 
and the whole was carried with the bayonet. 
The loss of the French on this occasion 
amounted to upwards of one hundred killed, 
wounded, and taken. Of the latter, eight officers, 
five sergeants, and forty-seven privates, were 
hronght in. The loss on our side was very 
trifling, only three men being slightly wounded, 
beside lieutenant Kelly. By this affair we gained 
a considerable space of ground,' and were thus 
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enabled to erect batteries witbin less tban four 
hundred yards of the redoiite des Bains. 

The enemy, liowever, greatly exasperated at 
our success, made several attempts, in the course 
of the night, to regain the ground they had lost. 

With this view they brought on fresh troops, and 
kept up a very warm lire of cannon and small 
arms for upwards of an hour; when, finding our 
men too firm, and all their efforts to dislodge them 
inelFectual, they retired about twelve, leaving us 
in quiet possession of the advantage we had ob- 
tained. During the enemy’s attack, a constant 
fire was kept up from our twenty-four-pounders 
and mortar battery, seconded by the gunboats 
on the inundation 


^ Maj.or-'general Coote's encampment was on the ruins of the ancient Ne- 
cropolis^ or town of the dead* Hundreds of caverns^ with regular entrances 
and flights of steps down into them, prove beyond a doubt the site of the place 
formerly so called. The eaves are divided and partitioned into niunberless. 
niches^ placed over and near each other^. evidently intended for the reception 
of the dead,. It is easy to judge from their shapcj and by their great num- 
beib that they could never have been made for any other purpose. They have 
only a sufficient breadth to contain one dead body^ or two at most, laid 
one above the other, and their length exceeds very little that of a human, 
corpse. They are all open, and in the many I examined we could find, nothing 
remaining. 

Among these receptacles of the dead^ we found a subterranean, moiiiimeriti 
of a. very. dijSejenl striictiire^, and greatly surpassing any other, in 'size and 

be.aoljj' 
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On tlie morning of tlie 26tli, four batteries 
were opened on the eastern side of the town , 
against the entrenched camp of the French, which 
soon silenced their hre, and induced them to 
withdraw several of their guns. A twenty-four 
pounder in one of our batteries on the green 
hill burst, but fortunately without doing any 
injury. 

At half after four in the evening, an aide-de- 
camp of general Menou presented himself at our 
advanced posts to the westward, with a letter 
for general Coote. I was sent to bring him in 
blindfolded. On his arrival we found, that the 


beauty. The only entrance into it is through a narrow passage^, just large 
enough to admit a man with difficulty. It is of a circular form^ and has four 
portals at equal distances from each other. Only one of these is a real 
opening, and serves for the entrance, the other three are mere semblances of 
doors. Surrounded on every side by sepulchral monuinents of inferioiir size and 
worlvmanship, we m£\y presume that this well preserved subterranean edifice 
was built for the tomb of some king, or other great personage, 
i\ll along the borders of the sea, the coast of which is here very rocky and 
bold, you find numerous excavations in the rock, made in the shape of spacious 
baths and bathing rooms. These were called by us, I know not why, Cleopatra’s 
Baths, In reality, they are natural recesses, which by the assistance of art 
have been fashioned into coramodious apartments, and benches cot in the 
rock afford very comfortable seats all around them. They are filled to the 
depth of a few feet with the water of the sea, which comes in, and is con- 
tinually renewed, by a small aperture in the rock, through which it forces it’s 
way. We found these very agreeable places, and daily resorted to them to 
bathe, and enjoy the cooling sea breeze. 
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object , of general Menoxi^s letter was to obtain a 
suspension of arms for thrice twenty-four hours, 
during which time he was to prepare his terms 
of surrender. This general Coote immediately 
dispatched to Sir John Hutchinson for his in- 
structions, agreeing at the same time that hosti- 
lities should cease on both sides, until he received 
them. At one in the morning he was informed, 
that the commander in chief had received the 
same demand, which he had been pleased to 
grant. White dags were then hoisted in the 
most conspicuous parts of the several camps, and 
an entire cessation of hostilities took place. 

Had not this armistice been concluded, the 
first parallel on the west side of Alexandria would 
have been completed that night, and near thirty 
pieces of heavy ordnance brought to play upon 
the town, the incessant fire of which must have 
soon destroyed it’s old and dilapidated fortifi- 
cations. 

We did not augur well from general Menou’s 
delaying to send in his terms till the last moment 
allowed ; and our suppositions proved to be well 
founded, for at four in the afternoon on the 29th, 
one of his aides-de-camp arrived at head quar- 
ters, not with the expected capitulation, but to 
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ask a prolongation of tlie truce for tliirty-six 
liours; at tlie expiration of wliicli lie said, Menou. 
would be ready to receive commissioners to treat 
for tlie surrender. This demand was rejected; 
and orders were actually issued, to recommence 
hostilities at twelve that night. 

Menou, however, finding he could not gain 
this farther delay, sent in to beg to be allowed 
till two o’clock the next afternoon, which was 
granted, and a pass order sent round for hosti- 
lities not to recommence. 

August the 30th- 

At two o’clock in the afternoon, one of general 
Menoif s aides-de-camp arrived at head cpiarters 
with the proposed capitulation. Several articles 
of it, however, were found to be so ridiculous and 
absurd, that Sir John Hutchinson immediately 
returned for answer, the armistice would be an- 
nulled, and hostilities recommenced without delay, 
if Menou did not alter his way of thinking, and 
consider better of his demands. 

On account of this peremptory message, an- 
other aide-de-camp was sent off by Menou, and 
rode into our lines at full speed. In consequence 
of the reply he brought, affairs took a more 
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favourable tiirn^ and the eessation of hostilities 
contiiined. 

Among the inadmissible articles proposed, were 
the following: 

1st. All the shipping and vessels of war in 
the port of Alexandria, were to be allowed to 
return to France : 

3dly. The armistice was to continue till the 
17 th of September j and, if a sufficient French 
force should arrive at Alexandria before that day, 
the garrison was to be at liberty to recommence 
hostilities; 

ddly. All public property, and a great propor- 
tion of their artillery and ammunition, were to 
be retained by the French^. 

August the 31st. 


The amended articles of capitulation, proposed of 
by Menoii, were returned to him this morning, aJpSS 
with Sir John Flutehinson’s definitive answers; 


^ In consequenceof the sixteenth article of the capitulatioo;, Colonel Tiinier^ of 
the third regiment of guards^ was deputed by Sir John Hutchinsoiij, to take pos- 
session of siicli monuments of aatiqiiit}'^, as had been collected by the Freiicii in 
Egypt. ■ This,^ alter a great deal of difficulty^ -he. was enabled tO' effect^ .and lias 
broiigbt them to England^ where they have since been deposited in the 
British Moseiiiii. 

Hii 
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brigatlici-geiKyral Hope being sent to Alexandria 
to conclude the affaii', wliieli be effected with 
little difficulty. 

At twelve o’clock on tlie 2d of September, 
agreeably to tlie capitnlation, we took possession 
of the French lines. Major-general Cradock 
occupied the entrenched camp of the French on 
the east of the town, with the grenadiers of that 
division of the army. To the westward Major- 
general Ludlow, with two Iiundred men of the 
brigade of guards, and the grenadiers of his 
division, took possession of forts le Tiirc and dii 
Vivier, and the fortified heights of Pompey’s 
pillar. The French had previously evacuated all 
these posts, and we marched in witli our bands 
playing and drums beating. The British and 
Turkish flags were immediately hoisted together, 
and thcr whole was conducted with the greatest 
precision and regnlarity. 

The day was extremely fine, and the whole of 
the scene, heightened by the reflections, which 
must have arisen in every breast on the termi- 
nation of a glorious campaign, wa§ certainly one 
of the most pleasing and gratifying, that a. soldier 
can feel. 
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This day crowned our efforts, and gave us the , 
entire possession of Egypt*. The effusion of hu- 
man blood now ceased; feh - e-torront ouh ^i feLad , ; -fmd : 

fo e t r- All enemy, who during the 
war had considered himself as invincible, was 
taught by this campaign, that British troops, 
meeting him on fair ground, ivill ever maintain 
a fair superiority. From it we hope will result 
some advantage to our country ; and we trust 
that it will not easily be forgotten, either by our 
enemies, or by our friends. 


TOWN, ANTIQUITIES, AN D FO RTI FICATIO NS OF 

ALEXANDRIA. 

Alexandria, once the capital of the commer- 
cial world, is now converted into a desolate heap 
of ruins. It’s population was generally computed 

It is' a remarkable circaimstance, The. smTencler of ^AIexandria^y the 

Frencli frigate la Justice fell into our hands^'.' and. was by us ceded to'tiie Turksc. 
The' capture ^ of this ship completed the ■ total ■amiiiiilation yof - the fleet of 
admiral . Brueys, 'Of the four sail, wliich 'escaped under ■ admiral Gaatlieaume., 
on the morning" of the 2d of 'August^ the 'Geiiereux^. Giiillaiime Telb and la 
Diane' frigate^ had 'already been captured 'at- dilfFerent 'periods by our ships;' la 
Justice alone had till this day survived the defeat in- Aboukir baj« 

^ H H 2 . 
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at seYeii or eight thousand souls; hut this was 
previous to the late siege, <1 tiring which it was 
very materially diminished by famine and epi- 
demic diseases A 

That part, which bears the name of the New 
Town, is little better than a common Turldsh 
village, the only decent houses being those of the 
European consuls, d^^ll ImtWeen this and the old 
Saracen walls is nothing more than heaps of 
Tilbbish of every lend. The remains of beautiful 
marble and granite pillars, mixed and confounded 
with the miserable riiins of Arab dwellings, pre- 
sent themselves at every step, and force upon the 
mind a melancholy comparison of the ancient 
splendour of the emporium of the world with it’s 
present degradation. The noble cisterns are in 
great part choked up with sand and rubbish, ex- 
cept those which were made use of by the French 
"garrison. Eound 'the Saracen 'towers ‘is a wall, 
ill huilt and low, %nown hy the name of the 
Enceinte des AraheB. 

Snnth of theTown, and n line with the 

ipharos, stands that grand piece of antiquity called 
Enmpey’s pillar. Nothing can exceed the beauty 
‘Uf this fine monument of ancient architecture : 
it is in the highest State n except 
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on the north west quarter, which I imagine has 
sulFered from the constant and violent winds 
blowing from that point the greater part of the 
year. 

The remains of a Greek inscription are plainly 
visible on the western face of the pedestal. 

The Ereneh have repaired the foimdatioii 
supporting the pedestal, which had formerly been 
destroyed in part by the brutal rapacity of an 
Arab ; who, imagining some treasure lay concealed 
under it, attempted, but happily in vain, to blow 
up this beautiful column. A cap of liberty 
was erected upon a pole on the top, having been 
placed there by the Ereneh a short time after 
their arrival in the country^. The day after the 
surrender, a centry was posted as a guard over this 
pillar, some officers having unthinkingly broken 
off small pieces from the pedestal. 

Close to the sea side, south by east of the 
Pharos, is Cleopatra’s needle. Near it lies it’s 
fellow obelisk, which had always been supposed 
to be broken, par t of itbeiog buried in the sand ; 
but the Ereneh cleared away the ground all 
.around it, and found ut to he perfectly wbole. 

It is exactly .the .same as the one now standing? 

^ ,.l)ariiig; .the. Earl ,.of ..Cavan’fe cajtiimaudj„,aiiyQf5cer.;0C,,the,,,;a tQ.ok- down , 

the cap^by tiieaTQSHo£a..paper-kite. 
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botli as to size, and the hieroglyphics with 
which it is covered. Those on the north and on 
the west fac^ the obelisk standing are in a 
very good state of preservation ; those on the 
otlier sides are nearly ohliterated. 

These two obelisks, are supposed to have stood 
at the entrance of some temple. Each is of one 
entire piece of granite, sixty-live feet high. 
Round the summit of that which is erect, we per- 
ceived the remains of a rope, most probably put 
there for the purpose of pulling it to the ground, 
preparatory to the transporting of both of them 
to Erance. 

The garrison of Alexandria had been greatly 
reduced and weakened by the excessive fatigue 
to which the extent of their lines, and their small 
numbers subjected them, as well as by the bad 
€[uality and scantiness of their food. Bad water, 
and no wine or spirits, with bread chiefly made 
of rice, excessively salt * for want of water to 
wrasli it thoroughiy, was their chief sustenance. 

Seventeen very lean horses were killed daily, 
and served out to the troops ; the camels, being 
reckoned more wholesome and delicate food, 
were reserved for the hospitals. They had 

^ The rice in Egy 1 1 is extremely salty if it be not well washed with water^ 
as a certain quantity of salt is always mixed with it to preserve it. 
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upwards of two thousand siek at the time of the 
surrender, and not a single medicine in the place. 
Under such circumstances, we may well judge of 
their discontent during the hlockade, and of 
their joy at the favourable termination of their 
miserable state. 

The garrison had been also excessively harassed, 
during the whole of the blockade, with working, 
parties ; and it w'^as really astonishing, to behold 
the numerous works that had been made. A 
wall flanked with bastions had been built round 
the new town, and the lines to the eastward, 
were much stronger, than we could ever have 
imagined. Nothing could exceed the care and 
attention, which had evidently been employed 
in strengthening them ; and our whole army 
agreed, that no field wmrks siiperiour to these 
were ever seen. The old walls, and ruined 
towers, had been repaired, and turned to the 
best advantage ; in fine, nothiDg was omitted by 
Menou, which could in any manner add to the 
strength of the place. 

Forts GafFarelli and Cretin, wdiicli, at a distance, 
always appeared to us so formidable, vrere, on a 
nearer inspection, far from being so. They were 
both built exactly alike, and consisted of a. large 
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and elevated eavalier, encompassed at it’s foot 
by a deep entrenchment. In these cavaliers 
vrere nine pieces of heavy ordnance, with four 
or five smaller guns in the entrenchments . Be- 
ing built upon tvro heights^ they completely com- 
manded the town and other works ; but were 
theinselves easy of approach : while having no 
casemates, and but small cisterns, tliey could 
not make a long defence. Beside these disad- 
vantages, the weight of the guns, &c., being too 
much for the cavaliers, which were built on emi- 
nences composed entirely of rubbish and of loose 
sand, they needed frec|uent repairs, the works 
constantly crumbling down, and filling tlie lower 
entrenchment. They were botli within the J&i- 
eeinte des Arabes, and about eight hundred yards 
distant from each other. 

The next principal fortification was the Pharos, 
a poor substi tute for the noble structure, which 
formerly bore that name. The approach to it 
was over a narrow causeway, shut in on both 
sides from tlie sea hy a thin wall. It consisted of 
a low sqnare tower, enclosed by a double ram- 
part, and ditch ; the whole of Turkish construc- 
tion, but kept in very good repair by the French. 
It’s best defence was it’s very formidable and 



‘i/MfsJtf’.fJtm' z luOi Ihrues Sfran 






EXPEDITION TO EGYPT. 


241 


beautiful artillery, broiiglit over from France, all 
brass, and cast in the reigns of Lewis the XIVth 
andXVth. It W'as also ’irell supplied with very 
fine mortars. Several furnaces for lieatins: shot 
were also disposed along the faces looking to- 
ward the sea. Some of the stone shot, formerly 
used by the Turks, still remained in the fort. 

On the top of the tower stands the present 
lighthouse. Ail the prisoners taken from us 
since our landing in the country were confined 
in this fort, and could not boast of having been 
well treated. How^ cruel must their situation 
have been, when, on the 21st of March, they 
could see every movement, and hear every shot, 
without being able to learn the result ! 

The site of the ancient Pharos, one of the seven 
wonders of the world, was certainly to the east- 
ward of the present, on or near a dangerous rock 
in the new harbour, called the Diamond. I have 
been assured, that at low water, and on a very 
calm day, the remains of it’s granite foiindations 
are still to be seen 


# Oil a rock encompassed -by tlie sea^ at the east 'Ciid of "the island^, was 
the famous Pharos^ or liglitlionse^ which seems to be the spot on which one of 
the two castles is biiilb sit the entrance of the new port ; and the pillars seen in 

■ 1 1 ' a calm 



J O D R N A L O F T H E 

The redoute de Cl^opatre, and that of Poinpey, 
were two very good works ; but all the other for- 
tifications were totally insignificant, being either 
field works, or old towers crumbling to pieces 
under the weight of their guns, and calculated 
only to stop Arabs, or undisciplined troops. 
Against a regular and spirited attack, Alexandria 
could not have held out more than ten or twelve 
days. 

EXCURSION TO ROSEriA, CAIRO, AND THE PYRAMIDS. 

Major-general Coote having agreed with major- 
general Ludlow to go up the Nile, to see Cairo 
and the pyramids, I was so fortunate, as to be 
permitted to accompany them. His highness 
the Capoutan Pacha gave us his own barge, 
manned with bis boatmen, to convey us as 
far as Edko, whither we sent our horses to 
meet us. 


a ealm ma within their entrance^ may be the remains of that superb structure, 
I saw these pillars when I went. out in a boat, on a calm day^ and could per- 
ceive the bottom/'^ ■ ' ■ ■ , 


Pococke’s Description of Alexandria, 
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Early on the morning of the 5th of Septemher, 
we left general Goote’s encampment to the west- 
ward of Alexandria, and went through the inun- 
dation to Sir John Hutchinson’s head quarters. 
At eleven o’clock we waited on the Capoutaii 
Pacha, who was extremely kind and civil, and 
wdio gave us very strong letters of recommenda- 
tion to the grand vizier. 

About one o’clock in the afternoon we got into 
his barge at the artillery depot, and immediately 
sailed down lake Aboukir wdth a pleasant breeze. 
Having cleared it, and passed the block-house, 
we steered for the caravanserai', ormaison quarr^e, 
an old square building at the entrance into lake 
Edko. When we came opposite the passage into 
it, we perceived that the bar, at all times dan- 
gerous, w^as now become extremely so, owing 
to the strong wands, which had constantly blowai 
on the shore for some days. We then, as well 
as we could, expressed our fears, and our wishes 
to be landed a little farther up ; but our able 
and experienced conductors, without being in the 
least dismayed by the tremendous roar occa- 
sioned by the shoals, at once dashed the boat 
through the foaming surge, and steering it stea- 
dily, extricated us in a few minutes from this 

I I 3 
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hazardous pass. It was the danger hut of a mo- 
ment, though with less experienced seamen it 
might have been attended with the most serious 
consequences. 

We stopped a short time at the caravanserai, 
while our boat was hauled into lake Edko under 
an excellent pontoon bridge which reached 
across the entrance. 

The caravanserai served as an intermediate 
post bet^veen Aboukir and Rosetta, for which 
purpose the French had placed two guns in it; 
but it was a wretched place of defence, and 
could never have been meant for any thing more 
than a safe retreat against the incursions and 
attempts of the Arabs. 

Lake Edko, separated from lake Aboukir only 
by a narrow space of ground, is of very recent 
date, as it was formed during the overflowing of 
the Nile in 1800. The dam of the canal of 
Derout having been broken down, the waters of 
the river found a ready passage, flowed copiously 
into the low grounds, and opened themselves a 


* This bridge of pontoons was the same as had been used to form a commu- 
Hieation across the Nile, between the armies of Sir John Hutchinson and the 
grand vizier. 



EXPEDITION TO EGYPT. 


245 


communication with the sea through the downs, 
near the caravanserai’. When the Nile retired to 
it’s bed, the sea entered through the opening 
which had been thus made, and gave permanence 
to this new lake. It is very shallow, and I never 
witnessed such an abundance of fish as it contains. 
Frightened by our approach, tliey were leaping all 
around us in shoals, and one or two dropped into 
our barge. We tasted the water, which at that 
time was scarcely brackish, on account of the 
overflowing of the Nile, the water of which 
flows in through the passage, it had formed last 
year, and forced that qf the sea to retire be- 
fore it. 

After a cool and pleasant sail we arrived about 
sunset at the village of Edko, wdiich stands on 
the slope of a hill, on the border of the lake. 
Being entirely surrounded by a thick forest of 
date trees, it forms at a. distance an agreeable 
prospect. 

As it was leather late, we determined to stop 
here for the night, and took up our abode in the 
cheik’s house, which, though very dirty and mise- 
rable, was the best the place could afibrd. This 
village is snperioiir to the generality of those w’^e 



45 


JOURNAL OF THE 


meet with in this country, all the Iiouses being 
built of stone. 

At half after six the next morning we set off 
from Edko on horseback, well pleased with the 
civil attention of onr host; and at nine arrived 
at Rosetta ; the road for the greater part of the 
way being over a barren saiidy soil. About a 
mile from the town we found tlie Indian army 
under major-general Baird, encamped on a level 
sandy plain, at the foot of the height of Aboii- 
mandoiir. 

Rosetta, called by the Turks El Raschid, has 
nothing to boast but it’s situation, which in fact 
is extremely pleasant. The houses are dat at 
the top, high and ill built, and the streets 
narrow and irregular. The only parts of the 
houses inhabitable for an European are the 
upper stories, to which you ascend by a steep 
and awkward staircase. The windows are with- 
out glass, instead of which they have lattices of 
wood carved in various forms, and very much 
resembling the bars that usually decorate the win- 
dows of a prison. This method is general through- 
out the Turkish dominions, probably for the pur- 
pose of giving at aU times a free passage to the air. 

, , , ■# . 
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As to the delightful gardens of Rosetta, so 
Hiuch vaunted hy some travellers, I could per- 
ceive none ; unless a few plantain and orange 
walks deserve that appellation. The quays along 
the hanks of the Nile, however, were crowded 
with vessels of different curious constructions, 
-and the town seemed to enjoy a very brisk trade. 
The inhabitants likewise displayed a degree of 
cheerful activity, which %vas very different from 
any thing I had yet witnessed. ' 

, ' twelve, o’clock we got intd our boat, a larse 
germe fitted 'up ^ the phrpose, and provided 
■vvith every thing necessary for the voyage by 
the Capoutan Pacha’s orders. We w^ere also ac- 
companied by a Chouisch, or confidential Turk, at 
the very sight of whom every Arab trembles. 
The power of these men is absolute, and, con- 
scious of their authority, they exercise it over an 
abject and timid race in the most despotic man- 
ner, indulging themselves without restraint in any 
unwarrantable measures they think fit. 

A pleasant and brisk gale filled our large trian- 
gular sails, and enabled us effectually to stem the 
force of the current, which at this period is very 
great. Nothing at the moment could surpass tlie 



beauty of tlie scene; and to our eyes^ So long 
unaccustomed to any kind of verdure^ tiie environs 
of Rosetta, and the shaded banks of the Nile, 
could net but exhihit a prospect highly de- 
lightful. 

This Teviving verdure, both sides of the river 
thickly covered with date and other trees, and 
numberless villages not half a mile asunder scat- 
tered along the banks, rendered the wliole of 
the picture cpiite enchanting, nor coiild we keep 
our eyes from the beauty of the scene for the 
remainder of the day. Just as it hecame darlo we 
were opposite to Foiiah, in the Delta; and during 
the night wc made very little way, as* the wind 
failed us. Feuah, though of very considerable 
size, appears to be equally miserable with the 
neighbouring towns. 

At daybreak on the 7th, we found ourselves at 
anchor a little above Rahmanieh, and went ashore 
OK the fertile Delta, where we took a short walk, 
admiring the several simple but ingenious me- 
thods, by which the inhabitants raise the water, 
and overflow the lands. 

The numerous villages on both hanks, generally 
htiilt opposite each other, have at a distance a 
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very pretty appearance; and tiie niioarets. of the 
moscpies, with which they all ahoniid, consider- 
ably improve the prospect, from their light and 
airy structure. But as you approach nearer, the 
beauty gradually disappears; and when you arrive 
opposite to them, they oiFer nothing to the view 
but an assemblage of miserable half mined 
houses. 

The Nile, which was now nearly at if s lieighi, 
was extremely rapid, and with light winds it 
was almost impossible to stem the current. Our 
crew, a surprisingly active set of Arabs, were the 
greater part of this day up to their chins in the 
water, dragging the boat along, and assisting our 
progress. Their agility and expertness in swim- 
ming is really astonishing, and from the delight 
they take in the water, they might almost be 
considered as amphibious. 

Towards evening the breeze freshened, and 
made the scene very pleasing. Our great annoy- 
ance during the day had been the dirt and hltli, 
wdth which we were surrounded; and during the 
night, we were pestered with swarms of moschet- 
toes and flies, which incessantly tormented ns. 

On the morning of the 8th, we passed the 



entrance of tlie canal of Menonf*. The succession 
of Tillages began now to be less frequent; and 
what we observed were greatly inferiour even to 
those we had hitherto seen, being almost wholly 
destitute of mosques. During the course of this 
day we perceived a vast number of cattle of all 
kinds, feeding in very rich pastures close to the 
banks of the river. At five in the afternoon we 
d iscerned the three pyramids of Gizeh , although 
we were still upwards of forty . hiiles distant from 
them. ■ -.'r ‘ ' "" 

About three o’clock in the hiorniug of the 
9th, we anchored at Gizeh, opposite to Cairo. 
At six we waited on the British commandant, 
colonel ‘Ramsay ; at whose house, formerly that 
of Mourad Bey, it was determined we should re- 
inain during our stay. 

At Gizeh the French had their principal foun- 
dery. When we took possession of the place, 
we found it filled with Turkish ordnance of all 


* The town of Meilouf, situate on the noble canal of that name, which unites 
the Bamietta and Rosetta branches of the Nile, is wretchedly built, and about 
the size of Fouah. On a high ground commanding it, the French had built a 
blockhouse. ' 
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sizes and descriptions^; these were intended to 
be melted down, and to be converted into shot 
and shells, of which they were in the greatest 
want. The fortifications of Gizeh were very 
inconsiderable; consisting only in a low wall, 
which surrounded the town, and had been built 
by Mourad Bey; with some redoubts added by 
the French, and disposed at intervals, about sixty 
yards in front of the wall. Gizeh is large, po- 
puloiis, and rather pretty; there is a large bazar, 
which was always well and reasonably supplied. 
Many of the inhabitants are Christians. 

Having provided ourselves with horses, we left 
Gizeh at ten o’clock, and repaired to colonel (now 
Sir Charles) Holloway’s, of the engineers, at Cairo. 
This officer had been a considerable time with the 
gTand vizier’s army, having accompanied general 
Koehler to Constantinople in 1798. He was a 
particular favourite of his highness, who reposed 
very great confidence in him. 

General Coote having sent his letters of intro- 
duction to the vizier, with the intimation of our 
arrival, received a very polite message in answer, 


* These 'gims^ &c. have .been since delivered to the Tarkisli goveniiiieiit. 
wiiicli '.was to pay for them , at a fair valuation* 
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purporting, that his highness would receive us at 
three o’cloclc that day. 

Accordingly at the hour appointed we waited 
on his highness, when, after the usual ceremonies 
of coflFee, pipes, and sherbet, the more distin- 
guished ones of rose water to wash the hands, 
and fi'ankincense, were introduced. The vizier 
treated us during the whole of our visit with the 
most marked attention and kindness. He insisted 
upon our accompanying him the next day to a 
grand review of his troops, and afterward dining 
with him. In short, nothing could surpass his 
civility. During our stay he repeatedly express- 
ed his warm approbation of the conduct of our 
troops, and how much he himself and his go- 
vernment were indebted to them for their ex- 
ertions. 

After taking our leave we visited the greater 
part of Cairo, which is a long, extensive, straggiiiig, 
and miserable town, the houses all extremely 
high, but ill built. The streets are very irre- 
gular, and so narrow^ that it is difficult for two 
horsemen to ride through them abreast. The 
reason for not building the streets wider is, to 
exclude as niiich as possible the sun; which, in 
consecpieuGe, unless in it’s meridian, never visits 
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them. But if this he an advantage, they are 
subject also to many great inconveniences, espe- 
cially when the plague rages. 

The population of Cairo is computed at up- 
wards of three liiindred thousand souls. But it’s 
streets, owing to their narrowness, are so crowded, 
that it appears much more populous than it is 
in reality. 

The shops, which line the streets, are very 
wretched ; and in them you see the indolent 
tradesman, sitting scpiat upon the counter, and 
smoking his pipe. The mosc[ues are fine and 
very numerous . The square of Eshelvier is the 
largest and finest in the city, and in it all the 
beys and rich people formerly resided*. During 
the inundation of the Nile, this square is covered 
ivith water, on which the great have their barges 
and pleasure boats. 

The insides of the houses of the beys and 
other great people are very magnificent. The 


The French had greatly adorned this square by planting it with trees: they 
had also planted trees on each side of the road from Bonlac to Cairo^ as wei! 
as of that from fort Ibrahim to the city: but when I wasat Cairo^ which was 
less than two months after the French had quitted the place, more than 
three fourths of them, w' ere, rootedaip and- destroyed; .so averse were, the'peopk: 
in general to any improvement that eame. from the. hand of a cliristiail 
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walls are decorated with paintings, coarsely ex- 
ecuted it is true, and with passages extracted 
from the Koran. The floors of the principal 
apartments are of marble. In the centre of these 
is generally a fountain of water, which shoots up 
through numerous spouts, and falls back into the 
basin. This renders the rooms very pleasant, 
and diffuses through them a great degree of re- 
freshing coolness ; round these fountains the 
beys, reclining upon cushions, smoke their pipes. 
Elevated above the floor are galleries, eoclosed 
with very close lattice work, and communicating 
with the Harem. Behind these their women, 
entirely hidden from their vieB', are enabled to 
see and hear without any danger of being seen. 

At present the greater part of these dwellings 
■ are falling into decay, from having been so long 
uninhabited and neglected, in consequence of 
the flight of their owners. In the square of 
Esbekier I visited the house in which Bonaparte 
resided, and saw the fatal spot where Kleber was 
assassinated. 

From Cairo we proceeded to Boulac, about 
a mile to the north, which at present is but 
a heap of ruins, it having been completely de- 
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stroyed by the French and Turks after the battle 
of Heliopolis. Boiilac is the harbour of Cairo, 
where all germes and other boats, except those 
that come from, or are going to. Upper Egyi^t, 
take ill and discharge their cargoes. About 
five o’clock in the afternoon we returned to 
Gizeh. The road from Cairo to Gizeh led over 
a pontoon bridge, in very bad repair, which 
reached from the fort of Ibrahim Bey to the 
island of Rodha; and having traversed nearly the 
whole length of this island, it crossed the Nile, 
by another very bad pontoon bridge, to the town 
of Gizeh. 

The island of Rodha (i. e. gardens) over which 
we passed, is a very fertile spot. It is covered w ith 
beautiful trees, and rich fields of rice, Indian 
corn, &c. It is very low, however, and is reckoned 
unhealthy at this time of the year, wdien it is 
nearly covered with water. The Mokkias, or 
Nilometer, stands at the south extremity of 
the island. We went into it, and perceived 
by the column, that the Nile had then ar- 
rived at the height of seventeen cubits, and 
was still increasing. The inhabitants accord- 
ingly expected a very fertile year. The Mokkias 
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had been lately repaired by general^ Meiion s 
orders^'. 

September the 10th. 

At six in the inorning we were on horseback^ 
ready to join the grand vizier, bnt one of the pon- 
toons having mifortunately sunk, it became im- 


* Over the entrance of the Molvkias was placed the following inscription in 
French^ with an Arabic translation, and another in Persian ivnderneath it. 


Uan 9 de la repnbliqiie Frangoise, et 1215 de THegire, 30 niois apres 
TEgypte conqiiise par Bonaparte, Menoii, g^n^ral in chef, a repare le Mokkias. 
Le Nil repoiidoit dans ses basses eaiix a 3 coudees 10 doigts de la colonne, 
le 10 ^^ jour apr^s le solstice de Fan 8. 

II a commence a croitre au Kaire le jour apres le ineme solstice ; 
il etoit eleve de deux coudees trois doigts an dessiis du fut de la colonne, 
le 107^^ jour apres le solstice; il a commence ^ decroitre le 115 jour apii^s le 
■solstice. ■ 


In the year 9 of the French republicj and of the Hegira 1215, thirty 
months after the conquest of Egypt by Bonaparte, Menou, commander in chief, 
repaired the Mokkias. The Nile, when at the lowest, was at the height of three 
cubits ten digits of the measure of the pillar, the loth dajr after the solstice, in 
the year S. ■ 

On the 16th day after the same solstice it began to rise at Cairo; on the 
lojtli day after the solstice it was two cubits three digits above the shaft of the 
-pillar : and" on the i"i5th day after- tl>e solstice- it began to decrease.’’ 
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practicable to cross tlie bridge We were there- 
fore obliged to get into our boat, taking oor 
horses v/itli us, and landed at a short distance to 
the northward of fort Ibrahim. 

There, on a large open spot, we found his higli" 
ness, and an assemblage of nearly one liiiiidred 
thousand people, eavalry, infantry, attendants, 
&c., mingled together without any regard to rank 
or superiority. 

The vizier then displayed before us his dexte- 
rity on horseback, and his expertness in throwing 
the gyritt. This he performed astonishingly well, 
and, though sixty-five years of age, with sufficient 
force, to make such courtiers smart for it, as pur- 
pose]}^ put themselves in his way. 

The whole plain was covered with horsemen, 
attacking one another in the same manner ; after 
this ^Ye saw the Mamalukes, under Ibrahim Bev. 
go through their evolutions on lioi'sebact. 

During the whole of this surprising review, two 


On the 7tli of October 1801^ the Nile being at it's greatest rise^ and con- 
sequent]}^ the current being extremely rapid,, the bridge of boats from Gizeh 
to the island of Rodlia gave way, and was carried clown to a great distance be»* 
low Boiilac ; on a part of it was a sepoy sentry walking at his post very iiiicom-* 
cenieclly. The boats were secured^ but the bridge was not replaced, as the 
Turkish goYemmeiil was not willing to bear any part of the expense. 

L b 
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or three sliriil pipes, and as many cracked drums, 
made as mucli noise as possible ; and at every 
lance or gyritt thrown by the vizier, whether well 
or not, loud shouts of applause burst from his 
followers. 

Such an assemblage of men and horses, such 
confusion of sounds and languages, and such a 
variety of colours and dresses, I never imagined 
could have been brought together. It reminded 
me of an ancient tilt or tournament, onl}^ appear- 
ing much more confused. 

During the whole performance the clust flew 
about ill clouds, and was altogether insupport- 
able. About ten o’clock it concluded, and we 
accompanied the vizier to a superb tent, pitched 
a short way from the scene of action, in a very 
delightful situation just hy the river. Here we sat 
down upon heautifuliy embroidered cushions ; 
and cofiee, pipes, and sweetmeats,, were handed 
round. 

After taking leave of the vizier, we visited the 
castle, or citadel, which, had it sufi'ered a severe 
hombardment of six weeks, cook! not have been 
in a more ruinous state. Nothing was to be seen 
blit the remains of a pretty considerable town, 
which it once contained w-ithin it’s walls, and 
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immense heaps of dirt and rubbish. In fact, in 
it’s present state, it much better deserves the ap- 
pellation of a ruin, than that of a citadel. 

It stands on a chain of moimtains, called 
Mokattain, (i. e. hewn or cut through), and 
commands the city, but is itself completely com- 
manded, at a short distance, by the summit of the 
Mokattam. This mountain however is so rockv, 
and it’s sides so steep, that it is doubtful whether 
heavy guns could ever be brought up to hatter 
tlie castle. Besides, there is no water to be had 
near it. From the castle you have an extensive 
view of Cairo, Gizeh, and the pyramids. 

The remains of the ancient palace of the cele- 
brated sultan Saladin are still to be seen here. 
They consist of thirty or forty very fine lofty 
columns of granite. But the greatest curiosity^, 
and indeed one well worth seeing, is Joseph’s 
well,' so called from Joseph the caliph of sultan 
Mohammed, who ordered it to be sunk. It is cut 
in a soft chalky rock, and is near three hiindred 
feet deep, and about forty in circumference. A 
w ide gallery, winding round it, takes you to the 
bottom of the first section or w^ell ; for there are 
two, the water being drawn up from the louver- 
most to a reservoir one hundred and forty-six 


See the first 
section of this 
wellj plate 44, 
page 248*. 
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feet niider ground, and thence to the top, which 
is of considerable advantage in diminishing the 
w eight of the machinery. There are windows or 
openings at every torn, which show you the in- 
side of the well. The manner of raising the 
water is as curious as it is simple, being effected 
by earthen pots, placed at the distance of about 
eighteen inches from each other, between twn 
ropes. These are drawn up to the top by means 
of a wheel, wnrked by two buffaloes, and empty^ 
themselves into a trough. This immense string 
of buckets, one side coming up full, while the 
other goes down empty, has a very curious ap- 
pearance. 

When we came down from the castle, a guide 
conducted us through almost the whole of this 
straggling town, to a mosque dedicated to Fa- 
tima, daughter to the prophet Mahomet. In 
it her tomb is shown with the greatest vene- 
ration. 

At four o’clock we repaired to the grand vizier’s 
palace, wdien we again went through the cere- 
mony of pipes, coffee, sAveetmeats, and sherbet ; 
and about five sat doAvn on cushions to a very 
sumptuous dinner, which, out of attention to us, 
was, contrary to ciistom, served upon a table 

' I . 
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made expressly for tbe purpose, and covered in- 
stead of a cloth with the richest stuffs. Plates 
also were given us ; but as they were unable to 
supply us with either knives or forks, we were 
obliged to make use of our fingers to tear the 
meat, pastry, &c. 

During the wdiole time of dinner we were 
entertained with music, certainly not of the most 
melodious kind. One of the musical instruments 
was that called Sentence. It is a sort of bad 
violin, consisting of a calibash shell, with a piece 
of skin drawn ti8i:ht over it, to wdiich are fixed 
three catgut strings, and is played on wdth a 
bow. This instrument is always accompanied 
wdth a noisy drum, in order to mark the mea- 
sure. 

After eighty dishes, both sweet and sour, had 
been placed on the table ; of most of which, 
though not very palatable, I tasted ; we got up, 
and had once more recourse to pipes and coffee. 
During the whole repast, our only drink was 
sherbet or water. 

We then attended his highness to a delightful 
retreat, on the borders of the canal. The water 
came up within a few inches of the ’windows of 
the apartment. Ttvo or three boats, filled with 
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musicians, rowed aljout, and in the evening some 
very tolerable fireworks were exhibited. At nine 
o’clock we took our leave, fully satisfied with the 
day’s amusement, and quite overwhelmed with 
the vizier’s extreme kindness and attention. 

We went back to Gizeh bv the canal, which 
runs through Cairo, and which was then full. 

September the 1 1th. 

Having procured boats, and every other neces- 
sary article for the excursion, we left Gizeh im- 
mediately after breakfast to visit the pyramids. 
Our way to them was through a canal, filled by 
the overflowing of the Nile, and the day being 
extremely fine and pleasant rendered the jaunt 
very agreeable. A little after ten o’clock we left 
the boats, having been about two hours on the 
way. The distance we calculated at nearly twelve 
miles. 

The country was almost all under water, and 
from the spot where we lauded we had about a 
mile to walk, over a heavy sand, to the great 
pyramid. As we approached these most ancient 
and astonishing of all antiquities, we were sur- 
prised not to find their bulk increase in appear- 
ance ; and, what was still more extraordinary. 
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when at tile distance of two hundred yards, the 
stones, with which they are built, seemed to our 
eyes no larger than common bricks ; but wheii 
we arrived at the foot of the first pyramid, which 
is the largest, we were struck with astonishment, 
and could not but wonder at the immense labour 
and expense, with which these admirable monu- 
ments must have been raised. Those stones, which 
at so short a distance had appeared so small, were 
now transformed into masses four feet square, and 
two in height. To what this illusion is to be ascribe 
ed, whether to the power of perspective, or to the 
manner in which these structures are built, each 
course of stones receding from that beneath it, 
till they arrive at the top, I am at a loss to 
conceive. 

Several large heaps of stone, of the same kind 
and size as those used in the building of the pyra- 
mids, are coliected around them. This stone is 
©£ a soft nature, and in appearance not unlike- 
chalk. 

The constructioii of these massive monnments, 
built with all the proportions necessary to ensure 
their durability, though not a masterpiece of ele- 
gance, is surely one of art ; as neither the force 
of winds and storms, tile gradual decay of time. 



nor tlie spoiling hand of man, has hitherto been 
able to shake them. Even at this remote period 
from the time when they were erected, the toil 
and cost, that must attend their demolition, 
would be incredible. 

From the pyramids we proceeded to that mon- 
strous figure the Sphinx. The face of it has 
been most savagely mutilated, and only retains 
enough of it’s former features, to allow you to 
guess what it once was. The French, having, 
cleaned the sand all ai*ound the foundation, have 
enabled us to ascertain, that it never had a 
body connected to it, as was generally ima- 

On the 12th we waited upon his highness the 
grand vizier, to take our leave, and to return 
thanks for all his kindness. At seven in the 
evening we repaired to our germe, and bid adieu 
to the dusty town of Grand Cairo, In forty-two 
hours, assisted by the powerful current, we 
reached Rosetta. 
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A FEW CONCLUDING OBSERVATIONS UPON THE 
NILE, THE CLIMATE, AND POPULATION OF 
EGYPT. 

The Nile is tincloiihtedly the most astonishing 
river in the world ; without it Egj^^t, surrounded 
on every side with natural obstaclesj separated on 
the east from Syria by moving sands, skirted oh the 
south and west by immense tracts of deserts, 
would be as uninhabitable as the dreary wastes of 
Lybia. It is navigable for boats of considerable 
burden as far as the cataracts, and is a very 
convenient mode of cammmiication from one ex- 
tremity of the country to the other The prevail- 
ing vrinds generally serve to sail up ; and in com- 
ing down, the current is of the greatest advan- 
tage, especially during the overflowing, when a 
large germe will go down from Cairo to Rosetta, 
a distance of one hundred and sixty miles, in less 
than forty hours, without sail or oar to assist it’s 
way. 

It is the great, and indeed the only source 
of wealth to the country; and is the most plea- 
sant and expeditious manner of travelling, parti- 

M M 
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cularly when it is considered, that there are no 
inns in the country, except a few miserable 
caravanserais, disgusting to an European, where 
you must sleep upon dirty carpets covered with 
vermin, lying promiscuously with Turks, Arabs, 
&c. 

Only that part of the country, which the Nile 
overflows, is inhabited ; as is clearly perceptible 
by the narrow and contracted space of cultivation 
on each bordei', and by the numerous villages 
built only along it’s banks. 

The annual rising and falling of this river, and 
their causes, have been so often and so correctly 
stated by able travellers, that it would be as pre- 
sumptuous as unnecessary to say any thing con- 
cerning them. As the waters retire, they leave 
behind them a rich black mould, very thick, and 
equal to the richest soil, which is sown as soon as 
left dry. The chief productions, that I remarked 
along the banks, were rice, wheat, barley, Indian 
corn, pumpkins, cueumbers, and fields of the 
fines i and most luxuriant clover. 

The principal fruits throughout Egypt are the 
musk and water melons, small apricots, grapes, 
oranges, pomegranates, citrons, a few plantains 
about Rosetta, and millions of dates. The last 
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mentioned frnit is the potatoe of this country, the 
poor people living almost entirely upon it. 

The date tree grows in large woods, thrives 
almost every where, and a sandy soil agrees per- 
fectly well with it. The peninsula of Ahoukir, 
at our arrival, and great part of the sandy 
country betvyeen Ahoukir and Rosetta, were 
covered with them. Numerous advantay'^s . 
derived from this tree, every part of r-i-cii 
made to serve some purpose. The fruit is ; 
wholesome and palatable food, and the French 
made very tolerable brandy from it. The leaves 
are converted into ropes for the germes and other 
boats; the trunk of the tree makes bad fuel, 
and is used also in the construction of their 
wretched houses. Wherever the date tree is 
found, as far as our experience informed us, water 
may be procured by sinking wells. . 

Although the Nile is not a rapid river, yet 
during the time of it’s overflowing, the force 
of the current is amazingly great. When it is at 
it’s height, the water is of a reddish brown colour, 
and nearly as thick as mud, so that it is almost 
impossible to make use of it for drinking, before 
it has been purified. For this purpose large jars 
are filled with the water, the inside of theiii 

M M 2 
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having been previously rubbed round v^itli bit- 
ter almonds, or beans, and in these it will very 
soon settle, and become cpiite clear. Women, 
very carefully muffled up, are constantly seen on 
the banks^ filling these jars with water. 

At Rosetta and Cairo are sold abundance of 
earthen bottles, named Alkarras, which are very 
useful for cooling the water. These are made of 
a white clay, and baked in the sun. They are so 
porous, that the water is constantly exuding 
through them, and, by it’s evaporation from the 
external surface, produces such a degree of cold, 
as to render the water within of a very grateful 
temperature. All our fleet on the coast made use 
of no other water than that of the Nile, which 
was found extremely fit for every purpose. 

Croeodiles are far less numerous in Egypt 
than is commonly imagined. None -are to be 
found in Lower EgyptA^ very geldom happening,, 
that any Came down as far as Cairo. As you go 
up the Nile, it is said they become more com- 
mon. The French had one at Cairo, brought 
from Upper Egypt, which was eighteen feet 
long. 

There is no country in the world where the 
climate is more regular than in Egypt. The sky 
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is almost always beaiitifiilly dear and serene, and 
after seven or eight in the morning, not a single 
fleeting doiid is seen to intercept the burning 
ravs of the sun. 

! . , 

! It seldom or never rains in the interiour parts; 

but on the seacoast, and near Alexandria, it rains 
frequently in the winter time. The showers 
however are short, though heavy, and are imme- 
diately siicceedecl by a fine blue shy. Soon after 
our landing we had several smart showers, which, 
i while they lasted, fell with great force upon our 

I tents ; and in the night of the ^ 28 th of April we 

} had a very severe thunder storm, accompanied 

( with a great deal of rain. 

! But if it do not rain often, the heavy dews, 

- which fall during the night, make up in part for 

: the wvant of moisture. We always perceived the 

effect of them in the morning, when, as soon as the 
I sun appeared above the horizon, our tents began 

to smoke as copiously, as if a great cpiantity of 
rain bad fallen. Many a time, in a common sol- 
dier’s round tent, have I felt the small drizzle of 
the dew piercing through the canvass. 

The nights in March, April, and May, we found 
1 very damp and chilly, and no covering was then 

I thought too much. 
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During tlie whole campaign, we enjoyed the 
greatest advantage from the very clear and bright 
nights; and we were seldom deprived of the be- 
nefit of a fine moon, here scarcely ever over- 
clouded, and shining with extreme lustre. 

The heat during the months of May, June, July, 
and August, we found generally, near Alexandria, 
to vary between 80“ and 85"*, and it rarely ex- 
ceeded 88“. A cool refreshing breeze sprung up 
regularly about seven in the morning, which near 
the sea was excessively pleasant, and rendered the 
heat very supportable, that would otherwise have 
have been intense. 

During our stay in Egypt, we had occasion to 
observe the constancy of tiie winds, which prevail 
on the coast. In April, May, June, ^nd July, 
they blew from the north west ; in August and 
September, they still kept in the same cpiarter, 
only varying occasionally to due north. In the 
daytime we almost always enjoyed a fresh 
breeze, which towards sunset lulled gradually 
till it sunk into a calm. To this unquestion- 
ably we must ascribe, in great measure, the 
health of the troops before Alexandria; for it 
certainly pufifi;^ as well as cooled the air, and 
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and thus removed two powerful causes of sick- 
ness and disease. 

Egypt is iiihabited by several races of people, 
all differing greatly in tbeir oianners, customs, 
and religion. Of these the first are the Mama- 
liikes/ who, though they constitut but a very 
inconsiderable part of the population, are the 
rulers and proprietors of the country, and on 
them all the rest are more or less dependant. 

Next are the Bedoween Arabs, constant wan- 
derers in the Desert, never inhabiting the same 
place for any length of time, and living by conti-* 
nual pillage and warfare. 

They form no general community among them- 
selves, each tribe having it’s own cheik or chief, 
to whom the greatest deference and the strictest 
obedience are paid. From these numerous petty 
societies, and their divided interests, arise never 
ending cj[uarrels and dissensions. Hospitality is 
among them a duty, of which they are most 
sacred observers ; and an Arab in danger from 
any other persons, will not hesitate to throw him- 
self into the power of his p rofessed enemy, secure 
of meeting with safety and protection. They are 
however false, dissemi>ling, revengeful, and cim- 
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ning ; and, thongli actually brave, will not scruple, 
in a dastardly manner, to assassinate their enemy. 

The Bedoweens are all furnished with horses, 
capable of undergoing the greatest fatigue in 
their excursions over the Deserts, during which 
their food is very scanty, and water, always 
scarce, is sometimes not to be found. They 
always prefer mares, and for these reasons, that 
they can bear more fatigue, and, when go- 
ing on a predatory excursion, are not liable to 
lead to a discovery by their neighing. Their 
dress is very light, consisting of nothing more 
than a loose frock and a turban ; their weapons 
are a long gun and a dagger. 

The third class are the Fellahs, who are the 
farmers and husbandmen of the country. They 
inhabit the villages, and cultivate the lands, all of 
which are the property of the Mamalukes, by 
whom these people are kept in the most abject 

When a FeH^ has succeeded in amassing a 
small sum, by dint of economy and hard labour, 
he dares not make use of it, and is afraid to let it 
appear by any improvement in his lands or way 
of living, as it would most undoubtedly expose 
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him to the extortions and pillage of his proprietor, 
or endanger his life by the rapacity of his neigh- 
bours. Hence it follows, that when this is the 
case, the money ^ is buried under ground, and 
the wretched Fellah, like the miser of more ci- 
Tilizsd countries, has no other satisfaction but that 
of knowing wdiere his riches are concealed. At 
his decease, the secret connnoolv dies wdtli him, 
and the money is lost. Thus considerable sums 
disappear, and never again return into circula- 
tion. 

The tyrannical proprietors of the lands and 
villages exact the greater part of the produce, and 
by repeated impositions, contributions, &c., often 
oblige the Fellahs to abandon their houses, and 
take refuge among the inhabitants of the Desert. 
Numerous villages, totally deserted, are seen all 
over Egypt; sad examples of these vexations. 

The rest of the villages are striking pictures of 
the misery of their inhabitants. The houses are 


^ The current coins in Egypt are those of Turkey, and Spanish dollars, at 
the rate of one liimdred and fifty parats to the dollan The ignorance of the 
people ill the Turkish dominions, in general is so great, that it is with the utmost 
difficulty they can be prevailed on to receive in pajniient any European coin, 
either of gold or silver, except the Spanish dollar, and it's subdivisions; and 
tliese only when stamped with the two pillars. 
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tlie most wretched mud hovels possible to becoii- 
ceived, without windows,' and 'with scarcely a 
door. Most of them are built upon eminences, 
to secure them from the overflowing of the Nile ; 
and many are enclosed by a mud wall, flanked 
with small towers, to defend tlieiii from tlie pre- 
datory incursions of the Bedo ween Arabs. These 
form citadels, into which they retire with their 
cattle and all tlieir goods; and in them they are 
as secure from the enemv thev dread, as in the 
most impregnable fortress. 

Few of the viilag*es are without a public school, 
wdiere the children are instructed in reading the 
Koran. This is the only book they have, and as 
the art of printing is scarcely known in the 
Turkish dominions, their copies are always ma- 
nuscripts. 

The last are the Coplits, or Christian inliahi- 
tants of Egypt, who are of the Greek commu- 
nion. The Cophtic patriarch is the head of the 
church of Abyssinia, whither he sends a bishop, 
as his deputy, to govern the clergy of that 
country. 

Great iiumhers of the Cophts inhabit the 
towns, where, on account of their possessing sii- 
perioiir knowledge to any other class, though the 
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sphere of their acquirements is very confined, they 
are employed as agents by the chiefs and principal 
people of the country. 

Ill Upper Egypt, where they are very nume- 
rous, they inhabit the villages, and cultivate the 
lands, ill the same iiianner as the Fellahs in 
Lower Eg^'pt. 

Beside these four classes, which constitute the 
chief population of the country, there are several 
others, as Turks, Greeks, Jews, &c,, that are 
settled in the towns, and follow difterent employ- 
ments. 

The number of inhabitants of all descriptions, 
though no exact enumeration has ever been 
made, nor indeed is any thing like it practicable, 
is generally estimated at about three millions. 
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State of the Army under the Command of Lieut. General 
Sir IIalph Abercromby, k. b., in consequence of the 
separation, which took place on the 24th of October i 800, 
in Gibraltar Bay. 


BEIGADES,. 

RECtIMEjXTS. 

Brigade, of Guards : 

Hon. Major General Ludlow. 

Battalion Coldstreani Guards, 

1 Battalion 3 rd Guards. 

1st Brigade of the Line: 

Major General Coote. 

2nd Battalion RoN^als. 

1st Battalion 54th Keginientf 

2nd Battalion 54th Ditto. 

92ad Regiment. 

Snd Brigade ; 

■ "Major General Cradock. 

Stii Regiment, 

IStfe Ditto. 

18th Ditto. 

90th Ditto. 

Srd Brigade : 

■ Major General £aii of Cavan. 

1st Battalion 27 tli Regiment. 

2nd Battalion £7th Ditto. 
oOtli Regiment. 

79th Ditto. 

4 tli Brigade : 

Brigadier General Doyle. 

2nd^ or Queen’s. 

1st Battalion 40 th Regiment. 

2d Battalion 40 tli Ditto. 

44 th Regiment. 

5 ill Brigade : ' ^ 

Brigadier General Stuart. 1 

Stuart’s or Minorca Regiment. 

De Rolle’s Ditto. 

Dillon’s Ditto. 

Beserve : 

Major General Moore^ 

■ Brigadier General Oakes. 

23 d Regiment 

28 til Ditto. 

42 iid Ditto. 

58ih Ditto. 

Detachment Hompescli Riflemen. 
Detachment 1 itii Light Dragoons, 

Corsican Rangers. 

Brigadier General Lawson. 

Artillery. 
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A few Observations upon a Turkish Armj. 

Aleppo, aothof Nov. 1800. 

Sir, 

Such is the -svant of proper regulations in the Turkish 
army, that each chief of the different corps of soldiers, that 
compose it, obtains pay for double or triple the number of 
men he has to maintain; and this abuse having grown into 
a kind of established rule among them, occasioned that, on 
the 13th and 17th of October 1800, two regiments of 200 
men each deserted for no other reason, than that the Vizier 
refused to pay them as if they had their full complement of 
1 000 mein 

In September 1800, the Grand Vizier supposed himself to 
be at the head of 35000 men. Brigadier General Koehler 
presumed to think His Highness deceived in his computation, 
and ventured to declare his opinion, that the troops did not 
exceed 7 or 8000. In order to have the point cleared up, 
the Grand Vizier, at the General’s request, endeavoured to 
establish field-days twice a week, that by putting his troops 
into some kind of order, he might have an opportunity of 
counting them. On the third day of parade, which was the 
last, the troops were ordered to be drawn up into nineteen 
ranks, and counted; but when it came to. the turn of the 
Albanians, they refused to. suffer themsekes to be counted, 
and turning their muskets upon the tent of the Vizier, fired, 
a complete volley of shot; which, though in the air, so frighted 
and dismayed the whole camp, that many fled through fear 

of 
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■of a general revolt, and tbe affair ended l)y no furtlier attempt 
being made to ascertain tlieir numbers. 

Enough bad however been done, to prove that General 
Koehler’s estimation was very near tlie reality. But the 
Vizier, w'hile he acknowledged the fact, remarked that the 
troops which would shortly join him were fully sufficient to 
cut the French in pieces. 

A few days after this notable occurrence, arrived at Jaffa 
the English frigate Mercury, Captain Rogers, who had been 
sent by Lord Keith to be stationed in these jmrts. . The 
Vizier received Captain Rogers with the usual marks of 
courtesy, and indicated the Damietta mouths of the Nile as 
an eligible station : but before the departure of the frigate 
on that service, an incident took place, which shook the 
Vizier s confidence in the military value of his own troops, 
and induced him to resolve to require, that Captain Rogers 
should immediately be sent back to Lord Keith, with an 
urgent request on His Highness’s part, to furnish him with a 
reinforcement of 10000 British troops. It must be observed, 
however, that the Vizier, consistently with that species of 
oriental double dealing, which the Turks always put in prac- 
tice, to suppress their own consciousness of -weakness, but 
which in fact deceives none but themselves, did not avow the 
real motive of his desire of our assistance, but held on the 
occasion this kind of language. 

“ That to that day he had always persisted in waving the 
‘‘ question of a British force, because his stores of provision 
” Jiad till then been very scanty, but that now (God be praised) 

{ A 2) his 
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“ his magazines were well supplied, and he therefore de- 
“ manded the assistance above specified.” 

The incident, that impressed the useful conviction before- 
mentioned on the Vizie/s mind, merits some detail to de- 
scribe it. 

Four hundred Albanian troops deserted from the grand 
army, in order to go over to Djezzar, Pacha of Acre. The 
Vizier sent after them a detachment of 4000 Deli Bash, 
who, on their return related, that they had overtaken the 
fugitives, but having found them posted on an advantageous 
ground, and moreover not disposed to surrender without re- 
sistance, they had abandoned the enterprise of forcing them 
to return to camp. 

Under the article of desertion, it is to be observed, that 
on tlie 27th of October 1800, in that fine season, * when 
none suffered any kind of essential privation or distress, 10, 
15, and 20 individuals deserted daily 7 what therefore must 
be expected to take place, when the rainy season renders their 
habitations cold and unhealthy, when their stock of provision 
begins to fail, and when they wdll be deprived of the secondary 
but useful objects, that hitherto have been supplied them 
abundantly, by the constant traffick of small barks, and which 
the winter is now about to cut off their means of obtaining ? 

On the 25th of October 1800, the magazines in Jaffa were 
not sufficient to victual the army for three months. The 
masters of the ships that brought stores, defrauded the 
government regularly of one fourth of the cargo, gnd then 

bribed 
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bribed tlie weighers and receivers, to pass in account one 
quarter more than they actually received ; so that in this 
manner there only reaches the camp one moiety of the pro- 
vision destined for it’s use.. In support of this observation, I 
shall give the details of an occurrence exceedingly charac- 
teristic and interesting. 

Jaffa,. November the 4th, 1800. 

“ To BAY a captain of a Russian vessel, who came here 
“ to demand payment of freight, for having brought from 
“ Constantinople to El Arisch a cargo of biscuit, was, on his 
“ presenting himself at the tent of the Teftadar, or chief 
“ treasurer, seized and put into confinement. On inquiry 
“ I found, that this captain had taken on board at Constan- 
“ tinople 3000 quintals of biscuit belonging to the Porte; 
“ that on touching at Cyprus, on his way to this place, he 
“ had sold half the cargo to a TmE of his intimate acquaint- 
“ ance ; receiving from him, in ready money, one moiety of 
“ the amount of the biscuit delivered, and for the other 
“ moiety the Turk was to pay him at Jaffa. The Turk 
“ arrived here one day sooner than his friend the captain, 
“ disclosed the whole affair to the Teftadar, and paid into his 
“ hands the money due for the last half of the purchase he 
“ had made. The captain brought with him a regular re- 
“ ceipt from the Musali Emin of El Arisch, Avhich certified, 
“ that the whole cargo had been received, and stored in good 
“ order; but there can be no doubt of the captain’s having 
“ corrupted with money the w'cighers and receiving clerks, 

CO engage them to give such a. receipt as lie required.” 


The 
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The Teftaclar may be supposed to have made, oe this occa- 
sion, a discovery of many important abuses ; but do not 
imagine any effectual or lasting remedy will be found for 
them. Be assured, that, as the property of this government 
is acquired by free-booting, every one thinks his own claims 
to it as. good as another s; and while, from* the Teftadar 
Emini to the common store-keeper, they purloin the public 
goods, they make use of the ordinary expression : Questa 
roba del Gran Signore. 

After having represented, that the Turkish troops are very 
badly supplied with clothes, and the necessary arms, I shall 
proceed to give the following description of the oppressive 
manner by which the Vizier raises subsidies, and whereby he 
renders the people inimical to him. 

In the Turkish dominions, all descriptions of people are 
unfriendly to the government, and would obstruct, by every 
means in their power, it’s operations, owing to the forced 
tributary levies that are continually imposed on them. On 
the 15th of October 1800, the Greek and Armenian Patri- 
archs, who had left Jerusalem by order of the governor, Ma- 
homet Pacha, repaired to the Vizier’s camp at Jaffa ; on their, 
arrival, they were ordered by the Vizier to produce lOOO 
purses of money ; which, by tears and demonstrations of 
misery, were reduced to 500. These unfortunate men were 
sent to Jerusalem, in search of the money, like criminals, 
accompanied by a guard of Turks from the Vizier. 

I shall relate another proceeding of the same Mahomet 
Pacha of Jerusalem, that would disgrace the most barbarous 
nation. 


After 
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After having extorted by every means of violent oppression 
the sum of 100 purses from a little village, called Uffen, he 
renewed his demands upon it’s miserable inhabitants for 500 
purses (or P. 250000). The people represented their abso- 
lute inability to raise such a sum, and refused to pay. The 
Pacha, feigning to desist from further importunities, went by 
night to surprise them ; but his design having been disco- 
vered, he was frustrated by the people’s dereliction of their 
houses, and enraged to see himself baulked of his booty, he 
razed and burnt the village. 

After the Vizier liad sent off to El Arisch the corps of 
Albanians, who had refused to be mustered, he renewed the 
attempt to exercise his troops in military evolutions. On 
the morning of the 27th of October 1800, General Koehler 
went to review them, and if any one should sa}'^, that these 
people have made any progress in the art of war, or have any 
notion of order in battle, they are egregiously misinformed, 
for their exercises constitute nothing but a scene of confusion 
of one line upon another; the artillery marching before 
the army, without a proper interval for the cannon. In short, 
I am certain that 2000 Europeans are more than enough to 
put to rout, in an instant, all the grand army, composed, 
according to General Koehler s computation, of 15000, in- 
clusive of those at El Ariscliu. 

On the 4th of November 1800, accounts reached the 
Vizier’s camp of a very serious insuiTection having broken 
out among the Turkish soldiers at El Arisch, in consec^uence 
of a scarcity of provision. 
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AIemoraxdum given to every Commanding Officer. 

Mai-iaorice^ xoth of February, i8oi. 

The supply of the troops with water in the country, which 
is likely to become the theatre of operations, will demand 
all the care and attention of commanding officers. 

From the best information that has been obtained, it ap- 
pears, that there are several wells on the peninsula of Aboukir, 
and that water will be found in almost every part of it, by 
digging three or four feet. * 

There are wells at Mandara, half way betwixt Aboukir and 
Alexandria, and water will be found in that neighbourhood 
at five or six feet from the surface, particularly on the south 
side of the road. 

There is a well, or cistern, at a place called Melek Sejabel, 
and at Scheek label, betwixt Mandara and Alexandria, on 
the right of the road. , 

By digging on the bank, or in the bed of the canal of 
Alexandria, water is every where found at five or six feet 
from the surface. Where date trees are found, water may be 
looked for with certainty ; and it rarely fails in sand hills or 
downs near the seashore, unless when covered with ruins, as 
is the case near the old town of Alexandria. 

, On 
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On arriving at their ground, each regiment v,’ili immedi- 
ately begin to dig wells in the most likely places. As the 
ground in which they will have to Avork is generally loose and 
sandy, it Avill be necessary to support the sides by casks, 

(Avith Avhich the regiments will be supplied) or otlier means 
which the countiy may offer, such as the date trees, Avhich 
are used by the natives for that purpose. 

Although from the circumstances aboA^e stated, and from 
the assistance Avdiich aaoII be derived from the shipping, there 
is a reasonable prospect that a sufficient supply of AA ater Avail 
be secured ; still it is indispensable, that the utmost regu- 
larity and oeconomy should be observed in the distribution Precaution 
of it. Where the situation alloAV's of it, sea Avater must be 
used for Avashing, and most purposes of cooking, especially if 
a contriA'ance is adopted, by which the meat or vegetables 
in the kettles, being prevented from touching the salt Avater, 
are boiled by the steam. It must likewise be remembered, 
that the horses of this country b}^ no means require the same 
quantity of Avater with those in England ; they are not ' 
accustomed to drink more than once a day, and then not 
more tlian two or three gallons. 

Every other precaution and arrangement, by Avhich the 
supply of Avater may be increased, and the Avaste of it pre- 
vented, should be adopted and enforced, as it is a point of 
the most material consequence, on Avhich the success or 
failure of the expedition may ultimately depend. 


(B) 
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Copy of Sir Ralph Abercromby’s Dispatcli concerning 
the Landing of the British Army on the Coast of 
Egypt. 

CAMP before ALEXANDRIA, 

i6tli of March, 1801. , 

Sir, 

Although it was not my intention originaliy to have com- 
menced the operations of the British Army in Egypt on the 
side of Alexandria, yet circumstances arose which induced 
me to change my opinion. We were much longer delayed 
on the coast of Asia Minor than we had at first any reason to 
apprehend ; and we were ultimately obliged to sail from Mar- 
morice in a very imperfect state of preparation. — I am fully 
• sensible of the exertions of His Majesty’s iimbassador at the 
Ottoman Porte, as well as of the Quarter Master General, 
&c. Our delays originated from other causes. — For a consi- 
derabletime previous to our sailing, the weather was extremely 
boisterous and the winds contrary. The moment that it be- 
came practicable to sail with so large a fleet. Lord Keith put 
to sea. We left Marmorice on the 22d of February, and came 
in sight of Alexandria on the 1st of March. 

On the 2d the fleet anchored in AbouKir Bay. Until the 
7th the sea ran high, and no disembarkation could be effected ; 
on that day every arrangement was completed, and on the 
8th the troops forming the first division, consisting of the 
.fc . reserve, 
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reserve, under the command of Major General Moore, the 
brigade of Guards, under the Honourable Major General 
Ludlow, and part of the first brigade, under the command of 
Major General Coote, got into tlie boats early in the morn- 
ing ; the}^ had in general from five to six miles to row, and 
did not arrive at the point of landing till ten o’clock. The 
front of disembarkation was narroAv, and a hil), which com- 
manded the whole, seemed almost inaccessible. The enemy 
Were fully aware of our intention, were in force, and had 
every advantage on their side. The troops, however, not- 
withstanding their being exposed to a very severe cannonade, 
and under the fire of grape shot, made good their landing, 
ascended the hill with an intrepidity scarcely to be parallelled, 
and forced the enemy to retire, leaving behind him seven 
pieces of artillery and a number of horses. 

The troops that ascended the hill were the 23d and the four 
flank companies of the 40th, under the command of Colonel 
Spencer, whose coolness and good conduct Major General 
Moore has mentioned to me in the highest terms of approba- 
tion. It is impossible to pass over the good order in which 
the 28th and 42d landed, under the command of Brigadier 
General Oakes, who was attached to the reserve under Major 
General Moore; and the troops in general lost not a moment 
in remedying any little disorder, which became unavoidable 
in a. landing under such circumstances. The disembarkation 
of the army continued on that and the next day. The troops 
w'hich landed on the 8th advanced three miles the same 
day. 


(b 2) 
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Return of killed, wounded, and missing of the Army 
under the Command of General Sir Ralph Abe r- 
CROMBY, K. B., hi the Landing on the Coast ot Egypt 
— Aboukir, Sth of March 1801. 

Brigade of Guards. — 1st battalion Coldstream : 1 officer 
17 rank and file killed ; 5 officers, 11 sergeants, 1 drummer, 
57 rank and file wounded; 6 rank and file missing. — 1st 
Battalion 3d regiment; 1 sergeant, 4 rank and file killed; 2 
sergeants, SSrank and file wounded; 1 drummer, 7 rank and 
file missing. 

isf Brigade. — sd battalion Royal: l sergeant, 11 rank and 
file killed ; 4 officers, 3 sergeants, 40 rank and file wounded.— 
1st battalion 54th; 1 officer, 3 rank and file killed; i officer, 
2 sergeants, 1 drummer, 4 rank and file wounded. — 2d 
battalion 54th: 1 rank and file killed; 1 officer, 1 sergeant, 
9 rank and file wounded. 

Reserve. — 23d regiment: 6 rank and file killed; 2 officers, 

I sergeant, 37 rank and file wounded; 1 rank and file missing, 

— 28th regiment : 5 rank and file killed ; 1 sergeant, 33 rank 
and file w'ounded. — 42d ditto ; 1 sergeant, 20 rank and file 
killed ; S officers, 7 sergeants, 1 drummer, 140 rank and file 
wounded. — 58th ; 1 officer, 9 rank and file killed ; 2 officers, 
4 sei'geants, 4 1 rank and file wounded ; 5 rank and file missing. 

— 1st battalion 40th (flank company) : l officer, 8 rank and 
file killed ; 2 officers, 1 drummer, 1 9 rank and file wounded, 
■ — 2d battalion 40th (ditto) : 1 sergeant, 6 rank and file killed ; 

I I rank and file wounded. — Corsican Rangers : 4 rank and 
file killed ; l officer, 2 sergeants, l drummer, 21 rank and file 

wounded; 
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wounded ; 1 officer, 1 sergeant, 1 3 rank and file (missing on 
the 1 ith of March.) 

Total. — 4 officers, 4 sergeants, 94 rank and file killed ; 
26 officers, 34sergeants, 5 drummers, 450 rank and file wounded j 
1 officer, 1 sergeant, l drummer, 32 rank and file missing. 

Officers killed. — Ensign Warren, Coldstream Guards; 
Major Ogle, 58th; Hon. Ensign Meade, 40th flank com- 
panj^; Ensign England, 1st battalion 54th regiment. 

Officers wounded. — Guards: Captains Plunket, Beadon, 
Frederick, Mjers, and Surgeon Rose.- — -23d; Captains Lloyd 
and Pearson.j — 42d. Lieut. Colonel James Stewart, Captain 
M‘Quarrie, Lieutenants Alexander Campbell, Dick, Frede- 
rick Campbell, Stewart Campbell, Charles Campbell, and 
Ensign Wilson. — 58th: Captain Best, Ensign Rolt. — Corsican 
Rangers: Captain Panatini. — 40th flank companies: Captain 
Godfrey, Lieutenant Moore. — 2d battalion Royal: Captain 
Alexander M‘Donald, Lieutenants James Graham, Thomas 
Fraser, and Thomas Lister. — 1st battalion 54th: Captain 
Shipley. — 2d battalion 54th: lieutenant G. O’Halloran. 

N. B. Lieutenant Guittera, 1 sergeant, and 12 rank and 
file, taken prisoners on the 1 1 th of !March in front of Man- 
dara, are returned in the number of missing. 

(Signed) J. Hope, 

Adjutant General. 
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Extract from the General Orders issued by General Sir 
Ralph Aberceomby, in consequence of the Land- 
ing elFected on the Peninsula of Aboukir, March the 
8th, 1801. 


G. O. 

Heiglits near Aboukir^.pfcli of Maxch^ i Soi . 

The gallant behaviour of the troops in the action of yes- 
terday claims from the Commander in Chief the warmest 
praise he can bestow; and it is with particular satisfaction, 
that he observed that conduct marked equally by ardent 
bravery, coolness, regularity, and order. 

Majors General Coote, Ludlow, and Moore, and Brigadier 
General Oakes, who led on the troops that effected the 
landing and were engaged, will be pleased to accept Sir 
Ralph Abercromby's thanks, for the able manner in which 
they conducted the whole operation. 

The Commander in Chief has much pleasure in acknow- 
ledging the effectual assistance received from the Navy on 
this occasion, in consequence of the judicious arrangements 
directed by Admiral Lord Keith, and it is his intention to 
request his Lordship to communicate his best thanks to Cap- 
tain Cochrane, of the Ajax, who superintended the debark- 
ation, as well as to the officers and men employed under him 
on that service, and to the officers and men employed in the 
gun-boats and the armed launches that covered the landing. 

Sir Sidney Smith, the captains, officers, and men of the 
ships of war who acted with the army on shore, will be pleased 

to 
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to accept Sir Kalph Abercromby’s thanks, for the activity 
with which they brought forward the field artillery, and for 
the intrepidity and zeal wdth which they acquitted themselves 
of the service entrusted to them. 

G. O. 

Camp,, within four Miles of Alexandria, 

14 March iSoi. 

The Gommander in Chief has the greatest satisfaction in 
thanking the troops for their soldier-like and intrepid conduct 
in the affair of yesterday. He feels it incumbent on him to 
express his most perfect satisfaction with the steady and gal- 
lant behaviour of Major General Cradock’s brigade, and 
desires that Major General Cradock will assure the officers 
and men of the 90th regiment, that their meritorious conduct 
conixiiands h adrairation. To the gsd and regiment of 
Dillon, an equal share of praise is due, and where it has 
been so well earned, the Commander in Chief has the greatest 
pleasure in bestowing it. 

Sir Ralph Abercromby desires, that Lieutenant Colonel 
Smith, and the battalion of Marines, will accept his thanks 
for their conduct in the course of their service yesterday. At 
the request of Lord Keith, that corps will marcli this afternoon 
to Aboukir, and will place themselves under the command 
of the Earl of Dalhousie. 
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Continuation of Sir Ralph Abercromby’s Dispatch, 
relating to the Action of the 13th of March. 

Camp before Alexandria, 
i 6 tli March 1801. 

On the 12th the whole army moved forward, and came 
w'ithin sight of the enemy, who Avas formed on an advantage- 
ous ridge, Avith his right to the canal of Alexandria, and his 
left toAvards the sea. It Avas determined to attack them on 
the morning of the i3th, and in consequence the army 
marched in two lines by the left, Aidth an intention to turn 
their right flank. The troops had not been long in motion, 
before the enemy descended from the heights on Avhich they 
vrere formed, and attacked the leading brigades of both lines, 
Avhich Avere commanded by Major Creneral Cradock and 
Major General Earl of Cavan. 

The 90th formed the advanced guard of the front line, 
and the 92dthat of the second; both battalions suffered con- 
siderably, and behaved in such a manner as to merit the praise 
both of courage and discipline. Major General Cradock 
immediately formed his brigade to meet the attack made by 
the enemy ; and the troops changed their position Avith a 
quickness and precision, Avhich did them the greatest honour. 
The remainder of the army folloAved so good an example, and 
were immediately in a situation not only to face but to repel 
the enemy. The reserve, under the command of Major 
General Moore, which Avas on the right, on the change of the 
position of the army, moved on in column, and covered the 
right flank. The army continued to advance, pushing the 

enemy 
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enemy with the greatest vigour, and ultimately forcing them 
to put themselves under the protection of the fortified heights, 
which form the principal defence of Alexandria. It was in- 
tended to have attacked them in this their last position ; for 
which purpose the reserve, under the command of Major 
General Moore, which had remained in column the whole of 
the da3% was brought forward, and the second line, under the 
command of Major General Hutchinson, marched to the left^ 
across a part of Lake Mareotis, with a view to attack the 
enemy on both flanks : but on reconnoitring their position, 
and not being prepared to occupy it after it lliould be carried, 
prudence required that the troops who had behaved so 
brave!}’', and wdio were still willing to attempt any thing, how- 
ever arduous, should not be exposed to a certain loss, wdren 
the extent of the advantage could not be ascertained. They 
were therefore withdrawn, and now occupy a position wdth 
their right to the sea, and- their left to the canal of Alexandria 
and Lake Mareotis, about a league from the town of illex- 
andria. I have the greatest satisfaction in saying, that the 
conduct of the British and foreign troops under my command 
is deserving of the highest praise; their courage and discipline 
have been equally conspicuous. To all the general officers 
I am indebted for their zeal and intelligence. From the Hon. 
Brigadier General Hope, adjutant genei'al, and Lieutenant 
Colonel x4.nstruther, quarter-master general, I have receireci 
every testimony of zeal, and the most able assistance in the 
operations of the arm}’'; and to the other oflicers of the 
general staff, I feel obligations. 

Majors MTverras and Fletcher, of ^ the Royal Engineers, 
who went down in the Pcterel frigate to survey the coast ol‘ 

( C ) E«’ypt., 


KO. 4. 


♦ 


18* A P P E IT D I S. 

Egjpt, a short time before we sailed from Marmorice, \?€re 
nnfortimately surprised in a small boat in Aboukir bay ; the 
former was killed, the latter taken prisoner. Our communi- 
cation is at present kept up by means of the Lake Aboukin 
We have been fortunate enough to find water sufficient for 
the supply of the army, and we begin to derive some supplies 
from the country. 


Eeturn of the Killed, Wounded, and Missing, of the 
Army under the Command of General Sir Ralph 
Abebceomby, k. b., near Alexandria,, on the 13th 
of March, IS’OI. 

t ■ 

Cavalry. — 1 rank and file, 13 horses killed; 1 officer, 1 
quarter-master, 2 sergeants, 9 rank and file wounded. 

Royal Artiller}^ — 2 rank and file, 8 horses, killed ; 2 officers, 
1 5 rank and file wounded. 

Brigade of Guards. — 1 officer, 6 rank and file killed; 1 
officer, and 18 rank and file w'ounded. 

istBrigade.— -1 sergeant, 1 drummer, 34 rank and file killed,; 
18 officers, 14 sergeants, l^S rank and file wounded. 

2nd Brigade.^ — -2 officers, 2 sergeants, 47 rank and file killed; 
25 officers, 23 sergeants, 402 rank and file wounded. 

3rd Brigade (including Marines)-. — 3 officers, 32 rank and 
file killed; 3. officers, 3 sergeants, l drummer, 93 rank and 
file wounded. 

4th Brigade.— -1 officer, 1 sergeant, 4 rank and file killed; 
& officers, 5 sergeants, 1 drummer, 43 rank and file wounded. 

5th Brigade. 
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5 til Brigade.— 2 sergeants, 23 rank and file killed; 1 rank 
and file missing ; 6 oflicers, 13 sergeants, 5 drummers, 136 
rank and file wounded. 

Reserve. — 1 officer, 16 rank and file killed; 5 officers, i 
sergeant, -37 rank and file wounded. 

Total.— 6 officers, 6 sergeants, 1 drummer, 143 rank and 
file killed; 66 officers, 1 quarter-master, 6l sergeants, 7 drum- 
mers, 946 rank and file wounded; 1 rank and file missing; 
2 1 horses killed ; 5 horses wounded. 

Officers killed : 

Coldstream Guards ; Ensign Jenkinson.^ — 13th regiment: 
Captain Chester. — 18th: Captain Jones. — -40111: Captain 
Eorster (brigade major).— 2Sth : Captain Godlej^ Volunteer 
Lant. — SOlli: Ensign Rogers. — 50th: Lieutenant Stewart, 

Officers wounded : 

26tli Light Dragoons : Lieutenant W oodgate. — Coldstream ; 
Captain Beadon. — First 54tli: Ensign Kirbj. — Second 54th: 
Captains Gibson, Cairnes, Roberts; Lieutenants Stone, Mills; 
Ensign Kelly. — 92nd : Lieut. Celonel Erskine (since dead) ; 
Captains Ramsey, McDonald ; Lieutenants M'Leod, Doule, 
McDonald, T. Campbell (since dead), Clarke, R. McDonald, 
Cameron; Ensign Wilkie. — 8th: Major Duke; Captains 
M^Murdo, Fortye; Lieutenants Church, O’Brien, Eason. — 
13th: Captain Brown; Lieutenants Dolphin, Serle, Copland, 
Ilandcock, Rich; Ensigns Hewson, Andrews, O’Mealy. — 90th: 
Colonel Flill; Lieut. Colonel Vigoureus; Captain Eden; 
Lieutenants Tisdell, Cartwright, Wright.— 79th : Lieut, Colo- 
nel M‘Dowall (since dead) ; Lieutenants Sutherland, Stuart ; 
Volunteer Alexander Cameron.— 30th : Captain Douglas ; 

( a 3 ) Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant Duncan (from 21st attached). — 44th r Colonel 
Tilson; Lieutenant Brown (since dead); Ensign Berwick.— 
De Roll’s regiment: Lieut. Colonel Baron Durler; Major de 
Sonnenberg; Lieutenant Bachman. — Dillon’s regiment : Cap- 
tain Renaud; Lieutenant Montureux; Ensign Kanillac. — ■ 
28.th; Captain Bevan.— 42nd: Lieut. Colonel Dixon ; Cap- 
tain Campbell ; Lieutenant Eraser ; Corsicans, Ensign Gusr 
lami. — Royal Artillery ; Captain Boger, Lieutenant Sturgeon, 
Quarter-master Com. Lane. — Lieutenant O’Brien, 8th (since 
dead). 

(Signed) John Hope, 

Adjutant Generah 

N. B. Lieut. Colonel Brice, commanding the Coldstream, 
wounded and taken prisoner while visiting the Piquets on the 
night of the 1 4th of March, since dead. 

Return of Ordnance taken on the 8th of March, at 
Aboukir. 

Brass and French measure. — One 8-pounder, three 4* 
pounders, one 6-inch howitzer, one 9 and one 6-pounder 
(iron), one ammunition waggon. — One 26-pounder (brass) 
taken in Mandara on the loth. 

On the 13th of March. 

Four field pieces, one howitzer, taken with a quantity of 
shot and shells. 

(Signed) R.. Lawson, 

Brigadier, 



Articles of Capitulation of the Fort of Aboukir, together 
with a Heturn of the Prisoners surrendered, and of 
the Ordnance and Stores found in the Fort. 

Article 1st. — The garrison of the fortress of Aboukir shall 
march out with the honours of war, with colours flying and 
matches lighted. They shall be conducted to Alexandria by 
sea, there to be exchanged for an equal number of prisoners, 
and they shall engage not to serve till regularly exchanged. 

Answer. The garrison shall surrender prisoners of war, 

shall march out with the honours of war, and after having 
laid down their arms upon the glacis, shall be conveyed on 
board the fleet. 

Article 2nd. — The officers shall in every situation preserve 
their arms; as many of the movables and effects shall be 
carried away as can be removed both by the officers and 
the troops.. ISlo allusion is made in this article except to in- 
dividual property, nor is it at all meant to apply to military 

stores. Answer. Granted, with the exception of the 

movables, which must all remain in the place. The wdiole 
garrison must be embarked within three hours. 

Article 3rd. — Twenty-four hours shall be granted to the 
garrison to dispose of their baggage before their departure. 
Answer. The 2nd Article provides for this. 

Article 4th. — Every thing that belongs to the fortification,, 
to the artillery, and other stores, such as provision, shall be 
given, up to the conqueror in the exact state in which they 
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ai'e, after an inventory made and agreed upon by tlie officers 
and civil agents of the two armies. The papers relative to 
the service of the place shall also be given up.- — -Answer. 
Agreed to. , 

Article 5th. — Any unforeseen difficulties, that may arise, 
shall be discussed and determined on by the two parties. The 
conditions shall not begin to take eftect till twenty-four hours 

after the signing of the capitulation. Answer, The 3rd 

Article provides for this. Neither Greeks nor Egyptians shall 
be included in the capitulation. 

(Signed) Dalhousie, Colonel. 

Venache, Chief of the Battalion 
of Engineers, Commander of the 
Garrison and Fort of Aboukir. 

Approved by the 
Commander in Chief. 

(Signed) J. Hope, Adjutant General. 

Return of Ordnance and Stores found in the Fort 
of Aboukir the 1 8th of March. 

Brass guns. — 4 French 24-pouiiders5 2 French 12-inch 
mortars. 

Iron guns. — 3 French 8-pounders, 3 French 3 -pounders. 

Return of Prisoners suiTendered in the Castle of 
Aboukir. 

Two chiefs of battalion, 8 inferiour officers, 140 noncom- 
missioned and privates. 


Travelling 
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Travelling carriages, four g4-pounders ; standing ditto, 
tliree 8-pounders, and three S-pounders; two iron beds tor 
mortars, 800 round and 40 grape S4-pound shot, 600 shells, 
90 barrels of powder of SOOlb. each. 
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The following is a Copy of Major General Hutchiit- 
son’s official Letter conceniing the Cavalry skirmish, 
which took place on the left of our position on the 
18 th of Marclu 

Camp, four miles, from Alexandria, 
April the 5th, ISoi. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to acquaint you, that on the 1 8 th of 
March, an affair took place between a patrole of our cavalry 
and one of the enemy, in the neighbourhood of Alexandria. I 
have to regret that Colonel Archdall, of the 12 th Light 
Dragoons, received a wound in the arm, which has since been 
amputated, and that we have lost some valuable officers and 
men. Enclosed herewith I have the honour to transmit to you 
a list of the killed, wounded, and taken prisoners that day. 

•1 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. H. Hutchinsok,. 

Right Honourable 
His Majesty’s Secretary at War, 

^cC.- 


Eeturn of the Killed, Wounded, and Missing, of 
Major General Finch’s Brigade, March the I 8th, 
1801. 

12th Light Dragoons. — 5 horses killed; l officer 1 sergeant 
wounded; 2 officers, 7 rank and file, 7 horses missing. 

26th Light Dragoons.- — ^^1 quarter-master, 7 rank and file, 1 8 
horses killed; 2 officers, 1 sergeant, 6 rank and file, 12 horses 
wounded ; 1 officer, 1 quarter-master, 5 rank and file, 7 horses 
missing. 

Total. — -1 quarter-master, 7 rank and file, 23 horses killed ; 

2 officers, 1 sergeant, 6 rank and file, 12 horses wounded; 

3 officers, 1 quarter-master, 12 rank and file, 7 horses missing. 
Officers killed.-— 26th Light Dragoons: Quarter-master 

John Simpson. 

Officers wounded. — 12 th Light Dragoons; Colonel Merwyn 
Archdall. 

26th Light Dragoons. — Lieutenant and Adjutant John 
Harte. 

Officers missing (taken prisoners.) — 12th Light Dragoons : 
Honourable Captain Pierce Butler, Cornet Earle Lindsay 
Daniel. 

26th Light Dragoons. Captain Charles Turner (Brigade 
Major), Quarter-master Abraham Houlton. 

(Signed) John Abeeckomby, 

Deputy Adjutant General. 
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Copy of Major General Hutchifson^s Oifificial Dis- 
patch, concerning the Action of the S 1st of March. 

Camp before Alexandria^ 
April the stli^ 1801. 

Sir, 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that after the affair of the 
1 3 th of March, the army took a position about four miles from. 
Alexandria, having a sandy plain in their front, the sea on 
their right, and the Canal of Alexandria (at present dry) and 
the Lake of Aboukir on their left. In this position we re- 
mained without any material occurrence taking place till the 
21st of March, when the enemy attacked us with nearly the 
whole of their collected force, amounting probably to eleven 
or twelve thousand men. Of fourteen demibrigades of infan- 
try, which the French have in this country, twelve appear to 
have been engaged, and all their cavalry, with the exception 
of one regiment. 

The enemy made the following disposition of their army 
General Lanusse was on their left, with four demibrigades of 
infantry, and a considerable body of cavalry, commanded bj: 
General Roize; Generals Friant and Ranipont were in the 
centre, with five demibrigades ; General Regnier on the right, . 
with two demibrigades and two regiments of cavalry; General 
d’Estaing commanded the advanced guard, consisting of 
one demibrigade, some light troops, and a detachment of 
cavalry. 

(D) The 
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The action commenced about an. hour before daylight, 
by a false attack on our left, which was under Major General 
Cradock's command, where they were soon repulsed. The 
most vigorous efforts of the enemy were however directed 
against our right, which they used every possible exertion to 
turn. The attack on that point was begun with great impe- 
tuosity by the Trench infantry, sustained by a strong body 
of cavalry, who charged in column. They were received by our 
troops with equal ardour, and the utmost steadiness and 
discipline. The contest was unusually obstinate; the enemy 
were twice repulsed, and their cavalry were repeatedly mixed 
with our infantry. They at length retired, leaving a prodigious 
number of dead and wounded on the field. 

While this was passing on the right, they attempted to 
penetrate our centre with a column of infantry, who were also • 
repulsed, and obliged to retreat with loss. The Trench, 
during the whole action, refused their right. They pushed 
forward, however, a corps of light troops, supported by a 
body of infantry and cavalry, to keep our left in check, which 
certainly was, at that time, the weakest part of our line. 

We have taken about £00 prisoners (not wounded), but it 
was impossible to pursue our victory, on account of our infe- 
riority in cavalry, and because the Trench had lined the oppo- 
site hills with cannon, under which they retired. We also have 
suffered considerably ; few more severe actions have ever been 
fought, considering the numbers engaged on both sides. 

We have sustained an irreparable loss in the person of our 
never sufficiently to be lamented Commander in Chief, Sir 
J^alph Abercromby, who was mortally wounded in the action. 

At and 
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and died Oil the 28 th of March. I believe he was wounded 
early, but he concealed his situation from those about him, 
and continued in the field, giving his orders with that coolness 
and perspicuity, which have ever marked his character, till 
long after the action was over, ivhen he fainted through weak- 
ness and loss of blood. Were it permitted for a soldier to 
regret any one who has fallen in the service of his country, I 
might be excused for lamenting him, more than any other 
person ; but it is some consolation to those who tenderly loved 
him, that as his life was honourable, so was his death glorious. 
His memory will be recorded in the annals of his country— - 
will be sacred to every British soldier— and embalmed in the 
recollection of a grateful posterity. 

It is impossible for me to do j ustice to the zeal of the officers, 
and to the gallantry of the soldiers of the army. The Reserve, 
against whom the principal attack of the enemy was directed, 
conducted themselves with unexampled spirit. They resisted 
the impetuosity of the French infantry, and repulsed several 
charges of cavalry. Major General Moore was wounded at 
their head, though not dangerously. I regret, however, the 
temporary absence from the army of this highly valuable and 
meritorious officer, whose counsel and cooperation would be 
so highly necessary to me at this moment. Brigadier General 
Oakes was wounded nearly at the same time, and the army 
has been deprived of the service of an excellent officer. The 
28th and 42nd regiments acted in the most distinguished and 
brilliant manner. Colonel Paget, an officer of great promise, 
was wounded at the head of the former regiment; he has 
since, though not quite recovered, returned to his duty. 

(d 2) Brigadier 
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Brigadier General Stuart and the foreign brigade supported 
the Reserve with much promptness and spirit; indeedit is but 
justice to this corps to say, that they have, on all occasions, 
endeavoured to emulate the zeal and spirit exhibited by the 
British troops, and have perfectly succeeded. Major General 
Ludlow deserves much approbation for his conduct when the 
centre of the army was attacked: under his guidance, the 
Guards conducted themselves in the most cool, intrepid, and 
soldierlike manner; they received very effectual support by 
a movement of the right of General Coote’s brigade. Brigadier 
General Hope was wounded in the hand ; the army has been 
deprived of the service ofa most active, zealous, and judicious 
officer. 

The loss of the enemy has been great ; it is calculated at 
upwards of 3000 killed, wounded, and prisoners. General 
Roize, who commanded the cavalry, which suffered consider- 
ably, was killed in the field. Generals Lanusse and Bodet are 
since dead of their wounds. I have been informed that several 
other general officers, whose names I do not know, have been 
either killed or wounded. 

I cannot conclude this letter without solemnly assuring you, 
that in the arduous contest in which we are at present engaged, 
His Majesty^’s troops in Egypt have faithfully discharged their 
duty to^their country, and nobly upheld the fame of the 
British name and nation. 


(Signed) J. H. Hutchinson. 
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Eeturn of Killed, Wounded, and Missing, of the Army 
under the Command of General Sir Ralph Aber- 
CROMBY, K. B., in the Action near Alexandria, the 
21st of March, 1801. 

Cavalry.-— 2 horses killed ; l trumpeter, 13 rank and file, 

3 horses wounded. 

Artillery. — 14 rank and file killed; 5 officers, 40 rank and 
file wounded ; 1 rank and file missing. 

Brigade of Guards. — l officer, 3 sergeants, 45 rank and file 
killed; 3 officers, 9 sergeants, 197 rank and file wounded. 

1st Brigade. — 1 officer, 1 6 rank and file killed; 8 officers, 
173 rank and file wounded. 

2nd Brigade. — 1 rank and file killed ; 6 rank and file 
wounded. 

Srd Brigade — l sergeant, 2 rank and file killed; 5 officers, 

4 sergeants, 58 rank and file wounded. 

4th Brigade.— 7 rank and file killed; 6 officers, 8 sergeants, 
49 rank and file wounded. 

5 th Brigade. — 3 officers, 2 sergeants, 6l rank and file 
killed ; 17 officers, 14 sergeants, 1 drummer, 235 rank and file 
wounded; 3 officers, 1 sergeant, 21 rank and file missing 
and taken prisoners. 

Reserve. — 5 officers, 3 sergeants, 78 rank and file killed; 
1 6 officers, 1 2 sergeants, i drummer, 330 rank and file wounded ; 
6 rank and file missing. 


Total. 
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Total . — 10 officers, 9 sergeants, 224 rank and file, 2 horses 
killed; fio officers, 48 sergeants, 3 drummers, 1082 rank 
and file, 3 horses wounded; 3 officers, 1 sergeant, 28 rank and 
file missing. 

Officers killed : 

3rd Guards; Ensign Campbell. — 42nd: Major Bissett; 
Lieutenants C. Campbell, R. Anderson, A. Stuart. — 58th; 
Lieutenant Jocelyn. — Stuart’s regiment: Colonel Dutens, 
Lieutenants Duverger and Dejean, — 2nd battalion 54th: 
Captain Gibson. 

Officers wounded : 

His Excellency Sir R. Abercromb}'", k. b., Commander 
in Chief (since dead); Major General Moore; Brigadier Ge- 
neral Hope, Adjutant General; Brigadier Generals Oakes and 
Lawson ; Majors of Brigade Doyle and St. Pern (since dead) ; 
Captain Anderson, Aide-de-Camp to Major General Moore. — ■ 
3rd Guards: Captains Rooke, Ainslie, Doare. — Royals: Cap- 
tain Gardner; Lieutenants Gordon, Johnson, M'Pherson (since 
dead.)' — Second 54th: Lieutenants Couran and Predam. — 
92nd : Captain Cameron, LieutenantMathison.— 50th : Cap- 
tain Ogilvy ; Lieutenants Campbell and Tilsby; Ensign Rowe. — 
79th : Lieutenant Ross. — Queen’s: Ensign Aliman. — 44th : 
Lieut. Colonel Ogilvie (since dead). — 89th: Captain Blake, 
■Lieutenant Agnew. — Stuart’s: Captains Missett, Mahony, 
Richardson; Lieutenants M‘Carthy, Sutton, Hutton, Ze- 
hender, Loreg, Girard; Ensign O’Herman.— De Roll’s: Lieu- 
tenant Metzger, Adjutant la Ville. — Dillon’s : Captains Du- 
pont, Renaud, d’Heral; Lieutenants Laury, Daville. — 23rd: 
Lieutenant Cooke (since dead).— 28th: Colonel Paget; Lieu- 
tenants J. Meacham, Hearne, Ford. — 1st battalion 4oth : 

Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant SouthweU. — 42nd : Major Stirling ; Captain D. 
Stuart; Lieutenants Rowe, M'Nicholl (since dead), Do- 
naldson (since dead), Sutherland, Grant, Cuningham, Camp- 
bell; Ensign M‘Eenzie.— 58th: Lieutenant Curry Toole.-— 
Artillery : Lieutenants Gamble, Campbell, Lawson, and Bur- 
slem. — 1 stand of colours and 2 guns taken. 

(Signed) J. Abeecromby. 
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General Orders. 

Horse Guards^ the i6th of May^ 1801* 

THE recent events, which have occurred in Egypt, have 
induced His Majesty to lay his most gracious commands on 
His Royal Highness the Commander in Chief, to convey to 
the troops employed in that country His Majesty’s highest 
approbation of their conduct; at the same time His Majesty 
has deemed it expedient, that these his gracious sentiments 
should be communicated to every part of his army, not doubt- 
ing that all ranks will thereby be inspired with an honourable 
spirit of emulation, and an eager desire of distinguishing 
themselves in their country’s service. 

Under the blessing of Divine Providence, His Majesty 
ascribes the successes, that have attended the exertions of h is 
troops in Egypt, to that determined bravery, which is inherent 
in Britons; but His Majesty desires it may be most solemnly 
and most forcibly impressed on the consideration of every 
part of the arm}’', that it has been a strict observance of order, 

■ discipline, 



discipline, and military system, which has given it’s full 
energy to the native valour of the troops, and has enabled 
them proudly to assert the superiority of the national military 
character, in situations uncommonly arduous, and under cir- 
cumstances of peculiar difficulty. 

The illustrious example of their commander cannot fail to 
have made an indelible impression on the gallant troops, at 
whose head, crowned with victory and glory, he terminated 
his honourable career; and His Majesty trusts, that a due 
contemplation of the talents and virtues, which he uniformly 
displayed in the course of his valuable life, will for ever 
endear the memory of Sir Ralph Abercromby to the British* 
army. 

His Royal Highness the Commander in Chief having thus 
obeyed His Majesty’s commands, cannot forbear to avail 
himself of this opportunity of recapitulating the leading 
features of a series of operations so honourable to the British 
arms. 

The boldness of the approach to the coast of Aboukir, in 
defiance of a powerful and well directed artillery — the orderly 
formation upon the beach, under the heaviest fire of grape 
and musquetry — the reception and repulse of the enemy’s 
cavalry and infantry— the subsequent charge of our troops, 
which decided the victory, and established a footing on the 
shores of Egypt ! are circumstances of glory never surpassed 
in the military annals of the world. 

The advance of the army, on the 1 3th of March, towards 
Alexandria, presents the spectacle of a movement of infantry 

through 



tlarongli an open country, who' being ’ attacked" upon]."their 
march, ybmed mid repnlsed the enemy; then advancetii'in 
line for-three miles, engaged along their whole front, until 
they drove the enemy to 'seek iill shfety under the protection 
of his intrenched position.' ’ < Such' had been the order and 
regularity of the advance. / „ , 

Upon the 2 1st of March, the united force of the French in 
Egypt attacked the position of the British army. 

An attack, begun an hour before daylight, could derive no 
advantage over the vigilance of an army ever ready to receive 
it. The enemy’s most vigorous and repeated attacks were di- 
rected against the right and ceptre.| Qur infantry fought in 
the plain, greatly inferiour in the^numtber of their artillery, and 
unaided by cavalry. 

Tliey relied upon their discipline and courage. The des- 
perate attacks of a veteran cavalry, joined to those of a 
numerous infantry, which had vainly styled itself Invincible, 
were every where repulsed ; and a conflict the most severe 
terminated in one of the most signal victories, which ever 
adorned the annals of the British nation. 

In bringing forward these details, the Commander in Chief 
does not call upon the army merely to admire, but to emulate 
such conduct. Every soldier who feels for the honour of his 
country, while he exults in events so splendid and important 
in themselves, will henceforth have fresh motives for cherish- 
ing and enforcing the practice of 'discipline; and by uniting 
in the greatest perfection order precision with activity and 
courage, will seek to uphold, and transmit undiminished to 
posterity, the glory and honour of the British arms. 

Nor is a less useful example to be derived from the conduct 
of the distinguished Commander, who fell in the field. 

(E) His 
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His steady observance of discipline — his ever watchful at- 
tention to the health and wants of his troops — the persevering 
and unconquerable spirit, which marked his military cai'eer — 
the splendour of his actions in the field, and the heroism of 
his death — are worthy the imitation of all who desire, like 
him, a life of honour, and a death of glory. 

By order of His Royal Highness the Commander in Chief.. 

■ ! (Signed) Habey Calveet, , 

ij y r;:: Colonel and Adjutant General.. 

’ ; i 
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Proclamation of General Menqu to the Inhabitants of 
, Egypt, on the Appearance of the English Elect on 
Coast. 

MENOU, General EN Chef,. 

A tons les grands et petits, riches et paiivres, k tons les 
Cheyks et Ulimas, k tons ceux qui suivent la vraie reli- 
gion, k tons les habitans de TEgypte enfin salut. 

^ ^ . Au Quartier General du Kaire^ le 14 Ventose^ an 9. 

I de la Republique Frangaise^ une et indivisible. 

An nom de?I)ieu cl&iient et mis6ricordieux. In n’y a de 
dieii que Dieu, et Mahomet est son Prophdte. 

C’est Dieu qui dirige les armees, il donne la victoire A qui 
il iui plait, rdpee flamboyante de son ange precede toujours 
les troupes Pranpaises^ et an^antit leurS ennemis. Les Anglais, 
qui partout sont les oppresseurs du genre humain, viennent de 
parditre sur les cdtes; sfils ihettent pied ^ terre, ils seront 
6 r , ' culbutes- 



culbut6s dans la mer— Les Osraanlis pouss6s par ces m^mes 
Anglais font aussi du mouvement; s’ils s'avancent ils rentreront 
dans la poussifere des deserts dui les engloutira. 

VouSj liabitans de FEgypte et du Kaire, je vous pr^viens, 
que si vous vous conduisez, ainsi que le doivent faire les 
hommes craignant Dieu, si vous restez tranquilles dans vos 
inaisons, si vous vaquez k vos aifaires comme de coutume, 
vous n avez rien ^ craindre ; mais je vous pr6viens aussi, que 
s’il arrivait k quelqu’un d’entre vous de vouloir exciter des 
mouvemens, et de se r6volter centre le Gouveruement Fran- 
faise, je le jure au nom de Dieu et de son Prophete, sa t6te 
tombera ^ I’instant. — Rappellez vous ce qui est arriv6 lors 
du dernier siege du Kaire— le sang de vos peres, de vos 
enfans, de vos femmes, a could dans toute I’Egypte et prin- 
cipalement dans la ville du Kaire, vos propridtds ont dtd 
pilldes et ravagees, vous avez dtds taxds a de tres fortes con- 
tributions extraordinaires. Mettez bien dans votre esprit tout 
ce que je viens de vous dire.- — Salut k qui est dans la bonne 
voie, mallieur a qui s'en dcarte. 

(Signd) Menou. 

rjiA jrjo A". 

MENOIJ, Commander IN' Chief, 

To all manner of persons, great and small, rich and poor, to 
all the Sheicks and Ulemas, to all who profess the true 
religion, and to all the inhabitants of Egypt, greeting. 

Head Quarters at Cairoj, Ventose tlie i4tli. 
Year g of the French Republic^ one and 
indi\dsible (March the 5th^ 1801.) 

In the name of God most merciful. There is no god but 
God, and Mahomet is his Prophet. 

( E 2 ) 
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It is God by whom armies are guided : he gives the victory 
to whomsoever he pleases ; the flaming sword of his * angel 
always goes before the French troops, and. destroys their 
enemies. I'he English, who are every w'here the oppressors 
of mankind, just now appear on the coast : if they set foot on 
the land, they shall be tumbled headlong into the sea. The 
Ottomans, impelled by these English, are likewise in motion : 
if they advance, they shall be driven back into the deserts, 
the sands of which will swallow them up. * 

To you, dnhabitants of Egypt and of Cairo, I give notice^ 
that,' if. you conduct yourselves as men who fear God ought, 
if you remain peaceable in your houses, and follow your 
business as usual, you have nothing to fear: but at the same 
time I give you warning, that, if any one of you shall attempt 
to excite any commotion, or revolt against the French govern- 
ment, I swear, in the name of God and of his Prophetj, his 
head shall that instant be taken off. Remember what occurred 
at the last siege of Cairo^ — the blood of your fathers, of youi 
children, of your wives, flowed in every part of Egypt, and 
particularly in the city of Cairo ; your property was pillaged 
and laid waste; and very heavy extracontributions were 
levied on you. Consider well all that I have said to you... 
Prosperity to all who are in the right way; but wue to him 
who deviates from it. 


(Signed) M-enou. 
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The following Papers were found in the pocketbook of 
General Roize, who was left dead on the Field of 
Battle, on the 2 1 st of March. 


Arm^e d’Orient. 

Liber te.. Egalit6. 

R6publique Frangoise. 

Au Quartier General da Kaire^ 
le 20 Veatose (a i .Mars). 

Mejstou, General en Chef. 

II est ordonn6 au G6n6rar Roize de partir sur le champ 
avec le 7'”' d’hussards, le 14"”“ et IS*"* de dragons, pour se 
rendre avec la plus grande diligence k Rahmani6. 11 em- 
inenera avec lui le G6n6ral Boussard, et rartillerie de sa 
division de cavalede. . 

(Sign^). Abd. MEnroxr. 

TRAN SLAT 10 W. 

Army of the East. 

Liberty, Equality.. 

The French Republic. 

Head Quarters at Cairo, Ventofe. the 
soth (March the nth). 

Menou, Commander in Chief. 

General Roize is hereby ordered tu set off immediately 
with the 7th hussars, and the 14th and 15th dragoons, to 
repair with the utmost diligence to Rahmanieh. He will take 
with him General Boussard, and the artillery of his division, 
©f horse. 

(Signed) Abd.Menou. 


Au Quartier General du Kaire^ 
le 20 Ventose (ii Mars) an 9« 

Le G6n6ral en Chef de V^tat Major de rarm6e, 

All G6n6ral Roize, commandant le Cavalerie h Boulac. 

Le G6n6ral en Chef d6sire, Citoyen Gendral, que vous lais- 
siez au Eaire vint-cinq hommes de cavalerie, qui seront pris 
indistinctement sur toute la cavalerie, et de preference, les 
hommes les plus mal-montes. 

Ce d6tachement sera A la disposition du G6n6ral Beliard, 
Tofficier qui les commandera viendra prendre ses ordres. 

(Signe) Lagrange.' 
TRANSLATION. 

Head Quarters at Cairo, Ventose the 20th, 
Year 9 fMarch the nth, 1801), 

The Commander in Chief of the Staff of the Army. 

To General Roize, commanding the Cavalry at Bulac. 

The Commander in Chief desires you. Citizen General, to 
leave at Cairo twenty-five horsemen, taken indiscriminately 
from all the cavalry, preferring those who are worst mounted. 

This detachment is to be at the disposal of General Beliard, 
and the officer commanding them will come to him to receive 
hisorders.": ^ ■ 


(Signed) Lagrange. 
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Armee d’Orient. 

Liberty. Egalite.^^ ^ ^ 

R6publique Eranpoise. 

Ab Qiiartier 'Gen-^ral dfe Rhamaiii^ le 24 VeBtose 
(i-S 'Mars) an'. 9 de la Repiiblique^ iine 'el 
indivisible. 

Menou, G6neral en Chef, 

Au General Roize, Commandant la Cavalerie de rAraaee. 

Citoyen General, 

Je donne Tordre au G6ndral Bron de partir ayec toute la. 
eavalerie qui est ici, pour se rendre sous vosordres ^ Darnan- 
hour. — Je ne garde avec moi que mes guides. Vraisembla- 
blement arriveront demain matin, avec la division du General 
Rampont, cent dragons du 20“" regiment; des qulls serout 
arrives je les ferai filer sur Dainanhour. 

Le pauvre Latour etant hors d’dtat de commander son 
regiment, et le chef d’escadron Refrogn6 ayant 6t6 tu6, 
f autre chef blesse, il est important de choisir un excellent 
capitaine pour commander ce regiment.—Je vous autorise K 
faire ce choix ; vous en causerez avec le G6n6ral Bron.. 

Tous les jours vous porterez des reconnoissances sur la route 
d^Alexahdrie, et m^me jusque sous les murs de cette ville, 
jusqu’^ce que j’M rassemble toutes les troupes, et que je vous 
ai rejoint, ce qui, j’espere, ne tardera pas.— L’ennemi n a point 
de cavalerie, ainsi vous pouvez pousser vos reconnoissances 
aiissi loin que possible. — II est important de s’assurer si fen-r 
nemi n'aura pas coup6 et retranchd la digue, par-deR B6da, 
sll n’aurapas tente de laire entrer feau du Lac Maadie dans 
le calisch, et de la dans la plaine. 

Vous. 
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¥ons exaniinerez s’il j auroit quelques moyens d’6viter le 
cJiemin de la digue eii prenant dans le Lac Mareotis — Vous 
sciitez, Citoyen Gendral, qu il faut que les r^comioissances 
soient faitesavec beauGoup de soin. 

J’envoye a Damanhour, uii officier du genie, avec uii 
ofiicicr d'artillerie, Fun et Fautre sent charges de faire les 
reconnoissances les plus complettes de Fennemi, de ses posh 
tions, et des chemins les plus convenables pour se porter sur 
Alexandrie dans toutes les hypotheses possibles. — ^Vous leur 
donnerez im bon d^tachement pour remplir cette mission. 

11 est tres important que Amus trouviez les moyens de faire 
arriver un billet ii Alexandrie, au General Friant, soit par 
des hanimes du pays, soit par un detachement de votre cava- 
lerie, ou par tons deux ^ la fois.— Le billet que vous donne- 
riez aux gens du pays, porteroit seulement ce qui suit, le 
Gen^-al en Chef arrive ayec Farmde. 

Le detachement de eavalerie pourroit porter des details 
plus circonstaneids sur le nombre des troupes, qui consistent 
dans la 13“% la 85“% la 21”% la S”% la 32“% la 88“% un battalion 
de la 25'”% un batailloii Gree, et toute la eavalerie. J’espdre 
avec tout cela reuni, nous ferons vigoureusement rebrousser 
chemin ^ Messieurs les Anglois. 

Ditesaux troupes que vous commandez, Citoyen Gendral, 
que e’est en Egypte que se fera la paix Gdndrale, que Farm6e 
(FOrient a commencee la guerre en Europe, qu elle la finira 
en Egypte. C’est le dernier coup de collier des Anglois. 

Nous sommes ^ Naples, j’ai recu des depdehes du G6n6ral 
Murat: ^ , ■ ■ : ’ ■' ’ ^ 

Abi>. Menou. 


Je vous salue, 
(Signe) 
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P. S. Je sais que les Anglois ont fait demander des vivres 
^ Quelques villages, faites bien dire k tous ceux qui sont sur 
la route d’Alexandrie, qu’on d6truira de fond en eomble tous 
ceux qui auroieiit fournis m^me im seul mouton. 

A.M. 


TRANSLATION. 

Armj’- of tbe East. 

Liberty. Equality. 

ITie French Republic. 

Head Quarters at Rkamanielij Ventose tlie 24llis 
Year 9 of the Republic^ oae and indivisible 
(March the i5th^ iSoi.) 

Menou, Commander in Chief, 

To General Roizb, Commander of the Cavalry. 

Citizen General, 

I am giving orders to General Bron, to set olf with all the 
cavalry here, and put himself under your command at 
Damanhour. I keep with myself only my guides. A hun- 
dred dragoons of the 2()th regiment will probably be here to 
morrow, with the divisoii of General Rampont; as soon as 
they arrive, I shall send them on to Damanhour. 

Poor Latour not being in a condition to command his 
I'egimeiit, and Chef cT escadron, R6frogn6, having been killed, 
and the other commanding officer wounded, it is of import- 

(F) a, nee 


ance to select a good Captain to command this regiment. I 
authorize you to make this choice, respecting which you will 
consult with General Bron. , 

Eveiy day you will send out reconiioitring parties on the 
road to Alexandria, and even as far as the walls of that cit}’', 
till I have assembled all the troops, and joined you, which I 
hope will be soon. The enemy has no cavalry; you may 
push your reconnoitring parties, therefore, as far as possible. 
It is of inrportance to be certain, whether tlie enemy have not 
cut and entrenched the dike beyond Beda, and have not 
attempted to let the -water of Lake Maadie (Aboukiij into 
the caJish, and thence into the plain. 

You will examine, whether there be not some means of 
avoiding the way of the dike, by passing through Lake 
Mareotis. Y^ou are sensible. Citizen ; General, that your 
reconnoitrings must be executed with great care. - 

I send off to Damtinhour an officer of engineers, with an 
officer of the artillery; both of wdiom are ordered, in the 
most complete manner, to reconnoitre the enemy, his posi- 
tions, and the most convenient roads for reaching Alexandria 
on every possible supposition. You will furnish them with a 
strong detachment, to accomplish the object of their mission. 

It is of gresit importance, that you find means of conveying 
a note to Alexandria, to General Friant, either by natives of 
the country, or by a detachment of your cavalry, or by both 
at the same time. Tlie note you entrust to the natives must 
contain only what follows; “ The Commander in Chief is 
arriving with the array.” 

The detachment of horse may carry a more circumstantial 
account of the number of troops, which consist of the 13 th, 
S5th, 2lst, 2nd, 32nd, and 88tli, a battalion of the 25th, a 

■ ' ' . battalion 
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battalioii of Greeks, and all the cavalry. With all tliese 
united I hope wc shall make these English gentleoieu retread 
their steps briskly. 

Say to the troops under your eommand, Citizen General, 
that in Egypt a general peace willbe etFected ; that the army 
of the East l3egan tlie war in Europe, and will bring it to a 
conclusion in Egypt*. It is the last effort of the En glish. 

We are at Naples, as T learn by dispatches from General 
Murat. 

I am vours, 

(Signed) Abd. Menou. 

P. S. I know that the English have demanded provision 
from some of the villages : take care to tell all those on the 
road to Alexandria, that every one, by which they shall be 
supplied with even a single sheep, shall not have a house left 
standing. 

A. M. 


. 27 Ventose (i8 Mars) ail Soii\ 

'Le General d’Est AIN G 
Au Gen6ral Roize. 

Je vous envoye mon General dix neuf pfisonniers Anglois 
que nous avons pris aujourd’hui apres avoir tue trente et bless6 

* Tlie new mussulman prophet certainly predicted the truth : however, if 
he were inspired, he did not understand the meaning of the prophecy he uttered. 
The general peace was effected in Egypt, it is tree ; but by the defeat of the 
army of the East, not by it’s victory. 

( E 2 ) autant 
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autant de cavaliers, ce qui reduit de plus de moitie leur dis- 
ponible dans cette arme. Le Colonel qui la commandoit a 
6t6tii6. Le d6tacliement du 7'”' s’est tres bien coiiduit, mais 
il dtoit trop foible. Envoyez moi dii monde des le matin, et 
donnez moi des nouveiies des deux reconnoissances car je n’en 
ai pas. Envoyez aiissi prendre deux blesses que je ne peux 
vousenvoyer. Le Cap“Vivier est du nonibre : il aete blesse 
par un cavalier quietoit dej^i rendn. Cet officier s'est ties bien 
conduit, mais il est k craindre qu il ii’en revienne pas. Notre 
perte est fort legbre ; nous avons un raar6clial de logis tue, 
cinq blessds. La compagnie de grenadiers nous a fort servie. 
Veuillez faire passer au General en Clief le paquet ci-joint 
aver ies prisonniers. 

Je vous salue, 

d’Estatng, 

TRANSLATION. 

Ventose the 27th (Marcli the 18th) EveBiBg* 

General d’Estaing 
To General Roize. 

I send you, my General, nineteen English prisoners, whom 
we took to day, after having killed thirty horsemen, and 
wounded as many more, which reduces the number they have 
for service "more than half. The Colonel, who commanded 
them, was killed*. The detachment of the 7th behaved very 
well, but was too weak. Send me some people in the morn- 
ing, and let me have the news of the two reconnoitrings, for 
I have received none. Send likewise for two wounded men, 

* Colond Archdall lost his arm, but was not killed. 


whom 
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wliom I cannot convey to you. Captain Vivier is of the 
number ; he was ■wounded by a horseman, who had before 
surrendered. This oiScer behaved very well, but it is to be 
feared he will not recover. Our loss is very trifling : w^e had a 
quarter-master killed, and five wounded. The company of 
grenadiers was of great service to us. Be so good as to transmit 
to the Commander in Chief the packet accompanying this, 
with the prisoners. 

I am yours, 

d’Estaing. 


Au Quartier General dTilexandrie le 39 Ventose 
(20 Mars) An 9. 


Ordre de jour: 


I/arm6e attaquera les Anglois demain 30. En conse- 
quence toutes les troupes seront ^ 3 heures precises demain 
en battaille, sans batterie et sans faire aiicune esphce de bruit, 
h deux cents pas en avant du camp actuel, qui est au de]4 
de la porte de Rosette, , 

L’attaque commencera une heure etdemie precise avant le 
iour, c’est a dire ^ quatre heures et demie du matin. Lhrmee 
sera placee dans I’ordre suivant : 

La division Regnier compos6e des 1 3”' et 8 5'“ demi-brigades, 
appuyera sa droite vers le pont, qui est sur le Canal d’AIex- 
andrie, en avant dll camp actuel. 

A la gauche de la divisiomRegnier sera la division Eriant, 
composde des 25“% 6 1”“, et 75"'% demi-brigades. 

A la gauche de la division Eriant et parcourant au centre, 
sera la Colonne Commaiidee par le General d’Estaing, com- 

posee 
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posikidela 2l“* bngade ; de deux coinpagnics do greiiadicrs 
de la 25“% €t des grenadiers Grecs. Cette Coloiine cst destinee 
de former i’avant garde. 

A ia gauche de la Golohne d’Estaing sera la division Rarn- 
pont, cornposee de la 32“' demi-brigade et de 3 cornpagnies de 
carabiniers de la 2®' legbre. Elle formera le centre de rarmee, 
conjointemeot avec la Colonne du Gen6rai d’Estaing. 

A la gauche de la division Rampont sera la division Lanusse, 
composee de la 4“% 18”% 69 ®% et 88®' demi-brigades. Elle 
appuyera sa gauche ^ la mer. 

11 resulte de cet ordre, que les divisions Regnier et Friant 
formeront I’aile droite. Les divisions d'Estaing et Rampont 
le centre, la division Lanusse la gauche, Un corps leger se 
porterasur la gauche derennemi, pourfaireune fausseattaque, 
qui commencera dla mdme heure que la vdritable. Ce corps 
sera composde du regiment de Dromadaires, et de 30 homines 
a. cheval. ' 

Trois cents hommesA cheval se porteront sur la droite do 
Farmbe au dela du Canal, pour iiiquieter aussi toute la gauche 
de I’ennemi, en jettant continuellement des tirailleurs eii 
avant. Leur manoeuvre commencera au mdme temps que la 
fausse attaque faite par les Dromadaires. Ils suivront les 
ordres du General Regnier. 

Le reste de la cavalerie de I’amide se tiendra en arriere du 
centre. L’artillerie de reserve se placera derriere la cavalerie; 
demere elle seront les guides A pied. 

La grande attaque commencera par Taile gauche de Tarmee, 
sous les ordres du General Lanusse, et par le centre commande 
par les Generaux Rampont et d’Estaing. Ils marcheront sur 
les redoubtes qui sont en avant de leur position, et s’en eni- 
pareront ^ la bayonnette, 

4 


En 



En m^me terns la droite de Farm^e commandde par le 
G6n6ral Regnier refiisera un peu jusqu"a ce que I’afFaire soit 
vivement engagee par la gauche. Le centre seconder^ Fade 
gauche, et alors Fade droite se portera vivement en avani 
pour attaquer et culbiiter tout ce qu’elle trouvera devant 
elle. 

Lorsque les positions de la droite et du centre de Fennemi 
seront emportees, et toute sa premihre ligne culbutee, il 
faudra promptement que Farmec Franpoise se reforme, pour 
marcher sur la 2”^^ ligne de Fennemi. On n’excepte de cette 
inesure que les tirailleurs. 

Ce mouvement sur la seconde ligne de Fennemi, coinnieii- 
cera par Faile gauche, qui refusera un peu sa droite en 
tachant de d^border Fennemi. Le centre suivra ce mouve- 
inent, et Faile droite tiendra en 6chec toute la gauche de 
Fennemi. Le but de ce mouvement est, de tdcherde reculer 
les Anglois au Lac Maadie. 

Le General Roize commandant la cavalerie aura Foeil sur 
toute le mouvement de Fennemi, et protitera de toutes les 
circonstances favorables, ainsi que du terns pour se porter en 
avant, et detruire tout ce qui aura et6 dbranle par les attaques 
de Finfanterie. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Le General Sougis aura la m6me attention pour eniploj^er 
utilement son artillerie, il sera ndeessaire qu’il a Fosil sur les 
chaloupes canonihres qui sont sur les flan cs de la position, 
li sera peut-^tre n6cessaire de les 6carter avec des pieces de 
douzc. Les Gt^iieranx commandans les divisions emploieront 
lear artillerie, soit do position, soit de bataille, de la mauiere 
cfui leur paroitra la phis convenable. 1! en sera de memc' du 
General commandant la cavalerie. 

Les Gdneraux de divisions formeront aiissi leur tete de 

colonne 


3sro. f . 
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coloniie d^attaque, ainsi que leur seconde ligne, s’ils lejugent 
n6cessaire, de la manifere qii’ils croiront la plus avantageuse. 
Le G6n6ral en Ghef se trouvera partout pour donner les 
ordres eii raison des nouvelies circonstances qui pourront se 
presenter. * 

(Signe) Menou. 


TRANSLATION-. 


General Orders : 


Head Quarters at Alexandria, Ventose the 
Year 9 (March the 2oth, i8or). 


The army will attack the English to morrow, the 30 tli 
(21st). In consequence all the troops wih be in order of battle 
by 3 o'clock to morrow precisely, without beat of drum, and 
without any kind of noise, two hundred paces in front of the 
present camp, which is beyond the Rosetta gate. 

The attack will commence exactly an hour and half before 
day, that is to say, at half after four in the morning. The 
army will be drawn up in the following order: 

Regniers division, consisting of the istli and 85th demi- 
brigades, will extend it’s right towmrd the bridge, wiiich is on 
the canal of Alexandria, in front of the present camp. 

On the left of Regnier’s division will be Eriant's consisting 
of the 25th, 6lst, and 75th demibrigades. 

On the left of Friant’s division, and stretching to the centre, 
will be the column commanded by General d’Estaing, con- 
sisting of the 2 1st brigade, and two companies of grenadiers, 
those of the 25 th and the Greeks. This column is intended 
to form the advanced guard. 

On 



9. A p p E jsr D I X. *49 

On the left of d’Estaing’s column will be Rampont’s division, 
consisting of the 32nd demibrigade and three companies of 
carabiniers of the 2nd light regiment. This, in conjunction 
with General d’Estaing’s coluinn, will form the centre of the 
army. 

On the left of Rampont's will be Lauusse's division, consist- 
ing of the 4th, 18th, d9th, and 88th demibrigades. It will 
extend it’s left to the sea. 

It follows from this order, that Regnier’s and Eriant’s 
divisions wall form tlie right wing; d’Estaing’s and llampont’s, 
the centre; and Lanusse’s the left wing. A light corps will 
advance on the enemy’s left, to make a false attack, which 
wiU commence at the same hour as the true. This corps will 
be composed of the regiment of Dromedaries, and thirty 
horsemen. 

Three hundred horsemen will advance on the right of the 
anny beyond the canal, likewise to alarm the whole of the 
enemy’s left, by continually 'pushing forward riflemen. This 
manoeuvre will commence at the same time as the false attack 
by the Dromedaries. They will obey the orders of General 
Regnier, 

The rest of the cavalry will remain in the rear of the centre. 
The artillery of the reserve will post itself behind the cavalry ; 
and behind it will be the foot guides. 

The grand attack will be begun by the left wing of the 
army, under the orders of General Lanusse, and by the centre, 
commanded by Generals Rampont and d’Estaing. They will 
march forward to the redoubts in front of their position, and 
carry them with the bayonet. 

At the same time the right of the army, commanded by 
General Regnier, will refuse itself a little, till the left is closely 
engaged with the enemy. The centre will second the left 

(G) -wing; 
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wing; 'anil then the left will advance briskij, to attack and 
bear down every thing before it. 

. When the positions of the enemy’s right and centre are 
carried, and the whole of his front line overthrown, the French 
army must form anew with promptness, to march against the 
second line. From this measure the rifleraeir only are 
excepted. 

This movement against the second line of the enemy will 
be begun by the left wing, which will refuse it’s right a little, 
endeavouring to outflank the enemy. The centre will follow 
this movement, and the right wing will keep the whole of the 
enemy’s left in check. The object of this movement is, . to 
endeavour to drive the English into Lake Maadie. 

General Roize, who commands the cavalry, will have an 
eye on every movement of the enemy, and avail himself of 
every favourable circumstance, as well as of the moment for 
advancing and cutting down whatever has been shaken by the 
attacks of the infantry. 

General Songis will have the same attention to employ his 
artillery with advantage: it will be necessary for him to have 
an eye on the gun-boats, that are on the flanks of his position. 
Perhaps it will be necessary for him to drive them ofiT with 
some twelve-pounders. The Generals commanding divisions 
will employ their artillery, whether battering or field pieces, 
in the way that shall appear to them most suitable. The 
General who commands the cavalry will do the same. 

The Generals of the divisions will likewise form the head of 
their columns of attack, as well as their second line, if they 
deem it necessary, in whatever manner they think most 
advantageous. The General in Chief will be every where, to 
■give orders according to the new circumstances that may 
arise. 


(Signed) Menou. 
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Appendix, No. lo. State of the Troops under the Immediate 

Command of Major-General Coote. 

^ ^ from Alexandria, the iSth cf April, l&Ol. 
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Brigade ot f Coldstream - - 
■Guard,s« . *|, 3rd 'GuardS";- 

r54 tl}, 1st Batt" 
1 st Brigade, 3 54th, 2d Batt® 
.^Marines •“ - 


Id Brigade. 3 27 th 
v44th 


l^Stuart^s'' - « 

5th Brigade. 3 De Roirs - - - 
i Dillon's - - « 


Reserve.' 


Staff Corps - - • 
92d at Aboukir < 


Total * 


Comni®'^ Oflicers. 1 
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?4 
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Majors. 
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Appendix, No. 11. 


Report and Observations upon tlie Patrole made by 
Major MoopvE, of tlie 2 6tb Light Dragoons, May 
the 8th, 1801. 

At three o’clock yesterday morning the Patrole com- 
menced its march, keeping on the left of the canal of Alex- 
andria, between it and the inundation. At five we reached 
B6dah, where there is only a well and an old redoubt con- 
structed by the French. The village is entirely destroyed, 
and no traces of it are left. Continuing our route, we crossed 
the canal and amved at Kafr-Selim at half past five, where 
we halted for a short time, in order to procure what intelli- 
gence we could. Here we were joined by a sergeant and 
twelve dragoons, who had been left there since the preceding 
evening. At half past eight we got to Birket, •without having 
met or heard any thing of General Hutchinson’s patroles. 
The result of all the intelligence we received was, that 400 
camels, escorted by 100 cavalry, 60 infantry, and one gun, 
had passed through Birket, going from Demanhoiir to Alex- 
andria. We remained at Birket till half past twelve, -when 
seeing nothing of General- Hutchinson’s division, nor being 
able to learn any thing certain of him (though we had parties 
detached considerably to the left towards Derout) we deter- 
mined to return. About a mile on this side of Birket, we 
chased two parties of mounted Arabs, whom we conceived to 
be a party of French; and meeting nothing extraordinary 
during the remainder of our march, arrived at the Cut at 

half past six in the evening. 

* 
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The whole country on the other side of Kafr-Selim is a 
continued plain. All the villages are built upon small emi- 
nences, to protect them from the inundation of the Nile: 
they are all a wretched assemblage of huts, made of mud, and 
bear the marks of the greatest misery imaginable; some of 
these villages are enclosed with a mud wall, flanked with 
towers. The country we went over is subject to the over- 
flowing of the Nile, of -which we plainly saw the marks. The 
most part is, however, not cultivated, and several villages are 
totally deserted. 

It is extremely difficult, after seven or eight in the morning, 
to ascertain any object, even at the shortest distance, on 
account of the amazing glare caused by the sun, which gives 
the whole country the appearance of being under water. 

Birket is very well calculated for a cavalry post, being 
entirely surrounded with fields of the finest barley, and having 
an abundance of good water. This sufficiently accounts for 
the French having generally kept a strong force of cavalry 
at that place. It’s situation is also nearly centrical between 
Bahmanieh, Demanhour, and Alexandria, and consequently 
well adapted to support or intercept any convoy passing 
through that part of the country. 

As to the possibility of establishing a communication with 
General Hutchinson by signals, it appears to be totally out of 
the question, for the following reasons: The distance betrveen 
both divisions is at present so great and unoccupied by us, 
that any posts fixed for this purpose must be liable to be 
carried off by the French, or assassinated by parties of 
Bedoweens : at any rate, as long as the French continue to 
retain Bahmanieh, or have any communication through that 
part of the country, it seems to be quite impossible. 


It 
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It appears from what we could learn, that the enemy is 
obliged to make a detour of five days, from Demanhour to 
Alexandria, on account of the inundation, which still conti- 
nues to gain ground every day. Several Arab villages and a 
number of corn fields have already been destroyed by it. 

Distances: 

From the Cut to B6dah, is nine miles. 

From B6dah to Kafr-Selim— one and a half. 

From Kafr-Selim to Birket— eleven. 

(Signed) Thos, Walsh, 

Aide de Camp to Major 
General Coote. 
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Appendix, No. 12, 

Correct Statement of the Division of the Army under the 
Command of Major-Generai Hutcuinson. 

Derout on the Nile, tlie 6 til of May, x 801# 


Major-General Cradock’s. Brigade - ---- 

Brigadier-General Doyle’s Brigade - - 

Reserve, under Colonel Spencer - 
Column in the Delta, under Col. Stewart 


■ 8 th Regiment - - 
18th Ditto — - 
79th Ditto - - - -I 
90th Ditto — - -j 
end Battalion Royal 
30th Regiment - - | 

50th Ditto - - - - 
92iid Ditto - - - 
2nd, or Queen’s - - 

58th Regiment - - - 
40th Flank Companies 
, Corsican Rangers — 
89 th Regiment - - 


1650 

1650'- 

XI 50 

350 


Total Infantry - - - - - “ « 4800 
Cavalry ; * ’ ■ ■ . 

. X 2th Light Dragoons “.35^^ 

'26tli Ditto - " - - - - ~ '80 

. Detachment of the 1 1 th Light Dragoons, with the Reserve - 50 


Detachment of the 12 th Ditto, with Colonel Stewart’s Column 30 


Total Cavalry - - - » - « - 510 

Making Total British, not including Artillery - - - - 5310 


Albanians, with Colonel Stewart’s Column « - - - > - - » - 1000 

' Turkish Regulars, under the Capoutan Pacha - - - - - - 1100 

Irregulars, under Ditto -■ - « -1500 

Turkish .'CavahjA under Ditto - :«\/.6oo 

Total Combined Forces - , - - - - 9510 
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Appendix, No. 13 . 


Copy of Major-General Hutchinson's Dispatch, eon- 
cerning the Capture of Rahmanieh. 

Canipiiear Algam, June the 2ist, i8oi. 

My Lord, 

I HxWE the honour to inform your Lordship, that the 
French abandoned the position of Elaft on the 7th of May, 
which we occupied on the same evening, and on the 9th we 
advanced to Rahmanieh, where the French were posted with 
upwards of 3000 infantry and 800 cavalry. We at first ima- 
gined, that they might have endeavoured to have maintained 
that position, but our corps on the eastern bank of the Nile 
having got in their rear, took the fort of Rahmanieh in 
reverse, which probably induced the enemy to retire in the 
night between the 9th and 1 0th, leaving a garrison in the 
fort, which surrendered in the morning, amounting to 110 
men, commanded by a Chef de Brigade; we also took the 
same day about 50 men and three officers, coming from Alex- 
andria. As the enemy retired towards Cairo, it became 
necessary to follow them, in order to cover the army of the 
Grand Vizier, and to secure a junction with the expected re- 
inforcement from India. Nothing of importance happened 
until the 14th, when we fell in with a valuable convoy of 
germes on the Nile. They had come from Cairo down the 
canal of Menouf, which joins the Rosetta and Damietta 
■ brandies of the river. From this circumstance they knew 

nothing 

O 
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notliing of General la Grange’s retreat from Rabmanieh. 
About one hundred and fifty prisoners fell into our hands, 
and several heavy guns, some of them intended for the de- 
fence of Alexandria. The convoy in itself was very valuable, 
and is a great loss to the enemy. We found on board 
clothing, wine, and spirits, and 5000 in money. On the 
17th, when encamped at Algam, we were informed by the 
Arabs, that a considerable body of French coming from 
Alexandria, were advancing towards the Nile, near the spot 
where the boats of the Captain Pacha were. The cavalry were 
ordered out with two pieces of cannon, under Brigadier 
General Doyle, supported by his brigade of infantry. Colonel 
Cavalier, who commanded the convoy, as soon as he per- 
ceived the boats of the Captain Pacha, suspected that our 
army was near, and retired into the desert, where we followed 
him. The cavalry, after a march of three hours, came up 
with him; a flag of truce was sent in by Major Wilson, of 
the Hompesch, requiring them to surrender, on condition of 
their private property being respected, a.nd their being sent 
to France. With these terms they complied, and laid down 
their arms. They amounted in all to about 600 men, in- 
fantry, cavalry, and artillery, and part of the dromedar3’' 
corps, one four-poimder, and 550 camels. The prisoners are 
Frenchmen, and of the best troops in Egypt. On the 1 7th 
of May the enemy retired from the fort of Lesbeh, on the 
Daniietta branch, and formed a junction w’ith 200 men they 
had at Burlos. This fort they evacuated, and embarked in 
five vessels; four harm been taken, the fifth endeavoured to 
escape towards Cyprus, but as a Turkish frigate was left in 
chase of her, it is more than probable she has shared the 
same fate. The garrisons of the two forts consisted of about 

(H) 700 
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700 men; so that we have taken in all, from the 9tli to the 
SOth, 1600 men. The French made a most .extraordinaiy 
rapid march from Rahmanieh to Cairo, where they arrived 
on the 13th, and immediately crossed to Bulac. On the I5th 
they marched to attack the Vizier’s army. His Highness 
anticipated their intention, and made a forward movement 
with a considerable body of cavalry on the night between the 
15th and I6th. The armies remained for some hours in pre- 
sence of each other, when the Ottoman troops attacked about 
eight in the morning ; after an action of seven hours, tiie 
French retired, having lost between 3 and 400 men in killed 
and wounded. They were the same people who retired from 
Rahmanieh, and 4 to 5000 strong. I congratulate your Lord- 
ship upon the event of this important action ; I have also 
much pleasure to inform you, that the Mamalukes (under 
Osman Bey, successor to Mourad Bey) have joined us, about 
1500 cavalry, inferior certainly to none in the world. I am 
sanguine enough to hope, that the most serious good effects 
will arise from this junction, as they have a most intimate 
knowledge of the country, and the greatest influence among 
the inhabitants. I enclose a return of the killed and wound- 
ed, as also the capitulation of Rahmanieh, and have the 
honour to be, &e. 

(Signed) J, H. HuTciriNsoisr. 

Capitulation of Rahmanieh ; 

Article 1st. — Officers, prisoners of war, and allowed to 
wear their swords. 

2nd. — Garrison to be sent to France, and not to serve until 
exchanged. 

: 6 


Srd.—The 
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3rd — ^Tlie wounded placed under the protection of British 
humanity. 

Return of killed and wounded : 

1 drummer, 4 rank and file, killed; 4 officers^ 1 sergeant, 
1 drummer, 18 rank and file, wounded. 

Names of officers wounded : 

Captain King, S6th light dragoons; Lieut. Golonel Thomp- 
son, Royal Artillery (since dead); Captain Adye, ditto; and 
Captain M'Doual, 79th regiment. 

P. S. A letter has just reached me from Lieut. Colonel 
Murray, dated the 1 4th of May, informing me of his arrival 
atCosseir, with the first division of the Bombay detachment 
of troops, and that he was in daily expectation of General 
Baird with the remainder. 

J. H. HuTCHINSOlff. 


Appendix, No. 14. 


Copy of Dispatches sent ' to the Right Hon. Lord 
IIa-wk-esbury, His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, from the Earl of Elgie" 
and Major Holloway. 

Imperial Ottoman Camp of the Grand Vizier, 
Benerhasset, May 20. 

My Lord, 

I had the honour of addressing your Lordship on the ad of 
May from Salahieh, which place His Highness the Grand 

(hs) Vizier 
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Vizier left the 7tli, and the following day arrived at Belbeis, 
where the advanced corps of his army had been encamped 
for some time before. 

On the 15 th hist, his Highness received intelligence, that 
the enemy had early that morning marched a considerable 
force from Cairo on tlie road towards Belbeis, where his 
Highness was then encamped. In the evening, a further 
confirmation of this intelligence was brought, when the enemy 
was in full marcli. The Vizier, after dark, ordered Tahir 
Pacha, with three thousand cavalry, and three light field- 
pieces, to advance to meet them, and, if a favourable oppor- 
tunity otfered during the obscurity of the night, to attahk; 
if not, to impede their progress as much as possible. About 
ten o’clock at night they met, about three miles from camp, 
when each halted and lay on their arms during the night, and 
until eight o’clock in the morning, atwhich time Tahir Pacha 
commenced an attack.. He was soon after reinforced by 
fifteen hundred cavalry. It was now found the enemy had 
come forward with about fourteen pieces of artillery, six 
hundred cavalry, and four thousand infantry. Plis Highness 
therefore ordered MMienimed 3?acha^^^^ move forward with 
five thousand men, cavalry and Albanian infantry, and nine 
hght field-pieces ; the enemy had eight-pounders in the field. 
His Highness afterwards advanced himself, and took the 
conimand which was attended with the happiest effect. 

The enemy moved into a wood of date trees, where they 
were attacked by the cavalry and infantry with great spirit 
for three hours, -when the enemy retired from the wood, 
taking position on the plain, their left to the wood, and forming 
a hollow square on the right. The Albanian infantry- advanced 
to the edge of the wood, and in this situation galled them 
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considerably; and upon the Turkish cavalry threatening their 
right, they changed position, and attempted to gain the 
heights, in which they were prevented by a rapid movement 
of cavalry, who gained the summit. In this manoeuvre they 
were annoyed by two guns, which were advanced by his 
Highness on the occasion. At this time the French com- 
menceda decided retreat, and were driven beyond El-Hanka, 
a distance not less than seven miles from the place of the first 
operations. The Grand Vizier, who had commanded his 
troops with great gallantry and prompt decision, then gave 
orders for them not to pursue any further. The loss on either 
side for the time they were engaged w^as but small. The 
Turks had about thirty killed and eighty wounded. The 
French, I think, had about fifty killed, and one prisoner; 
the number of their wmunded could not be ascertained, as they 
took them olf the field. 

The Turkish force engaged on this; occasion, did not at any 
time exceed nine thousand. 

Whilst I was congratulating his highness in the field of 
battle on the success of the day, we received additional satis- 
faction by the arrival of the intelligence of the capture of 
Fort Lesbie at Damietta, and two smaller forts depending on 
it, by a detachment from the Vizier’s army. I had the 
honour of acquainting your Lordship, in my letter of the 2nd 
of May, that his Highness intended sending a force against 
Damietta. This intention he carried into effect on the 6th, 
by ordering Ibrahim Pacha, with two thousand five hundred 
men, and five pieces of artillery, to march immediately for 
that purpose ; and it appears by Ibrahim Pacha’s report to 
the Vizier, that every arrangement had been made for the 
attack of Fort Lesbie on the morning of the I4th instant, 

when. 
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wlien it was discovered that the fort was evacuated, and the 
garrison had retired. 

I beg leave to inform your Lordship, that during the action 
of the i6th instant, myself and Major Hope of the Royal 
Artillery, were in the field with the Grand Vizier, Captain 
Lacey of the Royal Engineers with Meh^mraed Pacha, and 
Captain Leake of the Royal Artillery with Tahir Pacha, to 
render every assistance in our power. 

Tlie combined forces under Major General Hutchinson and 
the Captain Pacha are about five hours distance in the Delta, 
but are expected here in a day or two. I received a letter 
from the General this morning, who informs me he has taken 
a convoy of five hundred and fifty camels, and six hundred 
French prisoners. 

I have the honour to be, «&c. 

(Signed) Charles Holloway, 

Major Commandant, &c. 
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Appendix, No. 15. 

Copy of a Letter from Brigadier General I>oyle to 
Alaj or General Hutchinson, Commander in Chief 
of the British Army serving in Egypt, dated in the 
Desert, May l^th, 1801. 

Sir, 

I BEG leave to congratulate you upon the success of the 
enterprise which you did me the honour to entrust to my 
charge; and forward for your approbation the terms, on 
which the French commander surrendered his force, and the 
convoy accompanying it, to my detachment. Agreeably to 
your orders, I proceeded to the Desert, in pursuit of the 
enemy, which was stated by the Arabs to be 2000 men, with 
such of the dragoons as I could find in the camp, amounting 
to 250 men, leaving directions for the infantry of my brigade 
to follow with as much alacrity, as the heat of the weather 
and the deep sands would permit. I pressed forward with 
the cavalry as fast as I could, without blowing the horses, 
and after a chase of four hours in the Desert, I came up 
with the enemy, who had formed a hollow square, in the 
centre of which he had placed his convoy of 5 or 600 camels, 
with one four-pounder. As soon as we came near the French, 
they exchanged some shots with our flankers, when a flag 
of truce was sent in to them by that zealous and active 
officer, Major Wilson, of Hompesch's hussars, summoning 
them to surrender, otherwise they must abide the conse- 
quences of several columns moving upon them in different 
directions; after some consideration they agreed to surrender 

upon 


6# 


A P PEND I X. 


NO. 1 5. 


upon the enclosed terms, which I trust will meet your appro- 
bation. 

It is impossible to say too much of the zeal and persever- 
ance of the troops, who marched the whole day in the 
Desert, without provisions or water, persevering in their usual 
cheerfulness. 

I cannot express my obligations to Colonel Abercromby, 
for his animated zeal, and I consider the success of the 
enterprise as greatly owing to his activity and intelligence. 

LieutenantSutton, of the Minorca regiment, was extremely 
careful in encouraging a small party of Arabs to hang upon 
the enemy’s flanks, and in restraining their impetuosity 
during the parley. 

I thank you. Sir, for affording me the opportunity of 
manifesting my zeal for the service, which is all that 1 have to 
iboast. ; v ; 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 
(Signed) J. Doyle, Brigadier General. 

P. S. — A Return of the Prisoners and Stores, taken from the 
Enemy, is herewith enclosed. 

Cavalry. — 8 officers, 190 privates, horses 200, camels 660. 

Artillery. — 1 officer, 68 privates. 

Infantry. — 19 officers, 311 privates. 

Total 28 officers, 569 privates, 200 horses, 660 camels. 

N. B . — There were about 70 dromedaries, and one light 
four-pounder taken at the same time. , 
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Conditions accordees anx Troupes sous les Ordres dii 
Ch6f de Brigade Cavalier, commandant le Regiment 
de Dromadaires, charges de I’escorte d’un Convoi 
aliant d’Alexandrie an Kaire, qui se rendent aux 
Troupes Angioises commandes par le Brigadier Ge- 
neral Do3*le. 

Article l". — Les troupes recevront tons les honneurs de 
la guerre, les officiers conserveront leurs armes, et les sol- 
dats ne les deposeront qu^au Quartier General des troupes 
Angioises. 

Article 2'"'°. — Les officiers et les soldats seront conduits en 
Trance, libres de leurs personnes. 

Article 3'”®. — ^Tous les effets appartenans aux officiers, sol- 
dats et autres personnes ^ la suite de la colonne leuf seront 
conservds. 

Article 4'”'.-— II sera permis aux troupes Francoises d'en- 
voyer au Kaire et a Alexandrie pour cherclier les effets qui 
Inre appartiennent. 

Article Les officiers de sante, et employes ^ la suite 
de la colonne seront egalement envoy es en France. 

Article 6“'.— -Les chevaux, les cliameaux, et les effets des 
officiers leur seront conseiTes. 

(I) 
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Article 7“’®. — Tout ce qiii appartient au gouverneinent 
Franpois, sera r6mis au Commandant Anglois. 

Fait dans le ddsert A la hauteur du village de Commd- 
Scherif le 27 Floreal, an 9 de la R6publique Fran- 
poise, lApondant au 17 Mai, 1801. 

(Sign6) Cavalier, Chef de Brigade. 

J. Doyle, Brigadier-General., 

Approuvd par le General en Chef, 

(Sign6) J. H. Hutchinson, Major-General., 

TRAN SLAT ION. 

Conditions, on which the Troops under the Command' 
of the Chief of Brigade Cavalier, commanding the 
Regiment of Dromedaries,, escorting a Convoy going, 
to Cairo, sun’ender to the British Troops, commanded 
by Brigadier-General Doyle. 

Article 1st. — The troops shall receive all the honours of 
war, the oflScers shall retain their arms, and the soldiers 
shall not deposit theirs until their arrival at the British head 
quarters. 

Article 2nd.— -The officers and soldiers shall be sent to 
France, without being considered as prisoners. 

Article 3rd. — The officers, soldiers, and other persons with 
the column, shall keep all the etfects belonging to them. 
Article 4th.— -Permission shall be granted to the French 

troops 



troops to send to Cairo and Alexandria for such effects as 
belong to them. 

Article 5th. “—The medical officers, and other persons 
einplojed with the column, shall likewise be sent back to 
France. 

Article 6th. — -The officers shall keep all their horses, 
camels, and other effects. 

Article 7th. — - Every article belonging to the French 
government shall be given up to the British Commander. 

Done in the desert, on a line with the village of 
Commi-Cherif, the 27th of Floreal, 9th year of the 
French Republic, answering to the 1 7th of May, 
1801. 

(Signed) Cavaliee, Chief of Brigade. 

J. Doyle, Brigadier-General. 

Approved by the Major-General, commanding in Chief, 

(Signed) J. H. HuTCiiiNS05r. 

Appendix, No. 16. 


Copy of Lieut.-General Sir John Hely Hutchinson's 
Dispatch, concerning the Surrender of Grand 
Cairo. 

Head_ Qciarters^ Camp before Gizeli^ 
tlie 29th of June 1801, 

My Lord, 

The combined armies advanced on both sides of the river 
on the 2 1st instant. The British troops, and those of his 
Highness the Capitan Pacha, invested Gizeh on the left bank 

(12) of 
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of tlie Nile, whilst tlie army of his Highness the Grand 
Vizier moved forward, and took a position nearly within 
cannon shot of Cairo* On the gsd, in the morning, the 
enemy sent out a flag of truce, and informed me, that they 
wished to treat for the evacuation of'Cairo, and the forts there- 
unto belonging,, upon certain terms. After a negotiation of 
several days, which was conducted by Brigadier-General Hops 
with much judgment and ability, they agreed to surrender the 
town and. forts on the conditions which I have the honour to 
enclose. , We took possession of the gate of Gizeh yesterday 
evening, at five o’clock, and also of the fort of Sulkoski, on 
the Cairo side of the river. Hostages have been mutually 
exchanged, and the final evacuation will take place in about 
ten days. 1 should suppose that there are near six thousand 
troops of all kinds in the town ; but I s}^ak without a per- 
fect knowledge on the subject, as I have not yet received any 
returns. 

This has been a long and arduous service : the troops, from 
the great heat of the weather, the difficulty of the navigation 
of the river, and the entire want of roads in the country, 
have suffered a considerable degree of fatigue ; but both men 
and officers have submitted to it with the greatest patience, 
and have manifested a zeal for the honour of flis Majesty’s 
arms that is above all panegyric : the conduct of the soldiers 
has been orderly and exemplary ; and a discipline has been 
preserved, which would have done honour to any troops. I 
am extremely obliged to Lieut.-Colonel Anstrutber, Quarter- 
Master-General, for the great zeal and ability which he has 
shown, under very difficult circumstances, in forwarding the 
public service. From Generals Cradock and Doyle, who 
were the general officers employed, immediately under my 

orders. 
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orders, I have derived the greatest assistance, and I beg leave 
to recommend them as highly deserving of His Majesty’s 
favour. The exertions of Captain Stevenson, of the navy, have 
been extremely laborious and constant during this long march; 
they have done every thing, that was possible to forward our 
supplies ; and, indeed, without their powerful aid, it would 
have been impossible to have proceeded. Your Lordship will 
recollect, that the river is extremely low at this season of the 
year, the mouth of the Nile impassable for days together, 
and the distance from Rosetta to Cairo between 160 and 170 
miles. Captain Stevenson has been ably supported by Captains 
Morrison, Curry, and H^dlier, who were employed under 
him. The service in which they have been engaged has not 
been a brilliant one, butT hope it vdll be recollected it has 
been most useful, and has required constant vigilance and 
attention ; it has lasted now for many weeks; the labour has 
been excessive, and the fatigue greater than I can express. 
This dispatch will be delivered to you by my Aide-de-Camp, 
Major Montresor, who has been in the most intimate habit 
of confidence with me since my arrival in Egypt, and will be 
able to give your Lordship, a most perfect account of the 
situation of affairs in this country. I. beg leave to recommend 
him to your Lordship’s protection, as an officer of merit, and 
highly deserving of His Majesty’s favour. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signedj J. H. Hutchinsqf, 

Major-General. 
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Convention for the Evacuation of Egypt by the French 
and Auxiliary Troops, under the Command of the 
General of Division Be'liard, concluded between 
Brigadier General Hope, on the Part of the Com- 
mander in Chief of the British Army in Egypt, Osman 
Bey, on the Part of his Highness the Grand Vizier, 
and Isaac Bey, on the Part of his Highness the 
Gapoutan Pacha; the Citizens Dongelot, General 
of Brigade, Morand, General of Brigade, and 
Tarayre, Chief of Brigade, on the Part of the General 
of Division Be'liard, commanding a Body of French 
and Auxiliary Troops. The Commissioners above 
named having met and conferred, after the Exchange 
of their respective Powers, have agreed upon the fol- 
lowing Articles ; 

Article 1st. — The French forces of every description, and 
die auxiliary troops under the command of the General of 
Division Beliard, shall evacuate the city of Cairo, the citadel, 
the forts of Boulac, Gizeh, and all that part of Egypt which 
they now occupy.^ ^ 

Article 2nd. — ^The French and auxiliary troops shall retire 
by land to Rosetta, proceeding by the left bank of the Nile, 
with their arms, baggage, field artillery, and ammunition, to 
be there embarked and conveyed to the French ports of the 
Mediterranean, with their arms, artillery, baggage, and 
1 effects. 



effects, at the expense of tlie allied powers. The embarkation 
of the said French and auxiliary troops shall take place as 
soon as possible, but at the latest within fifteen days from the 
date of the ratification of the present convention. It is 
also agreed, that the said troops shall be conveyed to the 
French ports above mentioned by the most direct and expe- 
ditious route. 

Article 3rd. — From the date of the signature and the ratifi- 
cation of the present convention, hostilities shall cease on both 
sides. The fort of Sulkosky, and the gate of the pyramids, 
of the town of Gizeh, shall be delivered up to the allied army. 
The line of advanced posts of the armies respectively shall be 
fixed by commissioners, named for this purpose, and the most 
positive orders shall be given, that these shall not be en- 
croached upon, in order to avoid all disputes; and if any shall 
arise, they are to be determined in an amicable manner. 

Article 4th.' — ^Twelve days after the ratification of the pre- 
sent convention, the city of Cairo, the citadel, the forts, and 
the town of Boulac, shall be evacuated by the French and 
auxiliary troops, who will retire to Ibrahim Bey, the isle of 
Rodha, and it’s dependencies, the fort of Lequoi, and Gizeh, 
whence they shall depart as soon as possible, and at the latest 
in five days to proceed to the places of embarkation. The 
Generals commanding the British and Ottoman armies con- 
sequently engage, that means shall be furnished, at their 
charge, for conveying the French and auxiliary troops as 
soon as possible from Gizeh. 

Article 5th. — The march and encampment of the French 
and auxiliaiy troops shall be regulated by the Generals of 

the 
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the respective armies, or by officers named by eacli party; 
but it is clearly understood, that, according to this article, the 
days of march and of encampment shall be fixed by the 
Generals of the combined aimies, and consequently the said 
French and auxiliary troops shall be accompanied on tlieir 
inarch by English and Turkish commissaries, instructed to 
furnish the necessary provision during the continuance of 
their route. 

Article € til.— The baggage, ammunition, and other articles 
transported by water, shall be escorted by French detachments, 
and by armed boats belonging to the allied powers. 

Article 7th. — The French and auxiliary troops shall be 
subsisted from the period of their departure from Giaelito the 
time of their embarkation, conformably to the regulation of 
the French army; and from the day of their embarkation to 
that of their landing in France, agreeably to the naval 
regulations of England. 

Article 8th. — The military and naval commanders of the 
British and Turkish forces shall provide vessels for conveying 
to the French ports of the MediteiTanean the French and 
auxiliary troops, as ivell as all French and other persons 
employed in the service of the army. Every thing relative to 
this point, as well as in regard to subsistence, shall be regulated 
by commissaries named for this purpose by the General of 
Division Beliard, and by the naval and military Commanders 
in Cliief of the allied forces. As soon as the present con- 
vention shall be ratified, these commissaries shall proceed 
to Rosetta or to Aboukir, in order to make every necessary 
preparation for the embarkation.' 

Article 



NO. .17. 


APPENDIX. *^7S 

Article 9tli. — The allied powers shall provide four vessels 
{or more if possible) fitted for the conveyance of horses, water 
casks, and forage sufficient for the voyage. 

Article lOth. — The French and auxiliary troops will be 
provided by the allied powers with a sufficient convoy for 
their safe return to France. After the embarkation of the 
French troops, tlie allied powers pledge themselves, that to 
the period of their arrival on the continent of the French 
Republic, they shall not be in the least molested ; and on his 
part the General of Division B61iard, and the troops under 
his command, engage that no act ofhostility shall be by them, 
committed, during the said period, against the fleet or territo- 
ries of his Britannic Majesty, of the Sublime Porte, or of their 
allies. The vessels employed in conveying and escorting the 
said troops, or other French subjects, shall not touch at anj 
other than a French port, except in cases of absolute necessity. 
'File commanders of the British, Ottoman, and French troops 
enter reciprocally into the like engagements during the 
period that the French troops remain in Egypt, from the 
ratification of the present convention to the moment of their 
embarkation. The General of Division Beliard, commanding 
the French and auxiliary troops, on the part of his govern- 
ment engages, that the vessels employed for their convey- 
ance and protection shall not be detained in the French 
ports after the disembarkation of the troops; and that thfeir 
commanders shall be at liberty to purchase, at their own 
expense, the provision which may be necessary for enabling 
them to return. General Beliard also engages, on the part of 
his government, that the said vessels shall not be molested 
on their return to the ports of the allied powers, provided 

(K) they 
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they do not attempt, or are made subservient to, any military 
operation. 

Article 1 ith.-— All the administrations, the members of the 
commission of arts and sciences, and in short every person 
attached to the French array, shall enjoy the same advantages 
as the military. All the members of the said administrations, 
and of the commission of arts and sciences, shall also carry 
with them not only all the papers relative to their mission, 
but also their private papers, as well as all other articles which 
have reference thereto. 

Article 1 2 th. — All inhabitants of Egypt, of Avhatever na- 
tion they may be, who wish to follow the French troops, shall 
be at liberty so to do; nor shall their families, after their 
departure, be molested, or their goods confiscated. 

Article i sth. — No inhabitant of Egypt, of whatever reli- 
gion, who may not wish to follow the French troops, shall 
suffereither in person or property, on account of the connexion 
he may have entered into with the French during their conti- 
nuance in Egypt, provided he conforms to the laws of the 
country. 

Article 1 4th.— 'The sick, who cannot bear removal, shall be 
placed in an hospital, and attended by French medical and 
other attendants, until their recovery, when they shall be sent 
to France on the same conditions as the troops. The com- 
manders of the allied armies engage to provide all the 
articles, that may appear really necessary for this hospital ; 
the advances to be made on this account shall be repaid by 
the French government. 

Article 15th. At the period when the towns and forts 
mentioned in the present convention shall be delivered up, 

commissaries 
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commissaries shall be named for receiving the ordnance, 
ammunition, magazines, papers, archives, plans, and other 
public effects, which the French shall leave in possession of 
the allied powers. 

Article l6th. — A vessel shall be provided as soon as pos- 
sible the naval commanders of the allied powers, in order 
to convey to Toulon an officer and a commissioner, charged 
with the conveyance of the present convention to the French 
government. 

Article i7th.— Eveiw difficulty or dispute, that may arise, 
respecting the execution of the present convention, shall be 
determined in an amicable manner by commissioners named 
on each part. 

Article l Sth. ---Immediately after the ratification of the 
present convention all the English or Ottoman prisoners at 
Cairo shall be set at liberty, and the Commanders in Chief of 
the allied powers shall in like manner release the French 
prisoners in their respective camps. 

Article 19th. — Officers of rank from the English army, 
from his Highness the Supreme Vizier, and from his Highness 
the Capoutan Pacha, shall be exchanged for a like number 
of French officers of equal rank, to serve as hostages for the 
execution of the present treaty. As soon as the French 
troops shall be landed in the ports of France, the hostages 
shall be reciprocally released. 

Article 20 th.— -The present convention shall be carried 
and communicated by a French officer to General Menouat 
Alexandria, and he shall be at liberty to accept of it for the 
French and auxiliary forces (both naval and military) which 
may be with him at the above mentioned place, provided his 
acceptance of it shall be notified to the General commanding 
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the EngUsh troops before Alexandria within ten 'days from 
die date of the communication being made to him. 

Article 2 1st.-— The present convention shall be ratified by 
the Commanders in Chief of the respective armies within 
twenty-four hours after the signature thereof. 

Signed in quadraplicate, at the place of conference 
between the two armies, the 27th of June 1801, or 
of the Siege of Saffar, I2i6, or the 8th Messidor, 
9th year of the Trench Republic. 

(Signed) J. Hope, Brigadier-General. 
Osman Bey. 

Isaac Bey. 

Donzeeot, General de Brigade. 
Tarayee, Chef de Brigade. 

Approved and ratified the present convention at Cairo, 
the 9th Messidor, ninth year of the French Republic. 

(Signed) BeTiard, General de Division. 

Approved. 

(Signed) J. H. FIutchinson, 
Commander in Chief. 

We have approved the articles of the present convention 
for the evacuation of Egypt, and it’s surrender to the Ottoman 
Forte. .• 

(Signed) Hhadjy Yousoup Zia, Vizier. 

Husseyn, Capoutan D6rya, 
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The following is General Be'liard’s official Statement 
of the Fall of Cairo, giving a very fair Account of 
every Event previous to the Surrender, 

Cairo the 30tli of June 1801, 

After the General in Chief Menou and the army had 
departed for Ab'oukir, 1 remained on the 1 2th of I^Iarch in the 
centre of this country, with a body of 2553 men to defend 
Egypt, the city of Cairo, and it’s district, against the Grand 
Vizier’s army, Avhich was approaching through the deserts of 
Syria, and the English troops which arrived at Cosseir and 
Suez from India. It was known, besides, that many of the 
enemy’s ships were in the Eed Sea, off Gedda. A part of 
the troops under n>y command garrisoned the castle, the 
towers of the wails of Cairo, the places of Gizeh, Old Cairo, 
and Bulac. There remained with me a reserve of 485 men, 
who bad to do duty in the place, collect corn and provision, 
protect the several convoys of the army, oppose the Vizier’s 
troops, and manoeuvre before them when they should appear, 
in order to give time to the Commander in Chief to put the 
English to the ■ route, and come with all his forces against the 
Turks. On the 15th I wrote to General Donzelot, who had 
been left at Siut, to evacuate Upper Egypt, and come to 
Cairo with his troops by forced mai*«hef, I also desired 
Murad Bey (who faithfully observed the treaties) to occupy 
Siut and Minieh, prevent the tranquUlity of the country from 
being disturbed, and send us corn. I likewise directed the 

Commanders 


Commanders of Minieh and Benezoef to collect vessels, and 
send us as much corn as possible to Cairo, as our granaries 
were almost empty. On the 25th I heard of the unfortunate 
battle of the 2 1 st, and from that day no hopes remained of 
compelling the English army to reembark. There was still a 
resource left, that of detaining them in the sands of Aboukir, 
preventing the Vizier’s invasion, and the reunion of the two 
hostile armies. The Commander in Chief retreated to Alex- 
andria with his own force, and ordered an intrenched camp 
to be formed, and the place to be put into a state of de- 
fence. In compliance with his orders Salahieh and Belbeis were 
quitted by all those who could be of no use for their defence, 
and both places being well supplied wdth stores, I directed a 
part of them to be brought to Cairo. On the 4th of April, in 
conformity to orders received from the Commander in Chief, 
I gave directions to the Commanders of Salahieh and Belbeis 
to evacuate those places, collecting all the ammunition and 
provision within their reach, previously blowdngup the castles, 
and leaving them in such a state that the enemy could make 
no use of them, as soon as they should hear that consider- 
able forces were proceeding from Syria into Egypt. The 
Turkish army was already known to be on it’s march. On 
the 6th I was joined by a reinforcement of 5 70 men, brought 
by General Donzelot from Upper Egypt. The plague was 
making a dreadful havock among the inhabitants and gar- 
rison of Cairo. On the llth I heard of the capture of 
Rosetta, and the arrival of the Ottoman army at Salahieh: 
the garrison of the latter place, and those of. Belbeis and 
Birket-el-Hadg6, repaired to Cairo, where they arrived on the 
14th. I gave orders also to the garrison of Suez to come to 
Gairo, effecting their retreat through the valley of Estravio. I 
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was also informed, tliatDamietta liad been evacuated, and that 
there remained 200 men to garrison Xesbe and the castles oh 
the coast. In this manner seeing the Cliarki6 invaded, one 
of the arms of the Nile open to the enemy, and another on 
the eve of being so ; the loyalty of the Mainalukes, who could 
be depended upon from Murad Bey's character, now became 
doubtful from his death and our defeats; I took the only 
course left me in such extremity, that of fortitying the 
precincts of Cairo, to put myself into so respectable a state as 
iniuht deter the enemy from advancing against us, till they 
had collected very powerful forces. The Vizier, who retarded 
his march, had stopped at Salahieh and Belbe is, there to form 
magazines, set his army in order, and increase it wdth Arabs, 
Mamalukes, and natives of the country. At that time I heard 
that the General of Division Lagrange covered Rahmanieh 
with a body of 3900 men, who joined together on the I6th, 
which increased ray means of exertion and hopes. It might, 
perhaps, have been advantageous to unite our two bodies, • 
and attack the Vizier, when he was just emerging from the 
desert, and before he could have set his troops in order, to 
gain influence in the country, and raise it against him; but 
General Lagrange was ordered to cover Rahmanieh, and 
never thought of abandoning it, till compelled to do so by the 
English army and Gapoutan Pacha’s troops, in an obstinate 
action which lasted the whole of the 9th of May, and on the 
1 3th he arrived at Cairo with his corps. I “was also informed, 
that the dyke of lake Maadie had been broken, and that 
the water introduced into the lake Mareotis rendered the 
communication between Alexandria and Rahmanieh very 
difficult. At last I was made acquainted wnth the English 
having anived at Suez. Scarcely had I been joined by Ge- 
neral 


iieral Lagrange’s troops, when I thought it necessary, before 
the English army drew near Cairo, that I should proceed to 
Belbeis, in order to reconnoitre the enemy, dive into their 
projects, attack them, and see whether there was any possi- 
bility to drive them back to Salahieh. In effect, on the 14th 
I selected the small body which was to be entrusted with the 
defence of Cairo, under General Alraeras s orders, and on the 
1 5th I marched out with the rest of the troops, commanded 
by the Generals of Division Lagrange and Robin. We spent 
the night of that day in Ehneneyer, liaving driven away a 
few detachments of the enemy we met with. On the I6'th, 
at daybreak, I was preparing to proceed to Belbeis, when 
our enemies presented themselves, advancing towards us with 
artillery. I marched against theni, occupying the heights of 
the desert to the east of Elmeneyer. 1 send you a separate 
account of this engagement, which lasted till noon. On 
seeing that the enemy retreated to another quarter, and 
abandoned their post, when I went to attack them ; that they 
were obstinately bent upon not evacuating Egypt ; and that 
by attacking them in this manner, I spent my ammunition, 
and lost my people, without the least utility: dreading on the 
other hand, lest a pretty considerable number of horse, which 
had disappeared that morning after a very warm attack, 
should have gone to Cairo; considering, besides, that the 
English and Capoutan Pacha’s ti’oops might have followed 
General Lagrange, and actually be within one or two days 
march of Cairo ; I resolved to trace my way back, in order 
tjo defend the Nile, raise batteries, fortify Gizeh, and 
protect, as much as possible, the whole of our immense line. 
On my return to Cairo, General Almeras acquainted me, 
th^t he had sent several expresses to announce the anival 
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of the Eiiglisliand Capoutan Pacha at Terrane. Surrounded 
by three numerous armies, which -vrere daily reinforced by 
natives of the country, Arabs and Mamalukes (for all those 
of Upper Egypt listed themselves under the Capoutan Pacha’s 
banners) and also by inhabitants of Asia, allured by hopes of 
plunder, I had to defend the city of Cairo, the inhabitants of 
which, if they should side with the enemy against us, could 
have supplied 25 or 30000 men. The line of circumvallation 
of our camps occupied an extent of 12600 toises. I had 
no cash. The monies gathered since the departure of the 
army are due to the general and private officers, and the people 
employed in the army, who, being requested so to do, lent 
their money to defray the expenses of the troops. We like- 
wise derived some supply from ordinary and extraordinary 
contributions, and from the mint. We had but a scanty 
supply of provision, and ammunition for the artillery was 
very scarce; stores, gunpowder, and gun carnages must have 
been collected, intrenchments raised. See. Alexandria was 
like an island of very difficult access, and with it I had 
not had any kind of intercourse for twenty two days. I 
revolved in my mind whether we could retreat to Upper 
Egypt; but that eou-ntr^^ attentively examined, offered no 
military post. I had but few means of transport, and it was 
not to be hoped, that the enemy would allow me time to 
prepare my retreat. In no city were to be found coiiveni- 
encies to erect an arsenal, or stores for the works I had to 
undertake: and, on the other hand, a dreadful plague was 
raging in that country. We might have retreated to Da- 
mietta, but, from the accounts I had received, that city and 
the place of Lesbie were in the hands of the Ottoman army, 
andihadnot asufficiency of ammunition to gain two battles. 

(L) Both 


Both generals, officers, and soldiers employed themselves 
in digging ditches, and entrenchments were raised and guns 
mounted. Our position looked respectable on all sides, and 
we were supposed to be so strong, that the enemy fancied 
they must, before they could get into Cairo, open their way 
through ids ruins and heaps of slain. The inhabitants of 
Cairo persuaded themselves, that the least rebellious motion 
against us wmuld prove the signal of death for their Chiefs, 
who were in custody, and of destruction for their city. It 
was known, that we were all determined to perish, or dictate 
the terms of our retreat ; and therefore all the motions of the 
enemy were very slow, they proceeded with the greatest 
caution, and they would not approach us till after uniting very 
powerful means. This served to give us time, and enable us 
to receive the instructions nf the Commander in Chief, from 
whom I had not heard for forty-five days. On the 13 th of 
Junea detachment of Dromedaries arrived, and! got a letter, 
but without instructions concerning the line of conduct I was 
to pursue in these critical circumstances. I sent the detach- 
ment back, to inform the General in Chief of our situation, 
with which he seemed to be unacquainted. On the 20th we 
saw ourselves completely surrounded by the combined armies, 
and all communication from without cut off. On the follow-: 
ing days the enemy drove in some of our advanced posts, 
and began to raise batteries. They had formed a bridge of 
boats in the villages of Chaubrat, and a body of troops was 
coming down from Upper Egypt. On the 22d a suspension 
of arms was agreed upon. On the 23d a conference took 
place between three French officers, and an equal number of 
those of the combined armies. On the 24th we proposed 
the terms of our retreat. On the grth they were accepted, 
'7 ' ■ and 
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and ratified on tlie 28tli. Our lines of circumv'allation could 
not be defended against an assault, on account of their 
immense extent, and the weakness of several points. We 
had scarcely 150 rounds for each gun; and the inhabitants of 
Cairo in our rear, no longer getting provision from the 
country, would certainly, in case of attack, have concerted 
their measures with the besiegers. Our lines being carried, 
the troops could not have retreated to the castle without 
much difficulty; every thing must have been left behind. 
Our resistance, the quantity of our provision considered, 
might have lasted between twenty and twenty-five days ; 
but then there remained no hope of being admitted to ne- 
gotiate; we must forcibly suiTender at discretion, and comply 
with the enemy’s orders. What capitulation could we have 
expected from two Turkish armies, masters of Egypt and 
Cairo? Would the English have been able to keep them 
within bounds? However, we should have taken this course, 
if any means of communication with France or any hopes 
of assistance had been left us. You must have been ac- 
quainted, for eight months past, with General Abercromby's 
expedition ; you have done whatever lay in your power for 
the brave soldiers of Egypt, whom you regard as your children, 
You sent Gantheaume with 5000 men; if he could have 
arrived in time, our situation would have been quite difierent. 
He could not join us, and all our exertions have been of no 
avail. For these four months we have defended every inch 
of ground. Our situation is not unknown to you; and you 
have undoubtedly done every thing to better it, but nothing 
arrived. What could we expect? I shall bestow no encomiums 
either on the generals, chiefs, officers, or soldiers. 'I hese 
warriors, covered with wounds, put to the rout, under your 

(n s ) . . , ; ^ , , -osi-ders, 
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orders, five Austrian armies in Italy, and conquered Egypt. 
They have been struggling these three years with the want of 
all necessaries, with the plague, and the united exertions of 
Europe and Asia. You know every one of them ; they have 
constantly shown themselves worthy of their former com- 
mander. You will find annexed the plan of the military 
district of Cairo. Look at it, and let your attention be 
directed to the situation of the troops, and the stock of our 
ammunition and cash. Read also the statements of the Chief 
Engineer and Commandant of Artillery. 

(Signed) Be'liard. 
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Extract from the General Orders, July the 1 4th, 1801. 

Lieutenant-General Sir John Hely Hutchinson has received 
His Majesty's orders, to return the generals, officers, and sol- 
diers of the army His thanks for the brilliant services they 
have rendered to their country, and for the manner in which 
they sustained and increased the honour of the British name, 
and the glory of the British arms. 

You landed in Egypt to attack an enemy your superiourin 
numbers, provided with a formidable body of cavalry and 
artillery, accustomed to the climate, flushed with former 
victory, and animated by a consciousness of hard and well- 
earned renown. 

Notwithstanding these advantages, you have constantly 
seen a warlike and a victorious enemy flee before jmu, and you 
are now in possession of the capital. 


Such 
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Such are the effects of order, discipline, and obedience; 
without which even courage itself must be unavailing, and 
success can be but momentary; such also are the incitements, 
which ought to induce you to persevere in a conduct, which 
has led you to victory, has acquired you the applause of your 
Sovereign, the thanks of Parliament, and the gratitude of 
your Country. 

To such high authorities it would be superfluous in me to 
add any testimony; but be assured, that your services and 
conduct have made the deepest impression on my heart, and 
never can be eradicated from my memory. 

During the course of this arduous undertaking you have 
suffered some privations, which you have borne with the firm- 
ness of men, and with the spii'it of soldiers. 

On such painful occasions, no man has ever felt more sen- 
sibly than I have done ; but you yonrselves must know, that 
they are the natural consequences’ and effect of war, %yhich 
no human prudence can obviate. Every exertion has been 
made to diminish their extent and duration; they have ceased, 
and, I hope, are never likely to return. 

Nothing now remains to terminate your glorious career, 
but the final expulsion of the French from Egypt; an event 
which your country anticipates, and a service which, to such 
troops as you are, can neither be doubtful nor difficult. 

The prevalence of contrary winds has prevented the ariival 
of ships from England with money ; your pay has been in 
arrear : but this inconvenience is nowyat an end, and every 
thing that is due shall be put in a course of payment, and 
discharged as soon as possible. 
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Orders issued by Major General Coot e to the Division 
of the Army under his Command, before Alexandria, 
previous to it’s Junction with that under the imme- 
diate Orders of Lieutenant-General Sir John H. 
Hutchinson, K. b. 

ALGvG.O. ■ 

Camp, before Alexandria, the and of August, 1801 . 

Previous to the junction of the part of the army under 
the immediate command of Lieutenant-General Sir John 
H. Hutchmson with this division, Major-General Coote feels 
himself bound to express, in the strongest manner, his best 
thanks for the zeal, activity, and attention shown by the 
troops, seamen, and marines under his command upon all 
occasions. 

He therefore takes this opportunity of testifying to them 
how much he feels himself obliged, for the readiness and 
alacrity with which they have at all times obeyed, and even 
anticipated, any wish or order, which it may have been ne- 
cessary to issue. 

It will always be with much pleasure, that the General will 
bear testimony of the uniform good conduct and behaviour 
of the troops he has had the honour to command, during a 
long and harassing period of three months, which must re- 
flect the highest credit upon every individual. 
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Copy of a Letter from Major-General Coot e to the 
Officer commanding the 2 f)th Regiment of Light 
Dragoons. 

Camp before Alexandria, August the 2d, 1801. 

Sir, 


In addition to the orders of this day, I think it incumbent 
upon me to express to you, in a particular manner, the high 
sense I entertain of the honourable conduct of the regiment 
under your command, during a long and fatiguing period of 
three months, in which time all the cavalry duties of the 
advanced piquets fell to their lot. 

Their constant vigilance and steady behaviour as vedettes 
must ever reflect the greatest credit upon the 26th dragoons; 
and I beg you will have the goodness to make known to the 
corps my warm approbation, and best thanks for their good 
behaviour, of which I shall always be happy to bear testi- 
mony. 

(Signed) Eyee Coote, 

, Major-General. 
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As>[>eiidix, No. 22. — New Arraugemeut for Bkigading the Army under Lieut.-General 
Sir John Okly Hutchinson, k. b.; Camp near Alexandria, the 9th of August, 1 Sou. 


Alajor-General Coote, Second in Command. 


BRIGADES. 

IIEGOIENTS 

auii 

CORPS. 

Effective 
Rank and 
File. 

TOTAL STRENGTH. 

1 r i ix^'\ i ! e o f G u ur d s : ^ 

.!\Ir.ijor~(.jciL Earl of Cayaii. 

Coldstream Guards 
3rd Regt. .Ditto 

552 

■ 500 

Brigade-Major 'Carej. ■ 
1142. 

ist Brigade:- 

TtielloiL IM ajor-li ea.LuclloW'.. 

25tli Regiment - 
27th, 1st Battalion 
27tb, 2nd Ditto - 
44th Regiment - 

526 

5 ; 3 S 

4115 

334 

Brigade-M ajor Ramsay,-^ 
1863. 

f2i.,id' Brigade: 

The Hull. Major-Gen* Finclu. 

end Bat. Royal 
26th Regiment - 
,54thj> 1st Battalion 
54th^ 2nd Ditto - 

352 

438 

381 

384 

Brigade-M ajor rojiham . 
1555 - 

3r(E or Foreign Brigade: 
Brigader-Geueral StewarL 

Stuart’s Regiment 
De Roll’s l)i tto - 
Dillon’s Ditto - - 
Wutteyille’s Ditto 

6 qo 

383 

393 

i 572 

! 

Brigade-M ajor - ' Missett. 
2038. 

4th Brigade; 

ThcHou. Brigad.-Gen.Hope. 

8 th Regiment - 
iSth Ditto - - 
79th Ditto - - 
aoth Ditto - - - 

285 ' 

293 

434 

437 

Brigade- jMajor M'Kcnzie. 
1449 - 

, % ' ■ '■ ■ ■ ■ " 

5th Brigade: 

Brigadier-General Doyle. 

30th Regiment - 
50th Ditto - - 
89 th Ditto - - - 
92 nd Ditto 

269 

337 

311 

414 

Brigade-Major Sutton. 

1331- 

6th Brigade: 
Brigadicr-Geiierai Blake. 

2othj 1st Battalion 
20th, end Ditto - 
24th Regiment - 
Ancient Irish - - 

604 

484 

438 

420 

Brigade-M ajor Chatterton. 
1946. 

■■ ■ ReseiTe: 
Major-General Moore^ 
Brigadier-General Oakes. 

2iidy or QueeiTs 
28th Regiment - 
42ud .Ditto - - 
5 . 8 th Ditto - - - 

40th Flank Comp. 
23rd Regiment - 
Rifle Corps - - 

Chasseurs Britanniques 

Corsican Rangers 

327 

338 

490 

238 

146 

343 

397 

595 

60 

Brigade-Major Groves. 
Ditto - « Bowles. 

2934. 

Grand Total - 14258, 
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MAJOR-GENERAL COOTE’S ORDERS. 

i6th August. 

The several brigades under the orders of Major-General 
Goote will give in embarkation returns as soon as possible to 
Captain Farquharson, Acting Adjutant-General. 

The troops will on no account whatever load in the boats, 
they will keep the utmost silence, and in every particular 
observe the same regularity and good order as they have done 
on all former occasions. 

The debarkation of the troops will take place as follows ; 

Rifle corps, brigade of guards, Major-General Finch’s, and 
Major-General Ludlow’s. 

The rifle corps will, as soon as landed, occupy the heights 
in their front. 

Major Cookson will make the necessary arrangements for 
the artillery, attaching two field pieces to each brigade in 
the first instance, and disembark the remainder as soon as he 
possibly can. 

The general officers will order a certain portion of men to 
assist in drawing the guns. 

The soldiers will carry four days provisions ready cooked, 
agreeably to the orders of yesterday, and one day’s spirits will 
be issued, the other three to be carried in breakers in charge 
of the Quarter-Masters of corps. 

Commanding officers of regiments will issue the strictest 
orders, to be particularly careful of the water, and each man 
to embark with his canteen filled. 

The quarter and rear guards, also a picquet of a Captain 
and 50 rank and file, to be warned previous to the embark- 
ation of the troops by each corps. 

(M) 


The 
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August 17. Camp upon the Heights near Marabout. 

The troops will occupy the ground that will be pointed out 
to them to night at four o’clock by the Deputy Quarter-Master- 
General. 

Each brigade will furnish a field officer for picquet. The 
troops will lie upon their arms during the night. The 2d 
battalion of the 54th regiment will remain on the beach. 

Water is found on the left of the 27th regiment. The troops 
willbe underarms to morfowmorning at half past three o’clock. 

August 2 near Alexandria. . 

Major-General Coote is highly pleased with the conduct 
of the whole of the troops in the affair of this day ; he is most 
particularly happy in this opportunity of expressing his 
warmest feelings for the support he has received from the 
general officers under his command; they will be pleased to » 
accept his best acknowledgments, for the regularity and pre- 
cision with which they each led their respective columns. 
The brunt of the day fell on the artillery under the command 
of Major Cookson, and the advanced corps, who used every 
exertion, and showed much discipline. 

The assistance the Major-General has received from Lieu- 
tenant-Colonelpuncan, Deputy Quarter-Master-Genera], and 
Captain Farquharson, Assistant Adjutant-General, upon every 
occasion, calls for the General’s most perfect approbation. 

August 23d. 

Major-General Coote has great pleasure to express his 
best thanks to Lieutenant-Colonel Darby, and first battalion 
5 4th regiment, for their unremitting zeal and attention during 
the attack on the fort of Marabout, which so considerably 
accelerated it’s fall: to Major Cookson, and the officers of the 
Royal Artillery under his command ; also to Captain Ford, 
Chief Engineer, the Major-General feels himself much in- 
debted for their effectual exertions, and judicious arrangements. 
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Letter from Major-General Cradock to Lieutenant- 
General Sir J.H. Hutchinson. 

Alexandria Camp, August the 17 th, 1801. 

Sir, 

I have the greatest pleasure in reporting to your Ex- 
cellency, that the conduct of Brigadier-General Doyle's 
brigade, in the execution of your orders this day, did them 
infinite credit, and gave further proof of the highest dis- 
cipline. 

Brigadier-General Doyle, though not recovered from 
severe illness, hastened forward from Rosetta, on the rumour 
of an intended movement to join his brigade, and made 
every necessary and judicious arrangement. 

By Brigadier-General Doyle's a.rrival yesterday. Colonel 
Spencer lost the temporary command of the brigade, but 
he would not relinquish his expectation of service, and I 
placed him in the command of the 30th regiment, destined 
for the attack of the more important redoubt on the right. 

In the course of the day a lucky opportunity arose, wherein 
this regiment greatly distinguished themselves. 

As the troops, after the possession of the Green-Hill, were 
separately covering themselves from the fire of, the enemy’s 
batteries, five columns of the French, amounting to about 
600 men, and double the strength of the 30th Regiment^ 
issued rapidly from their works, and attacked them even to 
a charge. The SOth regiment, with Colonel Lockhart at their 
head, and by the example of Colonel Spencer, returned the 
charge in the most gallant manner, and drove them back 
into their works with loss, and capture of some prisoners. • 

k have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) J. F. Ceadock:, 
Major-General. 

His Excellency Lieutenant-General 
Sir J. H. Hutchinson. 

(m a) 
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Appenclix, No. 25.~ RETURN of the Troops to the Westward of Alexandria^ commanded 
bj Alajor-General Coote. —Camp, West of Alexandria, the 23rd of Aiignst, 1801 ■ 


BRIGADES, 

and by whom commanded. 

REGIMENTS 

and 

CORPS. 

Effecti%^e 

Rank&File 

DEPARTMENTS. 

Brigade of Guards : 
Major-Gen. Earl of Cavan, 

Coldstream Guards 
3rd Regt. Ditto 

501 

619 

Quarter-Master-Generals': 

Deputy, Lieut.-Col. Duncan*. , 
Assistant, Captain Brownrigg* 
Ditto, Lieut. Coffin, 

1120 

i8t Brigade: 
Major-General Ludlow’s. 

25th Regiment - 
27th, 1st Battalion 
27th, 2nd Ditto - 
44th Regiment - 

448 

508 

418 

307 

Adjutant-General : ^ ^ 
Assistant, Capt. Farquharson., 

i68i 

Engineers : 

Captain Ford, commanding*. 
Lieutenant Graham. 
’.'Lieutenant Kennett. 

Assistant,. Lieut Harrison, 
Ditto - ...... Leonard. 

2nd Brigade: ' 

Major-General Finches, 

24tli Regiment - 
sCth Ditto - - 
g4tbi 1 St Battalion 
S4lh> 2ttd Ditto - 

389 

362 

424 

374 

1549 

6th Brigade: 

Brigadier-Gen. Blake’s, com- 
manded by Col, Spencer. 

20th, 1 St Battalion 
20th, 2nd Ditto - 
Ancient Irish - - 

547 

477 

289 

Medical Staff; 

Ralph Green, Inspector of 
Hospitals. 

Alexander Grant, Surgeon, 

L. Parker, - - Ditto, 

— H.pp - -t J 

Reynolds,} 

1313 

Lieut.-Cplonel Schoedde. 

Rifle Corps - - 

260 

Major Moore. 

Total Infantry - 

26th Light Drag. 

5923 1 

103 

Commissariat ; 
Assistant, Commis. Bennatt. 

Major Cookson. 

Royal Artillery - 

146 


N. B. The Brigade commanded by Colonel Spencer, the Rifle Corps, and the De- 
tachment of Cavalry, were not present at the landing on the a 7th of August, — The 
Cavalry, and 174 Men of the Rifle Corps under the Command of Captain Perpoucher, 
acted with the Western Division on the 22nd of August. — Colonel Spencer, with his Bri- 
gade and the remainder of the Rifle Corps, joined on the 23rd of August, 


Ordnance intended to have been employed to the W^estvvard of Alexandria, the 
‘ ' Night following the Commencement of the Armistice : 


Ten 24-Pountlers... 

Two 3 2- Ditto, medium, 
" Two 12-Ditto, light. 

■ -Six: :6-Ditto,;,Ditto.:;: : 


'Two'^ lO-Ihcli'.'Mortarg,,:. ■" 
Two 8-Inch Ditto. 
Four 5|-Inch Ditto. 

Two 8-Irich Howitzers, 
Two 5f-Inch Ditto. 
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Copies of Major-General Coote’s Letters to General 
Hutchinson, as published at the end of the official 
Dispatch concerning the Fall of Alexandria. 


Sir,. 


Camp, West of Alexandria, 
August the 23d, 3801. 


Captain Cochrane, with six sloops of war, liaving entered 
into the western harbour of Alexandria on the evenins; of the 
2 1st instant, and anchored on my left flank, 1 immediately 
determined to move forward, and take as advanced a position 
near the town of Alexandria, as prudence and security would 
permit.. 

The necessary arrangements having been made in the morn- 
ing of the 22nd, the troops advanced against the enemy, 
who was strongly posted upon a ridge of high hills, having^ his 
right flank secured by two heavy guns, and his left by two 
batteries containing three more, with many field pieces placed 
in the intervals of his line. 

The army moved through the sandhills in three columns, 
the Guards forming two upon the right near the lake, and 
Major-General Ludlow’s brigade the third upon the left,^ 
having the first battahon of the 27th regiment in advance. 
Major-General Finch’s brigade composed a reserve, and was 
destined to give it’s support wherever it might be required. 
In this manner, having our field artillery with the advanced 
guard, the troops continued to move forward with the greatest 
coolness and regularity,, under a very heavy fire of cannon 
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and small arms, forcing the enemy to retreat constantly before 
them, and driving them to their present position within the 
walls of Alexandria. Majors-General Ludlow, Earl of Cavan, 
and Finch, upon this, as upon all other occasions, have given 
me all possible^ support, and deserve every recommendation 
for the precision and regularity, with which they led on their 
respective columns. The exertions of the Captains com- 
manding the sloops of war upon our left, and of the officers 
commanding the gunboats upon our right, were attended 
with the best effect; their continued and unremitting fire 
keeping the enemy in check. To Captam Cochrane I feel 
extremely obliged, for his zeal and constant readiness to afford 
every assistance in his power. Captain Stevenson, who com- 
manded the gunboats upon the lake, also calls for my warmest 
approbation of his conduct. Permit me, Sir, to repeat to 
you the intrepid and gallant behaviour of the whole of the 
troops during the affair of yesterday, which lasted from six 
until ten in the morning. Their bravery was only equalled by 
the cool and regular manner, in which they advanced under 
a severe and heavy cannonade. Happy am I to add, that our 
loss is only trifling, when compared to the advantages we have 
gained, and the difficulties we had to surmount, in a country 
which at every step afforded the enemy the means of making 
the most desperate resistance. The loss of the enemy must 
have been considerably greater than ours. It is impossible for 
me to ascertain the numbers. Seven pieces of heavy ordnance 
were left behind by the French, in the hurry of their retreat, 
and have fallen into our hands. I feel much indebted to 
Lieut.-Colonel Duncan, Deputy Quarter-Master-General, for 
his judicious arrangements, and for his conduct during the 
whole of yesterday ; he deserves my sincere thanks. Enclosed 
3 Ihave 
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I have the honour to transmit a return of the killed and 
wounded. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Eyre Coote, 

Major-General, 

(A true copy) 

James Kemp, Lieut.-Colonel, and Secretary, 


Return of the Killed and Wounded of Major-General 
Coote’s Corps to the Westward of Alexandria, in the 
Action of the 22nd of August, 1801. 

3 rank and file killed; l officer, l sergeant, 40 rank and 
file wounded. 

Name of officer wounded; Lieutenant Hockings, 25th 
regiment. 

Camp, West of Alexandria^ 
August 23, i8oi* 

' Sir, 

I have the honour to enclose the summons, as also the 
articles of capitulation, of the fort of Marabout. The speedy 
and fortunate reduction of that post, so important to our 
fleets, was, I am happy to say, effected without any loss on 
our side, and calls upon mCfo lay before you the unremitting 
zeal and attention of Lieut-Colonel Darby, who, with the 
first battalion of the 54th regiment, covered the attack; the 
very judicious manner in which he posted the light company 
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of ihat corps (who, being placed on an adjoining rock, silenced 
the guns by their musketry) greatly accelerated the fall of the 
fort. I also feel myself indebted for the effectual exertions of 
Major Cookson, of the Royal Artillery, and for the prompt 
arrangements of Captain Ford, the commanding Engineer. 
I beg to transmit a return of the prisoners taken, as also of 
the ordnance and stores found in the fort. 

(Signed) Eyee Coote, 

Major-General. 


Summons of the Fort of Marabout. 

Camp, West of Alexandria, 
2isl of August, ]8oi. 

Sir, 

As, after the events of this day, and the means employed 
against the fort which you command, there can remain no 
hopes of your being able to defend it, or even to retire into 
Alexandria, I summon you, in the name of humanity, to 
surrender on the terms which shall be granted to you, otherwise 
you will become answerable for all the consequences that may 
ensue, being determined to employ the British and Ottoman 
forces under my command to compel you to surrender. 


(Signed) 

To the officer commapding 
the fort of Marabout. 


Eyee Coote, 

Major-General. 
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Answer. 

Fort of Marabout, 3d Fructidor, An Q. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to lay before you the terms of capitu- 
lation, which the garrison of Marabout require; and from 
the generosity which characterises your nation, I promise 
myself that you will agree to them. 


(Signed) Etienne, 

Chef de Bataillon. 


Capitulation of the Fort of Marabout. 

Article l. — The garrison demand to march out with the 
honours of war. 

Answer. — The garrison shall march out with the honours 
of war, and after having grounded their arms on the glacis, 
shall be prisoners of war. 

Article 2. — They shall preserve their baggage. 

Answer. — Granted. 

Article 3 .— The Officers shall have their swords and sabres. 

Answer. — Granted. 

Article 4 . — ^ The garrison shall be conveyed into France, 
and treated during the voyage, each agreeably to his rank, 
conformably to the maritime laws of England. 

Answer. ■— Answered by the first article : the garrison shall 
be conveyed to France, but shall not serve till they are ex- 
changed. 

. ^ (N) 


Article 
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. rticle 5 — Such individuals as may have efiects at Alex- 
andria shall have full permission to bring them away. 

‘ Ins’wer.- Answered, with the restrictions that shall be 
Se hy the officers commanding the land and sea forces of 

’^Article 6.-An officer shall be sent from the garrison to the 
General in Chief to communicate to him the present capi- 

^"’£wer-A French officer shall be sent to Alexandria by 
sea A detachment of British 

the fort of Marabout, immediately after the latihcation or 
the present capitulation. The garrison shall march out to 

P • vinfl after having deposited their amis on 

morrow morning, and alter na\ lug « i 

Te glacis, shall be embarked in Jinghsh vessels. 

Done at Tort Marabout, the sd Fmctidor, the 9th 

year of the French Eepiiblic. 

(Signed) Etienne, 

Chief of Battalion. 

Eatified conformably to the powers delegated to me 
by Major-General Coote, and Captain Cochrane, 
of the Royal Navy. 

Chris. Darby, 

Lieut.-Col. 5 4th Regiment. 

James Remet, 

Tiieut.-Col. and Secretary. 


(A true copy) 
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Letter concerning the Affair of the 25th of August. 

Camp, West of Alexandria, 

. August the 26th, 1 So 1. 

; ^ ^ Sir, ; 

Being anxious to push my picquets upon the left as far as 
possible towards the enemy’s advanced work the redoubte 
des Bains, I directed Lieut.-Colonel Smith, with the first 
battalion of the 20 th regiment, assisted with a small detach- 
ment of the 26th light dragoons, commanded by Lieutenant 
Kelly, to attack and drive in the French outposts upon the 
right of their position. He was supported by a battalion 
of infantry, disposed for that purpose on the sandhills. Soon 
after dark last night Lieut.-Colonel Smith commenced the 
attack, by turning the left of the enemy’s picquets, and scouring 
the hills aS he advanced. The cool and spirited conduct of 
that officer, and the corps under his command, as also the 
detachment of the 26th dragoons, is well deserving of praise : 
not a man attempted to load, and the whole was effected 
by the bayonet. The loss of the enemy in this affair amounted 
to upwards of 100 men killed, wounded, and taken ; of the 
latter I enclose the return. This serrnce was performed on 
our side with the loss of only three men slightly wounded ; 
and has placed me in a situation to erect a batteiy within 
about 600 yards of the redoubte des Bains. The enemy, 
however, extremely exasperated at our success, made several 
attempts to regain the ground he had lost ; with this view he 
kept up a very heavy fire of cannon and musketry for about 
an hour; when, finding all his endeavours ineffectual, he re- 
tired, leaving us peaceful possessors of the advantage we had 

( N 2 ) gained 
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gained in the early part of the night. Enclosed is a return 
of our loss in the latter part of the ajBPair. 

(Signed) Eyee Coote, 

Major-General. 

Lieut.-General 

Sir John Hely Hutchinson, (See. 


Made prisoners in the Eort of Marabout : 9 officers, 186 
rank and file. Killed and wounded, 15. 

Taken on the night of the 25th of August: 7 officers 
56 rank and file. Killed and wounded, 25. 


Return of the Killed and Wounded of Major-General 
Goote's Division in the latter part of the affair on 
the night of the 25 th of August, 1801 . 

1 horse killed; 3 officers, 1 drummer, 33 rank and file, 
wounded. 

Rank and Names of Officers wounded. 

26th light dragoons : Lieutenant Kelly (slightly). 54th 
regiment, 2nd battalion: Lieutenant Predam (since dead). 
Lieutenant Aylmer (slightly.) 
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Appendix, No. 27. 

Copy of Lieut-General Sir John Hedy Hutchinson's 
Dispatch, subsequent to the Surrender of Cairo, 
dated Camp, before Alexandria, the 19th of August, 
1801. 

My Lord, 

The last division of the Prench troops, who surrendered at 
Cairo, sailed from the Bay of Aboukir a few days ago. 
There have been embarked in all near thirteen thousand five 
hundred persons. The garrison of Cairo consisted of about 
eight thousand troops of all descriptions, fit for duty, not 
including one thousand sick, and a considerable number of 
invalides. The total amounts to near ten thousand soldiers ; 
amongst whom there was a very small proportion of Gi'eeks 
and Cophts, not more than four or five hundred men: the 
remainder were all French. The other persons embarked 
were followers of the army, and attached to it in various civil 
capacities. Major-General Cradock having been confined 
at Cairo by illness, I entrusted the command of the troops to 
Major-General Moore, who, during a long march of a very 
novel and critical nature, displayed much judgment, and 
conducted himself in the most able and judicious manner. 
Notwithstanding the mixture of Turks, British, and French, 
the utmost regularity was preserved, and no one disagreeable 
circumstance ever took place. My presence at Cairo was ren- 
dered indispensably necessary, by some arrangements which 
I was obliged to make with his Highness the Grand Yizier. 

Major-General Baird, after having struggled through many 

difficulties 
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difficulties in passing the Desert, and from xvant of boats to 
descend the Nile, lias at length arrived at Cairo with the 
greatest part of the troops under his command, and 1 imagine 
he will reach Rosetta in the course of a few days. He has 
been directed to detach a certain number of troops to 
Damietta, and to leave a garrison at Gizeh. We two days ago 
commenced our operations against Alexandria ; as yet no 
event of any consequence has taken place; we have lost a 
few men, and taken a few prisoners. Major-General Coote 
has been detached with a considerable corps to the xvestward, 
in order to invest the town on that side, and to cut off the 
communication of the enemy with the Arabs, who have been 
in the habit of supplying them with small quantities of cattle 
and other kinds of fresh provisions. General Coote’s first 
operation will be directed against Marabout, a castle on an 
island at the entrance of the old harbour. I cannot conclude 
this letter, without stating to your Lordship the many obli- 
gations I have to Lord Keith and the navy, for the great ex- 
ertions they have used in forwarding to us the necessary sup- 
plies, and from the fatigue they have undergone in the late 
embarkation of a considerable number of troops and stores, 
who were embarked on the new lake, and proceeded to the 
westward under the orders of Major-General Coote. The 
utmost dispatch has also been used in sending the French 
troops, lately captured, to France, which, in our present con- 
dition, was a service of the most essential consequence. 

(Signed) J. H. Hutchinson, 

Lieutenant-General. 

Right Hon. Lord Hobart, 

&c. ■ 
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Extract of another Dispatch of the same Date. 

The siege of Alexandria will probably be attended with 
many difficulties ; the works towards the east side, where we 
are encamped, are prodigiously strong, and can hardly be 
approached on account of the narrowness of the space be- 
tween the lake and the sea, and the nature of the ground; 
towards the west the works are not so strong, but, however, 
the difficulties in approaching them are also numerous. The 
corps there is completely in the desert; the communication 
with us (by whom they must be supplied with every thing) 
is tedious, and the boats employed have a most severe duty 
to perform. General Coote has, however, been so fortunate 
as to find water. On the whole, I cannot flatter myself that 
Alexandria will be in our possession in a short time, unless 
some event takes place, of which we are not at present 
aware. 

(Signed) J. H. Hutchinson. 
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Appendix, No. 29. — RETURN of tbe INDIAN ARMY, under the Command of 
Major-General Baied. Camp, near Rosetta, the 24th of August, 1801. 


BRIGADES.— CORPS, 

REGIMENTS 

and 

CORPS. 

Effective 

Rank&Fiie 

Artillery 

M alive Ditto - - « - 

Bengal Horse Ditto - « 
Troop 8th Light Dragoons 

Right Brigade: 
Colonel Beresford, 88th« 

loth Regiment - 
88th Ditto - - 
Bengal Volunteers 

311 

583 

120 

80 

815 

2752 

603 

1690 

Left Brigade : 
Lieut.-Colonel Montresor. 

St Regiment - 
80th Ditto “ - 
Bombay Nat* lixf. 

933 

272 

714 

Pioneer Corps - - 

Royal Engineers « - - 


^919 

92 

33 


STAFF and DEPARTMENTS. 


I Col. Auchmuty, A^.-General. 

I Major M'Quarrie, Dep. Do. 
Colonel Murray, Quarter- 
Master-General. - 
Capt. Cox. 68th Reg. ( Assist. 
Lieut. White,! 3th D”!j Do. 
Captain Tucker, 22nd Regt. 

Brigade-Major. 

W. R. Shapter, Inspector of 
Hospitals. 

A. L. Emerson, Apothecary. 
John Foreman, Surgeon. 

Vy. J. Price,! 

A. White, i Hosp. Mates. 
J. Rice, J 

Richard Moss, Purveyor of 
Hospitals. 

W. Hyam, Deputy Ditto. 


DETACHED CORPS. 

I 

.Strength* 

By whom commanded. 

To what Place. 

86th Regiment - - - * - 

5 Companies 7 th Bombay Native Infantry 

167 

339 

Lt.-Col. Lloyd, 86th 

Damietta. 

Detachments loth^ 6ist,8oth,88th Regts. 
5 Companies 7th Bombay Native Infantry 

150 
338 ' 

Colonel Ramsay 

Gizeh, & Island 
of Rodha. 

Total 

5805 




N. B. Five Companies of the 80th, and Two of the SSth, have never yet reached 
Cosseir; they are supposed to have returned to India, as also a Battalion ot Native 
Infantry.' — ^I'he Coqjs marked thus [*] are from the Cape of Good Hope, but now put on 
the India Establishment. The garrison of Damietta was recalled in the Beginning of 
September, as that Place is to be garrisoned by the Turks. Out of the above Total, the 
following was the Number of Sick, on the 26th of September.— Sick, present, 999. — In 
the Hospital 126. 
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Appendix, No. 31. 


Extract from tlie General Orders issued by Major-General 
Baikd on his Eeturn to India. 

Alexandria, 5 th of May, 1802. 

Major-General Baird having received orders to return to 
India, with a part of the Corps which ivas placed under 
his directions by his Excellency the Governor-General, 
cannot separate from the regiments remaining in Egypt, 
without expressing himself highly satisfied nvith their conduct, 
and with that of the troops at large. / 

Deprived, by unavoidable accident and delay, of the 
honours so nobly earned by their brother soldiers in this 
country, Major-General Baird feels confident, from the ex- 
perience and attention of the officers, and the obedience 
and discipline of the men, that the corps from India, placed 
in a similar situation, would anxiously have emulated their 
brilliant achievements. . 

Though the J^Iajor-General has been perfectly satisfied 
with every part of their behaviour, he cannot avoid noticing 
the pleasure he felt at their cheerful^aiid persevering eftbrt 
to overcome the laborious march to Eennb.^ 

The sense he entertains of the services of Colonel I^Iurray 
and Lieutenant-Colonel Montresorf, on that occasion, has 

* ColoBel J. Murray, 84th Regiment. 

t Lieutenairt-ColonelJ.Moniresor, 80th 

':"f; . ■ 

already 

• • ■ , . . ij 


already been noticed in general orders. Meritorious as they 
certainly were, he should not, however, do justice to the other 
senior ofiicers, if he did not declare them, to be equally 
deserving of his thanks. 

The activity which Colonel Beresford^ lias invariably 
displayed; the judgment with which he conducted the 1st 
division across the Desert, under circumstances of peculiar 
difficulty; and the arrangements he subsequently advised, 
Avhich so materially facilitated the movement of the suc- 
ceeding detacliments, entitle him to the highest commen- 
dation. 

Though Colonel Ramsayp, from his late arriA^al, was not 
actively emploj’^ed, the great advantages his country have 
deriiod from his firm and honourable conduct, a conduct 
noticed in so handsome and flattering a manner by the late 
Commander in Chief ivill ever command the Major-Ge- 
neral’s sincere acknoAvledgments. 

For the firm support he has received from Colonel 
Auclimiity§, the Adjutant-General, on every occasion, and 
for the judgment and perseverance with which he has so 
ably cond ucted the duties of his office, Major-General Baird 
feels himself most particularly indebted. Nor will it be 
less a pleasure than an act of justice in him, to bear in re- 
coliection the very important services of this most valuable 
officer. 

* Colonel W. G. Beresforcl, 88th Regiment. 

t Colonel W. Ramsaj, Ceylon RegiiMeot, 

X Right Honoiirabie Lord Hu tcliinson. 

§ Colonel Samuel 3 0 th fooL 
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To the other public Staff officers, as well as to those per- 
sonally attached to him, the Major-General has to offer 
his sincere thanks for the active and diligent discharge, of 
their relative duties. “ 

To report these his sentiments to the Governor-General 
of India, has been a duty as pleasing to Major-General 
Baird, as to reflect on his having had the honour to be at 
the head of a corps so uniformly attentive and zealous, 
will ever be to him a circumstance of pride and grati- 
fication. 

(A true Extract.) 

G. B. Tuckes. 

Major of Brigade. 
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Appendix, No. 32 . 

Correspondence avec le General en Chef Menou, 

Je 26 Aout, 1801 . 

.AleN:andrie^ le 8 Fraqtidor^j An 9. 

Monsieur le General, 

J’ai I’honneur de vous pr^venir que je vieiis d’6crire k 
Monsieur le General en Chef, la lettre dont je joins ici copie. 
J'attendrai sa reponse ; mais j’ai Thonneur de vous prier de 
vouloir bien communiquer promptement avec lui par le lac 
Mareotis, afin que vous sachiez qu’eiles sont ses intentions. 

J’ai riionneur d’etre, 

Monsieur le G6n6ral, 

Votre tres humble et obeissant serviteur, 

(Signe) Abd. Menou, 

Monsieur le G^n^ral CooTE, 

Commandant les troupes Angloises 
a rOuest d’Alexandrie- 

Copie d’une lettre 6crite par le General en Chef de 
l'arm6e Franpoise, A Monsieur le General en Chef de 
I’arm^e Angloise. 

AleNaiidrie,' le 8 'Froctidorj An 9. 

Monsieur le G6n6ral, ^ ^ 

J’ai I’honneur de vous proposer un armistice de trois fois 
vingt.quatre heures, pendant lesquelles je pr6pai’erai ma de- 

1 mande 
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maiide en capitulation. Je vous declare d'avance au uom de 
rhonneur que ceci n’est point un subterfuge : je n’en ai jamais 
coiinu de nia vie. Je vous declare encore si vous accepter 
I’annistice je cesserai toute^pfece de travail rektif h la de- 
fence, pendant cet intervalle il conviendra que vous cessiez 
aussi tous ceiix relatifs Fattaque. Si vous acceptez ma 
proposition, Monsieur le Gen6ral, rarmistice coinmencera k 
rinstant ou je recevrai votre r^ponse. Alorsje ferai arborer 
un pavilion blanc dans chacuii des camps que les troupes 
Francoises occupent. Je ferai assuier le pavilion par un coup 
de canon. Vous voudrezbieii me rdpondre de la meme maniere. 
Les pavilions blancs seront places dans lesendroits les plus 
61eves des deux camps. Tous les avarit-postes pendant cet 
armistice resteront plac6s comme ils le sdnt. 

J’ai I’honneur d’etre, See. 

{Sign6) Abd. Mek-ou, 

General en Chef de 
Tarmee Franpoise. 

Pour copie conform©. 

(Sign6) Abd. Menou. 

Camp a rOaesl d’Alexandrie, 26Aout; i8oi. 

Monsieur le General, 

. Je viens ^ I’instant de communiquer au Commandant en 
Chef, la lettre que vous m’avez fait rhonneur de m ecrire, 
ainsi /jue la copie de celle que vous lui avez addresse. J at- 
tendj'ai sa r^ponse. En attendant, je consens a ce (pie toute 

( P ) ■ liostilit6 
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hostility cesse de part et d'autre, jusqu'ir ce que je receive la 
r%)onse du General en Chef de rarm6e Angloise, 

J’ai rhonneur d’etre, &c. 

(Sigu6) Eyre Coote, Major-Gen6raL 

A Monsieur le General en Chef 
de Tarmee Eranf oise. 


TRANSLATION. 

Correspondence with the General in Chief Mehotj^ 
the 2 7th of August, 1801* ' 

_ '' Alexandria^ SEh Fmetidor^ gtt year. 

General, 

I have the honour to inform you, that I have written to the 
Commander in Chief the letter, of which I herewith enclose a 
copy. I shall await his answer; but I have the honour to 
request, .that you will be pleased to communicate with him ‘as 
expeditiously as possible through lake Mareotis, in order that 
you may be made acquainted with his intentions. 

I have the honour to be. 

General, 

Your very obedient and humble Servant, 
(Signed) Abd. Menou. 

To General Coote, 
commanding the British troops to the 
Westward of Alexandria. 




NO. 32 . 


APPENDIX. 


*ii5 


Copy of a Letter written by tbe General in Chief of 
the French Army, to the General in Chief of the 
British Army. 

Aiexaadria^ 8th Fmcti(3or>9th jear» 

General, 

I have the honour to propose to you an armistice for thrice 
twenty-four hours, during which time I shall prepare my 
demands for a capitulation. I previously declare to you, in 
the name of honour, that this is no subterfuge : I have never 
had recourse to one in my life. I moreover declare, that if 
you agree to the armistice, I will suspend every work relative 
to the defence of the town; during that interval it will also 
become necessary, that you should suspend all those relative 
to the attack. If you, General, accede to my proposal, the 
armistice shall commence from the moment that I receive 
your answer. I shall then order white flags to be hoisted iu 
each of the camps occupied by the French troops. I will give 
you notice of the hoisting of these flags by firing a gun. 
l^ou will be pleased to answer it in the same manner. The 
white flags shall be hoisted in the most conspicuous parts of 
the two camps. The advanced posts shall remain, during the 
armistice, in the same situation as they are at present. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Abd. Menou, 

General in Chief of the French Army. 


A true copy. 


(P 2 ) 


(Signed) Abd. Menou. 


Camp to the Westward of Alexandria, 

, the 26th of August, 1801 . 

General, 

I have this instant forwarded to the Commander in Chief 
the letter, which you did me the honour to write, as likewise 
the copy of that which you addreffed to him. I shall wait 
his answer; meanwhile I consent, that hostilities should cease 
on both sides, until I receive the answer of the General in 
Chief of the British army., : ^ 


I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) Eyre Coote, 


To the General in^ Chief 
of the French army. 


Major Generai. 
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Copy of General Hutchinson's Dispatch, concerning 
' V the Surrender of Alexandria to the Forces under his 
Command, and consequent Reduction of all Egypt. 

Head Quarters, Camp before Alexandria^ 
the 5 th of Septeinber, 1801 . 

:''C; , My Eord, 

I have now the satisfaction to inform your Lordship, that 
the forts and town of Alexandria have furrendered to His 
Majefty’s troops, who, on the 2d instant, took possession of 
■ . the 



the eiitrenclied camp, the heights above Pompey’s pillar, the 
redoute des Bains, and the fort Triangulaire. By the capi- 
tulation, the garrison are to be embarked for France in the 
course of ten days, provided the shipping is in a state of 
preparation to receive them. The operations against the 
enemy’s works commenced on the 1 7tli of August. Major- 
General Coote embarked with a strong corps on the inunda- 
tion in the night between the l6th and I7th of August. He 
effected his landing to the westward of Alexandria with little 
or no opposition, and immediately invested the strong castle 
of Marabout,, situate at the entrance of the western harbour of 
Alexandria. On the east side of the town two attacks were 
made to get possession of some heights in front of t!ie en- 
trenched position of the enemy, I entrusted the conduct of the 
attack against their right to Major-General Cradock, and that 
against their left to Major-General Moore. These two officers 
perfectly executed my intentions, and performed the service 
committed to their care with much precision and ability. The 
action was neither obstinate nor severe, and our loss is but 
small; but it afforded one more opportunity to display the 
promptness of British officers, and the heroism of British 
soldiers. A part of General Doyle’s brigade, the 30th’ regi- 
ment (but under the immediate orders of Colonel Spencer) had 
taken possession of a hill in front of the enemy’s right. Ge- 
neral Menou, who was in person in that jmrt of the French 
entrenched eamp directly opposite to our post, ordered about 
600 men to make a sortie, to drive us from our position. 
The enemy advanced in columns, with fixed bayonets, and 
without firing a shot, till they got very close to the 30th regi- 
ment, to whom Colonel Spencer gave an immediate order to 
chaige, though they did not consist of more than 200 men; he 

' was 
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was obeyed witli a spirit and determination worthy the high- 
est panegyric. The enemy was driven back to their en- 
trenchments in the greatest confusion. They had many killed 
and wounded, and several taken prisoners. On the night be- 
tween the 18th and 19th, Major-General Coote opened bat- 
teries against the castle of Marabout ; an attack was also made 
from the sea by several Turkish corvettes, and the launches 
and boats of the fleet, under the guidance of the Hou. Cap- 
tain Cochrane; great perseverance and exertions were required 
to get up heavy guns through a difficult and almost imprac- 
ticable country ; but the troops executed this painful and 
arduous service with such zeal and continued firmness,, that 
the fort capitulated on the night of the 21st; the garrison 
consisted of about 180 men, and were commanded by a Chief 
de Brigade. On the morning of the 22d, Major-General Coote 
marched from Marabout to attack a strong corps posted in 
his front, in order to coyer the approach of Alexandria : the 
managements of that excellent ofiicer appear to have been 
able and judicious, and were attended with the most complete 
success : he drove the enemy every where, though strongly 
posted, and in a country which opposed uncommon obstacles 
to the progi’ess of troops. The French suffered extremely in 
the action, and retreated in much confusion, leaving their 
wounded and seven pieces of cannon behind them. On the 
24th batteries were opened against the redoute des Bains, 
and, on the 25th at night, Major-General Coote surprised the 
enemy’s advanced posts, when seven oflacers and fifty men 
were taken prisoners. This service was gallantly performed 
*by Lieut. Colonel Smith, with the first battalion of the 20th 
regiment, and a small detachment of dragoons, under the 
■ orders of Lieutenant Kelly, of the 26th, The enemy endea- 
5 voured 
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Toured to regain possession of the ground from which the}^ 
had been driven, but were repulsed with loss. 

On the morning of the 26th, we opened four batteries on 
each side of the town against the intrenched camp of the 
French, which soon silenced their fire, and induced them to 
withdraw many of their guns. On the 27th, in the evening, 
General Menou sent an Aide-de-Camp to request an armi- 
stice for three days, in order to give time to prepare a capitu- 
lation ; which, after some difficulties and delays, was signed 
on the 2d of September. I have the honour to enclose you a 
copy of the capitulation, and also a list of the number of per- 
sons, for whom the enemy have required shipping: by this it 
appears, that the total of the garrison of Alexandria consisted 
of upwards of 8000 soldiers and 1300 sailors. This arduous 
and important service has at length been - brought to a con- 
clufion. The exertions of individuals have been splendid and 
meritorious. I regret that the bounds of a dispatch will not 
allow me to specify the whole, or mention the name of every 
person, who has distinguished himself in the public service. I 
have received the greatest support and assistance from the 
general officers of the army. The conduct of the troops of 
every description has been exemplary in the highest degree; 
there has been much to applaud, and nothing to reprehend; 
their order and regularity in the camp have been as conspi- 
cuous as their courage in the field. To the Quarter-Mafter- 
General, Lieut. Col. Antrsuther, I owe much, for his unwearied 
industry and zeal in the public service, and for the aid, ad- 
vice, and cooperation, which he has at all times afforded me. 
Brigadier General Lawson, who commanded the artillery, 
and Captain Brice, the chief engineer, have both great merit 
in their different departments. The local situation of Egypt 

presents 
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|OTsents obstacles of a most serious kind to military operations 
on an extended scale. The skill and perseverance of those 
two otiicers have overcome difficulties, which appeared at first 
almost insurmountable. Lieut, Colonel Lindenthal, who has 
always acted with tlie Turks, deserves my utmost acknowledg- 
ments ; his activity and diligence haA’^e been unremitted, and 
he has introduced amongst them an order and regularity, 
wdiich does him the highest honour. During the course of 
the long service in Avhich we have been engaged. Lord Keith 
has at all times given me the njost able assistance and counsel. 
The labour and fatigue of the navy have been continued and 
excessive. It has not been of one day or of one week, but 
for months together. In the bay of i\.boukir, on the new 
inundation, and on the Kile, for 1 60 miles, they have been 
employed without intermission, and have submitted to many 
privations Avitha cheerfulness and patience highly creditable 
to them, and advantageous to the public service. Sir Sidney 
Smith had originally the command of the seamen aaIio landed 
from the fleets he continued on shore till after the capture 
of Rosetta, and returned on board the Tigre a short time 
before the appearance of Admiral Gantheaume’s squadron on 
the coast. He was present in the three actions of the 8th^ 
13th, and 2 1st of March, when he displayed that ardour of 
mind for the service of his country, and that noble intrepidity, 
for AA'hich he lias ever beep so conspicuous. Captain Steven- 
son of the Europa, succeeded him, and I have every reason 
to be satisfied Aidth his zeal and conduct. The crews of the 
gunboats displayed great gallantry, under his guidance, in 
the ncAv inundation ; and much approbation is also due to the 
naval officers, who acted under his orders. Captain Pressland, 
of the .Regulus, had the direction for many months past of all 

Greek' 
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Greek ships in our emplojmeat, aad of those belonging to 
the Commissariat. He has been active, zealous, and inde- 
fatigable, and merits my warmest approbation. I must there- 
fore beg leave particularly to repommend this old and meri- 
torious otScer to your hardship’s, proteptiop. Allow me to 
express an humble hope, that the army in Egypt have gratified 
the warmest wishes and expectations of their country. To 
them every thing is due, and to me nothing. It was my fate 
to succeed a man, who created such a spirit, and established 
such discipline among them, that little has been left for me to 
perform, except to follow his maxims, and to endeavour to 
imitate his conduct. This dispatch will be delivered to your 
Lordship by Colonel Abercromby, an oflScer of copsidpcable 
ability, and worthy of the great name which he bears. He 
will one day, I trust, emulate the virtue and talents of his 
never sufficiently to be lamented father. 

(Signed) J. H. Hutchinson, 

Lieutenant-General. 

Right Hon, Lord Hobart, 

&c. 
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Minutes of the Sitting of the Council of War, con- 
vened, by General Menou at the Camp of Alex- 
andria on the loth of Fractidor, Ninth Year of the 
Republic. ^ , 

They begin with. reciting all the preliminary Proceedings, 
and Evidence as to the State of the Army, and then con- 
tinue — 

T]he Cpitncili of War, after having heard the different 
accounts above stated, considering, 

1st, — That there is not a third of the effective troops 
necessary for the defence of the intrenchments, forts, and 
city of Alexandria. I 

2nd. — ^That even this number daily diminishes by sickness. 

3rd.— That there is not grain in the magazines, for the 
support of the sick and troops, longer than the 1st of Ven- 
demiaire, 

4 th.— That most of the other necessaries for the subsistence 
of the troops, whether solids or liquids, are extremely scarce, 
and will be entirely exhausted before the 1st of Vendemiaire. 

5th. — ^That forage for horses alone can now be furnished to 
the troops. 

6th. — ^That the hospitals, in consequence of the inci’ease of 
sickness, are no longer able to furnish the sick with mere 
necessaries. 

7th. — That the proper food for the scorbutic is entirely 
exhausted. 

8th. — That there is not fresh water in the cisterns of 
Alexandria for more than twenty days. 


9th. — That 



9th. — That the waters of the Nile cannot reach Alexandria 
this year, on account of the cutting of the dike of the lake 
Maadie by the English; and that the calidg, which carries 
the fresh water into the cisterns, is full of salt water. 

10th. — That the position of Alexandria grows extremely 
unhealthy, in consequence of the quantity of water that 
surrounds it. 

1 1 til. — That it is feared the plague will rage this year with 
great fury. 

1 2th. — That the small number of effective troops is 
extremely fatigued by constant service, and the engagements 
which have taken place since the evacuation of Cairo. - 

13th. — ^That the allied powers have assembled near 25000 
men, English, Turks, Syrians, &c- 

14th. — ^That the ports and roads of Alexandria are block- 
aded in the Mediterranean by above forty ships of war, of 
which seventeen are in the interiour of tlie passages of the old 
harbour. 

1 5th.— That upon the southern side more than 1 20 gunboats 
closely blockade our entrenchments and the city. 

I6th.^ — That on the east and west of Alexandria, two for- 
midable armies of the enemy occupy the lines from the sea to 
the lake Mareotis. 

17th. — That as often as the Erench have engaged in battle, 
they have been attacked in front by the enemy’s troops by 
land, and in flank and rear by an immense number of gunboats 
and bombs, the fire of which cames from one sea to the 
other. 

1 8th.“-That the fort of Marabout has been taken, after an 
honourable resistance, having been attacked by above sixty 
pieces of cannon. , , 

(q 2) 19th.' — That 
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1 9tli. — That the unexpected and extraordinary surrender 
of Cairo has afforded the allies the means of uniting all their 
forces against the city of Alexandria, with the farther means 
left them at Cairo by the French. 

20th. — ^That we can receire no more provision through the 
medium of the 'Arabs, all the avenues being hennetically 
fealed up. 

' 2 1st. — That there is no reason to presume, that between 
this and the 1st of Vendemiaire, when all our subsistences will 
fail, sufficient forces fr^ will amve to compel the 

enemy to retire ; considering, finally, that the remnant of the 
French army now at Alexandria, having to struggle, since the 
Capitulation of Cairo by General Beliard, against an enemy 
ten times more numerous than the French troops, against 
hunger, thirst, and sieknesSf has sufficiently proved, that it has 
been entirely devoted to it's country, and to honour; that it 
knew how to support with courage all manner of privations,, 
and afford an example of resolution ; but that in it’s present 
circumstances, all it’s sacrifices and it’s bravery cannot allow it 
to hope consequences more useful to the mother country,, and 
more honourable to itself, decrees, — 

[Here follows the proposal for opening a negotiation 
, iBiffor'ft capitulation, and the article concludes- thus 

My own private opinion is, that the capitulation of Cairo, 
an event, which the part of our army stationed at Alexandria 
neither could nor ought to have expected, has irrevocably 
decided the capture of Alexandria. In fact, Cairo ought to 
have held out at leaft two months and a half longer than it 
did ; in that case, Alexandria might have supplied itself with 

5 provision. 
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provision, the fortifications -might have been completed, dis- 
eases would have destroyed the eiiemyi and the French would 
have preserved Egypt. > * 

(Signed) Abb. J. Mehou, , 

• ' Commander in Chief. 

Appendix, No. 35. 

Articles of Capitulation proposed by Abdoullahy 
Jacques Francois Menou, General in Chief of the 
French Army now in Alexandria, to the Genei’als 
commanding the Land and Sea Forces of his Britannic 
Majesty, and of the Sublime Porte, forming the Block- 
ade of Alexandria, dated the 12 th Fructidor, Year 9 
of the French Republic (SOtli of August 1801). 

Article 1st. — From the present date to the 30th of Fructidor 
(I7th of September, 1801), there shall be a continuation of 
the truce and suspension of arms between the French army 
and the combined armies of his Britannic Majesty, and of 
the Sublime Porte, upon the same conditions with those 
which actually subsist, with the exception of a regulation to 
be amicably settled between the respective Generals of the 
two armies, for establishing a new line of advanced posts, 
in order to remove all pretexts of hostility between the 
troops. 

Answer. — Refused. 

Article 2nd. — In case no adequate succours should arrive 
to the French army before the day mentioned in the preced- 
ing 

O' 
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iiig article, that army shall evacuate the forts and intrenched 
camps of Alexandria, upon the following conditions. 

ilnswer. — Hefused. 

Article 3d. — The French army shall retire, on the first 
complementary day of the French era, into the city of Alex- 
andria and forts adjacent, and shall deliver up to the allied 
powers the intrenched camp in fi’ont of the lines of the 
Arabs, fort le Turc, and fort du Vivier, together with their 
artillery and ammunition. 

Answer. — .In forty-eight hours after the signing of the 
capitulation, namely, on the 2nd, of September, at noon, the 
intrenched camps, fort Turc, and fort du Vivier, shall be 
delivered up to the allied powers. The ammunition and 
artillery of these forts shall be also delivered up. The French 
troops shall evacuate the city, forts, and dependencies of 
Alexandria ten days after signing the capitulation, or at the 
time of their embarkation. 

Article “4th. — All individuals, constituting a part of the 
French army, or attached to it by any relations, military or 
civil; the auxiliary troops of every nation, country, or re- 
ligion, or of whatever powers they might have been subjects 
before the arrival of the French, shall preserve their property, 
of every description, their effects, papers, &c.; which shall not 
be subject to any examination. 

Answer. — Granted; provided that nothing be carried away 
belonging to the government of the French republic, but only 
the effects, baggage, and other articles belonging to the French 
and auxiliary soldiers, who have served during six months in 
the army of the Republic : the same is to be understood of 
all the individuals attached to the French army, by civil 
: ^ - • ■ or 



or military capacities, of whatever nation, country, or religion 
they may be. 

Article 5th. — The French forces, the auxiliary troops, and all 
the individuals described in the preceding article, shall be 
embarked in the ports of Alexandria, between the 5th and the 
10th of Vendemiaire, year 10 of the Republic, at the latest 
(between the 27th of September and the 3d of October, iSOl), 
together with their arms, stores, baggage, effects, and property 
of all kinds, official papers and depofits, one field-piece to 
each battalion and squadron, with ammunition, &c. ; the whole 
to be conveyed to one of the ports of the French repul> 
lie in the Mediten’anean, to be determined by the General in 
Chief of the 'French army. 

Answer. — ^The French forces (the auxiliary troops, and all 
the individuals described in the 4th article) shall be embarked 
in the ports of Alexandria (unless, after an amicable conven- 
tion, it should be found more expeditious to embark a part 
of them at Aboukir), as foon as veffels can be prepared, the 
allied powers at the same time engaging, that the embarkation 
shall take place, if possible, within ten days after the capitula- 
tion shall be signed ; they shall receive all the honours of war, 
and carry away their arms and baggage, shall not be prisoners 
of war, and shall mdreover take with them ten pieces of can- 
non from four to eight-pounders, with ten rounds of shot to 
each gun : they shall be conveyed to a French port in the 
Mediterranean. 

Article 6th. — The French ships of war, with their full com- 
plement, and all merchant ships, to whatever nation or indi- 
vidual they belong, even those of nations at war with the 
allied powers,, or those that are the property of owners or 

merchants. 
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merchants, who were subject to the allied powers before the ar- 
rival of the French, shall depart with the French array, in 
order that thbse that 'll 'Ships of war may be restored to the 
French goyernmeht, ^^ merchant ships to the owners, or 

to their assignees. ' ■ • 

Answer, — Refused, < All vessels shall be delivered up as 
they am. ' 

Article 7th.~Every single ship that, from the present day 
to the SOth pf Fntctidor, shall arrive from the French republic, 
nr anvZol. ,,^!' " alijesr' into the'fmrts jor ^roads of Alexandria, 
shall & comprehended in this capitulation. Every ship of 
war. or. commerce, belonging to France, or the allies of the 
republic, that shall arrive in the ports or road of Alexandria, 
within the twenty^ days immediately following the evacuation 
of that.pla^» ,.sbnli 400 t he conlidefed as a lawful prize, but 
shall bn set at hberty,‘ Vith her crew and cargo, and be fur- 
nished with a passpcwt from, the allied powers. 

Answer. — Refused,,,. ,, 

Article 8th. — ^The French and auxiliary troops, the civil 
and military agents attached to the army, and all other indi- 
viduals described in the preceding articles, shall be embarked 
on board fuch French jmd other vessels, actually in the ports 
of Alexandria^ as shall be in a condition to go to sea; or on 
boar^ ^9^ bf his Jl^l^nnic' Majesty and of the Sublime 
Porte, within the'li^'hxed ty 'the fifth article. 

Article 9th.“Commissaries shall be named by each party to 
regulate the rfflihber ctf ’veffels tb'be eniployed, the number 
of men to be embamea them^anid generallj to pro- 

vide for all the 'difficulties m^'arise in' carrying into 
execution the preffint cafitiiiatiptn; 

, ' " ■ , ' Those 



Those commissaries shall agree upon the different posi- 
tions, which shall be taken by the ships now in the port of 
Alexandria, and those which shall be furnished by the allied 
powers, so that by a well-regulated an’angement, every occa- 
sion of difference between the crews of the several nations 
may be avoided. 

Answer.— -All these details will be regulated by the English 
Admiral, and by an officer of the French navy named by the 
General in Chief. 

Article loth. — Merchants and owners of ships, of whatever 
nation or religion they may be, and also the inhabitants of 
Egypt, and of every other country, who may at the present 
time be in Alexandria, whether Syrians, Cophts, Greeks, 
Arabs, Jews, &c., and who shall be desirous of following the 
French army, shall be embarked with and enjoy the same 
advantages with that army; they shall be at liberty to remove 
their property of all kinds, and to leave powers for the dis- 
posal of what they may not be able to take away. Ail ar- 
rangements, all sales, all stipulations, whether of commerce, 
or of any other nature, made by them, shall be strictly carried 
into effect after their departure, and be maintained by the 
Generals of his Britannic Majesty and of the Sublime Porte. 
Those who may prefer remaining in Egypt a certain time on 
account of their private affairs, shall be at liberty so to do, 
and shall have full protection from the allied powers; those 
also who may be desirous of fixing themselves in Egypt, 
shall be entitled to all the privileges and rights, of which 
they were in possession before the arrival of the French. 

Answer.— Every article of merchandise, whether in the 
town of Alexandria, or onboard the vessels that are in the 

( R ) ports, 
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ports, shall be provisionally af the disposition of the allied 
powers, but subject to such definitive regulations as may be 
determined by established usage and the law of nations. 
Private merchants shall be at liberty to accompany the 
Prench army, or they may remain in the country in security. 

Article 11th, — None of the inhabitants of Egypt, or of 
any other nation or religion, shall be called to account for 
their conduct d uring the period of the French troops having 
been in the country, particularly for having taken arms in 
their favour, or having been employed by them. 

Answer.' — Granted 

Article 12th. — The troops,. and all others who may be 
embarked with them, shall be fed during their passage, and 
until their arrival at France, at the expense of the allied 
powers, and conformably to the rules of the French navy. The 
allied powers shall supply every thing that may be necessary 
for the embarkation. 

Answer. — The troops, and all others who may be em- 
barked with them, shall be fed during their passage, and until 
their arrival in France, at the expense of the allied powers, 
according to the usage established in the navy of Eng- 
land. 

Article 1 5th. — ^The consuls and all other public agents of 
the several powers in alliance with the French Republic, shall 
continue in the enjoyment of all the privileges and rights, 
which are granted by civilized nations to diplomatic agents.. 
Their property, all their , effects and papers, shall be re- 
spected, and placed under the protection of the allied powers. 
They shall be at liberty to retire, or to remain, as they may 
tliink fit. 


Answerw 
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Answer. — ^The consuls, and all other public agents of the 
powers in alliance with the French republic, shall be at liberty 
to remain, or to retire, as they may judge fit. Their property 
and effects of any kind, together with their papers, shall be 
preserved for them, provided they conduct themselves with 
loyalty, and conformably to the law of nations- 

Article 1 4th.— The sick, who may be judged by the medical 
staff of the army to be in a state for removal, shall be embarked 
at the same time with the army, on board hospital ships pro- 
perly fumilhed with medicines, pro vifion, and every other 
store that may beneceffary for their situation ; and they fhall 
be attended by French surgeons. Those of the sick, who 
may not be in a condition to undertake the voyage, shall be 
delivered over to the care and humanity of the allied powers. 
French physicians and other medical assistance shall be left 
to take care of them, to be maintained at the expense of the 
allied powers, who shall send them to France as soon as their 
state of health may permit, together with any thing belong- 
ing to them, in the same manner as has been proposed for 
the rest of the army. 

Answer.—Granted. The ships deftined for hospitals shall 
be prepared for the reception of those wbo may fall sick dur- 
ing the passage. The medical staff of the two armies shall 
concert together in what manner to dispose of those of the 
fick, who, having contagious disorders, ought not to have 
communication with the others. 

Article 1 5th.— Horse transports for conveying sixty horses, 
with every thing necessary for their subsistence during tlie 
passage, shall be furnished. 

Answer. — Granted. 


( R 2 ) 
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Article I6th. — The individuals composing the Institute of 
Egypt and the Commission of Arts shall carry with them 
all the papers, plans, memoirs, collections of natural history, 
and all the monuments of art and antiquity collected by them 
in Egypt. 

Answer.— The members of the Institute may carry with 
them all the instruments of arts and science, which they 
brought from France; but the Ai'abian manuscripts, the 
statues, and other collections which have been made for the 
French republic, shall be considered as public property, and 
subject to the disposal of the generals of the combined army. 

General Hope having declared, in consequence of some 
observations of the Commander in Chief of the French army, 
that he could make no alteration in this article, it has been 
agreed, that a reference thereupon should be made to the 
Commander in Chief of the combined army. 

Article 17th. — ^The vessels which shall be employed in 
conveying the French and auxiliary army, as well as the 
ditferent pei'sons who shall accompany it, shall be escorted by 
ships of war belonging to the allied powers, who formally en- 
gage, that they shall not, in any manner, be molested during 
their voyage ; the safety of. such of these vessels as may be 
separated by stress of weather, or other accidents, shall be 
guarantied by the Generals of the allied forces : the vessels 
conveying the French army shall not, under any pretence, 
touch at any other than the French coast, except in case of 
absolute necessity. 

Answer. — Granted. The Commander in Chief of the 
French army entering into a reciprocal engagement, that 
none of these vessels shall be molested during their stay in 
.France, or on their return; he likewise engaging, that they shall 
3 be 
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be furnished with every thing which may be necessaiw, ac- 
cording to the constant practice of European powders. 

Article 18th. — -At the time of giving up the camps and 
forts according to the terms of the third Article, the prisoners 
in Egypt shall be respectively given up on both sides. 

Answer.— -Granted. 

Article 19 th.— Commissaries shall be named to receive 
the artillery of the place, and of the forts, stores, magazines, 
plans, and other articles, ’ that the French leave to the allied 
pow'ers ; and lists and inventories shall be made out, signed by 
the commissaries of the different powers, according as the 
forts and magazines shall foe given up to the allied powers. 

Answer. — Granted. Provided that all the plans of the 
city and forts of Alexandria, as w^ell as all maps of the 
country, shall be delivered up to the English commissary. 
The batteries, cisterns, and other public buildings, shall also 
be given up in the condition in which they actually are. 

Article 20 th. — A passport shall be granted to a French 
armed vessel, in order to convey to Toulon, immediately after 
the camps and forts before mentioned shall be given up, 
officers charged by the Commander in Chief to carry to his 
government the present capitulation. 

Answer. — Granted. But if it be a French vessel, it shall 
iioCbe armed. 

Article 2 1 st. — On giving up the camps and forts mentioned 
in the preceding Articles, hostages shall be given on both 
sides, in order to guaranty the execution of the present treaty . 
They shall be chosen from among the officers of rank in the 
respective armies; namely, four from the French army, two 
from the British troops, and two from the troops of the 
Sublime Porte. The four French hostages sluill be embarkeci 


on 
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on board the English ship commanding the squadron, and 
the four British and Turkish hostages on board one of the 
vessels., wiiich shall carry the Commander in Chief, or the 
Lieutenant-Generals. They shall all be reciprocally delivered 
up on their arrival in France. 

Answer. — There shall be placed in the hands of the 
Commander in Chief of the French army four officers of rank 
as hostages, namely, one officer of the navy, one officer of the 
British army, and two officers of the Turkish army. The' 
Commander in Chief shall, in like manner, place in the hands 
of the Commander in Chief of the British army four officers 
of rank. The hostages shall he i-estored on both sides at the 
period of the embarka tion. 

Article 22nd. — If any difficulties should arise during the 
execution of the present capitulation, they shall be amicably 
settled by the commissaries of the armies. 

Answer." — Granted. 

(Signed) Keith, Admiral. 

J. H. Hutchinson, Lieutenant-General, 
Commanding in Chief, 

Hussein, Capoutan Pacha. 

Abd. Jacques Fean. Menou, General 
in Chief of the French army, 

(A true copy) Jamles Kempt, Lieut. Col. and Secretary. 
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Appendix, No. 36. 


Hefurn ^ Shipping taken in the Harbour of Alexandria, mid 
divided between the Turks and English. 

Capoutan Pacha. Lord Keith. 



Guns^ 


Gum.: 

Le Cause - - 

- 64 

L’Egyptienne 

50 

La Justice - - 

- 46 

La Regenere 

• ' 52 

No. 1, Venetian - 

- 26 

No. 2 , Venetian - 



200 sail of merchantraen. 


Three Turkish corvettes were given up to the Turks, having been 
previously valued. These vessels had been taken in the harbour of 
Alexandria, which they had entered on the faith of the treaty of El 
Arish. The distribution of captured property had been so arranged, 
that the Turks were to divide it equally with the English, and 
the British army and navy were afterward to subdivide their 
jDoiety. 
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Appendix, No. 37- 

Pieces o/'Ancient Sculpture, &c. taken by the British Forces, 

under the Command of Lieutenant-General Lord Hutchinson, 

from the French Army in Alexandria, and sent to England in 

Charge of Colonel Turner, Sept. 1802. 

1 , An Egyptian sarcopbagus, with hieroglyphics, of a stone called 
by the French breche twrte, from the mosque of St. Athanasius in 
Alexandria. 

£. Do. do. of black granite, from Cairo.' 

3. Do. do. of basaltes, from Menouf. , 

4 . The fist of a Colossal statue, supposed to be Vulcan, found 
in the ruins of Memphis. 

5. Five fragments of statues, Tvith linns heads, black granite, 
brought from the ruins of Thebes. 

6. A mutilated figure kneeling, black granite. 

7. Two statues, white marble, supposed to be Septimius Severus 
■and Marcus Aurelius, found in the researches made in Alexandria. 

8. A stone of black granite, with three inscriptions, hieroglyphic, 
Cophtic, and Greek, found near Rosetta. 

9. A statue of a woman sitting, with a lion’s head, black granite, 
from Upper Egypt. 

10. Two fragments of lions heads, black granite, from Upper 


Egypt. 

1 1. A small figure kneeling, with hieroglyphics, black granite, from 
Upper Egypt. 

12. Five fragments of statues, with Hons heads, black granite, from 
Upper Egypt. 

IS. A fragment of a sarcophagus, black granite, from Upper 
Egypt. 

14, Two 



14. Two small obelisks, remarkably fine, 'vvitli bieroglypliics, 
basaltes, from Upper Egypt. 

15. A Colossal ram’s head, of a stone called by the French rouge 
from Upper Egypt. 

1 6. A statue of a woman sitting on the ground, of black granite ; 
between the feet is a model of a capital of a column of the temple of 
Isis at Deudera. 

17 . A fragment of a statue, with a lion’s head, black granite, from 
Upper Egypt. 

A chest of Oriental Manuscripts, amounting to sixty -two, Cophtic 
Arabic, and Turkish, belonging to the library of the French 
Institute at Cairo. 

(Signed) Foueiee. 

(Counter-Signed) T. H. TuaifEK, 

Col and Capt. 3rd Guards. 
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Fair Estimate of tlie Number of French in Egypt, at the 
Time of the Arrival of the British Army in Aboukir 
Bay, accounting for the Manner in which they have 
been disposed of. 

Number,. 

jMarcliecl out of Cairo in consequence of the Convention^ and embarked 
for France/in Aboukir Bay - - - - - - 14000 

Surrendered in Alexandria^ and embarked thence - - - - - - - 11500 

Made Prisoners of War in Aboukir Castle^ the 18th of March - - 200 

BlttOj in Fort Julieny near Rosetta^ the 19th of April - - - - 300 

Convoy in Germes from Cairo to Rahmanieb^ the lotli ofMay - - 150 

Taken in the Fort of Rahmanieh - - - - - Ditto - - - 200 

Large Convoy under Cavalier, by Brigadier Gen, Doyle, the 17 th ofMay 600 
Garrison of Lesbeh, near Damietta, and Fort Bourlos » - - - - 700 

Garrison of Marabout, Prisoners of War, the f2ist of August « y - 200 

25th of August, taken Prisoners ^ ~ » y y > 100 

Killed and Taken in the different Actions - - » « « - - - « 5000 


3095^^ 

Allowing for Women, Cliildren, and Noncomhatants - - - - - 10000 


Total Fighting Men - - - - - - 20950 


Effective Force under the Command of General Sir Ralph Abercromby, 
on the 7th of March - y . -y- y. - - ^y-' - 14967 


Superiority of the French - * - “ “ - 5983 
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Appendix, No. 39.— French and Auxiliary Troops in Egypt, 
with the Numbers of the several Corps. — Each Deini- 
brigade being composed of 3 Battalions. 


Arfclllerle n pied et k Cheval. 
Regiment de Bromadaires, 
Regiment dc fliissards, 
de Cliassears a ChevaL 


18 =®' 

,,2Qeme 

oeras 

^enie 

.^icine 

,.7 ,-)era2 


Regiments de Dragons 


Demi-brigades' d’Infanterie 
, legere^ ou Tiraille-urs. 




'.r 

2 ^eme 
^ jcme 

61®®® 

69®™® 

7^cme 

8 

ggemo 


I Demi-brigadeH dc Ligne, < 
I iijfauterie dc Battaiile. 




Regiment de 'Grenadiers CJrecs, 

Corps de Cophts^ Syriens^ et Maineloiik'?, 
Gnides a pied et a Cbevai do Ciuricrai 
eii Chef. 

Corps 'du Genie,. Sapeiirs, et Soldats de 

Marine. 


These demi-b.rigades were very unequal in their strength, some having recrtiiteci 
blacks from Africa ; it is, however, veiy moderate, to estimate them upon an 
average at 1200 each demi-brigade, and .the regiments of cavalry .at 30.0, esclii-* 
sive .o,f artillery, guides, and auxiliaries. 


General Officers of the French Army in Egypt: 

Abdoiillalij Jacques Francois Blenoii, Commander in ChieE 


R.e.yBler. 
Ramp on. 

.Lanusse 


f (wounded on the 13th, and 
( killed on the 2 1st of March.) 


Generals of Division : 

Damns. 
Friant. 
Beiiard. 
Lagrange. 


Generals of Brigade : 


Roize the cavalry, Destiii (worinded on the2.i3t of Marco).' 

■■ I killed Oil the 2 1st of March.) ' Beaudot (killed on the 21st of March), 
Broil. Delegorgue. 

l)o.nzelot. . -Silly (wounded on the 21st of March). 

Valentin. 


M or. and. 

Boiissart. 

Martinet (killed at the landing). 
Eppler (wounded on the 2 1st of March). 


Aliii-eyras,, 


( •S2) 


SoDgis ■{comiiiaiiding the Artlilerj). 
Sanson (commanding Eogineers). 
Zayonscck, 
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Effective Force of tbe French at Cairo, at the Time of 
the Surrender of that Flace, as extracted from General 
Be'liard's Official Letter to the First Consul. 


Original Force left at Cairo under General Beliard on the i2th of March 
Cor'J^s under General Lagrange, which joined on the 13th of May from 

Rahmanieh - - - - - - - - - - - - " - “ " ” “ 

Garrisons of Salahieh, Belbeis, Birket-el-Hadge and Suez, making at least 
Corps under General Donzelot from Upper Egypt, which joined the 
6 th of April - -- -- -- -- - 


2553 

390 '> 

1200 

57 ^ 


Exclusive of Auxiliaries 8223 



The following is the Account of the Number of the 
Combined Forces under Lieut. General Sir John 
Hely Hutchinson, at the Period of the Surrender ; 
but, though so considerably superiour, it ought to be 
recollected, the far greater Portion was an Assemblage 
of undisciplined Troops, who, as repeated Experience 

had proved, could not be depended upon. 

British Force under Lieut. General Sir John Hely Hutchinson, scarcely 4000 
Turks under the Capoutan Pacha’s Orders - - - - - - - 7000 

Grand Vizier’s Army on the Eastern Banks of the Nile - - - 25000 

Total Combined Army ----- 36000 



NO. 41. 


A P P E N P I X. 


*141 


Appendix, No. 41 . 


Return of Patients alFected with the Plague, received into the 
General Hospitals at Aboiikh* and liosetta, during the Aiouths 
of April, Maj^, June, July, and August, 1801. 


Place wliere, , 

9 

o 

. S 

Admitted. 

i , 

Recovered. 

§ ' 

1 

[ Place where. ■ 

I 

*5 ^ 

S 

1 . 

0 

.0 

jp. 

0 

0 . 

0/ 

Cd 

' ' 1 

.£ 

S 

0 




April 

4 

3 

A 




May 

11 

3 




May 

136 

4.5 


L 



done I 

26 

1 9 

^ 1 


I General Hospital 





).Jo8 


I General Hospital 



1 ^ 

} 33 


at Aboukir. 

June 

160 

S3 




At Rosella. 

^ , Jiiiy 

:‘2i 

; 7 




July 

18 

19 

j 




A.ognsl] 

. .;4 

'■4 

J 

6 

• . i 

Total - - « j 


31S 

i ^5^-> 

i 

16S 

1 

■■ 

■ J 

■i 

i 

« ■! 

D2i 

i 

1 

23I 

'f 

, 33 | 

i 

6 ' 


)MAS Young, 

Inspector-G* 
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ORDER OF PROCESSION 

At the Funeral of Sib Ralph Abeecrombt^ k* b. 
At Malta/ April the 29th^ 1801. 


A Suhaltern ‘Guard of the Royal Artillery with Arms reversed. 

Four Six-Pounders drawn by Artillerymen. 

The Bands of the 35th and 40th Regiments^ with Drums muffled^ 
plajdng a solemn Dirge. 

The Guard, 

Consisting of Flank Companies of the Garrison, 

Under the Command of Colonel McAlister, 35 fch Regiment. 

The Senior Field officers, with Arms reversed. 

.Band of the 48th Regiment. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Dyer, Aide-de-Camp to the deceased. 

Garrison Chaplain. 

Lieut. Col. Gordon, 48th f Xlie Body ^ Lieut. Col. Bentham^R.A. 

Baylis^ ^35th J ' On a Carriage, f Kemmis,. 4otk 

Clay, 40th.' J, ' .Drawn hy f " '35th. 

Oswald, 35th C Artillerymen, j Brown, 40th. 

PalLBearers. Pall-Bearers. 

MajoivGeneral Pigot, Chief Mourner. 

Brigadier-General Moncrief, and Major-General Villettes, Supporters 

A led Horse, saddled, fully caparisoned, and covered with black, 
Servanls of the deceased. 

Officers hy Corps, youngest of each Corps first: 

1. Officei^ of Maltese Militia. 4. Officers of 48th Regiment. 

2. Officers of Maltese Light Infantry 5. Officers of 2nd Battalion of 4otk 

Battalion. Officers of 1st Battalion of 40th. 

-5. Officers of Neapolitan Battalion. 7., Officers of 2 iffi Battalion of 35th. 

.8;. . Officers 
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8, Offi.cers of ist Battalion of 351I1.' .Vi.j. .Officers of -the' -Medical Staff* 

9., Officers ofRojal Engineers. ■ ''14. Officers of -the Giirrisoii MiOtarj Bo* 

,i'0. Officers of Royal Artillery. . ■1,5. Officers of the General Military Do* 

11. . . 0fficers of Royal .Navy. / 16. Principa! : Maltese Officers of the 

12. Officers of the Comiiiissary's. Staffl.,: Civil Government. , 


: At eight o'clock in the morning the coloiirs of the different forts were hoisted 
half staff high. 

TiiestreetS;, through which the procession ;passech were lined by the regiments- 
of the garrison, , " ' ■ . 

Minute guns were fired from the Cavaliers of la Valette. 

And lastly^ the ships in the liarbour fired from the time the body left the 
palace^ until it arrived at the place of - Interment^, which was siicce,€ded by Ijiree 
rounds of -eleven canoom ' 
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A 5 a 

'Memor-i®, - 

Scoti 

: ' ' ■ Eqiiitis Orcli^ Bicti 

Viri ■ 

■ Probitate-Meiitis\ 

Et Aniiis in Bello Americano atqiie Hollaiidico 
Clarissimi. 

Quem 

; - ■ Georgina- In. '•■ Magnet 

Populis Plaiidentibns 

Britaniiici Terrestris Exercitiis ad Mare Mediterr. 

Bucezii Sopremum dixit 

Quo nmnere JEgyptiacam Expeditionem conficieiB 
Oram Egypt! Universam 
GaUoruna Copiis strenuis iindiqne Adversantibus 
Uno Impetn ocenpavit^ tenuit 

Ideinq^ progrediens earum Conatus non seme! fregit^ compressit. 
Bonicum Signis cum Gallo coiilatis 
Cruento Prselio ad Alexandriam commisso 
Anno MDCCCI die XXI M. Martii 
Id prima Acie in ipso Victorisc sinu 
Letale vulnus pectore excipiens 
Magno suorum desiderio extinctus est 
Die XXVIII ejusdem mensis Anno setatis suae LXVIIL 
.Bux^ Rei Bellicae Peritia^ 

Providentia in GonsulendOj, Fortitudine ill Exseqiiendo. 

Ac Fide integra in Regiii et Regis Gloriam 
Spectatissimus 

Hanc Rex^ tliinc Magna Britannia^ fle?it* 


Henkicus Pigot 
Propositus Gen. Regia Potestate 
Praesidiar. Militum Britanriicorum 
In hac Insula Consistentium 
Opthni Bucis Cineribus eodem Anno die XXIX Aprilis 
Funere publico hue inlatis 
Bene iiierenti^ Faciendum Curavit 
Pietatis Causa. 


The above Inscription, written at 
neral Pigot^s request by the Abbe Na- 
varrio^ Librarian to the Order of Malta^ is 


inscribed on a slab of black marble, placed 
over Sir Ralph Abercromby’s grave. The 
folio Vv in g Translation into English is by 

Captain 
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To the Meiiiorv 

Of Sir RALPH ABERCROMBY^ Koiglit of the Balk : 

A Man 

For Integrity', Magnanimity^ and Military Prowess^ 
Both in the Dtitdi and American ^Yar^'^ 
Eminently conspicuous. 

Appointed by iiis King and the Voice of the Nation 
Leader 

Of the Forces in the Mediterraneanj, 

He undertook the Egyptian Expedition. 

Ill Ills first Onsets he not only withstood^ but ' repelled 
The collected Force of the French 
On e?ery Side opposing,^ and by a steady Perseverance 
Frustrated their vain Attempts. 

Oil the glorious Twenty-first of Ylarch^ 

111 the Van of his Army, in the Hour of Victory, 

He received his mortal IVouod, 

And died on the 28th, in the 68th Year of his Age, 
(Universally Lamented) 

A General, 

In Military Science, in Judgment and Decision, 

111 Promptness and Execution, 

And in Fidelity to his King and Country, 

Most Exemplary. 

His Loss, the King, the Empire, hath deplored. 


To the Planes of this Illiistrious Chiefs 
Borne in funereal Procession, 

Henry Pigot, 

General of the British Forces in Blalta, 

"With affectionate Regret, 

Oil the Twenty-ninth of April, in the same Year, 
Caused this Inscription to be wnitten. 

American is substituted instead of West Indian. 


Captain Edward Draper, of the third re* 
gimeiit of Guards. Sir Ralph Abercronib/s 
body, after the very grand and -solemn fu* 


neral procession, was deposited io the angle 
of the north-west bastion of Fort St. Elmo^ 
facing the sea, where it now remains. 


(T) 
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Honours and Distinctions conferred by His Majesty 
the King of Great Britain, the Houses of 
Parliament, and His Imperial AIa.testy the 
Grand Signior, on the Officers and Corps employed 
in the Expedition to Egypt. 


A Monument to the memory of Lieutenant General Sir 
Ralph Abercromby, k. n.; a peerage to his widow, and a 
pension of two thousand pounds per annum, — The thanks 
of both Houses of Parliament to the army and navy for their 
conduct in the first three actions, and repeated on the final 
success of the expedition. ■ — A circular letter from His Rojml 
Highness the Commander in Chief. — Alajor General Hutch- 
inson first invested with the Order of the Bath, together 
with the rank of Lieutenant General in the Mediterranean, 
and subsequently created a British peer, with a pension of 
two thousand pounds per annum. — Major General Coote, 
second in command, invested with the Order of the Bath. — 
Major General Cradock, invested with the Order of the 
Bath. — Admiral Lord Keith, k. b., created a British peer.— 
Each regiment allowed to carry in it’s colours the emblem of 
the Sphinx, and to have the word Egypt inscribed. 


d. 


To 
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To perpetuate the Kignai Ser'/icc-^ rcnJcred bj llu- 
Egjptiaii h.rjD}' to the Oitonsau Empire, the Grairi 
Signior established ae. Order of Iinigliiliooth vdiidi 
he named the Order of liie C'resceut. 


In the first class are Lieutenant General Lord Iliitchiiison, 
K. B,, Major General Sir Eyi'e Coote, k. b.. Admiral Lord 
Keith, K. B., Rear xidmiral Sir Richard Biekerton, Bart.» 
Major General Baird, and the Earl of Elgin. — The star worn 
on the breast is superbly irradiated with diamonds, and the 
centre consists of a ruby, on wliicli are a crescent and small 
star in diamonds; the ribbon is a deep orange. 

In the second class are the other general officers and naral 
officers of equal rank. — And gold medals of different sizes 
have been given to all the officers of the army, according to 
their respective ranks. These medals have on one side a 
crescent and star, and on the reverse the sultaffs name, with 
the date of the year. 


( T 2 ) 



March the 1 8th, 180 1 . 


By the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament assembled.. 

Resolved, 

That the Thanks of this House be given to the Honourable 
Major General John Hely Hutchinson, second in command ; 
Major Generals Eyre Coote, John Francis Cradock, the 
Honourable George James Ludlow, John Moore, Richard 
Earl of Cavan, the Honourable Edward Fincli; Brigadier 
Generals John Stewart, John Doyle, the Honourable John 
Hope, Hildebrand Oakes, and Robert Lawson s and to the 
several otficers who served in the aimv under the command 
of the late Sir Ralph Abercromby, k. b., for their splendid; 
and heroic exertions in effecting a landing on the coast of 
Egypt, in spite of local difficulties, and in the face of a 
powerful and well prepared enemy; and in all their subse- 
quent operations, particularly in resisting, with signal suc- 
cess, the desperate attack made upon them on the 21st of 
March, and achieving the brilliant victory obtained on that, 
memorable day " 
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May the I8th, 1801. 

By the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament assembled. 

Resolved, 

“ That this House doth highly approve of and acknow- 
ledge the distinguished regularity, discipline, coolness, and 
valour displayed by the noncommissioned officers and private 
soldiers of the army serving under the command of the late 
Sir RalphrAbercroniby, k. b., in the memorable and brilliant 
operations in Egypt, and that the same be signified to them 
by the commanders of the several corps, who are directed to 
thank them for then distinguished and exemplary conduct.” 

On the same day a similar vote of thanks was passed in 
the House of Commons, with the most unanimous appro- 
bation. 

On the motion of the Right Honourable Henry Addington, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, in the House of Commons, 
November the 12th, 1801, it was unanimousl}’^ resolved, 

“ That the Thanks of this House be given to Lieutenant 
General Sir John Hely Hutchinson, k. b,, for the ability, 
zeal, and perseverance, so eminently manifested by bim in the 
command of the army serving in Egypt, by which the honour 
of the British nation had been so signally upheld, and addi- 
tional lustre reflected on the reputation of the British arms. 

“ That the thanks of this House be given to Major General 
Eyre Coote, second in command; Major Generals John 
Francis Cradock, the Honourable George James Ludiov> 
John Moore. Richard Earl of Cavan, David Baird, the 

Honourable 
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Hoiiourabie Edward Finch, and to Brigadier Generals John 
Stewart, the Honourable John Hope, John Doyle, John 
Blake, Hildebrand Oakes, and Robert La w'son, and the se- 
veral officers of the army, for their gallant, meritorious, and 
distinguished services, under the command of Lieutenant 
General Sir John Hely Hutchinson, k. b., by which the honour 
of the British nation has been so signally upheld, and addi- 
tional lustre reflected on the reputation of the British arms. 

“ That the House doth highly approve of and acknow- 
ledge the zeal, discipline, and intrepidity uniformly displa3^ed 
during the ard uous and memorable oper ations of the army 
in Egypt, by the noncommissioned officers and private soL 
diers, under the command of Lieutenant General Sir John 
Hely Hutchinson, k. b., and that the same be signified by 
the commanders of the several corps, who are desired to thank 
them for their exemplary and gallant behaviour.'" 

On the same day a similar motion was made in the House 
of Lords, by the Right Honourable Lord Hobart, one of 
His Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, and a similar 
vote of thanks was passed with the same spirit of unanimous 
approbation. 

Thanks of Parliament to the Navy and Army. 

Lord Hobart, pursuant to his notice, rose to move the 
thanks of the House to those gallant and meritorious officers 
who had so ably and eminently distinguished themselves 
during the late war. Whatever difference of opinion there 
might be as to the success of that war, or the manner 
jn which it was concluded ; whatever difference might exist 

as 
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as to the manner in which it had been carried on by the late or 
the present ininisters, he trusted that on the point to which he 
was about to call the attention of the House, there would be 
but one opinion—that our forces by fea and land liad dis- 
played the moft unexampled bravery. He could enumerate 
numberless instances of individual valour, but they liad all 
been already before the public. The bravery of our seaineji 
in this war almost exceeded any thing ever known before. 
Of the value of their services some estimate might be made, 
when it was known that in the course of the ^var, there were 
taken, burnt, or destroyed, seventy-seven ships of the line be- 
longing to our enemies; one hundred and twenty-four fri- 
gates; and about one thousand small armed vessels of difterent 
kinds. The British army was also entitled to a high degree 
of praise; wherever it was engaged on equal terms it was 
victorious : a great part of our successes during the war were 
owing to our military ; and although the valour of all our 
officers was already so well known, as to render it unnecessary 
for him to mention particular fatts, or individuals, yet there 
was one officer whom he should name, because by mistake no 
mention had been made of him in the dispatches of Lord 
Hutchinson, and to pass him by without notice, would be 
doing irretrievable injury to his fame ; the officer he alluded 
to was General Dojle. It happened at the time his division 
proceeded to attack a fort near Alexandria, that he was at 
the distance of near forty miles, labouring under a severe fit of 
illness. The moment he heard of the intended attack, he got 
out of his bed, rode over the desert, joined his troops, and 
fought with the same degree of bravery, which he had always 
displayed on every former occafion. His Lordship then read a 
letter, which, he laid, he had received from General Lord 

Hutchinson,. 
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Hutchinson, dated Malta, in which that brave and noble 
person expressed his regret, that in his former dispatch he 
had omitted the name of General Doyle, of whom he also 
spoke in high terms of praise. His Lordship said, he thought 
it but justice to state this fact ; he also conceived it would 
be unnecessary to dwell any longer on this subject, and 
concluded with the same motions with those moved in the 
House of Commons by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 


Extract of a Letter from Lieutenant General Sir John 
Hely Hutchinson to Lord Hobaet. 

Malta^ the 9th of January^ 1802. 

In my last dispatch, which relates to the capture of Alex- 
andria, I worded a sentence in so confused and inexplicit a 
manner, as to render it doubtful, whether Brigadier General 
Doyle was actually present or not with his brigade on that 
day. He not only was at their head, but conducted himself, 
as he always does, in the most gallant and handsome manner. 
I am. happy to have this opportunity of doing justice to the 
merits of a most active, diligent, and zealous general 
officer. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) J. Hely Hutchinson. 

Lord Hobart, &c. 
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Return of the Killed, Wounded, and Missing, of the 
British Arihy, during the Campaign in Egypt. 



Grand Total -Killed - 550, 

Do. Wounded - - 3059. 

Do- Missing---- 84. 


(u 2) 


Wounded. 

MissiiiE 
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Appendix, No. 48. 


State of the Medical Staff, under the Command of General Sir 
Ralph Abercromby, k. b., Commander in Chief, &c. 


Baif of Abouhir^ 2 nd March, 1801 « 


jSiames. 

Rank. 

Where doing Duty. 

Thomas Young - 

Inspector General 

H. M. S. Niger. 

James Franck - 

Inspector - 

Harmony^ H. S. \ 

Alex' Robertson - 

Assistant do. 

Lady Julia A nn^ H, S. 

Alex' Jameson - - 

Do. 

Harmony^ H. S. 

Will'" Fowle - 

Physician - « 

Rhodes. 

Ralph Green - - 

Inspector of F. HSsp^ 

Harmony y H. S. 

John Webb - - 

Surgeon - - - 

With 79tli RegL 

James Pitcairn- - 

Do. - - - - 

Harnionyy H. S. 

W. R. Morell - - 

Do. - - - - 

Lady Julia Aniiy H. S. 

Ely Crump ^ - - 

Do. - - - - 

Harmony^ H. S, 

Alex' Grant' “• - 

Do. - ^ - - 

Harmony^ S. ' 

. J.- H. Beaumont' 

.Apothecary - - 

Plantery H. S. Rhodes.' 

WiFF Findlay -> r 

Do. - - - - 

Harmony^ H. S. 

Geo. Dickson - - 

Purveyor - - - 

Do.^ 

John price - « 

Depy Purveyor 

Rhodes. 

Christ. Winnicki 

Acting do - - 

Lady Julia AnBy HrS./ 

Mr(Emerson r ' A- 'i. 

Do. 

Rhodes. 
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Natties« „ 

Rank. 

Where doing Duty. 

' ; Joseph Smith - » 

Hospital Mate 

' Attached to the. Corsican' llangers. 

■»i^Carver 

Do - - - - « . 


Will® Reynolds - 

T)o - - - - - 

2nd 54tli Reg*. , 

Henry West — •» 

Do - - - - - 


Sam^ Gissing - - 

Do - - - - . 

Rhodes^ 

Rich*® Baking « - 

Do « - - 

Do. 

James. Allen » » 

Do - - - - - 

With the S taff Corps ' 

Will® Brown « - 

Do - - - - 

Harmony/ H. S. 

^Harris - - - 

1 

t 

1 

1 

1 

O 

ft 

Attached to the f 23 rd Reg'^. 

Tliomas Davis « - 

1 

Do ----- j 

With Detachments of 28th & 5otii 

■ Geo. Norman - - * 

1 

1 

1 

f 

O 

ft 

Harmony, H. S. 

Swinton IVFLeod 

Do 

Attached to Hompesch’s Dragoons,. 

Sam^ Steel « - - 

Do - - - - - 

Harmony, H. S. 

Sam® Hare - - 

Do - - - - - 

Lady Julia xAon, H. S. 

Douglas Whyte - 

Do - - 

With the Maltese Pioneers, 

James Emerson - 

Purveyor’s Clerk - 

Planter, H. S. Rhodes. 

H. O’Reilly - - 

Do - - - - - 

Lady Julia Ann, H. S. 

T. Tnrvey - 

1 

1 

t 

I 

o 

ft 

Harmony, H. S. 


N. B. H. S. Signifies Hospital Ship. 


(SigDed) Thomas Young, 
Inspector General Army Hospitals. 

(X) 
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Appendix, No. 49 . 


Distances between various Places in Egypt. 


Names of Places, 

French Measure* 

English Measure, 

t 

Toises. 

Leagues com- 
posed of 
2283 Toises. 

.. Miles. Furlongs.' 

Cairo to Alexandria - - - 



95016 

41 

6 

115 

t ■ 

Alexandria to Abouklr - - 


•* 


- 

• 

13 

.. 

Alexandria to Rosetta 

- - 

- 

29342 

32 

8 

35 

4 

Rosetta to Fort Julian - - 

- - 

- 

- 


« 

3 

4 

Rosetta to the Boghaz - - - 

» - 

- 


• 


6 

2 

Cairo to Rosetta - - - - 

- 

- 

87501 

38 

3 

106 

0 

Rosetta to Damietta - - - 

. - 

«■ 

66099 

28 

9 

80 

-1' 

Cairo to Damietta - - 


- ; 

82106 

36 

0 

99 

6 

Ramietta to Lesbeh - - - 

- - 

- 

4305 

1 

9 

5 

2 

Damiettato the Boghaz of that Branch 

5068 

' ~ 2 

2 

6 

1 

Ramietta to Salahieh - - - 


- 

36248 

15 

8 

43 

7 

Cairo to Salahieh - 

. - 

- 

54703 

24 

0 

66 

2 

Salahieh to Belbeis - - 

- - 

- 

30338 

1 

33 

3 

36 ' 

6 

Cairo to Belbeis . - . 

- - 

- 

24687 

30 

8 

30 

0 

Belbeis to Suez - - ■ « .. .. 

- - 

- 

55636 

24 

8 

“ ■' ■ 68 

5 

Cairo to Suez - - - - - 



63922 

28 

0 

77 

4 

Cairo to Benisoef : « - « « 

- - 

- 

51469 

; 22 

2 

j 62 

3 

Cairo to Siuiit - - - _ _ 

- 

- 

168753 

: '73 

0 , , , 

1 „ 204 

4 , 

Cairo to Girgeh - - - _ 



228483 

100 

3 

276 


■Girgeli ' to Keiineh ■ -■ > . - 


- 

«. ■ 



66 


Cairo t > Kenneh - - - - 

- - 


272786 

119 

5 

330 


Kenoeh to Cosseir - 

*• . 

“ 

~ * 

- 


: HO 
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Appendix, No. 50 . 

Price of different Articles. in Egypt during the stay of the 


British Army at Cairo, &c. taken on an Average. 





Breads three-poiincl loaf , - - - • , « » „ -» o- 3 

Meat — Beef^ per lb, - - - - - - - - - 03 

Mutton^ do. “ - • « 0.4 

Melted Botter in JarSj,. per lb. . ' ' - ' - - - - o' 9 

or chopped Straw, per no lbs. «. - « », ». 1 S 

Barley, per ardeb, or measure of 360 ibs. weight « - - - 4 4 

Lentiiles, per ardeb, or measure of 380%* - - - 6 6 

Beans, per ardeb, do. do. do. ~ - '« « - 40 

Bice, per ardeb, do. do. do. - - - - • 5 S 

Sail, per ardeb. do. do. 400 do. - « - * - 36 

Fowlsj 8 .. . « . . « „ - ^ , o 

Eggs, per doz. « - « «. » O' 4 

Bo. in Upper Egypt, 500 - - 50. 

Sugar, per lb. 12 

Vinegar, per bottle - - « « - - » 1 o 

Geese, 3 - - « ' „ - - « - 5 O" 

Do. ill Upper Egypt, 15 - - - - .. 50 

Pigeons, per couple - - .. .. - - 04 


Wood, per 110 lbs. - ^ « 2 0 

A Sheep, 3 Dollars; in Upper Egypt, if . 

A Goat, 4 do. 

Horses, from. 50 to '60 do. 

Bo. ill Upper Egypt never more than 50 Dollars , 

Camels^ from 20 to 30 do. 

Asses from 10 to 15 do. 

Bo. ill Upper Egypt 6 to 8 do. 



THE END. 


I»|NP|N 



Frinteiiljy XbIcc ^ 

0reat TumstUc, Liixcoin’s-Ian Fiei*is« 





